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prepare their HEARTsS, excite their AFFECTIONS, 


-/ 


quicken their GRACES, and enliven their DE- 
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And likewiſe uſeful 


oy 
To promote gracious Pferd and RESO-· wr 
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Remembrance of a crucified Jesvs. | 


Together with | 1 | 
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1. A Lern concerning the Inflitution of the © 
Lord's SUPPER, on 1 Cor. xi. 17, fo the Eu 
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PRE FA Cc E. 


IH E eternal Son of God, when taking his 3 
of an ungrateful world, inſtituted- the ſacra- 

ment of the ſupper, as a lively. ſemblance and 
memorial of his bloody ſufferings and death in the 
room of his people; and alſo to be a bright and 
laſting evidence of the amazing love of God the Fa- 
ther, Son and Holy Ghoſt to periſhing ſinners. 

As God once ſent his Son into the world in a low- 
1y habit, clothed with human fleth to ſave ſinners; 
ſo now he ſends him in a homely dreſs, clothed with | 
the elements of bread and wine, to aſſure us of his 


love, and to engage us to come to him — Kings ex- 


pect that their children will be reſpected, though their 
officers be neglected. Surely (faith God) 7 hey i 
reverence my Son; they will make him welcome and 
hearken to him, 58 

In this moſt auguſt ordinance of the New. Teſta- 
ment the great God approaches very near to us, and. 
we to him; and yet it is to be deeply regreted that 
many who profeſs to believe this, come to it with ſo 
little thought and preparation, and with ſo much 


indifferency and. careleſneſs of ſpirit. Oh, ſhall we 


adventure ſo near the great God, who is infinitely, 
holy, in whoſe ſight the heavens are not pure, and 
in whoſe preſence the ſun and ſtars are dimm'd, and 
the brighteſt ſeraphims do gather in their wings, 


and account themſelves, as little flies before him! 4 1 


And {ſhall we, who are creatures ſo. mean and ſo 
vile, be careleſs and unconcerned, when we make 
the neareſt approach to, this great and Bo Gods 
that we can make on this ſide heaven. 

Ought we not to go bluſhing, aſhamed and 3 


humbled on many accounts, and particularly for dur 


ingratitude for redeeming love, that /ave aubich al- 
eth knowlege ; and for our contempt of God's: un- 


auen gift, « the greateſt ſin in the TOO 3 Jea, 


a 2 * 


this ordinance. 


ing reg © f 
we ſhould· go wondring that we 1 


many thouſands are burning there, who have not 


ned fo heinovlly 4 in makin 8. 1 Sbt of precigus Chrit 


wh we hate done. 

{ 7 M6veover;, — donde if JW go'to this or- 
isa vnpreparedly, or with indifference, you not; 
ety inake light of the Lord jeſus Chriſt, but yoo 
Are Eule of the bod) en B of the eld, 7 1 Cor. 


xi. 2. Surely thut werd may cauſe you, o quake | 


d'trefble;- blood guiltine s of any fort i is a dread - 
ful>fin,' and: eſpecially to be uilty of he plood e 


he Lord. Murder is'4 m t at cries for vengeance | 
on the actor, and gives Gott no reſt till he Putt ir, 


Gen iv. 10. The voce . thy brother's 4 Shirt erieth 
10 Und froui the earth, Ff it be a cryin #in x0 mur-+ 


dera common perſon, what muſt it be t6 murder a 
King e #46 ban frueh forth bis fand againft the Lord's 
Ansinted, and be giitleſs? 1 Sam. xxvi. 9. O then, 


what a crime mutt it be to murder the Gar 80n 
God, he is thy exalted King, thy everlaſting 
Father, chy dear Redeerber, and thy God Who gave 


thee a being. Child - murder is a heinous crime, but 
har Cbrift⸗murder is, no tongue can tell! If on 


Him that flew Cain (that wicked man) vengeance 


Jhould be taken ſeven fold, What vengeance Will be 


taken on him that eruciſies afrẽſh the Lord of glory? 
This corffideration thould make all cf us afraid of 


| careleſs and unworthy communicating. 


If we would communicate worthily, we muſt be 
cat, 'not only for the life of grace, but alſo for 


the livelineſs of grace; not only for the truth and 


dincerity of grace, but likewiſe ſor 55 activity and 
vigorous exerciſe of | grace, So that a believer 
Himſelf doth not eat and drink worthily, unleſs the 
grace that is in him be excited and exerciſed at 


the truth of it, dot there mult be faith realizing, 


plying, appropriating and making uſe. of C Twüls 
T death 


_There'muſt be lot only _ ky n 


* 
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death and purchaſe in this ordinance. Not only 
mult there be a diſpoſition of ſoul to be humbled 
for ſin, but there muſt be actual mourning and melt- 
ing of heart for ſin, and for particular fins, when 
we look on him we have pierced by them. Not 
only muſt there, be a principle of love to Chriſt, but 


alio an exciting of love to flame out to Chriſt, who 


: 7 * 


loved us and gave himſelf for us. 5 | 
Worthy communicating, being a work of ſuch im- 
portance, the following {criptural meditations and 
advices are humbly offered to Chrittians, as an help 
in their preparations for it. Reading and thinking 
much on the ſubjects. here propoſed, may through 
God's bleſſing be uſeful to promote their habĩtual pre- 
paration, for the holy ſupper.Chriſt's body and 
blood herein exhibited are pure and holy things, 
and ſhould be received in prepared and cleanſed 
hearts. His body never ſaw corruption in the 
grave, nor will be mixed with it in hearts where cor- 
ruption is allowed. It lay in a virgin's womb, and 
in a virgin's ſepulchre, and will ſtill be entertained 
in virgin's ſouls and affections; in hearts purified and 
conſecrated to God. In theſe Chriſt chuſes to reſide 
and not in theſe where ſin and the world, with the 
luſts thereof are harboured. Oh, had we gehe to 
maintain and cheriſh, the fear of God, and.thelove 
of Chriſt habitually in our ſouls, we might, without 
"OA pains, be prepared for coming to him at his 
table, . 4 , 
Did we always bear in our minds, that ſacramen - 
tal occaſions are ſolemn appointments, and Bethel- 
meetings with God, for renewing covenant, and en- 
tertaining fellowthip and communion with him, we 
would guard more againſt formality creeping in up- 
on us in our preparattons for, and in our attendanee 
upon this ordinance, than alas, we do. Oh, ſuch 
formality will provoke the Maſter of our ſolemn 
fealts to withdraw from them, and then what poor, 
dry, melancholy and lifeleſs things will they be? 

| „ What 


7 


PREFACE. 


nm.  PRHUEF4C E. 


| What are Tacraments without Chriſt's preſence in 


them? O let us never be ſatisfied with communion- 


ſabbaths, without communion with Chriſt in them. 


On the other hand, if we would keep up commu- 
nion with Chriſt in theſe ordinances, let us beware 
of relying on our previous pains or preparations, ei- 
ther for our right pertorming of our duty, or for our 


acceptance in it: for we are never more ready to 
miſcarry, and to be diſappointed, than when we are 


guilty of this reſting, 'Sundty go to the Lord's table 
with great humiliation” for fin, and yet come away 
without comfort: Why? becauſe they make a Chriſt 
of their ſorrow. O what worth can we ſee in our 
beſt preparations, confeſſions, prayers, tears, hu- 
miliations, c. if we compare them with the law of 
God? We have more cauſe to be aſhamed of them, 


than to lay aniy ſtreſs on them. Could we renounce 


all ſelf. de and diſclaim all our proviſion in 
point of dependence, and caſt ourſel ves wholly on 


Chriſt for ſtrength, through- bearing and acceptance 
we would have better fucceſs at the Lord's table, 


than commonly we have. 


We are never more fit for this holy table, than 
we are moſt humbled, and moſt aſhamcd of 


whez 
our 


res, becauſe of our unfitneſs for this ſolemn 


4 approach ; and we are never leſs fit, than when we 


think ourſelves moſt fit and prepared for the duty.— 
A holy deniedneſs to all ſelf- ſufficieney, and a deep 
ſenſe of unworthineſs and unfitneſs, is the beſt pre- 
Paration we can attain to for this ſolemn ordinance. 


Let us make holy David our pattern, when going to 
partake, Pſal. Irxi. 16. J will: go in the Strength of 
the Lord God: I will make mention of thy . 


neſs, even of thine only. And Tet us pray with t 


ſpouſe, « Cant. iv. 16. Aavale O north wind, and 
come thou ſouth, blow upon my , that the 2 i 


thereof may fiow out, Amen. 
Dundee, A 1747. 


CONTENTS 


_— = 


XII. Phil. iv. 19. Rich ſaßpller in "Chrift Jor al 0 


55 4 
VV. Ia. li. 7. The lem of Ged FW Hen! and Pang: 25 


XVI. Epheſ. i. 7. Amazing ing to be efron in redeems/ -Y 4 
'* ing blood 564 
XVII. Plal, lxxii. 6 2 2 th his church l, 4 


ir 
9 75 0 NT E. N 4.36 


Of GACRAMENTAL Mrorrariexs from 


SCRIPTURE- DEXTS.. 4 
m Heb. xi. 7. A maul Fe | 
the believer's Ark R · & Hen 


II. 2 Pet. ii. 4. Fallen angels puniſhed, and 41 88 
men ſpared” 4 

II. Plal, exlvii. 20. Britain s goſpebmercies 1 

/ praiſe e 

IV. 1 John iii. 1. T5 amazing lee * the Father 4 
and of the Son to uus. 13 7 

V. Pal. viii. 4. The cond (ral 2 liege. Gel 42 ** 


Man admirable © — 43 
VI. x Cor, x. 4. Chr Pour Ra heuer and dee, i 
ing, bighly ufeful © W = 
VII. Zech. xn. 10. Chrift, Jo for! our Faria i 
heart-affetting bt A 4 
VINE. Luke x, 43 Crit. 1 look 2 Peter he he 2 
heart in tears 5 l 298 1 
IX. Mat. xv. ee e n are ſharp, wh 2 3 
0 is Arong 5 hg 33 ; 
X. 1 Cor. xi, $43, Chrift's fi rings wr to Fo N.. 
membered at his table * 3 


XI. Phil: i 23. Genmab, e Pratts bereixt : 
© two which of them to chuſe 42 


needs © | 24 45 
XIII. Epheſ. iii. 19. The dimenfons of r 8 fern 

Pa f ra are „ «3 f 
XIV. Luke xxii. 44. 4 View af Cirif?; agony and | 

bloody ſweat * 8 


% 51 + 4 


tered for us 


rain on dry grouad. —_ 


d F 6. _—_ - 
0 ö | . 
1 A 4% Zo 
- L 3 


Le... — 119 


viii CONTENTS. 


IJ XVIII. Mat. vin, 8. The lowly believer, or faith 4 
| ſfelf-abafing grace e e 
XIX. 2 Cor. ix. 15. Chrift is God's unſpeakable gift, 
with marks of theſe who are thankful for it 79 
XX. Luke ix. 22. A vieau f the we: ha ſufferings of 
Chriff 84 
XXI. John viii. 4. Chriſt 5 willingneſ to ſuffer fo 
us viewed and improven eg 
XXII. John xvi. 5. The expediency of Chrift s going 
away from his diſciples confidered 94 
XXIII. Hoſ. ii. 19. n aſtoniſhing match betwixt : 


— 


lovely Chrift and lethſome creatures _ 99 
XXIV. Iſa. li, 8. A view of Chriſi Aricten by many 
hands for our many fins 104 


XXV. Gal. ii. 20. 7 particular and appropriating 
Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, both our duty and intereſt 19 
XXVI. 1 John iv. 19. Ged's preventing loue, the 


F Wa ii : : 0 
6 ”% 
2 P —————————— , PS * 
—— 4 
* 
” 


; .. cauſe of our love to him 6 #16 
XXVII. Pal. cxxvi. 5. Sowing in tears brings a joy- + 
ful reaping time 118 


xXIVII. Rev. i. 5. Chrif?'s love i pouring out his 
j blood for us, calls for fongs of praiſe to him, 123 
I XXIX. Luke xv. 18. The humble ' confeſſions and 
gil pleadings of a penitent returning prodig al 127 
Y | XXX. Song i, 4. Our remembring of Chriſt's love at 
(ius table ſhould Xi cur fouls with wonder, love and 
atitude | 130 

I. XXXI. Ha. lin. 5. Chri/?'s 3 by- our fins, ſhew 
S | the evil nature of 77 in, and call for revenge upon it 134 
XXXII. John vi. 51. Chrift crucified, our heavenly 
B< . e the Iſraelites manna DE 


CONTENTS 


3-1 of SACRAMENTAL ADVICES from rns 
| | — . TEXTS, 
' 


Dvics I. Gen. vii. 1. I call to periſhing finners 
| to come intotheark of a crucified Chriſt for ſafety, 
with directions how to get into it Page 143 


7 Fa 


% | 
x CON'TEN T S. ix 
Us Rev. iii. 20. Chriſt's ſtanding and knocking at ts 
dor of the heart, a ford. Pouerful arguments. Ver 
F «© finnenfliopening 15 him | Page 147 
5 ul Rev. iii. 20. 4 view of the exten/foenc)s is 2 
3 . Jennity. of Chriſt's calls to epento bin, and the 99 
0 proviſion he brings in with bim 13 
uv. Prov. ix. gu Chrift the Bread oflife, excellent fouls 
= food, *vith direttions:hewto'come,and-eat i 'p5 5 
: V. Gen. xlv. 4. Chriſt our latumg Brather typified by 
E bas ve meiner him or tht. 
ſacrament wren 4 eee an * "B59 | 
VI. Matth. xxii. 2. of. call. en ah an the mar- 
Ws. <p wirb lng at hig tables: with directions. 


b d \ v0 is es), eee 
VII. Lam. i. 12. 2” all. 4 vic \Chrift's dreadful 
* ſufferings under God's fierce age 7 2.\t 1, bb 


vill. March. xxvi. 22. Communicartts culled tobe 
AErealous over their bearts, to fearch out their fins and © 
\ ſorrow ee and 45 1¹ We godly ooh 01 

Marks il 171 
IX. Heb. vi. 18. Chrift 0: our 4 City af refuge,” "th 
diredtionsbowto flee toit [ram the uuenger of blood 17 
2 John ui. 14 call to nicau Chriſt nailed and lifted 
up on the crofr with ſuitable thoughts and affettioni iy 9 

j XI. Exodus xiv. 15. A call t# communicants, under 
| _ doubts and fears, to go forward. to the red fea, of 
| - Chriſt's o 18 3 = 
| XII. John xi, 32. Chriſt liſted up 2 the croſs, a ua 

ble engine for drawing ſouls to him, with direitions” a 


to look for his drawing Fo Ts - es.» 1 7. 
XIII. John xix. 5. I call to bebold the Man brift Je- 
ſus under his various fuſſermge ' Of £58 192 


XIV. Job. xxxvii. 14. Directions to ſtand till and con- 
der Gol''s Wondrous works lage in the 7450 12 
ment 196 

XV. Rev. xxii: 2. Clrift our Tree of life, Jnfurits lifts &- —* 

ferable to Adam's tree in the earthly paradiſe, with di. 

 reetlicns to view and make uſe of this bleſſed Tree 20 


| „%  =x 
XVI. Iſa. xxxii. 2. Chriſt our only Hiding-place and 
.. Covert from ſtorms of wrath, i pee to get 
eee Page 206 
XVII. 1 Kings xix. 9. een | ſhould be ready ts 
give account to G od. of heir: errand. at the Lord's 
table | r i 
XVIII. John v. 6. . — come ſenſible 
+ of their diſeaſes, with faith in word s healing, power, 
lud marks of a healing faith 2 * 215 
XIX. Exod. xii. 14. How to improus a communioꝝ 
ſabbath as a memorial of ChriſPs death, reſurrecti- 
on, and benefits obtained thereby | 4:47” 216 
XX. Jer. iii. 19. A finner's taking hold of God's co- 
ve nant, ſurmounts all the n and difficulties 
in the way of his faluatlon 224 
XXI1. Luke v. 26. Gommunicants are to recolle®t and 
conſider what ſtrange things they have ys at the fas 
crament and be ſuitably affetted 229 
XXII. Luke vi. 21. The bleſſedneſs of true ſpiritual 
Hunger, with. the of png things t to fill the 
Hungry 234 
Kii. Pſal. cvii. 2. \Radremed fouls are ae ſpecial 
% ations to give thanks and ſi. ing praiſe to as 
deemer | | | 237 


7 
* 
: 
3 
— 


po no particular contents of the annexed direc- 
y and ſongs, .in regard the 40 ſcripture directions 
are ſhort, and the ſongs but few ;. they being moltly 
tranflated from the Song of Solomon, and other no- 
tour paſſages in the Bible, particularly the New Te- 
ſtament; ; wherein redeeming love, the ſufferings of 
; Chriſt, and the benefits of his purchaſe, are ſet forth | 
in order to excite our thankigiving and praiſes for 
11 them. Which inſpired matter, Chriſtians are ſuf- 
1fjciently warranted to make uſe of in ſongs. O te 
11 1 our hearts turned with love! 
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MEDIT.ATION 1 


| From Heb. Ii. 7. 
B, F. ai Noah K propered, an rk to the faving 14 hit 


Houſe. 
HOUGH the flood that drowned th old | 
world was at many years diſtance, yet. Noah 
was moved with fear at God's warning bim of it, 
and prepared an ark for his ſafety : and ſhall not un- 
converted unbelieving ſinners, who havea far more 
terrible flood threatned againſt them, and may be only 
a few days diſtant, take wo „ and provide with 
all fpeed for their ſafety ? 1 ſhall I, a wretch- 
ed guilty ſinner, take reſt, while I am within the 
flood-mark of, God's wrath, and not ariſe in time to 
provide an ark. to flee to for my ſafety *!——But O 
news! I have not the ark to provide, it is pre- 
pared to my hand: God, in his infinite wiſdom 
and pity, hath made ready an ark long ago.for loſt 
ſinners of Adam's race to fly to; and now it is com- 
pleatly furnithed and finiſhed, and all things are 
ready, ſo that I 1120 nothing to do but go and take 


eſſion. 
5 0 what 


. 


2 be Iſa, "TY 
O what kad become of me, and other periſhing 
finners, had we the ark to, byild for ourſelves? 
y; the whole creation had not been Able or ſuffici- 


ent "or this purpoſe. How ſoon would the raging 


flood of divine wrath ſweep away all the _ of 
men or angels building! but thanks be unto God 
for 'eyer, for the excellent well-built ark of God's 
deviſing, for the many ſpacious rooms and ſafe 
lodging- Places within it, for the ſuitable aceomodati- 
on and plentiful proviſion laid up therein, and for the 
door nes in the fide thereof for periſhing ſouls 
to enter by, The falvation of ſinners by a cru- 


ified Chriſt is a well ordered ſcheme, a; beautiful 
_ contrivance ! ble ed be the infinitely wile contriver 


for it. 1 ſee all things in Chriſt crucified neceſſary 
for me: he is made of God to men; wi/dom, righte- 

ouſneſs, ſanttification and redemption. There is in 
him infinite wiſdom to guide me, a ſpotleſs righte= 


ouſneſs to cover me, precious blood to waſh me, the 


holy Spirit to ſanctify me, his good word to direct 
me, his juſt laws to goyern me, and his infinite 
fulnels ta ſupply all my needs: ſafe and happy then 
Would I be, were F found in him. O that, upon 


trial: by ſeripture- marks, could conelude myſelf 


to be within the ark, to wit, a crucified Jeu, 

Can I ſay, I. have been warned of God, and 
moved witli fear; to fx to this ark? Habe I diſ- 
covered” my ſhielterleſs tate by nature; the waves. 


0 bitlows of . me? 


to provide an ark for 


Have T ſeen 
Myſelf, and Mo excblleney . fitneſs! of the ark! 


of God's ? Have / I" been made willing 
to abandon all falfe arks, and earneſtly inquiſitive! 
how c get into che: true ark? Have 1 beat made 


wiltng' to uſe alf appeinted means for chis end, 
£0 read, hear, meditare, pray, repent; believe, 


eſlay | to-climb-up*the Hes of the ark, and preſs to 
8 chercuf; Have I been walling- to 
2 2 | AUG 185 | venture 


the Believer's Ark, © 2 
venture my all in the ark, like Moab, notwith- 
ſtanding of the diſcouragements, ſcoffs and hatred 
of the world for ſo doing? Have I willingly ac- 
quieſced, ſheltered and lodged my ſoul in God's 

ark, and had been made to ſay, This is my reſt fer 
ever, here «vill I duell? Come what floods will, 
Chriſt ſhall be my ark, his rates alone my 
refuge and hidding-place, 


Alas! upon impartial ſearch, have I not cauſe 


to fear that I have not yet fled. to the ark, but 
am ſtill expoſed to the devouring flood? And can 
I be eaſy or quiet in ſuch a caſe? Can I forbear 
crying, What ſhall I do to get into the ark Chriſt ? 
' Nay, What would. I not do to get into it? Lord, 
what wouldſt thou have me to do? Wouldſt thou | 
have me to humble myſelf, confeſs, mourn, part 
with fin, cloſe with Chriſt in all his offices? Pre- 
ſcribe, Lord, what thou wilt, I will not ſcruple 
what thou enjoins me, but obey thee without re- 
ſerve. I am reſolved upon it, whatever it colt me. 
that the ſolicitations of the fleſh, the temptations of 
Satan, the icoffs, reproaches or perſecutions of the 
world, ſhall not top me from flying to the ark; 
would break through all theſe to be found in it. 
Lord, increaſe and ſtrengthen my faith for that 
end, and help my unbelief. | 
O O how ſuitable is the ark Chriſt to my deſti rute 


and miſerable condition: in myſelf 1 want all 


things, but I ſee ſupply for all ny wants in the 
ark, I am poor, but I ſee gold in the art to 
make ine rich: I am wounded by ſin, but I fee 
balm ia the ar4 to heal my wounds: I am blind, 
but there is eye- ſalve in the art to make me ſec: 
1 am perithing with hunger, but I {ce bread in the 
Ark to ſatisſy me: I am nake ed, but in the ark there 
is white raiment to clothe me: I am polluted, but 
in the ark there is a ſountain to waſh me: I am 
exp pO: ed to more terrible itoods than Noob was, but 
i B I ſee 
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4 "4 Crucified Teſs, 


1 ſee the ark Chriſt can fave me from them all: 


Neah's ark ſaved him only from a flood of water, 
but the ark Chri/# faves from a flood of the curſes 
of the law, and the wrath of. God, which will 
ſweep away all the unbelieving world, This BS: 
flood roſe, ſwelled high, and dathed furiouſly a- 
gainſt our ark; but the ark was proof againſt it, ana 


ſheltered all the elect world from the flood, 2 that 


not one drop did light on them.-——O how excel - 


lent is this ark! for it can ſave me from being over- 
whelmed or carried away with any flood, and parti- 


cularly it can fave me from being carried away with 
a flood of Satan's temptations which ſweeps away 
many, or with a flood of indwelling corruption, 
with a flood of error, th a flood of profanity, or 


with a flood of neutrality and indifferency about 


ſpiritual concerns; by which floods, multitudes are 


deftroyed. Let me then by Faith fly to this bleſſed 


ark, where all believers are preſerved from theſe 
deſtroying Hoods. Behold I run, I fly: may Jeſus 


draw me, and help me in! 


Bleſſed for ever be the God of heaven, for provid- 


ing: ſuch an ark for fallen ſinners upon earth. I de- 


fire to count all things but loſs and dung, that I may 
be found in this ark, among the preſerved in Chriſt 
Feſus, whom no flood can reach, However this 
ark be ſighted by the world, I will prize it above 
all things, and count them for cver happy who get 
into it, ſeeing God declares it, that there is no con- 
demnation to them that are m Chriſt Jeſus, —The . 
ark was flighted by the old world, and . oh ridi- 


culed for preparing it for himſelf and his houſe; 


but it ſoon appeared that Noah was the wiſeſt man 
that then lived upon' the *earth, Few there were 
who entered with Noah into the ark, and no doubt 
were reproached and mocked for their ſingularity ; 


but ſoon was the world perſuaded that they were 
the only wiſe and happy men in it, Better ſurely it 


was 
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9 | "the Believer's Ark, 1 
FN was to have followel the eig pericns that went in- 
to the ark, than to have joined eig millions of theſe 
Who were drowned ia the flood, Should 1 be fo 
Fx fooliſh as follow the old world in undervaluing the 
ark, 1 muſt lay my account to be ſhut out and pe- 

riſh with them too: wherefore I will not fear the 
reproach of men for being ſingular in my eſteem of 
glorious Chriſt, May 1 be numbered among that 
happy company (however few they be) who love 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity, and will bleſs God 
eternally for providing this ark for drowning men! 
May I be one that will ever bleſs my lovely an loving 
jeſus, that pitied me and took me in, when others 
were waſhed off from the ſides of the ark, as adhering 
only to it by a dead and formal profeſſion! May 1 
be one that will ever ſing to his praiſe, O amazing 
free love! that pitied and diſtinguiſſed me, Whea 
tde flood came; that graciouſly drew and deter- 
mined me in fach a manner, tha: I got into the ark 
and was ſafe, when many others were wafhed off 
and periſhed for ever. 


MEDITATION II. 4 
From 2 Peter ii. 4. | 


| Cod ſpared not the Angels that finned, but caſt them 
=” ED down.to Hell, 


IO W admirable, free and diſtinguiſling is the 
11 love of God to mankind ſinners, in pityigg 
them in their low and loſt eſtate! O how different is 
the caſe of fallen men upon the carth, from the 
1 caſe of fallen angels in hell, and that of damn- 
ed ſouls there! Manna is rained down upon us, 
while an eternal ſhower of fire and brimſtone falls 
5 | B 2 down 


Fallen Men APY 


down upon them. They are bound in chains of 
darkneſs, whillt thou, Lord, art drawing us with 
cords of love. 
take on their nature; but thou haſt ſpared us, mar- 
ried our nature, and exalted it to the heavens, They 


continue without hope under the deluge of God's 


virath, while the pleaſant rainbow of the ſacrament 


appears to us, as a token of God's covenant of grace, 


and of his willingneſs to ſecure us from that over- 


flowing flood, by the interpoſition of his dear Son in 


our nature. O how welcome ſhould we make. that 
goſpel rainbow)! 

Lord, thy wrath ſoon "VEN out againſt the an- 
gels chat fell; thou didſt puniſh them immediately up- 
on their ſirning againſt thee, Thou didit not wait 
for their repentance, nor make any offer of mercy to 
them ; but, jreſently upon their firſt offence, didſt 


; denn them to everlaſting chains of darkneſs. O 


now far different is thy manner of dealing with = 
Long haſt thou waited upon us after we have ſinned; 

yea, thou haſt followed us with thy mercy after 
many refuſals of it, and even after our trampling 
the preciovs blood of Chriſt under our feet! Mar- 


vellous and peculiar is thy mercy to fallen men in 


reſpect of ſallen angels! Glory to ſovereign free 
mercy, that thou did} not caſt us off for ever 
without a parley, as thou didſt them; but waits, 
to be gracious to us, long ſtretching out. thy 
hand, and calling us to repentance; faying, Turn 
ye, turn ye; hy will ye die? 

Againſt the finn ing angels God was ſo provoked, 


that he reſolved within himſelf, and hath kept his re- 
{ , tion ever ſince the beginning of the world, and 


will keep it to all eternity, that he will not fo much 


as enter into a parley with theſe creatures, how- 


ever glorious they once were, nor be reconciled to 
chem v upon any terms; yea, that he will hear of no 
terma, but will revenge himelf upon them to all 

ternity. 


Thou didſt not ſpare angels, nor 


— 


| and fallen Angels puniſhed, 7 
eternity——May not then the hearing of this cauſe 
us to quake and tremble ? For, why might not the 
Lord have dealt with us in the ſame manner, who” 
were far more wretched and miſerable creatures 
than angels? Surely if a king be fo angry with an 
ending nobleman, that was once his: ſpecial fa- 
vourite,.25 to baniſh him from court, and afterwards < 
near of no terms of reconciliation wich him; would 
not a foctman,. or mean ſervant, that had. offend- 
ed, when hearing of this, begin to dread, and ſay, 
hat will become of me a poor man, when the 
king treats his peers ſo ſeverely? I may ſurely de- 
ſpair of a remiffion or reconciliation with hin. 80 
in like manner, we poor clay worms, upen hearing” 
of God's ſeverity to fallen angels, might have been 
overwhelmed with fear, if the Bible had not told? 
us, that the Son of God his delights were avith the 
fens of men ; that. verily. bò test not on him the-nature- 
of angelt, butube took on bim the- ſeed of © Abraham, | 
Heb, ii. 16. and that he, gave himſelf to be a. 
li- offering and ſacrifice for men! A toniſhing news! 
Glory to Gd for theſe glad tidings of great joy 
O admirable love to Adam's rebellious offspring! 

Haſt thou, Lord, paſt by angels, and remembred us 
in our low eſtate! and in thy infinite compaſſion be- 
come our Surety, to appzaiſc divine juſtice for our 
heinous fins, - when no other, ſacrifice could do it! O- 
What ſhall we render to thee for this diftinguzſhing 
love! Surely our condition in Adam was no better 
khan that of the angelt who left their firſt eſtate. 
By nature we were in a moſt dreadfuł caſe, lying, 
like J/aac, bound on the altar, to bs a (ſacrifice to 
the juſtice of God, and the. ſword of juſtice lift up. 
to give the killing blow, until the Son of God dil- 
covered himſelf as the ram caught in the - thickets. 
and calling to juſtice, hold thy hand, looſe then, 
and bind me in their room; 1 will be the ſacrifice for 
them. In chcong fallen men, and not angels, Ged + - 
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Fallen Men pitied, &c. 


gave an amazing inſtance of the ſovereiguty of his: 


grace, that he would be merciful to whom he would. 

be merciful; would pals by the ſuperior nature, and 

chooſe the inferi ior; prefer veſlels of 1 to veſſels 

of gold! What can we ſay? Nothing, but wonder 

at God's free grace Unſpeakable love! Lord, 
it had been much if thou hadſt provided an angel to 
mitigatèe our ſufferings in hell, by giving us drops. 
of water to cool our tongue; but that thou ſhouldſt 

have condeſcended to come and change rooms with 
us, ly in hell for us, and ſuffer the very pains, and. 
agonies due to us, is love that paſjeth knowlege, 

Lord, when 1 conſider thy diſtin ouiſhing | pity, and- 
Jow ſtoop, to purchaſe and recover ſuch clods of 
earth and fin with thy blood and agonies, I am a- 
mazed at thy love, confounded at my own ingrati- 
tude, and athamed at the coldne's and hardneſs of 

my heart! Oh ! was Chriſt willing to change rooms 
with the like of me, and ſhall not I be willing to 
change rooms with him, and at his demand ta part 
with the filthy rags * my fins, and take onthe robe 
of his righteoufnefs! 2? O ſhall not this auazing love 
of Chrift conſtrain me to love him again, and Lve to 
him that died for. me ? Shall it not conſtrain me to 
ok on him? conſtrain me to eloſe with and truſt 
in him! ? conſtrain me to commend him? conſtrain 
me to hate and avoid his enemy, ſin? conſtrain me 
to adhere to. Chriſt's truths and ways? to perſevere- 
in prayer, praiſe, and holy walking? 

Are fallen angels left, and fallen men pitched up- 
on to be the monuments of free grace, to fill up 
the vacant rooms. which angels fell from? What 
ſhall 1 ſay to this, but, evez-/o, Father, for. ſo it. 

pleaſed thee ; let thy ſovereign free grace be the eter- 
nal fong of both men and angels. Not unto us, net 
unto us, but unts thy num be the glory, —Blefled be 
God, that I hear this joyful ſound of reconciliation 
with allen wen, and of a treaty of peace @.rried 
© ON: 


\ 


L 


Britain's Goſpel Mercies, &c. 9 
an with them: the devils never heard, and never 
will hear ſuch news. But Oh, if I come not in, 
and accept of the terms and offers made to me in 
the goſpel, Iwill put myſelf in a worſe caſe than the 
devils : for it cannot be charged upon fallen angels, 
as on fallen men, that God was willing to be recon- 
ciled to them, an.* they would not. Now then, when 
the goſpel treaty is proclaimed, God forbid I be 
ſound guilty of refuſing his terms, ſcorning his offers, 
and defying his threatenings. © how ſhall I eſcape, 
if I negledt ſo great and wonderful ſalvation as is ten- 
dered to me? Neglect it, Lord, I dare not, I will 
not, Lo, I come, I accept, I:embrace, I take 
hold of thy covenant, and the ſeal of it tendered to 
me: I renounce the old covenant, I break league. 
this day with all thy enemies, I proclam war againſt 
them: I cloſe with Chriſt Jeſus, both as my righte- 
ouſneſs and my ſtrength: I make a full and free ſur- 
render and reſiguation of myſelf unto the Lord, to 
be his, and his only, in all Jam, and in all I enjoy, 
to be ordered and. diſpoſed of for his glory and ſer - 
vice. Lord, Lam thine; I will not be my oven, 1 
will not be the world's, but 1 will be thine, thine 
only, and thine v Rolly; thine to love thee, ſerve- 
and obey. thee without reſerve: ſince thou wouldſt 
bave no nature but mine, I will have no will but 
thine, I renounce my own will, and take thine for 
my rule. Lord, I am thine, O ſave thou me; and 
L will trumpet forth the praiſes of free gace and re- 
deeming love for ever. Amen. 


MEDITATION III. 
_ . From Pfalm exlvii. 20. 
He hath not dealt fo with any Nation. 


FT) HE nation of ſrael was ſingularly privileged 
T above. others; they were taken into covenant 


N with: 


ro ritain's Gg eaten 


with God, they had God's word and ordinanees, 
the means of converſion and ſalvation; they had the 
goſpel revelation, the knowlege and promiies of the 
Meſiah,——But we under New-Teltament times, 
and in Britain, are yet more peculiarly privileged- 
with clearer light and diſcoveries of the /Hefiah than. 
the nation of //rae/ had. They lided under a dark- 
er and harſher diſpenſation of the covenant of grace 
by Mefes, whoſe firſt miracle was the turning c 
abater into blood; but we live under the clearer and 
ſweeter diſpenſation of it by Chriſt himſelf, whoſe 
firſt miracle was the turning of water into abi, that 
cheers the heart. The nation of 1/racl were called: 
a people near unto God; but in gatpei-times we are 
allowed yet nearer acceſs to G od, taan they had. 
The children of //7ae! were not allowed fo much as 
to touch the mount on which the Lord came down; 


the men of Beiſiſbemaſhb had not liberty to look in toy: 


the ark, the place of his reſidence :—3ut, beho)-!, 


we are allowed to take a near view and tteady look. 


of a crucified Jeſus in the ſacrament, who is the 
image of the invijivle God, the brightneſs of his Father's. 


glory; and the expreſs image of his perſon, Yea, we. 


have liberty not only to lock to him, but alſo to- 


touch him, handle Eis wounds, , embrace his en | 


and lodge him in our hearts. 
The advantage of a clear revelation of a cracifi- 


ed Chriſt in the goſpel ordinances, and particularly” 


inthe Lord's ſupper, is an invaluable privilege. It the 
royal Pſalmiit admired the divine goodnels | in cauſ- 
ing the ſun, moon and ſtars to ſhine in the firma- 
ment fon man's hehoof, and therefore cries; What is - 
man, that God is thus mindful of him ? How far greater 
cauſe have we to ſay fo, when we obſerve how God - 
_ cauſes the Sun of righteouſneſs ſhine ſo brightly in 


the firmament of goſpel-ordinances, and the day 
ring from on high to viſit us with the light of aw 


ing 0 and of eternal ſalvation through - 
| | veg 


Matter of Praiſe. «. 11 


him? Again, if the Pſalmiſt exalts God's good- 


neſs ſo much in his giving the beaſts of the field, 
fowls of the air, and fiſhes of the ſea, to be food for 
man; what ground haye- we to admire and praiſe 
God's infinite mercy, in giving us the fleſh and blood 
of his own dear Son to preſerve the lives of our ſouls ! 
O what rare goſpel- feaſts are theſe which God allows 
us in the land wherein we dwell? And O how won 
derfully are they preſerved and continued with us, 
from time to time, by the miraculous working of 
God's mercy and power! while others are viſited 
with cleanneſs of teeth, and a famine of the word 
of God. He hath not dealt with every nation as with us. 
And, Lord, how diſtinguiſhing is thy goodneſs un- 
to me a moſt unworthy creature! By thy mercy I. 
was born in a valley of. viſion; and I dwell in a. light- 
ſome Go/ben, when multitudes of others, in Pagan 
and popiſh nations, are covered with Egyptian dark- 
neſs, and fit in the region of the thadow of death. 


I hear heaven's free market- days of grace proclaim- 


ed, when others have ſilent ſabbaths ; I am invited 
to a rich banqueting-houſe, when others are ſtarving 
for want of the bread of life. O that I could value 
my mercies aright ! It is a great privilege that l 
am allowed to ſpeak to the great God in- prayer, and 
to hear him ſpeak unto. me in his word! But ſtill he 
puts a greater honour upon me, by calling me to en- 
joy intimate communion and fellowſhip with himſelf, 
yea, inviting me to ſit down with him at his table, 
and feaſt upon the fruits of Chriſt's death, and bene - 
fits of his purchaſe l Oh, I am not worthy of 
the leaſt crumb. that falls from the childrens table, 
and far leſs of being ſet down at the table with the 
children to eat of their bread, and {hare of the dain- 
ties provided for them by their heavenly Father, if 
Peter, after having ſeen Chriſt's glory and his own. 
vileneſs, judged himſelf unworthy to be in the ſame 
ſhip with Chrif, and therefore cried, Depart from 
. He. 


pr 


2 Britain's Coſpel-mercies, 

me, fer JI am a ſinful man; how ſhould 1, the chief 
of ſinners, adventure to fit at the ſame table with 
him, and fecd upon his fleſh and blood? ing 
condeſcenſion ! 
O what diſtinction doth God make among nati- 
ons, in ſending the goſpe! to them, with clear views 
and preſſing ters of a crucified Jeſus to par iſhing 
ſouls! And what cauſe have we in theſe nations of 
admiring the diſtinguiſhing goodneſs of God to us in 
this reſpect beyond other! Would we not admire his 
1 if he cauſed the ſun ſhine only in our 

orizon, as he did on Go/hen, when other nations 
were covered with darkneſs, as the land of Egypt 
was? Jet ſurely the goſpel-ſun is by far a greater 
mercy.— The goſpel is indeed a joyful ſound, Pſal. 
IXxxix. 15, fo called, with alluſion to the ſilver 
. trumpets made uſe of under the law to call people 
to the ſolemn aſſemblies, and to intimate to them 
the feaſt of the paſſover, which repreſented the love 
and ſufferings of the Meſſab. A joyful found the 
goſpel is indeed, if we compare it with the ſound of 
the law's curies and threatnings thundered from 
mount Sinai againſt ſinners. But, behold, this 
joyful ſound bringing ſalvation comes from heaven, 
even to heaven-daring ſinners, who had. openly re- 
belled againſt the God of heaven! Glad news! 
Blefled are they who know this joyful ſound ; know 
it ſo, as to believe it, admire it, entertain ir, and 
comply with it, ſo as to receive Chrit oiered theres 
in to loſt finners. 
Lord, F make this jo ont n loot it 15- 
muſic to my ear, and a cordial to my heart, I reck- 
on their feet beautiful who bring ſuch glad-tidings 
to ny ſoul, O how welcome would men make them, 
who would bring them an invention, that would 2. | 
cure their eſtates from conſuming, their houſes from 
burning, or their bodies from dyi ing! - Zut here we. 
have the ture news: of an invention That doth much 
more. 
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Hatter of Praiſe. 13 

mere for us than all this, even a device that ſecures 
15 from hell, and enſures us of heaven, Ought I not 
then chearfully to comply with this joyful ſound, 
and fall in with the call thereof? God forbid that I 
ſuould ſtop my ears at it; it had been better for me 


| 2 | then never to have heard of it at all: how dreadful 
would my caſe be at the judgment-day ! How would 


8 devils, Turks, heathens, and my Own conicience, 
upbraid me in hell to all eternity for my folly in 
fighting this joyful ſound ! Surely God may flight 
2X the mournful ſound of their prayers in time of di- 
oF fires, who ſlight the joyful found of his goſpel in 
time of health. But, Lord, I bliſs thee for it, 1 

love it, I receive it, I welcome it, I fall heartily in 
with it, and will admire it for ever. 


MEDITATION Ty. 


From 1 Jeln i 3 


1 eli what Manner of Love the Father herd be- 
25 Sipwed upon us ! 


N the amazing work of our redemption, we are 
5 Father, and the love of the Son. Unſpeakable love 


called to behold and admire both the love of the 


of the Father! that contrived our redemption, 
1 pitched upon and aye the Redeemer, O how readi- 


ly accepted he of the Son's offer to ſuffer and ſatisfy 
infinite juſtice for ſin in our room! Upon our' fall, 
he might juſtly have, ſaid, No, the ſoul that ſins 
ſhall die perſonally, 1 will admit of no ſurety. But, 
== glory to the bleſſed Father, ſuch was his love to us, 
chat when the dear Son ſaid, Father, I will be the 
RE Surety-for ſinners of mankind, let my blood be ſhed - 
for theirs, let the blow light on me, let me die in 
their room; ſuch was the love and pity of the Fa- 
ther to us, that he eee, SO Ds Mrs held 
| our 


— — P A IA A A om nts 


14 The aſtoniſhing Love of Y 
our Redeemer at his word, ſaying, Be it as thou haſt 7 
faid: Awake, O froord again? the man, that is ini, 
Fellow; ſmite the Shepherd, and ſpare the ſheep. 
I will glorify my juſtice upon my own dear Son, ra- 
ther than upon them, Amer, ſaid the bleiſed Son 
of God: I will be the Sacrifice! 9 
O love unſpeakable, both in the Father and the 
Son! Human love, angelical love is nothing to it! 
O what is the love of creatures one to another, to 
this love of God to man! Aſtonifhing love! that 
the eternal Son of God, intreated by no man, but 
hated of all men, ſhould in his love and pity intreat 4 
for men; yea, undertake and die for them, when ene; | 
mies to God and all that 1s good ! ! 0 the breadth, © jo 
the length, O the depth, © the height of this love of % 
Chriſt, which paſſeth knowlege! I may poihbly feel # 
it, but I cannot fathom it. The love of creatures is 
| nothing to the love of Chriſt, It was great love 
that Jacob bore to Rachel, that he endured the heat i 
of ſummer, and froſts of winter for her: but all 
that was nothing to the winter- ſtorm which Chriſt 
ſuffered for us. It was extraordinary love that 7-— 
nathan had to David, that he would peril his life to 
avert his Father's wrath from him: but what was 
that to Chriſt's love, that took on his eternal Fa- 
ther's wrath, which was infinitely greater than Saus, 
and actually laid down his life to avert that dreadful 
ſtorm of wrath from us! What love was it that 
made him ſtand before the mouth of hell furnace, 
and ſuffer himſelf to be ſcorched with it, in the moſt 
terrible manner, that he might ſtop the flame from 
breaking out on us! Behold him receiving the ſword 
of juſtice into his bowels, to prevent its being ſheath- 8 
ed into our hearts! Behold, when the ſea 'of God's by 
wrath raged and was tempeſtuous, threatening to 
ſwallow us all up; Chriſt came, and faid, like 7-725, Wi 
ſpare theſe poor finners; take me up, and cait ne 
into the ſea in their ſte ad, that the ſtorin may be 
appeaſed Wi 


* 


the Father and the Jon. 4 


| X appeaſed againſt them! . Chriſt was willing to be caſt 


t into the ſea of wrath, to be a bleſſed plank of mer- 


J So, Mo 8 tend. 


p . [ cy for ſhipwrecked ſouls to grip to, and be ſaved. 


Admirable love of the Father of our Lord Jeſus 


4 

cChriſt, who would give his dearly beloved Son, out 
of free love and pity to man, to die and ſuffer wrath 
for him! and would chuſe rather to ſee his dear 8on 


agonizing and ſtruggling under infinite wrath for a 


time, than to ſee an ele& world ſtruggling in hell 
4 among devils for ever! O who can utter the mighty 
d acts of the Lord! who can ſhew forth all his praiſe! 
O Father of mercies, from all eternity thou forefaw - 
our fall and miſery, and, in thy wiſdom and love, 


didſt contrive a noble remedy for us: thou even 
didſt provide a Surety for man before the debt wag 


25 contracted, a Saviour for him before he was loſt; and 
by this glorious Surety thou haſt found out a noble 
way to ſatisfy both the demands of juſtice and in- 


treaties of mercy, and glorify both theſe divine per- 


fections at once. By this, Lord, we know thou lov- 


eſt us, that thou haſt not with-keld thy Son, thine 


only Sen from us, to be ſacrificed in our room; and 
gracioufly calleſt us to commemorate thy love, in 
== providing this Sacrifice, at thy holy table. Inſtead 
of this, thou mighteſt juſtly have called multitudes 
ol us together, to make us a ſacrifice to thy juſtice 
for our heinous fins and rebellions againſt heaven. But 
XZ behold thou calls us together to thy table upon a 
quite other deſign, even to intimate to us a Sacrifice 
of thy own providing, ſufficient for us al; and ac! 


O 


tually to behold the bleading victim of the innocent 


Lamb of God, who willingly, at his Father's call, 


gave himſelf to be ſlain to take away the fins of the 


world | Lord, what didit thou ſee in ſuch creatures; 


to make thee love us after this manner? Nothing, 


but much to make thee lothe us; yet the time when 


== we were molt Joth ſome, thou madeſt it the time of 


love! Surely ty thoughts are rot as var thoughts, 
OE” | u. 


16 The aftoniſbing Love of 


nor thy WAYS As GUT ways / How aſtoniſhing was thy 2F 


conduct in redeeming us when loſt? and worſe are 
we than devils, if we be not raviſhed with the love 
of the Father in projecting our redemption, and with 
the love of his eternal Son that made him leave bis 
glory i in heaven, and even wade through hell to ſave 
the dregs of the creation. 

O what manner of love is this, that the Father 
did give his eternal Son, to die for theſe. who deſerved 
etcrnal wrath for their lid and treaſon againſt 
himſelf! When notice was firſt given in this lower 
world, that the Son. of God was coming down te 
it from heaven; hat could have been expected, 
but that his bali here would be to condemn the 


world, and haſten the execution of thoſe he found 


in arms againſt him? But O! who can think, and 
not wonder, that he ſhould have ſent him to ſuffer 
and die for ſuch as forfeited their lives, and deſerved 
to be ſlain; yea, for ſuch as were alienated from the 
life ' of God, and full of enmity againſt him, un- 
worthy of any place of abode upon earth, and by 
their wickedneſs fully prepared for hell: O how 
ſurprizing it is, chat God would, in this our miſer- 
able ſtate, ſend the Son of his love to die for us, 
reſcue us from deſerved wrath, and purchaſe a new 
title for us to life and glory! Behold what manner 
of love this is, that the juſt ſhould ſuffer for the un- 
juſt, the juſt Prince for the unjuſt rebels that were in 
arms againſt him, the King of glory for the chil- 
dren of diſobedience, the obedient Son for mortal e- 
nemies! O this is ſuch a manner of loving, that the 
| higheſt tranſport of wondering cannot reach: For 
fearcely for à rigbieous man will one dare to die; 
but God commends his love to us, in that, while we 


were yet ſinners, Ghrift died for us, Rom. v. 7, 8. 


Oh how am I able to hear, ſpeak, or think of this 


love, and my heart not burn with an admiring F 


tenſe of the freeneſs and riches of God's grace; and 
with 


, 
x 


the Father and the Son. 17 


with a vehement hatred and indignation againſt my 


ſins, which contributed to pierce and erucity my glo- 
rious Redeemer | Can I but be raviſhed with love 
to him, when he comes to communicate his love to 


me at his table, and ſay, Behold how I have Jovel 


| you, and given myſelf for you! I was % of, but 
not for m. yfelf ; Jui. evounded for vour trakſor: Maus, 
and bruiſed for your iniquities, It was for you 1 Was 
betrayed, reviled, condemned and crucified ; ſor vou 


my hands and feet were nailed to the tree, my 
head crowned with thorns, and my ſide pierced 
with a ſpear: and all this 1 ſuffered, that you 
might be ſaved from hell, and get fn forgiven, and 
God reconciled to you ſor even; 


MEDITATION V 


From Pſalm viii. 4, 
What is Man, that tou art mindful of him 


HE N David beheld the heavens, with its glo- 


rious luminaries, the ſun, moon and ſtars, 
— the mighty works of God in the creation, and 


conſidered what a mean figure man made among? 
them; he admires God's condeſcenſion and goodneſs 
in his concern and pains about him, in his works of 
providence and redemption. Lord, what is man, 
fallen man, that thou ſhouldeſt notice him ſo much? 
A poor, vile, ſinful worm ! And yet how ſingularly: 
minded and honoured is he, in God the Son his under- 


— 


taking to be his Cautioner and Ranſom ! Had he done. 


it for angels it had not been ſo marvellous; but 
what is man, that God ſhould viſit him in this: man- 
ner! Should pay him a homely viſit in human nature, 


to ſee what ailed him, to hear his complaints, and 


know teelingly his wants and miſeries, that he might 


Ce | : the 


18 The ani bing Conde af on 


the better ſympathize with Jan, relieve and ſupply 
him ? 

But who is this that comes to pay this viſit to 
man? Even he that is King of kings, and Lord of 
lords, who is infinite in majeſty and power, in riches 
and glory. How awful are tlie de:criptions given us 
of him inthe Bible? Great is our Lord, and of great 

power, bis underſtanding is infinite, He calls the 
ſtars by their names. Whatſoever he pleaſed, that did he 
in heaven and in earth, in the ſeas and all deep places. 
And it is ſaid of his coming to judgment, Dan, vii. 
10. A fiery ſtream iſſued forth from before him, thou- 
land thouſands miniſtred unto him, and ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand ſtood before bim. And yet this al- 
mighty perſon, the great God, condeſcends to clothe 
himſelf with our nature, and ſtoops to the very 
ground; in the moſt lowly manner, to pay a kind vi- 
lit to his rebellious creature, man, even man that is 
a worm; and when he gets not acceſs to him at firſt, 
he continues to ſtand and knock at his door. O how 
marvellous is this, that he who was Omnipotent, that 
could by a word have annihilated fallen man, and 
ercated a more amiable creature in all reſpects in his 
room, ſhould ſtoop ſo low to him! That he who was 
Ommiſcient, and perfectly knew man's unworthineſs, 
his enmity, his in gratitude, and what unkind returns 
he would make for the greateſt kindneſs, ſhould 
court him io earneſtly! T hat the Judge of heaven 
ſhould come down from the bench, and put on the 
pannelis clothes, that he might anſwer and ſatisfy the 
law for him! That the great General of the armies ® 
Ci f heaven, ihould put himfelf in the room of a poor 
con2e:nned deferter to ſuffer for him! That the 
Creator ſhould ſtoop to die for the creature, even 
the great God for a worm, man; is love that fwal- 
lows up cur thoughts and language What can we 
think, what can we fay of it! it is love that paſſeth i 
knowl-g2 | the moſt penetrating angel cannot fathom WE 
u3 | 


. 
3 


of the great God to fallen Man. 19 


"8 ts height, its depth, its breadth, or its length! 
hy? for its height, it is inſinitely higher than the 
"2 higheſt heavens. For its depth, none can fee its 
" bottom, for it made him ſtoop as low as hell. For 
iss breadth, it is as broad as the whole earth, and 
the whole heavens too; it comprehends all his peo- 
A © ple, even theipooreſt ute on earth, as well as the 
higheſt faint in heaven. For its length, it never 
ends, but continues without interruption, notwith- 
ſtanding of provocations; nay, it is drawn out paral - 
el with the longeit hne of eternity. 

CL rd, whatis man that thou ſhouldeſt have minded 
him, vikiad him, and loved him ſo! A creature moſt - 
Me unlovely, u igly and black as hell; that had got the 
image of God razed out, and the image of Satan pic- 
*X tured in its room. A creature lame and impotent, 
hat could not riſe but a Chriſt lifted him, could not 
ſtand but as he upheld him, could not walk but as he- 
led him, nor move but as he drew him. —A rebel, 
that was in league with hell, that hated his: ſove- 
reign, and was plotting with the devil to pull the 
= crown off his head. A creature made lothſome by 
ſm̃ in God's fight, yea more lothſome than a new - 
born iſant wallowing in its blood, than Feb when 
tull of boils, . than Lazarus full of ſores, or a dead 
3X carcaſs crawling with worms. A creature that was 
undeſirous of God's viſit or help, and unwilling to 
accept of it; that faid to him, Depart from us, we 
= de/ire not the knxwlege of thy ways, A creature 
that contemned his love, rejected his offers, and: 
XZ trampled his blood. Who would have pitied ſuch a 
creature? one ſo poor, ſo vile, ſo miſerable! It had 
been much to have given him an als; but for the: 
Son of God to give his- life for him, may ſtrike men. 
and angels with aſtoniſhing ſurprize for ever. Lord, 
== what is man! a poor feeble craving worm, that” 
ou /houldeſt be mindfil of him after this manner? 
And what are we, that we ſhould ſtillhave the offers 
G3 of 
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_ which God hath laid up for him hercafter? F 
not ſeen it, ear hath not heard it, nor hath it enter-- 
ed into the heart of man to conceive how gxeat it is! 
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20 The Honours and ſavours 


of this love continued to us? Oh, ſhall we ever make 
light of this love any more? 1 , Lord, help my 
umbelief. 

There is a parallel text, Pal. . 3. Lord, 
5 is man that thou takeſi knowlege of him? Gr. 

he Son of man that thou' mqkeſt account of hin ? 

W hat a poor little thing is man, that thou houldſt 
make ſo great account of him, put ſuch reſpect up- 
on him above all other creatures, ſo as to condeſcend 
to ſtand in a nearer relation to him than to any. 
other, as that of a father, a brother, a hucband, à 


friend, &c. yea mere, thou haſt dignified this poor 
thing, 


man, ſo much as to aſſume his nature into 
an inefable, perſonal union with the ſecond Per;on. 
of the ever glorious Trinity, whereby the nature of 
man is exalted above all the angels of heaven. It 
is not the angelical, but the hwnan nature, which 
God hath chojen to tabernacle in; and now it is ho- 
noured ſo far, as to be ſet on the right-hand of the 


Majeſty ON high. — The great acccunt Cod hath of. 3 
this little thing, aan, appears further in the great 


coſt he hath laid out for him. Mh? Cod not only 
gives his creatures to die for man, to yield him food, 

hut he alſo gives his Chriſt to die for him, to procure 
him eternal life, 


O what a favourite of heaven mult this. little crea- 
ture, man, be. 


Lord, who can but wonder at the honour: ho = 3 


"haſt already put upon an, and at che favours thou 


fill deſigns for him! Great things haſt thou laid out, 
and great things haſt thou laid up for man, I ad- 

mire. thy low ſtoop in the viſit thou madeſt man, in 
ear Son, and in thy viſit in 
the goſpel- proclamation, and offer of pardon through. | 
him! But let me ſtill. plead ſor another viſit in the i 


the incarnation of thy 
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Again, how great is the goodneſs = 
Eye hath. 
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bY God beſl OWS ON Man. 21 | 
1 eFafion of thy holy Spirit: this other viſit thou Know- | 


eſt is neceſſary to inake the former effectual to my fal-. 
vation. May then thy holy Spirit work faich in me, 


to fall in · ich thy glorious device for the redemption 
of man in all points, to accept of thy love- offers, My 
reſt upon thy tree promiſes of ſalvation through Jeſu 

2X Chrilt, and his moſt perfect righteouſneſs, p tures 


M E. D. IL N A TI ON VI. 


From 1 Cor. x. 4. 
And that Rock, was (. briſt. 


O V uſeful was that rock in the wilderneſs. to 
N the raelites ſojourning there, after ic was 
ſmitten by Moſes his rod: when they were ready 
to periſh in that dry deſert, the rock ſent forth 
ſtreams. of water to them in great abundance; 
ſtreams that followed them up hill and down hill, 
in all their. turnings and windings, marches and 
countermarches through that weary land. That rock 
was to them a lively type of Chriſt, ho being imit- 
ten by the rod of the law's curſes, whoſe miniſter 
Mofes was, ſends forth plentiful ſupplies to his people, 
while travelling in the wilderneſs of this world, 
There are two princival ſtreams of bleſſings which 
he ſends forth, moſt uſeful to us, to wit, a ſtream of 
blaod for our juſtification, and a ſtream of the Spi- 
rit for our ſandtification. The channel or conduit- 
pipes, for conveying theſe ſtreams to us, are the or- 
dinances and promiſes. of the goſpel; and through 
theſe pipes, theſe bleſſed Fs. run freely to all true 
believers, from the rock Chriſt, e was broach- 
ed for them. 

Oh, how coſtly was our os to our dear 
kinſman Jeſus Chriſt, dear did our ſouls coſt him! 
The rock of our ſalvation was cleaved aſunder, rent 
ang n to the very heart, to let out the waters 
of 


m_ Clift our: frreami ng Rock, 


of life to us, by which only we can be preferved- 
from eternal death, and obtain eternal life. How 
coitly and precious are the {treams of Chritt's blood 
and ipirit, his-mercy and grace, which fi from 
the imitten rock, and follow us through the wil- 
derneſs in the free offers of the goſpel! They are 
Itfe-givir, - ſtreams, fire-quenching, . heart-ſoftmng,. 
ſaul-clea anſing, healing and fruRifying ſtreams: wel- 
come then ſhould we make the ſe ſtreums to our ſouls 
in this dry and thirſty land, Likeways the rock 
was to the /ſraclites a ſhadow from the heat, and a 
covert from tempeits and ſtorms: ſo Chriſt our 
rock ſcreens us from the ſcorchi ing heat of vindictive 
juſlice, and from the waves and billows of God's 
wrath. How neceſſary and uſeful is the rock 
Chriſt to the ſouls. of fallen men ! Oh, let me never 
Feſhurun-lixe, lightly eſteem this rock of our ſalva- 
tion. O let me never go to falſe rocks; or falſe: 
ſtreams, for thelter or ſupply in ſtraits, when the 
true rock is ſo near, and the ſaving ſtreams run cloſe 
by my door; yea, follow me, daily in the channel? 
of the word and ſacraments: fireams appointed by Mi 
heaven to anſwer all the cates and ailments of loſt- 
finners, O ſhall God in his tender mercy - provide. 
ſuch a wonderful remedy; ſet the rock a-broach. for 
me, and cauſe its ſtreams to fe:low me; and thall I 
be ſo foolith as turn my back upon chem, and retuſe: 
to apply or make uſe of them? O ſave me from ſuch: 
curſed ingratitude and madneſs; I believe, Lord, 
help my unbelief. 
O how much ſhould my heart be. affected at thy 
' Holy table, when J ſee the rock of my ſalvation. 
ſmitten by che rod of juſlice, and behold the bloody 
ſpear pierce into his heart! O Rock of ages, what 
made thee to rend and cleave ſo O brightneſs of thy 
_ Father's glory, who hath disfigured thee 10 © Ri- 
ver of life, clear as eryſtal, who hath trouble thee 
fo? Oh, it was my fins, my] * my paſſion, my: 
6 unbelief 


ftoſt profitable in ail Caſes. 22 


Z unbelief, my wordlineſs, my hardneſs, impenitence, 
Cc. Thete were the cauſe of my Redeemer's ſuf- 
ferings. The iniquities of ſinful men were laid upon 


2 him, When he was pierced, it was I that ſhould 


have been ſmitten, When he groaned and ſwate 


blood, 1 ſhoutd have howled and roared in hell. 


Harder than the rock is my heart, if I can ſee my 


$ | dear Saviour ſmitten and pierced, and not mourn, 0 
can l fee his fide and heart ſtreaming out blood, and 


1 mine eyes not pour out tears! Can I behold the 
rock ſmitten for the ſins of inen, and not adore the 
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huolineſs and juſtice of God manifeſted therein? Can 
Il ſee my innocent Saviour wounded and ſlain for my 
= fins, and iny ſoul not hate them; yea, ſhall 1 not 
be filled with horror and trembling at temptations 
to ſn? | 


Let me, at my Saviour's call, approach to his ta- 


ble, and come near to the rock of my ſalvation, and 
& hearken to the raging billows of infinite wrath, 

3 daſhing againſt the rock for my ſins, and even mak- 
ing the rock to groan, ſweat and tremble under the 
preſſure. O what a dreadful hurricane of wrath did 
& he endure, to keep the ſwelling ocean of divine wrath 


from overflowing guilty men! Surely my glorious Im- 


manuel's groaning and ſweating blood under the 
ſtrokes of God's vengeance, is a greater evidence of 


the implacable wrath and indignation of God againſt 
ſn, than if he had hurled all the rocks of the crea- 
tion into the midſt of the ſea, yea, or a thouſand 
worlds of men and angels into hell. O that, while 
I am beholding this fight, I may tremble. at ſin, 


come by faith under the ſhadow of this rock, and 
run into the clefts of it for ſafety. Here I would be 


out of the reach of the law's curſes, and threat- 
nings of wrath; and though I hear the roarings and 
daſhings of the ſea upon the rock, yet a drop of it 
could not tauch me. | | 

ö O that 


** 


— 


24 Eprift our ftreaming Rock, IC 
O that I could imitate Moſer, when I am at the: 
table, and ſniite the rock by the rod of faith, that 
the ſtreams of Chrilt's blood and Spirit may flow out 
to me. What was his error will be-my-wifdom, te 
{mite the rock oftner. than once, to put forth many 


acts of faith On Jeſus Chriſt, ſuch as the diſcernin g, ä 5 % 


aſſenting, approviag, deriving, receiving, cloſing, 
embracing, truſting, pleading, applying, and appro- *# 


priating acts of true faith. May I, like /rae/ of 


old; Deut. xxxit. 13. be helped by faith to ſuck ho- 
ney out of the rock, and oil out of flirty rock: 
honey and oil, ſweetneſs. and fatneſs, quickning 
and comfort. How ſhall I come at this honey and 
oil? Only by ſucking: and how ſhalt” I ſack, but 
by the mouth of faith ? There is no ſucking without 
it. Neither can I ſuck by faith, unleſs God make 
me do it; for it is ſaid, Deut. xxxii, He made them 


to ſuck honey out of the roct. It is God that mult 


give me both a mouth-and- ſtrength»to ſuck; faith ia 


the habit, and faith in exerciſe. It is only the blow- 


ings of the north and ſouth winds on the garden, 
that make the fpices to low out. Aavate, O north 
wind, come thou ſouth, blow upon my garden ; bring 
faith to life, that I may ſuck honey from Chriſt in 
the ſacrament. Chriſt's breaſts are now full; O let 
not faith be wanting, for if it be wanting, I can 
fuck nothing: bleſſed be God, jeſus Chriſt, my Re- 


deemer, is the Author of faith. Lord, increaſe my 


faith, that I may ſuck honey from the rock, 2. 
But what honey may I expect from it? Anſao. The 
honey of pardon of ſin. © how ſweat is this ho- 
ney The honey of peace and reconciliation. 
with God; — the honey of a law-biding righte- 
ouſneis;—the. honey of acceſs to, and communion. 
with God ;—the honey of enlargement of heart, 
and: looting of bands, Cc. O let me ever ſuck from 
this rock, the rock that anſwers all my needs, and- 
ricbly {fuppiies all my wants. Let me alſo, under 


all. 
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moſt profitable in all Caſes. 25 
all my ſtraits, ſupport myſelf with the Pſalmiſt's 


# cordial, Pſal. xvii, 46. The Lord liveth, and bleſſed 


bie my rock, Why ſhould believers in Chriſt droop in 
any condition, or look like dead men, while their 
Lord liveth, and their Rock ſtandeth ?. Bleſſed be 
bod, my rack is a living and laſting rock, my 
hopes may die, my comforts die, my frames die, 
my gifts, my wealth, and my relations, they may 
all die; but I rejoice in the news, that my Lord will 
not die, nor my Rock fall. He once died for me, 


but he is riſen again; good news! Now he is alive, 
and will die no more. 


\ 


MEDITATION VIL 


n ſpall look upon me whom they bave Pierced, 


.and mourn. 


+ T 11 9 mil 1 ſpe a. net only to the 


Fews when converted, but to all finners when 


brought to repentance, We have all pierced Chriſt, 


in as much as our fins were the cauſe of his death; 
= He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions. Now, a be- 


= lieving fight of a pierced Saviour, is the beſt ſpring 
of ſorrow for ſin; it is faith's look to a crucified 


| TY | Chriſt, that will ſet us a mourning after a godly ſort. 
XZ © that this promiſe may be made good to me at this 


2 time,. that I may be helped to look believingly up- 


on cChriſt as pierced for my fins; my pride, my paſ- 


= fon, my unbelief, my carnality, my diſobedience, 
my impenitence, my fins of the heart, of the tongue. 
and of the life, that I may confeſs and bewail them, 


x mourn and weep over them before the Lord. Oh! 
when ſhall I mourn and weep if not now, when I 
am called to look upon my dear Lord and Surety at 


1 Eis table, all red with blood for my red and fearlet- 
coloured ſins? I will not now ſtand afar off, and 


look 


wt 


26 Chriſt pierced by our Sins, | 
look to my Saviour on the croſs, as theſe women 
who followed him from Galilee, Luke xxiii. 49. No, 
JI will come cloſs to him, take a near look, and a 
narrow view of\his wonnds and piercings by my 
fins, that I may fee how wide and deep they are, 
that 0 eye may affect my heart with godly ſorrow 
for ſin. = 

When I look on him, 1 will conſider the dignity of 
the perſon pierced by and for me; he is the almigh- 
ty Creator, the glorious Immanuel, the Plant of re- 
nown, the Prince of the kings of the earth, that is 
Pierced and nailed to a croſs. Jeremiah laments in 
the captivity, that princes were hanged, up by the 
hands, Lam. v. 12. But what were the prinres of 
Iſrael to the Prince of peace, the King of glory, 
whom I fee hanging nailed through the hands on the 
croſs, and his blood poured out like water upon the 
earth! O it is royal blood, the blood of God, that 
I ſee running down to ſatisfy juſtice for my ſins; and 
will not ſuch a fight cauſe me mourn for them? Can 
I look on my lovely Redeemer, ſtript naked, mount- 
ed up, and fixed with nails to a tormenting croſs ? 
Can I fee his head pierced with thorns, his back 
pierced with ſcourgings, his hands and feet pierced 8 
with big nails, bis ſide pierced with a ſpear, and 
his heart pierced with ſorrows for my ſins, and my 
heart not mourn for them? Yet all the piercings and 
wounds of his ſacret body were but ſmall, to the 
piercings and agonies of his ſoul, when he drank the 
cup of the Father's wrath for me, which made him 
ery out, My ſoul is exceeding ferrowful even 'unts 
death ; my God, my God, way haſt thou forſaken me? 
Can I behold this loving Jeſus, ſtanding in my room, 
bearing the wrath of a © Jeity for me, and my heart 
not bleed! Can I ſee him, when the {word of juſtice 
was drawn to ſmite me, opening his breaſt to receive | 
the ſtroke into his heart, and my heart not melt | 


within me ? Lord, . me ſuch a — by faith, of 
a wound- | 


| 


a muſt affeaing Sight. 2 27 


4 5 A wounded bleedin g Saviour, as to make me 2  melt- 


5 ing and mourning ſinner. 


How can I leave this ſubject until my beart be 


3 more affected? Had I been perſonally at mount Calva- 
, and with my bodily eyes had ſren my dear Redeem: 


er racked and nailed to the tree! Had 4 ſeen him | 
. F lifted up berweet! Heaven and earth, that the 

ons might behold him, with his arms ſtretched. out 
to embrace finners! Had 1 beheld his dying g ; Jooks, 
and heard his dying groans! Had 1 {een his precious 
blood for many hours run from his wounded hands 


7 45 me, for 15 ſins, and in my room. 


1 =} and feet to the earth! Could I have ſtood 12 with 
A | = oe or an unconcerned heart, eſpeci 927 hen 


thought he was ſuffering all 53g out. FS 


*Z fhould not I be as much concerned, when I cometo "ki 
table to celebrate the memorial 17 that fearful | tra- 


4 ge , and look upon the outward figns which r re- 


t the ſame! Lord, give me faith's eye to bet 


i 8 che things fignified thereby, even. the bleedin; 


+ dying of the g/ortous Immanuel. — And _ 
kind of blood is it I fee running down |. It i is inno- 
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EZ cent blood! precious blood ! royal blood! heart 
blood! nay, the blood of the eternal Son of God, 
one drop whereof is wotth an ocean of gur. blood, 
and is of infinite value; and yet behold all this blood 
is ſhed for ſuch worms as t am! O can I think I. 

upon this ſubject, and not find my heart pained with. 
be, and be ready with 72/eph, to feek a ſeoret 


place to weep in? Had an ordinary man been 7 
al 


euted for my crime, it would have affected me 
my days; how much ſhould it touch me to ſee the 
on of God put to death for me! The ſun fainted, 
the Heavens mburned in black, the earth ket, 
and the rocks rent, when is black tragedy 24 
acted; how mich re ſhoald my heart. rend agd 
| moan at the reprefentirion of it before my eyes! 
| — my mourning thoald be great, deep, and bit- 


1 ter 


28 Chriſt bleeding and Sinners weeping, 


„ 


ter mourning, as in the text, like the mourning f 


2 parent for the death of an only ſon; or like the 7% 
- mourning of Hadadrimmsn in the valley of Megid· 
% O what was the death of king 7o/iah to the 
death of King Jeſus, the eternal Son of God! O my 
dear ſlain Lamb, thall Inot mourn and weep over thee! 


oh can I ſee his blood run down in ſtreams, 


and my eyes not pour out ſome drops! Did Chriſt 


ſweat blood, and weep blood for my fins, and ſhall A ; 


not I weep tears for them? Shall I not give drops 
of water for ſtreams of blood! Alas! am I more 
{paring of my tears for Chriſt, than Chriſt was of 
his blood for me ! How faſt. did the blood trickle 7 
down Chriſt's: cheeks in the day he wore the crown a 
of thorns for me? But how flowly do the tears fal! 
from my eyes when I commemorate his dying love? 
Can I ſhed tears in plenty for a dead child]! and 
have I reſerved none for a ſlain Saviour? yea ſlain by #7 


my fins! How fad is it to ſee ſo many weeping eyes 


at a funeral, and ſo many dry eyes at a communi- 7 


on table? Alas, this is a ſad ſign of few looking by 
faith to him we have pierced! few ſenſible of the e- 


vil of their ſins, that were the hammers which drove 
in the nails into his body, O for a realizing act of 
faith, repreſenting all that the Lamb of God ſuffer- 


ed, in the greateſt certainty and cleareſt evidence, 
that it is no deviſed fable, O for an applying and 
appropriating act of faith, to bring all home to my: 
| elf, and ſay, He loved me and gave himſelf for me 

What a hard heart is this I have beyond others! 
Can I fee others weeping and mourning over a ſlain 3 
Saviour, that fit at the ſame table, eat the ſame 
bread, and drink the ſame cup with me, and cannot 
t get one tear! Is God come with his bottle wait- 
ing for my tears? Do others pour into it plentifully, 
and have I not one tear to drop into God's bottle ? 
Lord, what means the hardneſs of my heart, and 


1 ORD, ſince my looks to thee are ſo flight, ſo 


a moſt Hecking Sight, = 


MEDITA TION. VIII. 


From Luke xxii, 61, 62. 


| © The Lord locked: upon. Peter And Peter went out, 


and wept bitterly, _ . 


wavering and inconſtant, that they make little 


or no impreſſion upon my hard heart, do thou vouch- 


ſaſe to look upon me with pity and with power; for: 
thy looks are efficacious, and melt down the hardeſt 
beart, O give me ſuch a look as thou gaveſt Pe- 
ter, when he denied thee, and began to curſe and. 
| ſwear: a look that may bring me to myſelf, and 

cauſe me weep, and weep bitterly at the remem- 

brance of my ſins, my unbelief, my pride, my paſ- 

ſion, mydiſobedience; which pierced thee, mydeareſt 
Lord and Saviour. Look thou upen me, and be merci- 
= ful unto me, Pſal. exix. 132. Chriſt's look to back- 
== lliding Peter was merciful, and full of compaſſion ;' 
his bowels yearned for his poor diſciple, when ready 
to fall into the devil's arms by total and final back- 
lliding, and prevents him ſpeedily; He would not 
let him ly long in that diſmal Rate he fell into, as it 
=X were on the very brink of hell, but preſently plucks 


6 


1 Chrif's. Look to Pere r. 


im back, and recovers him, In like manner, Lord, 
Jook on me, and recover me ſpeedily when 1 fall into 
fin, left my next ſtep be into hell. 1 

Chriſt ook to Peter was a preventing look; he 
oked on Peter before Peter looked to his ur A 
for mercy, and before he looked on himſelf, or upon 
his fin, and the danger he was expoſed to by it, 
Glory to my Redeemer that watches over his PIPE le, > 
ſees and minds their danger, when they ves 
are little thinking upon it; he is more wor Far 577 them 
than they are o themſelves. How marvellous was 9 
Chriſt's love, that would be ſo concerned about Pe- 
ter at ſuch a time, when he himſelf was amidſt his 
bloody enemies, and upon trial for his life? Even 
then, as it were, he forgets his own danger, and 
takes notice of the danger of his ſervant: he, be- 
ing the great Shepherd of the ſheep, ventures all to re- 
{cue one of his flock out of e mouth of the lion, and 
from the paw of the bear. O who would, not deſire i 
to belong to the flock of ſuch a faithfu}, loving and Np 
compaſſionate Shepherd! 1 wy 

The look Chriſt gave Peter was a convincing 
3ook ; it laid open his fin to him with all its aggra- 
vations, which made it very bitter to him. It fpoke 
ſuch! language to hirn as this; O Peter, what haſt 
thou done? Hatt thou caſt off thy Saviour? aud 
« haſt thou ſad, thou knoweſt not me, v. ho knew 
« thee from the wamb, and am going to die for 
© thee? Doſt thou not know me that called thee 
from * nets, that impowered thee to preach the 

« goſpel, and work miracles; that kept thee fron 
„linking in the waters? Am I not he thou ſaweft 
ſhining on mount Taber? even he thou faidit thou 
0 would rather die than deny? O for fuch a con - 
vincing look from Chriſt, that would pierce and melt 
my heart, and make me weep bitterly both now and 
at his table, for my baſe ingratitude, in diſowning 


and piercing my dear Redeemer 1 
i | Chriſt's 


Chriſt's Look to Peter. 31 
Chriſt's look to Peter was a powerful and over- 
4 e look; it conquered his will, looſed him 
from the world and ſin, and made him yield 0 
preſently to Chriſt: he was not able to hold out” 
A a moment longer, but, like Joſeph, ſeeks a ſecret: 
7 1 ace to weep in. O how powerful is a look from 
Lariſt! it is ſufficient to bow the moſt ſtubborn will, 
and melt the hardeſt heart; it can turn vhe roct 
into ſtanding water, and the. flint ints a: fountain of 
; 4 avater, Pſal. cxiv. 8. How powerful was the l 
= ve. to poor Jeruſalem, . when hing in their- 
| "8 Blood. a look that cauſed them to live; Ezek. xvi. us 
A 6. How powerful was the. look he gave to Zacche- 
us on the ſycamore- tree, Luke xix. 5. O for ſuch: 
a look as would bring me preſently. down, in like 
1 manner, from the ſycamore of my ſelf-conceit and 
5 eker gkteculhel, and from my beſt beloved ſins 
and idols, and cauſe me receive Chriſt joyfully into 
my heart, and go with chearfulneſs to his table, 
and receive the ſeal of his covenant, ſaying, My Lord, , 
and my God!. | 
| Chriſt's look to Peter was: a peculian and diſtin- - 
guiſhing look; the. power and grace of. God went”: 
1 alongit with 1 it to change Peter's heart, and bring 
bim to his right mind. Chriſt looked on many thou- 
M 3 ſands that were never the better of it. He: looked 
on fudas after. he betrayed him, and whem-he+pre- - 
I & ſumed to kiſs him, and reproved him too for this baſe - 
a | omg ap but neither that look nor reproof 
4 | melted his heart. As the beams of the ſame very 
0 © fun hardens clay and n frozen: earth; ſora Co 
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4 3 beate but on the Gabe: of 71 e but „ *ON « 
the heart of Peter. He looked upon the onewvith:a + 
4 bonus judicial look, but looked upon: the other 

1 1 and drawing look... Chrill's Jook< 
D-3, ao 


1 
a. ChrifPs Look to Peter. {9 
to Peter was accompanied with the inward inflnen- 
ces of his Spirit on his heart, otherways it had been 
ineffectual. Oh, if he would vouchſafe fuch a graci- 
ous look to my frozen heart, and ſoften it! I would 
fain bring my hard heart and lay it before this ble(- 
ſed Sun, and wait until he draw by the cloud, look ⁶ 
through, and ſhine upon it. Lord I tremble to go to 
thy table with this hard heart, left thou ſhouldſt 
look on me with anger, as thou didſt upon theſe, Mark 
iii, 5. upon account of the hardneſs of their hearts. 
Lord, I defire to be grieved for my heart-hardneſs, 
and look to thee whom I have pierced by it. Give 
ſuch a look to my heant as thou gave to Peter's, 
melt it down into penitential tears, and cauſe me to 
go aſide and weep bitterly. Is 
Chriſt's look canſed Peter to remember and think Ft 
vpn Chriſt's words to him. It is in and by his 
word that he works upon finners hearts. O if the 
Spirit would bring the word to my mind, fet it 
_ powerfully home upon my conſcience, and fo give 
the happy turn to my ſoul. Lord, help me to lay 
up thy words, and ponder them in my heart; and 
© bring them always ſeaſonably to my view, that 
when 1 fall I may not ly long under fin, nor conti- 
nue in a ſtate of backfliding from thee, May! 
have ſuch a look from thee, as fhalt look all my 
idols out of countenance, and look my wandering | 
heart into a right traine for covenanting and con- 
municating work: a look that ſhall put new life 
in all my drooping graces, and kindie ſuch a flame 
of love to Chriſt in my heart, and of indignation Wt 
againſt fin, as all the devils in hell fhall never be 
able to quench, - A look that ſhall make me weep, 7 
while 1 hve, for piercing Chriſt the Lamb. _ = 
Ob, ſhall others ſhed tears in plenty for fin, and 
my eyes remain dry? Shall others get their hearts 
broken, and mine continue hard! Lord, thy grace 
is free; O how eaſy were it far thee to melt my 
B SN A heart, 


Tie ſharp Trial, 8. 33 


heart, and moiſten my eyes: one touch of thy 
band, nay one look of thy countenance, one. caſt 
of thine eye is ſufficient ta do it. O turn unto me, 
and give me one merciful look; for thy ordinance 


will be lifeleſs, and loſt unto me, if thou look not 
on me. How can I go to thy table to behold Jefus, 


my Surety, all red with blood for my red and ſcar- 
let - coloured ſms, while my heart doth not. mourn, 
bor my eyes run down? Surely the ſtreams of my 
EX $Saviour's blood deſerve to be lamented with tears 
of blood, and ſhall I not do it, at leaſt with tears 
of water? Was he wounded for my tranſgreſſions, 
and ſhall not my heart bleed, and eyes weep, for 
7 kis. wounds given him by my fins ? 


MEDITATION IX. 


From Matth, xv. 27. 


1 9 And. ſhe faid, Truth, Lord, yet the dag. eat of the 


crumbs, 


[ HIS woman was a Canaanite, and red a- 
mong heatkens, yet the had greater know-- 
lege and faith of the Meſſiah than molt of the Jews, 
Her faith, humility, patience and reſolution, a- 
midſt the greateſt diſcouragement, are here recorded 
for a pattern and encouragement to deſponding be- 

lievers in all ages. | | 

This woman was ſo fenſible of her miſery, tha 
ſhe addreſſes Chriſt with great earneſtneſs for heip: 
the doth not fpeak calmly. or coldty to Chriſt, but 


7 fhecrietunto him, and followed him with her cries, 


v. 22, 23, Surely, if I were duly affected with my 
ſpiritual wants and miſeries, I would ſpeak to God 
in no other language than that of cries and tears. 
© what cauſe have I to bewait my coldnefs and in- 
uterency in prayer, and the little ſenſe I have. of 
63 ; - my 


34 The Pars Trial of 
my dangers-and neceſſities, which are great beyond: 
expreſſion? 

This woman, notwithſtanding of her great ear 
neſtneſs and ſtrong faith, met with very great trials: 
and diſcouragements in her addreſſes to Chriſt, 4 

I. Her firit trials is Chriſt's filence to her, when. 
crying to him for:mercy, v. 23. He anſwered her not 
« word, Strange! not a word from a meek and. 
merciful Saviour, that never put a poor ſinner, ſeek- 
ing mercy, away from him before; but ſtill invited 
all to come to him for it. That is a ſore tentation, 
Lam. iii. 8. Milben I cry and ſhout, be ſhutteth out my. 
prayer. Believers are apt to think that God ſhuts. 
out their prayers in wrath, when it is not ſo. Chriſt 
heard this woman, accepted her, was pleaſed with 
her, and ſtrengthened her to hold on in prayer, tho“ 
he did not immediately anſwer her. He.entertained 
her with filence. to draw her on to be more importu- 
nate, and to try her faith, patience and perſeve- 
rance, and thereby to teach us to be /o/lawers of theſe 
who through faith and patience do now inherit the 
promiſes, Chriſt keeps the door bolted for a time, 
that we may knock the. harder, Mat. vii. J. e., *% 
ſeek, knock, The.choiceſt mercies come to us after 
the greateſt wreſtlings. . Likewiſe I ſee here, that. 
there is love in Chriſt's heart to wreſtling ſouls, e- 
ven when frowns appear in his looks; wherefore | 
Jet me take encouragement from him, though te lay 
me, yet to truſt in him. k- 
2. Another ſore trial the woman met with, wass 
the anfwer Chriſt gave his diſciples when interceed- 
ing for her, whereby he ſeems to exclude. her out of 
his commiſſion, v. 24. I am not ſent but ta the left. 

Heep of the houſe. of Iſrael. The. Jews were called 
ſheep, but the Gentiles, .dogs: . The Jews were in - 
deed to have the firſt offer of Chriſt's grace and pur- - 
chaſe. Tho' the woman might have taken. Chriſt's . 
words as a. . repulſe, yet the ſtudies to put the 
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i the-Weman of Canaan. 35 
belt ſenſe on them'ſhe can, and continues ker! impor- 
eunity. Which teacheth us never to leave the throne 
ef grace for any diſcouragement. 
3. She gets a repulſe yet more ſharp than the two 
former, even after ſhe had come cloſe up to him, and 
allen down at his fect, ſaying, Lord, help me. Then 
t is Chriſt ranks her among the dogs, theſe that 
vere without the: covenant, profane and N 
Now, one might think ſhe is cut off by that wor 
and will infiſt no more after it. Nay, the takes eld f 
of that word of reproach, and pleads upon it in the 
ext, Truth, Lord, I am a ung, vile and unworthy ; 
2 yet let me humbly aſk the dogs room and privilege 
eren to creep beneath the childrens table, and gather 
WT forme crumbs of mercy, O how much is contained 
here for our inſtruction and imitation ! 
= 1/, What cauſe have we, O Lord, to bleſs thy 
5 goodneſs, that we Gentiles, of dogs are now become 
children, and allowed to come to thy table! And, 
art the ſame time to fear thy juſtice, fince the Jews, 
of children, are new. become dogs, and ſhut out as 
= unclean ! If they were cut off who crucified thee in 
= thy low eſtate, "what may we expect, if by our 
ins, we crucify thee in thy gory; ? Let us not be 
== high-minded but fear, 
== 2dly, Chrift puts the ſtrongeſt faith of his people 
upon the fliarpeſt trials: be thinks fit, for his own 
38; glory, where be gives SY . to uy grace 
Za, Theſe who are eminent in faith are moſt 
=X bumble; this woman was ſo, O how humbly did 
== ſhe plead with Chriſt! She threw herſelf on the 
ground, lay low at his feet, and from the duft, 
FE, cried for help; the claimed nothing, only begged 
for mercy, And when Chriſt ſpurned her from his 
C1 feet, calling her a {he doth; not murmur nor 
complain of his fax carriage, but humbly takes 
vich the charge; Truth, Fs \ thou doit not miſ- 
"8 + call 


* 


36 Strong Faith under ſharp Trials. 
call me, nor call me ſo bad as I am; I am a deg, 
a molt vile and unworthy creature, and have no 
right to the childrens bread, and muſt ſtarve if thou 
haſt not mercy on me. She can bear any thing, 
the worſt frown or chaſtiſement from Chriſt, only 
ſhe cannot bear being excluded from his mercy and 

grace; ſhe would have ſome token of it, though ne- 
ver ſo ſmall: ſhe claims not a Benjamin's meal, nor 
a child's portion, only let her have a dog's crumb. 
Lord, I take patiently the ſtripe. from thee; give 
me but a crumb after it, and I will go away ſatisfied. 
Surely the more humble any ſupplicant is at a throne. 
of grace, he comes ſtill the better ſpeed; for the 
Lord reſiſts the proud, but gives grace to the humble. 
_ gthly, God's uſual method of diſpenſing his mercy 
and grace to ſinners, is firſt to caſt them down be- 
fore he raiſe them up; he firſt humbles and lays them 
low in a ſenſe of their unworthineſs and vilenefs; 
before he advance them to his favour. We maſt 
firſt ſee ourſelves to be as dogs, leſ than the leaſt of 
all God's mercies, before we . are fit to be dignified, 

with the privileges of children. | A 
5thly, When unbelief draws diſmal coneluſions 
from every thing, and tempts us to quit our grips 
and hopes, upon any dark diſpenſation, and to ſay 
with that wicked king, 2 Kings vi. 33. This evil is 
of the Lord : what ſhould 1 wait for the Lord any lon- 
ger? Behold, faith is a valiant and importunate 
grace, it puts the beſt conſtructions upon all Chriſt's, 
actions; it is ſharp-ſighted, to ſee and take hold of 
all advantages to ſtrengthen itſelf, and finds encou- 
ragement even in that which is diſcouraging. That 
which ſeemed to cut off this beheving woman's hope, 
ſhe improves. it as a ground of hope, and an argu- 
ment in prayer, Truth, Lord, yet the dogs eat, &c. 
7. d. Even the worthleſs dogs belong to the family, 
and though they may not feaſt with children at the 
table, they may creep under it and gather * 2 
| eſe 
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Strong Faith under ſharp Trials. 37 
theſe off-fallings that would be ſwept to the door. 
this will not wrong the children. Let me ſtand in 
relation to Chriſt, though in the meaneſt ſtation, even 
that of his dog; I will be thankful for it, or for any 
thing, if he do not turn me out of the houſe. 

6:hly, When our diſcouragements are greateſt, 
we ſhould learn from this woman, never to give over 
the exerciſe of faith and prayer; but to look on all 
our diſappointments in the 0 of prayer, as ex- 
citements to greater earneſtneſs in prayer. Faith 
will not ſet limits to the Holy One; though ſpeedy an- 
ſwers be not given to our prayer, it becomes us to 
wait God's time, who is the beſt judge of the fitteſt 
ſeaſon: He that believeth will not make haſte ; why? 
ke knows his extremity is God's fit opportunity. 
7thly, A reſolute adhering to Chriſt by faith un- 
der trials, is moſt pleaſing and acceptable to him; 
as when we perſevere in the uſe of means when ſuc- 
ceſs is ſmall, when we depend upon his promiſe, and 
look to his power; when under the darkeſt diſpen- 
ſations we watch over our hearts and ſteps, that 
they do not decline from his ways, as theſe in Pſal. 
xiv. 17, 18. And glory to him that gives us ſuch 
encouragement for this reſolute adherence to him, 
as the mercifulneſs of his nature, and his faithful- 
neſs, which aſſure us, there is more good-will in 
his heart, than is viſible in his dealings; and that 
„ fer e will never give his wor che lie. He 
gives in ſecret ſtrength to his people to adhere to 
him, when he ſeems moſt oppoſite to them, as he 
did to this woman. He loves to' bring about his 
people's mercies by means improbable and contrary, 
to glorify his wiſdom. He delights to bring light 
out of darkneſss. | 
Sthly, Great will the reward. at laſt be of the be- 
lever's faith, humility and perſeverance in prayer 
for, faith Chriſt at length, v. 28. O woman, great 
# ' ty * be it unta thee even as thou wilt. yr 
. a M E DA4- 


a *  Chrift's dying Charge. 


MEDITATION. . 


Prom * cor. N. 24. 
Phi Ao in remembrance of me. i 


My foul, here is a ſolemm ordinance inftituted 

fer keeping up the remembrance of a crucified 
Jeſus; and behold-it was appointed by himſelf, when 
he was juſt a · going to do mige for us than all the an- 
gels in heaven could have done, even to make atone- 
ment for our ſins by his death and ſufferings; and 
ke twice repeats his dying charge to us, v. 24, and 
25. This da, this do je. Men ule to regard the com- 
mands. ef their * friends, and perform their wills 
religiouſſy; and thall not with pleaſure obey the 
will and command of a dying Redeemer, when the 
ching he requires is ſo eaſy and agreeable, to eat and 
drink at his table. in remembrance of him? If 1 
forget thee, O friend of finners, let my right ee 
forget its cunning, G. 

Our loving Redeemer well knew the treachery of 
our memories, the worldlineſs of our hearts, and in- 
conſtancy- of our affections, that we would be ready 
tu let his death and love ſhp; aut. of our thoughts, 
and 'therefore he would. have the frgns of his fuffer 
ing frequently preſented to dur eyes. Alas! for the 
curſed ingratitude of my heart, thatis ſo apt to for- 
get him that remembered me when there was nonë to 

pity me; but glory to him that takes ſuch pains to 
saure mp; forgetfulneſs. hy ſetting forth Chriſt erucifi- 
ed ſe evidently betorermy eyes im the broken bread 
and poured out wine in the ſacrament —T look up- 
on this ordinance as a vilible repreſentation aud 
commempration of my Saviour's death and. ſuffer- 
ings for his people, which he will have continued till 
ne come again to judgment. It is ke a marble 
Pillar ſev up up. upon his grave, _ an inſeription 


bearing 


”-= 


Chriſt's dying Charge. 39 
bearing account of his gyorious atchievements and 
mighty deeds, his glorious ſuſferings, conflicts and 
victories for his people. Wherefore, as oft as he 
calls me, I will go thither, and put all the honour 
and reſpect I can upon my kind Benefactor: I will 
remember his love, proclaim his worth, and publiſm 
his praiſes. I will hereby own myſelf before — world 
to be one of his diſciples, and a follower of the 
Lamb. I will declare my abhorrence of fin that 
pierced him, and my gratitude to the Lamb for the 
attoning ſacrifice he offered up for me upon the croſs. 
I will triumph in this as the only ground of my hope. 
I will put the crown on his head, and caſt all my 
crowns down at his feet, and cry, Worthy is the Lamb. 
that was lain, and has redeemed me from my ſins by 
his blood ; worthy is he to receive all honour, power, 
gtory and dominion for ever and ever, 

Glory to my dear Saviour, that ſeeks no greater 
return for all his labour of love, than a thankful 
remembrance of it at his Table. Oh, ſhould I. 

geto give ſuch a ſmall return to * that ſuffer- 
ed os pains of death and hell for me! Had he bid 
me ſacrifice my firſt-born, and give all I have to the 
poor, or go in pilgrimage to the Holy Land to viſit 
his ſepulchre, or.go to the top of mount Calvary 
where the croſs — as a token of thankfulneſs 
for his love, could I have refuſed it? But he puts me 
to no ſuch hard taſæ. Lord, thou bids me not go 
to a bloody ſcaffold to remember thee, but to a well- 
covered table to do it. Thou bids me not go there 
to bleed or burn for thee, but to eat and drink; not 
the bread of affliction or water of adverſity, but 
bread that ſtrengthens the heart, and wine tliat 
cheers the drooping ſpirit, bread and wine which 
thou haſt fanctified and bleſſed for me .——Surely, 0 
dear Saviour, I owe my life to thee, nay a thou- 
land Hves if I had them; but it is not my life, Jute 
my memory and thoughts thou a art — for; it is' 
7 not 
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not to die for thee, but to remember thee. Didſt thon 
drink the cup of wrath on the croſs for me, and will 
not I drink a cut of blefling at the table for thee, 
nay for myſelf, and for my eternal ſalvation? 
Let me go then to this holy table, with faith, 
love. and thankfulneſs, to remember Chriſt and his 
dying love, as he commands me. And while I re- 
member him, let me alfo receive and embrace him, 
as my bleeding High Prieſt, in the arms of my faith, 
and at the fame time throw my guilty ſoul into his 
wounded arms, for ſaviag me from wrath. Let 
me go and remember the woundings and piercings of 
my Redeemer, with a pierced and wounded heart for 
| theſe curſed ſins which nailed and killed the Prince of 
life. Let me henceforth be the death of fin, which 
was the death of my dear Saviour, Oh, ſhall I ſuffer 
fin to live any lon ger in me, that would not ſuffer 
my Redeemer to live in the world ! 

But let me conſider my High Prieſt before-hand, 
and what of lis ſufferings I ſhould remember at his 
table.—I will remember how the glorious Heir of all 
things denuded himſelf of his riches and glory, how 
he left his throne of majeſty to lodge in a virgin's 
womb ; yea, to be born among beaſts, and cradled 
in a manger, for ſuch a worm as me! 1 will remem- . 
ber how he was attacked by the devil, contradicted 

by ſinners, and reproached by the world for my 
fake !—I will remember how ſorrowful his ſoul was 
in the garden, when the bitter cup was put in his 
hand; and how he ſwate, how he prayed, how he 
fell to the ground, till he was quite overwhelmed with 
wrath, and covered with his own, blood for my ſake ! 
Iwill remember how he was ſold fora ſmall price, and 
baſely betrayed by Judas; how he was taken by the 
ſoldiers, tied as a malefactor with cords, denied by 
Peter, forſaken by all his diſciples, and left alone a- 


a mong his cruel and iaſulting enemies. Iwill remember 
how 5 


— 


at his holy Table. 1 
Row he was blindfolded, mocked, ſpit upon, bufſeted 
and affronted by ruffians a whole night, and patient- 
ly ſuffered all for my fake ! 1 will remember how his 
lovely countenance was disfigured with blows, and 
the plucking the hair off his cheeks; and how the 
_ ſweeteſt face ever the {un ſaw, was all beſmeared 

with blood and ſpitting for my ſake; —I will remem- 
ber how he that clothes the lillies of the field, was 
himſelf ſtript naked, bozmd to a- pillar and cruelly 
ſcourged, till the pavement of Pilate's judgment-hall 

was all b | bedewed with his-precious-blood.—I will re- 
| mile how the crown of thorns was platted with 
the ſharp points turned inward, put upon his head, 
and driven into his temples: with a reed, till they 
| Pierced his ſkull in many places, and a new ſhower 
of blood run down his Bleſſed neck, —I will remember 
how the heavy croſs- tree was laid upon his ſcourged 
and bleeding ſhoulders, and he made to carry it thr 
the ſtreets of jeruſaleiſf, forth of the gates, and up 
mount Calvary, to the place of execution, until his 
ſtrength was ſpent, and he foundered under the bur- 
den.— I will remember how the croſs-tree was laid 
down and my Saviour ſtript naked and ſtretched out 
upon it as a rack; and bow he was faſtned to it with 
four big iron nails thro' his hands and feet, and tke 
_ croſs lifted up and let fall into a deep hole digged 
for the foot of it, to the violent rending and widen- 
ning of his ſacred wounds by which he hang, until 
all his blood ſtreamed forth at them, and he expired 
amidſt the whole exquiſite tortures. 

I will remember alſo the ſufferings of hisſoulat that 
time, when the Lord ran upon him as a giant, and 
made his ſoul the butt of his envenomed arrows, the 
Poiſon whereof drank up his ſpirits, until his ftrength- 
was dried up like a potſherd. I will remember how 
his ſoul was troubled and nonpluſſed at the diſtant 
proſpect of this cup; and how ſore amazed he was 
oon after when it was put into his hand.—I will re- 
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member how the taſting of it caſt him into a bloody 
ſweat and agony, which dyed his garments red, and 
bedewed the ground where he lay.—1 will remember 


how he was broken with breach upon breach, till all 
the ſea-billows of divine vengeance went over hir. 

and the Lion of the tribe of Judah was made to 
roar under the ſtrokes and bruiſes of the flaming 
ſword, Pſal. xxii. 1. -I will remember the dreadful 


hidings of God's face he lay under, until he was made 


to cry, My Cod, my God, why, haſt thou Serſaken me ? 


| — I will remember the inexorableneſs of divine juſ- 
tice, that would not ſpare him one ſtripe, bate him 
one farthing of the debt, nor one drop of the cup; 


ſo that he drank till he cried, I. is jini/hed, and gave 
up the ghoſt, Glory to him for his mo in finiſhi 


the work 


MEDITATION ; > i 


From Philip. L 2 23. 
Far lamina ftrait betrwixt E. 


S the apoſtle was in a ſtrait whether to chule to 
A die or to live, ſol am in a ſtrait whether to go 


te the Lord's table, or to ſtay back. Now, thou 


calle me, Lord, to celebrate the memorials of thy 
death, yea, to feaſt with thee at thy holy table, 
and Iknow not what to chuſe; I am in a ſtrait be- 
twixt two. My heart is fo unholy, and my unwor- 
thineſs ſo great, I tremble to ) BO forward to feaſt with 
a God ſo hely, and whoſe purity is infinite; and yet 
my wants are ſo many, and. my neceſſities fo great, 
that my caſe is hopeleſs if I ſtay back: Lord, I can go 


to none elſe in all the world to ſupply my needs, but 
to thyſelf alone.—But oh, when I think of going for- 


ward, my guilt ſtops my mouth, and fills me with 


dating. Lord, if the 1227 angels, theſe pure and 
| unſpotted 
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Strait betwixt Two. 43 | 
unſpotted ſeraphims, who burn in zeal for thy ſer-- 


vice, mult even cover their faces before thee; how 
ſhall I venture into thy prefence, 1 whoſe zealis -ſo- 


languiſhing, whoſe love is ſo cold, whoſe mind is ſo 


earthly, and prayers ſo dull? Shall Iapproach ſo near 
a holy God in ſuch a caſe? But what then ſhall I do? . 
Shall I join with theſe worldlings who were. bidden 


to the feaſt of the : great King, refuſe, ,and make my 


excuſe? Then I fear the King will be angry, declare 


me unworthy to taſte of his ſupper, yea, ſwear in his. 
wrath that I ſhall never enter into his reſt, * 
Lord,. I abhor myſelf for my unworthineſs and 


vileneſs, my guilt and pollution; but where ſhall 1 


go to get help and remedy for it, but unto thee a- 


long? Haſt thou not bidden me come, tha my fins be 
red as crimſon? Have not many fuch come to thee, 


and found relief and help? Surely, O Lord, thy 
goodneſs is greater than my ſinfulneſs, and thy mer- 
cy ſurpaſſeth my nuſery ;' for tho”. my fins reach even 


to the clouds, yet. thy mercy is above the heavens. 
O merciful Father, extend thy.free, boundleſs. mercy 
to a miſerable, helpleſs ſinner: ſurely miſery is the 
proper object of mercy s. Holy God, if thou help me 


not for the ſake of my miſeries which I have deſerved, 


yet help me for. the ſake of thy mercies which thou 
haſt promiſed in Chriſt. thy dear Son. Wherefore I. 


plead for Chriſt's ſake, that thou wilt hear the cry 


of my miſeries, and not the cry of my ſins. O doth 
not his precious blood cry louder for pardon, than 
my ſins for huniſhment? Lord, hear the ery of that 
blood, aud let ĩt not be as water ſpilt upon the ground. 
- For the ſake of. that prevalent blood, pity, pardon,. 
and accept a poor unworthy creature, that defires to 
obey thy call, and prepare his heart to ſeek thee; tho“ 
he be not eee to the purification « of the 
 fanctuary,. 


O Lord, tho' I may be ai of to come to thee,. 
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ſtay away. To whem ſhall I go but unto thee, fer thou 
haſt the words of eternal life? The whole creation 
cannot ſupply my wants, Thou only art my Sun, 
from Whole beams I muſt receive ſaving light: thou 
art my Head, from whom I mult get ipiritual life; 
thou art the Root, from which I mult receive ſap and 
growth: thou art the Fountain, from which I muſt 
draw. living water : thou art the Treaſure, from 
which I muſt obtain the riches of grace, So that 
without thee l am nothing, I have nothing, I can do 
nothing.— To thee then I muſt go for all my ſup- 
Plies, and out of thy fulneſs receive grace for grace. 
Lord, thou hait enough to ſupply many worlds 
ef needy ſouls; for the ſun is not 0 full of light, 
nor the tea ſo full of water, as thou art full of grace 
and mercy to needy creatures: and as thou art full, 
ſo I am aſſured thou art free, and willing to com- 
municate thy fulneſs. In ſpite then of all objections 
and difficulties, forward to thee I will go, and call. 
myſelf down at thy feet; if I periſh, 1 periſh, Oh! 
did ever any periſh at mercy's door? 

Lord, I have heard of thy mercy to the very chief 
| of finners, and cannot this mercy reach the like of 
me? Surely the viler ſinner I am, thou haſt the fair- 
er opportunity to ſhew the riches of. thy mercy, 
. the freencſs of thy love, and the efficacy of thy 

blood; and if I be allowed to ſhare therein the 
fweeter and louder will the eternal hallelujahs be, 
that will be ſung to the Lamb of God on my ac- 
count. O that he would glorify his mercy, his love 
and blood, in my relief” - O where ſhall a poor. 
heavy laden ſinner go, but to him that can free him 
of his burden? Where ſhall I go with a multitade of. 
ſins and miſeries, but to thee who haſt a multitude 
of tender mercies? Where ſhali I ga with my deep 
and heinous guilt, but to these who hat a deep foun- 
tain to waſh it away? Behold one depth calleth to 
— the depth of my miiery to the depth of 
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thy mercy! My wound is great, but thy balm is 
excellent! My tore is broad, but thy plaiſter is an- 
ſwerable! O Lord be mereiſul unto me, heal "9 fond, 
fer 1 have jinned againſt tyee. 

Lord, is not the goſpel-feaſt I am invited to a 
feaſt of charity, to which thou calleit not the rich, 
but the poor, maimed, halt and blind, who cannot 
make any return for thy, bounty.? And may not ſuch 
a miſerable. object as Lam take encouragement from 
ſuck-a free extentiye. invitation? Luke xiv. 21.— 
My bleſt Redeemer, while he was on earth, did not 
diſdain to eat with publicans and ſinners, nor to dine 
with Simon a leper. And though he is now exalted 
in the higheſt heavens; yet he ſtill retains the bowels 
of a man, and all the pity and charity to periſhing 
finners he had while here in this ſtate of. humiliati- 
on. Wherefore, ſenſible of my, unworthinels, Ioath- 
ing myſelf for my vileneſs, and truſting to my Savi- 
our's compaſſion to the miſerable, I detire to go for- 
ward to his holy. table: O that he would direct and 
ſtrengthen me to go about ſuch a weighty work! Let 
not that ordinance, which God bath initituted for a 
bleſſing, be made a curſe to me thro) my unworthy 
partaking. Lord, rebuke all unſeaſonable thoughts | 
and warnings that would mar the duty; excite and 
actuate in me every proper grace, and enable me to 
manage ſo, that I may not diſhonour, but glorify 
thee; 1 may not increaſe my guilt, but augment my 
grace; I may not bring more hardneſs, but ſoftneſs. 
into my heart, Lord, deſcend thou into my heart 
by ie influences of thy Spirit, that 1 may aſcend un- 
to thee by the actings of grace; and when the King 
ſits at his table, let my ſpikenard ſend forth the 
ſmell thereof, Lord, 1 look to thee. for: e 
conduct and through- bearing, in every ſtrait. 1 
truſt not in my preparations, but in thy free — 

or acceptance; I truſt not in my faith, but in thy 
S who bait ꝑro:miſed to _—_ power to the. 


faint; 


46 TheCommunicant's Strait, &c. 
faint; I truſt not in my repentance, bur in thy free 
pardoning mercy ; I truſt not in my doings, but in 
Chriit's doings, O take away my filthy garments, 
and clothe me with the beſt robe, TB LORD OUR 
_R1iGHTEOUSNESS, {/ will go iu the firength of the 
Lord God, I will make mention of thy righteouſneſy, 
even of thins only, Awake, C mer Tanin, and come 
thou ſouth, blow upon my garden, that the ſpices may 
flow out. If thy ne. 70 not with me, carry me not 
ß hence. | 
The Lord made a 8 on the Iſraelites, for not 
ſeeking him after the due order, 1 Chron, xv. 13. 
He ſmote 50,000 of the Bethihemites for an irrevc- 
rent look into the ark, which typified Chriſt; and 
what cauſe then have I to fear a ſtroke, ſhould fraſh- 
If touch the ſymbols of kis body and blood? See- 
ing this ordinance is intended for doing honour to 
the King of Zion, O ſave me from doing indignity 
to him, by betraying him with a kits, or by throw- 
ing his picture, or great Seal, into a puddle; — 
May 1 ſo prepare for this feaſt, that the bleſſed Ma- 
ſter of it may ſee 1 am watchſul of his eye, tender of 
his honour, and fearful of his anger. Lord, awake 
my heart, ſtir up my graces, and prepare me for: a 
meeting with my Saviour; and let not my foul, 
whoſe only hope is to be ſaved by Chriſt's blood, be 
| ſent away from his table with the guilt, inſtead of 
the _ of chat blood upon it. 


MEDITATION XII. 


| From Philip. iv. 19. 
But my God "ſhall Supply all your need, cg 16% 
Hic ricbes in glory, by Chriſt Jeſus. FR, 


EAVENLY Father, out-of thy rich bounty 
thou walt pleaſed once to lay up a great * 
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for me in my progenitors hands, but they very ſoon: 
ſqandered it all away, fo that I am become extreme- 
Iy poor and needy. Oh! what can I do in this indi- 
gent condition, but come back to thee for pity and 
new ſupplies ? For ever bleſſed be thy name, for 
the reviving news thou haſt publiſhed in the goſpel ; 
that thou haſt now laid up a new ſtock for bankrupe 
ſinners in the hands of a Surety that cannot fail, 
and haſt erected a throne of grace for ſuch as I am 
to come to in time of need, where Chriſt Jeſus my 
Surety fits, as commiſſioned by thee, with glorious 
riches to ſupply my wants. Many are the needs 
which thou thinks fit to leave upon me, that! might 
have the more errands unto this throne, and that 
thou mayeſt the oftner hear my voice, O pour out 
upon me a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication, and cauſe 
me delight in approaching to thee, and pouring out 
my wants before thee, | 
Behold, Lord, a needy creature, an object of pity, 
approachin g to a liberal Saviour, whoſe fulneſs is 
infinite! G how ſuitable is it to my wants which 
are great and innumerable ! I am ſtarving and have 
no bread; Iam naked and have no clothing; 1am 
wounded and have no cure ; Iam in debt and have 
no money; I am polluted wk have no fountain; I 
am burdened and have no reſt; I have deſtroyed 
myſelf and can find no help in myſelf. But yet 
there is help for me elſewhere: I have heard of the 
mercy of the King of Iſrael, and of the remedy he 
hath provided for theſe who are helpleſs, loft and mi- 
ſerable, Wherefore, though I be poor, I will not 
deſpair, for thou art the Lord of the whole world, 
and haſt opened thy treaſures to the needy: though 
1 be polluted, I will not deſpond, for thou haſt the 
fountain of ſalvation: though 1 be naked, I will not 
with Adam run from thee and hide myſelf; nay, I 
vill run to thee to cover me with the wool and fleece 


of the Lamb of God, even the ſpotleſs ay" x, 


48 Rich Supplies in Chrift 

And innocence of my Saviour: tho” I be hung y rand 
ſtarving, I will take encouragement from the glad 
tidings thou has proclaimed in the Kabel of a rich 
feaſt for the poor and needy.— Lord, I come to 
thee as the hungry to be fed, as the Ne an to be 
_ cloathed, as the wounded to be healed, as the cold 
ſtarving creature to the fire, as the unclean to be 
waſhed in the fountain that is opened not to the 
houſe of David only, but even to the pooreſt inha- 
bitant in Jeruſalem. Glory to God, that it is ſo free 
and open to the poor and needy. 

Lord, I come not to thy table becauſe I am wor- 
thy; but becauſe thou art rich in mercy, and doſt 
promiſe that he needy ſhall not be forgotten, and 
the expectation of the poor ſhall not periſh: and that 
außen the poor and needy ſeek water, and there is none, 
aud their tongue faileth for thirſt, thou the Lord wilt 


bear them, and open rivers in the wilderneſs, and 


” fountains in-midjt of the valliet. O come, do as thou 


haſt ſaid, pity a poor, needy, periſhing creature, 
and fill my narrow veſſel out of the ocean of thy 
mercy, where it will not be'mifſed,—Come to the 
feaſt of thine own appointment, and diſplay thy 
fulneſs and liberality. Caſt open the doors of thy 
treaſures; and allow me acceſs to Chriſt's unſearch· 
able riches.— Thy word, Lord, doth aſſure me, 
that in all ages thou haſt beſtowed theſe riches upon 
the poor and needy, without money, and without 
price. And this doth warrant me to plead with thee 


to come to thy houſe, where many needy beggars 


are gathered, and ſcatter thy bounty among them, 
and admit me to gather- with them. O let not 
ſuc a miſerable object go from thy door without an 
alms, without a crumb of the childrens bread, ſee- 
ing there is bread enough in thy houſe, and to ſpare. 
O let none return aſhamed from the fountain who 
come expecting water, Thou haſt promiſed to pour 
water — the thirſty, and floods upon the dry 

| ground. 


{ 
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ground. Oh, is there any more dry, more poor, 


more needy than am! Lord make me as thirſty as 
I am dry, as humble as I am poor, and as ſenfible as 
1 am needy, Alas, that I have ſo little ſenſe of my 
wants! Oh, deal not with me according to my ſenſe 
of need, which is ſmall, but dealt with me according 
to my real need, and thy royaly bounty, which is 
exceeding great, 
O that 1 were poor and needy 1 in my own eyes, 
and truly ſenſible of my own wants; that I am 
drowned in debt to the law and juſtice of God, owe. 
many thouſands, and have not one farthing to pay; 
that I am deſtitute of every thing that is good, can 
do nothing to pleaſe God, and am unworthy of the 
leaſt of his mercies. O that I were made willing to 
quit all confidence i in my OWN righteouſneſs, duties, 
frames or attainments; and well content to go in- 
tirely out of myſelf to Chriſt, for righteouſneſs to ju- 
ſtify me, and for his Spirit and grace to renew and 
ſanctify my nature. a 
Lord, I am poor, but 1 ſee God has weakned up 
unſearchable riches, and infinite fulneſsin Jeſus Chriſt - 
to anſwer all my needs; I am naked, but I ſee in 
Chriſt a robe of righteouſneſs, that is ſufficient to 
cover me, and a whole ele& world ;—1 am a ſtarv- 
ing · oreature, but in Chriſt there is the bread of life, 
and the waters of life for my ſoul ;—1 am fooliſh 
and ignorant, but Chriſt hath infinite wiſdom to 
teach me and guide me; I am loaden with guilt, 
but Chriſt's ſacrifice is ſufficient to atone for it, 
I have ſtrong luſts and corruptions, but Chriſt hath 
a kingly power to ſubdue them; I am under much 
darkneſs, but Chriſt is the light of the world ; 1 am 
under. fears and diſcouragements, but Chriſt is the 
conſolation of Iſrael ;—I am wounded and fick, but 
Chriſt, my Phyſician, hath excellent balm for me; 
Il am under a burden of debt, but Chriſt, my Sure- 
ty, is rich, and fully able to pay it; I am in priſon, 


\ 


50 Nich Supplies in Chriſt, &c. 
and under bonds, but Chriſt opens priſon- doors, and 
looſes them that are bound; I am father leſs by A- 
dam's fall, but Chriſt is the everlaſting Father in - 
whom the fatherleſs find mercy ;—1 have many e- 
nemies to purſue and accuſe me, as law, juſtice, 
Satan, and conſcience ; but Chriſt my Advocate can 
anſwer them all : ;—Therefore I flee to him for re- 
ſuge, I cloſe with him in all his vos, and put my 
whole confidence in him, 
It gives great encouragement to my poor needy 
ſoul, that I have a Saviour ſo full of goodneſs and 
pity to look to, a mighty Agent in heaven to plead 
my cauſe, and to preſent my Pill, petitions and ſup- 
plications to the Father. I put all my requeſts and 
concerns in his hand, and commit them to his care 
2nd management ; he knows the fitteſt time to pre- 
ſent them, and to ſend me an anſwer. In the ſacra- 
ment I ſwear allegiance to thee, as my Sovereign, 
Lord and King, over thy broken body and ſhed blood, 
1 engage to be a true and faithful ſoldier in tliy ar- 
my, and to take the field againſt thy enemies. _ 
ny pieces of furniture do I need for this warfare; I 
need the girdle of fincerity, the ſhield of faith, hs 
helmet of hope, the ſword of the Spirit, the breaſt⸗ 
plate of righteouſneſs, and to have my feet ſhod 
with the preparation of the goſpel of peace, But 
lory to thy name, my Redeemer and Captain of 
falvation hath provided a noble armory and ſtore- 
houſe to anſwer all theſe my neceſſities and wants, 
Lord, ſupply all my needs out of thy infinite fulneſs, 
and furniſh me with every thing requiſite and neceſſa- 
ry for the work and warfare thou calleſt me unto. 
Oh, my enemies are hvely, and they are ſtrong: but 
1 look to my glorious Captain, to gixd me with 
ſtrength for the battle, and to teach m hands to 
war. 1 


The Love of Chriſt paſſeth Knowlege: 51 
MEDITATION XIII. 
ED From Epbeſ. iii. 19. | 
Ard to know the love of Cris r, which paſeth 
Ex  knowlege, E. 


JHERE ſhall 1 begin my thoughts upon this 


| ſubje& of the love of Chriſt to men? And 
when begun, how ſhall I make an end? It hath 4 
breadth and length, a depth and height that paff- 
eth knowlege. If the apoſtle Paul, that had the 
brighteſt diſcoveries of this love, owned this, muck 


more may I. I may fooner find out the height of 


heaven, the breadth of the earth, or the depth of 


the ſea, than meaſure Chriſt's love, It is an un- 
ſathomable ocean that hath neither bank nor bot- 
tom. O whither did his love carry him] From the 
height of glory to the depth of miſery, How low 
and deep was our fall, that nothing coutd recover and 
raiſe us up, but the low abaſement of the Son of God, 
the King of glory! How low was the ſtep he made 
to help us; even to put on our nature, and ſuffer 
himſelf to be pierced for our tranſgreſſions, and brui . 
ſed for our iniquities !- Blefſed Lord, thou tookeſt not 


on thee the nature of angels, but the ſeed of Abras 


* . 


ham; theſe are faſt bound up from thee with chains 


of darkneſs, whilit thou draweſt us to thee with cords 


of love! How diftmguiſhing was thy love to man, 
that brought thee from heaven to earth, from the 
throne to the manger, from the manger to the 
wilderneſs, from the wilderneſs to the garden, from 
the garden to the judgment- hall, from. the judg- 
ment-hall to the croſs, from the croſs to the grave; 


yea, from the glory of heaven to the very torments 


of hell, and all for creatures that were black and 
ugly as hell! How wonderful is the fight thou cal- 


leſt 


52 The Love of ch "Ry 
leſt me to ſee at the Lord's table! Even to ſee him 
ſuffering for ſin that never committed fin ! To ſee 
him made fin for us, who knew no fin, that we who 
knew no righteouſneſs, might be made the righteouſ- 

neſs of God in him! An amazing fight indeed! 

Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of him! 
O what is he that thou ſhouldſt magnify and ſet thy 
heart on him! And what am 1, the worſt of men, 
and vileſt of ſinners, that thou ſhould ſtoop ſo low 
to exalt me! That thou ſhouldſt endure the poverty 
of. this world, that I might enjoy the riches of hea- 
ven ! Be content to live in the form of a ſervant, 
that I might have the adoption of ſons ! Be willing 
to bow thyſelf. unto- death, to raiſe me to eternal 
life! Content to be numbered among, tranſgreſſors, 
that I might have a room among the bleſſed ! To 
be crowned with. thorns, that I might be crowned 
with glory! To be condemned before men, that I 
gut be juſtified before God ! To drink the bitter 
up of wrath, that I might drink the pure river of 
life: ? To cry out in ſorrow upon the croſs, that 
I might triumph with joy upon the throne ! To 

ſtand before the mouth of hell-furnace, to keep its 
flames from breaking out on me] O Lord Jeſus, thy 
love hath overflown all banks, and thy compaſſion 
knew no bounds ! Can 1 think on it, and my heart 
not burn? Can I ſpeak of it, and not be overcome, 
ſo as to ſeek, with Joſeph, a ſecret place to weep in? 
O love that paſſeth knowlege ! How ſhall I think 
of it and not ſtand amazed! That the General ſhould 
die for the ſoldier, the Phyſician for the patient 
That the righteous Judge of heaven fhould come 
to the bar, put himſelf in the malefactor's clothes, 

and be condemned for him ! That the bleſſed Son of 
God ſhould interpoſe his innocent breaſt to receive 
the mortal ſtroke for us! That God all-ſufficient 
{ſhould be expoſed to hunger and thirſt, to grief and 
__ovenrineſs;. and the vileſt 9 and — 
f or 
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for worms like us! Behold the Creator of the world - | 
wounded, mangled and killed, by ungrateful crea- . 
tures whom he Fun to ſave! Behold his bowels. 
yearning toward them who raked i in them with their 
bloody bands ! Behold his heart burning with af- 
fection toward them that cruelly pierced it ! Surely 
| a believing view of this love of Chriſt is ſufficient to 
mollify a heart more cold and frozen than ice itſelf ! 
© love unfathomable ! Who. can meaſure its dimen- 
ſions! It bath a height without a top, a depth with . 
out a bottom, a breadth without a fide, a length 
without end! Aſtoniſhing love! that my exalted 
Lord ſhould ſtoop ſo low as become a man; nay, a 
poor man, a man of ſorrows, a deſerted: man, a 
dying man, and alſo a dead man, for ſuch a wretch 
as me! Nay, more, that he fhould ſtoop to be made 
a curſe, and underly a dreadful load. of wrath upon 


his innocent ſoul, infinitely more heavy than what S 


is laid upon any damned fouls. in hell. 

O:what a ſea of wrath did my loving Jeſus fim 
through, to ſave me from periſhing! Behold how that 
raging ſea wrought, and was tempeſtuous, roared 
moſt terribly, and threatened to ſwallow me up with 
the reſt of the elect world, till once my Redeemer 
ſtept in, and undertook to· be the Sacrifice for calm- 
ing the ſea! Take me up (ſaid he, like: Jonah) and 
throw me into the ſea, and ye ſhall be all ſafe. In 
this red- ſea our bleſſed Jonah was content to ſwim 
for thirty- three years, without ſeeking deliverance, 
till once the ſea, was perfectly calm, and every elect 
ſoul out of danger. Marvellous loving-kindneſs ! 
Oh that I could, with a ſuitable frame of heart, 
both remember and admire redeeming love, and re- 
deeming blood, when I go to fit down at my Re- 
deemer 's table. O that I may there get faith's 
light of the various initances of his love, hat paſſeth 
knowlege. Let me there view Chriſt in the womb, 
and in the manger; in his weary lteps,. and hungry 

E 2 1 bowelsz; 
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54 ChriſPs Love peſſeth Fncowlege. 
bowels; in his proſtrations in the garden, and clot- 
ted drops of bloody iweat. Let me view his head 
with a crown of thorns, and his face beſmeared 
with the ſoldier's ſpitt. Let me view hun in his 
march to Calvary, and his elevations upon a painful 
- croſs, with his head bowed down, and his {ide ſtrea- 
ming blood! O unparalleled love! It had been 
wonderful love to have ſent one of the lofty ſera- 

; Phims to ſuffer for us; but to give him whom all the 
. Jefaphims ſerve and ate... is love that paſſeth knows 
lege! Let me view the ſcripture deſignations and 
— of him that loved us, and gave bimjelf for us, 
"hat he might waſh us in his blood, 

He is our Immanuel, the Wonderful, the Counſellor, 
obs Mighty Cod, the everlaſting Father, the Prince of 
peace, the King of kings, and Lord of lords, the 
Prince of the kings of the earth, the Lord of glory, 
the Roſe of 2 the Plant of renown, the brights 
neſs of his Father's glory, the expreſs image of his per- 
fon, the bright and morning Star, the Sun of righte- 

puſneſs, the Light of the world, the Head of the 
church, the Beginning and Firſt-born from the dead, 
the appointed Heir «of all things. This is he that led 
ut, and gave himſelf to die for the redemption of - 
crew of rebels, grace-abuſing, and gotpel-ſlighting 
finners ! Oh, what am [ that thou ſhoulgſt ſpare, 
yea, ranſom and feaſt me in ſuch a manner! Long a- 
go mighteſt thou have ſhaken off the band ef thy 
providence ſuch a viper as I am into fire unqueneh- 
able; and there made me to know, to ſad experience, 
what i it is to abuſe free grace, by the loſs of eternal 
Proz. L But, inſtead of that, thou haſt pitied me, 
oved me, become my Surety, to appeaſe juſtice for 

my heinous ſins by thy blood, when no other facri- 
fice would do. Lord, I welcome thy love-feaſt; 1 1 
lay my hand on the head of the Sacrifice, and reſt 
upon it; I believe, Lord, help my unbelief. O that 
1 may henceforth live under the oentinusl ſenſe of 
my 


Chriſtis Agony in the Garden. 5x5; 
my infinite obligations. to my, glorious Surety, that. 
would make his ſoul an offering for my fin. O what 
return ſhall I give him for all his ſoul-travel and 
agonies for me? O that I could ſpend my whole 
life, and each. day of it, in magnifying his love, and 
living to his praiſe. Now, . blefſed be his glorious name 
for ever aud ever; let the whoſe. earth be. filed awith * 
. Amen and Amen. 


MEDITATION NV. 


From Luke xxii; 44. 


Hd Wand in an agony—his feat auas at. it ere grau ; 
Araps of bloade— © 


þ 3-4 ſoul,. this text affords: thee: great” © ſubhecr⸗ 
O of thou ghts, when thou goeſt to remember 
thy dear . — at his table. Here I ſee him in a 
bloody agony:!. And firſt, let me obſerve the place 
where his agony. began, the. garden of Gethſemane, 
which lay in the valley of Jehoſhaphat, . on the eaſt- 
ſide of Jeruſalem, at the. foot. of the mount of 
Olives, Now, it was in the valley of Jeboſhaphat: 
that Cod did plead with the nations in Chriſt their 
Surety, Joel iii. 2. The word Gethſemane ſignifies a 
mill or preſs for. olives, as being probably the place 
where they, preſſed the olives that grew: on the 
mount, and there ſqueezed the. oit: out of: them. 
In this place, it pleaſed the. Father to bruiſe. Chriſt : 
our: true Olive, that ſo. out of his: fulneſs the freſh: 
oil of his merit and grace. might flow abundantly 
to needy ſouls. Never was there ſuch an olice preſ- 
ſed there before, ſince. the. firſt. planting of. that 
mount! Never was there ſuch. Wu PE Feen. as 
Jeſus's blood! O that I. may partake of the root: 
aud fatneſs of that good Olive vhich was preſſed * | 


3 
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and of chat oil, which will make my grace to grow, 
and my face to ſhine! ! 
As it was in a garden that man's ſm and miſery 
firſt began, ſo it. was in a garden that our bleſſed 
Surety began his laſt expiatory ſufferings for ſin, 
which caft him into a fearful agony. As the gar- 
den of Eden produced man's miſery, ſo the garden 
of Gethſemane provided a remedy. O that when ! 
walk and retire myſelf in a garden, I may have 
grace to think ſeriouſly, and with ſuitable affections 
upon the ſms of men, and the ſufferings of my Sa- 
viour for them! and, at the ſame time, to ſend up 
my ejaculations to God, for an intereſt in his agony 
and attonement, and for the comfortable intima- 
tion thereof to my ſoul, When my dear Redeemer 
was in his agony of Soul, I read of his offering ap 
Prayers and ſupplications to God, with Atrong ching 
and tears, Heb. v. 7. and have 1 no prayers nor 
tears to offer up to God at the remembrance of 
Bis agony ? ? efpectally, when I confider how mach 
muy fins contributed to throw him into it.——O 
how ſtrong and bitter were my Surety's cries at this 
time, when God bruiſed his ſoul, and poured dovn 
4 flood of his wrath upon him! He eried, till he 
was ſpent with crying ; he grew hoarſe with it, and 
his throat ſo dried, that he could cry no more, 
Pfal. Ixix. 3. Now was his ſoul in travel, and 
great cauſe had he for his ſtrong crying and tears 
He was ſilent under all the pains of his body, and 
under his ſufferings from men; all that time he 7s 


Aumb, as a ſheep before his ferarers : but; behold, 


when fierce wrath from God alighted on his ſoul, 
he cries vehemently; and he prayed mot earneſtly 
and importunately for fupport and through · bearing 
under this terrible ſtorm. O that, from my Savi- 
our's example, I may learn, when under fout- -trou- 
ble and inward diſtreſs, to make my prayers to God. 
More | earneſt and fervent, and to perſevere with- 

Out 
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out fainting; which I have great encouragement te 
do from this, that my Saviour's fervent FROST and 
tears have made way for mine, 
I obſerve alſo in this paſſage, that the agony of 
Chriſt's ſoul increaſed ſo much, that it produced a 
ſweat of blood over his body ; yea, great drops or 
clods of blood, which, by his violent agony, burſt 
throngh his very clothes, and watered the ground 
where he lay. O what trouble and anguith, pangs 
and ſorrows, deſertions and CO muſt his 
ſoul have endured at this time, under the burden of 
God's wrath for his people's fins, which put his fa- 
cred body and blood into ſuch a dreadful commotion 
and ferment! O what a prodigous and preter - natu- 
ral ſweat was this! Never was the like heard of 
fince the world began?” According to the courle of 
nature, Chriſt lying in the open air, in a cold night, 
upon the cold ground, with the greatneſs of his 
coniternation, ſhould have drawn all his blood in- 
ward from the external parts of his body: but 
Chriſt's ſweating and bleeding was altogether preter- 
natural, He ſwate without external heat, he bled 
without external wound, The fireof divine wrath, 
now kindled in his ſoul, was ſo very hot and raging, 
| that. it made the blood about his heart to boil, and 
| burſt through both fleſh and garments,—He had re- 
ceived at this time, no wound nor external yiolence 
from any hand; no Judas, no ſoldier, no tormen- 
tor, had yet attacked him; no ſpear, no nail, no 
thorn or ſcourge had yet touched his ſacred body, 
and yet he bleeds molt plentifully! Oh, but the 
 fword of juſtice had reached him, and made a deep 
wound and wide gafh in his foul; at which breach 
a ſea of wrath brake in with ſuch violence, that it 
overwhelmed him; made him fall firſt on his knees, 
and then flat on the ground, where he lay agonizing 
and crying, till all the waves and billows of divine 
rengeance went over him. 2 what a dreadful . 
| LE | 
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58 Chriſt's Agony; and 
preſſure was my Saviour's ſoul under at this time? 
What ſqueezing anguiſh had he about his heart, that 
made his body to ſtruggle, and ſweat in ſuch a man- 


ner, ſo that every pore. of his body became a bleed- 


ing wound! O how awfully ſhould I be affected with: 
this tragical ſight ! How thankfully ſhould I remem-- 
ber my Redeemer's love, when he calls me to do it 


at his holy table! 


In my Saviour's agony I may ſee, as in a glass, : 
the malignant evil and curſed nature: of ſin,, that no 
leſs could attone for it; than the ſoul-travel and a- 

ny. of .the dear Son of God! Can I ever make 
light of. ſin, when I view the great drops of blood 
ſtanding above his garments, while hg lay groveling, 


on the earth in the anguiſh of his ſoul! Shall I net 
henceforth abhor ſin, and ſtand in awe of offending 


a juſt and holy God, ſeeing it is ſuch a fearful thing 

to fall into his hands: If ſuch things were done in 
ho green tree, what ſhall be done in the dry? Was 
the cup of wrath ſo terrible to the innocent human 
nature of. Chriſt, when preſented to him, that he 
ſhrinked and cried out! G What will it be to guilty 
ſinners! Here I may ſee how coſtly the redemption. 
of ſouls is; ere this could be compaſſed, God muſt, 
be made man, eternity muſt ſuffer death, the Lord 


of angels muſt weep in a cradle, the Creator of the 


world muſt hang like a ſlave! He muſt ly in a man- 
at Bethlehem, cry in. an agony at Gethſemane, 


die on a croſs at Calvary! Unipotted righteouſneſs 

- muſt be made ſin, and Fur e bleſſedneſs muſt 

be made a curſe! O did Chriſt value ſouls at ſo high 

a rate, and ſhall men be ſo . fooliſh as throw them 
away for a thing of noug htl 


. Here: I: may ſee. the. great difficulty of- making | 
peace with God, when once his law is broken; no 1 


leſs could do it than the blood, and ſoul-agony of, 
the Son of Cod; even an Wanke ranſom muft be 


paid ere. God would be reconciled to man. O how 


en 


Bloody Sꝛueat. 39 
much am I beholden to Chriſt that undertook the re- 
concihation, that prevented my ruin, by taking the 
cup out of my hand! O the cup he drank for me 
was mingled with wrath and curſes, @ cup full of 
yengeance preſſed down, heaped up, ſhaken together, 
and running over; a cup, which if men or angels 
had but taited, they had reeled, ' ſtaggered, and 
fallen headlong into hell: yet, ſaid Chriſt, ere any 


of my ele& ones drink it, 1 will do it for them 


reach it hither to me bitter as it is. Oh how ready 
was Chriſt to engage for men! and how willing was 
he to perform! how ready, full and free was the 
fountain of his blood to waſh the defiled! Behold 
' how freely it iſſued forth before a wound was open; 
ed; all his veins and pores poured it forth, without 
waiting for tize tormentors, Lord, make me as 
willing and ready to apply it. Did Chriſt wreltle in 
an agony to obtain the redemption of loſt ſinners 
and ſhall not I wreſtle as in an agony to get an in- 
tereſt in this redemption, and the evidences thereof 
cleared up to my ſoul! O for faith and fervency 
in prayer, that I may wreſtle without ceaſing for the 
aſſurance of his love, that I may go with joy to 
kis table, | | 


MEDITATION XV. 


From J/a, Iii. 7. 


He opened not his mouth; he is brought 4 4 lamb is 
the flaughter. | 


ITI becomes me to read and confider theſe words 

with great attention, ſeeing they were the oc- 
caſion of the Ethiopian eunuch's converſion; for it 
was while he read and thought on theſewords, that 
God ſent Philip to join him, Acts viii. 29. 0 2 


LOS 


60 De Lamb of God 
| God would, in like manner, ſend his holy Spirit te 

join me while I am meditating on them. 
1. I 6bſerve that Chriſt is the great Sacrifice provi- 
ded by God to make attonement for our fins : he 
15 the great Anti-type and ſubſtance of all the lambs 
and beaſts that were offered up in ſacrifice under the 
law, and therefore he'is often in the New Teſta- 
ment called the Lamb, the Lamb of God, and the 
Lamb j]ain. The Spirit of God ſeems to have a pe- 
culiar delight in dwelling upon this type of the 
Lamb, more than in any other of the Old Teſtament 
types; and ſhould not I delight in it too, and often 
with pleafure make mention of the Lamb, the worthy 
Lamb, that will be the object of the praiſes of ſaints 
and angels through all eternity? ? 
2. Chriſt is repreſented by a Lamb to point out the 
innocence of his perſon, the meekneſs of his nature, 
the uſefulneſs of his benefits, and his patience under 
fufferings. How patient is the Lamb under injuries! 
It is filent both before the ſhearer and butcher; it 
parts with its fleece in ſhearing time, and with its 
life in ſlaughter time, without any. noiſe or reſi- 
ſtance. Dogs and ſwine howl and cry when vio- 
lence is offered to them, but the Lamb is quite ſilent. 
So Chriſt the Lamb of God opened not his mouth, 
under the greateſt revilings, mockings, buffetings, 
ſpittings, piercings, and the moſt cruel death, which 
he ſuffered from men, 1 Pet, ii. 23. and hence it is 
faid in the text, when be was led to the ſlaughter, 
he opened not his mouth: he opened not his mouth 
unleſs it was to bleſs, teach, or pray for theſe who in- 
jured him; yea, he not only did pray, but alſo pled 
an excuſe for them, Father, forgive them, for they know- 
not what they do. And after his reſurrection, how 
ready was this meek Lamb, to forgive all that wrong- 
ed him! When giving orders to preach remiſſion of 
* fins to a loſt world, he bids begin at Jeruſalem, Luke 
_ 'xHiv. 36. where they mocked and pierced him, _ 
| here 
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there they had greateſt need of his blood to wath 
them from guilt. How meekly did our - blefſed Lamb 
carry to Peter, when he denied him in his own hear- 
ing, He did not turn and frown upon Peter, as he 
well deſerved, though he might have frowned him into 
hell: it is ſaid only, He turned and locked on Peter, 
Luke xxii. 61. not with an angry look, but with an 
affectionate melting look, which recovered him to a 
penitent frame : neither did he afterwards upbraid 
him with his carriage. O meek Lamb of God ! Cam 
I remember thee at thy table, without being filled | 
with remorſe and grief for my impatience under in- 
juries, and the proneneſs of my heart to reſent them? 
Shall I not be aſhamed of my unchriſtian temper, 
when I ſee my meek and loving Jeſus, willing to be 
the {port and deriſion of men and devils, that he 
might be the Author of ſalvation to periſhing ſouls ? 
Oh, how aſtoniſhing is it to ſee the Creator affronted 
by the creature, the potter by his clay, the King of 

glory by. worms of the earth, and yet hold his 
peace! Now, is the Head ſo meek and patient, and 
ſhould not the members be ſo too? O how unſeemly 
is it to ſee a company of fierce lions following a 
meek Lamb ! O that I could learn more of him that 
is meek and lowly in heart. 


3. Here I ſee the greateſt inſtance of divine love 3 | 


that ever the world ſaw. Behold an offended God 
willing to ſpare wretched criminals; and take fatis- 
faction from a Surety in their room; and he himſelf 
finds out the Lamb to be the ſacrifice, even his eter- 
nal Son, who willingly undertook to aſſume a body 
for that end. How aſtoniſhing are the Lamb's 
words, Heb. x. 5. Sacrifice and offering thou wouldſt 
not, but a body haſt thou- prepared me? as if he had 
ſaid, Father, ſince all the legal facrifices are in- 
« ſufficient to ſatisfy thy juſtice, attone for ſin, and 
« ranſom precious ſouls; even take the body thou 
a * for me, let chat be the Sacrifice to 
o " JEL 1 
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jauſtice; it is more valuable than any other, being 
* the tabernacle of my divine perſon; it will bring 
% glory to thy offended juſtice, and ſatisfy it to the 
„ tall, I yield myſelf willing to be the prifoner of 
« ;uſtice, and go quietly as a lamb to the flaugh- 
* ter; not dragged to it as an ox or bullock, but 
25 meckly and pleaſantly like a lamb. When ac- 
cording to. this agreement, juſtice required the Lamb 
to be facrificed; O how patient and ſilent was he 
under all the accuſations led againſt him, though he 
was wholly innocent ; he would fay nothing in his 
own defence; at which Pilate (not knowing the 
cauſe of his ſilence) marvelled greatly, having never 
feen the like before. But our Lamb conſidered, that 
he ſtood not only at Pilate's bar, but alſo at the 
bar of God's juſtice as our Surety, bearing our guilt; 
and though man had nothing to lay to his charge, yet 
he knew what divine juſtice had to charge upon him, 
and therefore he is filent and anſwers nothing, that 
he might not hinder our redemption, nor ſtop the 
payment of our dept. When juſtice charged him 
with our ſms, our unbelief, pride, covetouſneſs, Oc. 
he might have faid, O Father, theſe tranſgreſſions 
< are not mine, I never offended thee; but he will 
do nothing to reſcue himſelf. Therefore when the 
fearful charge of the whole fins, of an ele& world 
was exhibited againſt him, and the ſword of juſtice 
drawn, ready to ſtrike, he opened not his mouth, 
but takes with the charge, as if he had been guilty of 
all. Glory to the ſilent Lamb for ever, that would 
not hinder our releaſe from Puniſhment, but meekly 
took the ſtroke for us. 
2 4. Behold this meek Lamb, before ke was brought 
to the flaughter, led up and down from place to 
place; from the garden to the high prieſt, from the 
high prieft to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, from 
Herod back to Pilate, from Pilate to Calvary, Be- 


hold him mocked, abuſed, and diſgraced by them, 
| buffeted 
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puffeted and ſpit upon, crowned, ſcourged, and pier . 
ced, and yet never reſiſts nor complains. He willing 

ly gave bis back to the ſmiters, and his cheeks to them 
that pluckt off the hair, and hid not his face from 
ſpitting. Now, the meek Lamb 1s content to be as 
the ram caught in the thickers, to be ſlaughtered and 
facrified in our room, who. were lying bound like 
Iſaae, to have been the ſacrifice. Oh, it was our 


fins that platted the thorns; they alſo were the 


reed that drove them mto his temples, yet he open- 
ed not his mouth. "BUS © | | 
5. Now this flaughtered Lamb is ſet before my 
eyes in the ſacrament, and God's call to me is, Be- 
hold the Lamb of God, John 1. 29. Now let me be- 
hold him with an earneſt and ſteady look, with 
faith and expectation, that may get healing to all 
my difeaſes, As no ſtung Ifraclite got healing from 
the brazen ſerpent, unleſs they looked to it, ſo none 
can get benefit from Chriſt unleſs they behold him, 
May I never took away from this Lamb, to my tears, 

convictions, prayers, reformations, or any thin 
elſe; ſeeing the beſt of duties will make bad ſavi- 
ours, If I expect ſalvation from other things, I am 
undone, for there 1s no other name given under hea- 
ven whereby men can be ſaved : but if I look to the 
Lamb of God, my ſalvation is ſecured by his pro- 
miſe, Iſa. xlv. 22. | 
6. There was no houſe in Egypt ſafe from the de- 
ſtroying angel, but theſe who had their doors ſprink- 
led with the blood of the paſchal lamb : fo there is 
no ſoul ſafe from the ſword of revenging juſtice, but 
theſe who by faith put themſelves under the proteti- 
on of the blood of this ſlain Lamb: let me therefore 
take the bunch of hyſſop, faith, and dip it in the 
baſon of the new covenant, and ſprinkle this blood 

on my guilty ſoul, and ſo I ſhall be ſafe, 

7. How bleſſed is their character who follow the 
Lamb, Rev, xiv. 4. May I follow him as my phyſi- 
G cian 
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cian to cure me, my righteouſneſs to juſtify me, my 
life to quicken me, my husband to ſupply my wants, 
my guide to conduct me, my pattern to direct me in 
my ſteps. Let me learn from his example, to be pa- 
tient without murmuring, when I am under affliction, 
Let me learn meekneſs towards men, when I meet 
with reproaches or injuries from them. Let me 
learn a readineſs to obey God's call to every duty, 
O did Chriſt 'go willingly to the flaughter for us ; 

and ſhall I be backward to pray, communicate, part 
with ſin, or do any thing he requires of me? Let 
me, in all duties and ordinances, ſeek after the 
Lamb's preſence, ſeeing my eternal happineſs lies in 
being ever with the Lamb, and to be fed and led by 
_ Rev. vii. T6, 
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From Eph. i I N 
In whom aue have redemption through his blood. 


OW diſmal is our caſe by nature]! We are 
ſlaves to ſin and Satan, and priſoners to the 

juſtice of God, being ſentenced to die, doomed to 
wrath, and reſerved to public judgment and exe- 
cution. In this miſerable condition were all man- 
kind, until Chriſt came to ranſom us : and O how 
difficult and coſtly was our redemption to Chriſt ! 
no leſs could be the price of it, than his precious 
blood. The glorious Son of God, who created hea- 
ven and earth, muſt become a creature, be born of 
a woman, and pour out his blood on an ignominious 
croſs, before we could be redeemed from ſin and 
wrath, O how valuable muſt the blood of this infi- 
nite perſon be! What is the blood of earthly kings 
and princes to this blood? Surely one drop of it is 
of more value, than an ocean of theirs! and yet 
every 
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every drop of this blood was poured out upon the 

ound for our redemption, In this blood I ſee 
ſundry things : 

. The amazing love of chriſt, in ſhedding his 
88 for the redemption of ſuch creatures as I am; 
creatures moſt ugly, that had loſt the i image. of God, 
and got Satan's image pictured in its room, and were 
thereby become black as hell. Creatures lothſome 


as dead carcaſſes, bein g dead in treſpaſſes; and yet 


theſe he loved fo as to ſhed his blood, and bleed to 
death for them. For as lovely as Sarah was, while 
alive, yet when dead, Abraham could look on her no 


more, but would have her buried out of his ſight. 


But Chriſt ſaid not ſo of his elect ſpouſe when dead; 
no, ſaid he, let me bleed and die for her to bring ber 5 
to life; though at the ſame time ſhe was more loth- 
ſome than Job with his boils, Lazarus with his ſores, 
or any dead carcaſs with vermin, O what cauſe 


eould be given for the love of a bleeding Jeſus ? 
well might he ſay, I loved you, becauſe ] loved you ; 
And O with what ſorrow;  - 


pain and agony, was his bleeding love attended, 

While his dear ſoul was overwhelmed with the terri⸗ 
ble. billows of his Father's wrath! Chriſt knew well 
before hand all theſe ſufferings, and all the ingredi- 
ents in the cup, yet he would needs drink it for us: 


he foreſaw the poiſon of God's arrows that would 


drink up his ſpirits; the burning thirſt that the heat 
of divine wrath would create in him: yet willingly 
did he go to bleed and die, like a lamb to the ſlaugh - 


ter. O love that paſſeth knowlege.. 


2. In Chriſt's blood I ſee the glory of infinite wi: 
dom diſplayed : who could have found out a way to 
reconcile. juſtice and mercy, and ſatisfy both their de- 
mands about Adam's fallen race! A general coun- 
cil'of angels could never have thought of the Son of 
God his being made fleſh, and ſhedding blood! How . 


. ſhocking would the ſuggeſtion. have been, if God had 


G. 2: not- 
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not made it! But, behold hereby infinĩte Wiſdom 


hath diſcovered a way to gratify both juſtice and 


mercy ; to puniſh fin, and yet pardon the ſinner ; 


to maintain the honour of the Law-maker, and yet 


preſerve the life of the law- breaker: hereby mercy 
is ſatisfied in ſparing the rebel, and yet juſtice more 
glorified, and fin rendered more odious, than if the 


{inner himſelf had been eternally damned for it.— 


Nay, though all the men on earth had been caſt into 
hell-fire for fin, and the angels with them, it had. 
been no ſuch inſtance of juſtice, as Chriſt's bleeding 
and dying for ſin: for what is the puniſhing of crea- 


tures, to the ſuffering of the Creator! 


3. This blood being the blood of God, hath. Fl 
Bite virtue and efficacy; it hath purchaſed the church 
of God, and all grace and glory to her, Acts xx, 28. 
it protects all who come under the covert of it from. 
the wrath of God, Exod. xt. 13. When I (ee the 
blood, T will paſs over you, and the plague ſhall not 
le upon you to deftroy you, when 1 ſmite. the land of 
Egypt.— This blood, which is the price of our re- 
demption, hath marvellous effects; it pleads for the 
guilty, and obtains pardon of lin, peace with God, 
nearneſs to and communion with him. It eue, 
Heals, ſatisfies and beautifies pertſhing ſouls, it feals 


the New Teſtament, overcomes our enemies, libe- 


rates the priſoners, opens heaven's gates, and gives. 
"boldneſs to enter in: the perſon of our Redeemer 
being preferable to a million of worlds full of men. 
and angels, his blood alone might well ſerve for an 
elet world, What fins can be ſo heinous or ſo nu- 
merous, but the blood of God can wath away? This 
was famous Cranmer's ſupport that day he ſuffered 
martyrdom; when his heinous fin of renouncing the 
truth ſtared him in the face, and he was greatly de- 
jected for it: he brake out, Surely God was made 


freſh, and ſhed his blood, not for leſſer fins only, but 
for be eat . 7s 24 this relieved him, and made him 


die 
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die with courage. This blood can help in all ſtraits, 
deliver from all fears, and is able to fave to the ut-- 
termoſt. It hath ſaved many who have condemned 
themſelves, . and thought their ſalvation impoſſible. 
It hath eaſed many conſciences, when the terrors of 
the Almighty have ſurrounded them, and his arrows 
have ſtuck faſt in them, It hath unſtinged death; and 
carried many ſafe through. its darkeſt vallies, This 
blood hath cleanſed many whoſe hearts were filthy 
as the mire, and whoſe lives ſwarmed with the moſt: 
abominable luſts, ſuch as the Corinthians, 1 Cor. vi. 
11. and three thouſand of theſe who had embrued 
their hands in ſhedding of it, Acts ii. 36. Nay, it 
is able to take away the ſins of a world, John i. 29. 
and much more the ſins of any one ſoul, though like 
a mountain for weight, or the ſand for number. / 
4. I ſee this redeeming blood to be a ſuitable. re- 
medy for all my maladies; O that I could look to it 
by faith, apply it to my ſores, and plead it with 
God.: Lord, I am an unrighteous creature, but 
« here is. juſtifying blood; niy heart is unholy, but 
« here ſanctifying blood; my ſoul is wounded, but 
« here healing. blood; my luſts are ſtrong, but - 
here mortifying blood; ; my heart is hard; but 
« here ſoftening blood; my affections are dead, but 
here quickening blood; my love is cold, but here 
«-js heart · warming blood When Jam at the holy 
table, Jam near this bleſſed remedy; O let me 
© not miſs a cure when the balm of Gilead is among 
my hands; let me not perith..in.- my- guilt beſide: 
the open fountain; Oh, this blood hath healed i 
4 3 and ſhall I remain under m y plagues ?: 
„Lord let that innocent blood, e run —— 
«thy. hands, heart and : ſide, .drdp--on+my7guilty: 
4 ſoul, and cleanſe-me from all ſin. O my glorieus 
9 Athy Lamb, ¶ thou wilt thou can/t-make:me* 
9 clean. O ſay to me as: e did. ro che lepr, f. | 


* 
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* will, be thou clean. Surely thy blood is more able 
to ſave me, than my ſins are to deſtroy me. 
5. How juſt is it, that I thould commemorate the 
of this blood in the way that Chriſt ap- 
1 Lord, help me to go to thy table, and rea- 
che ſhedding of this blood to myſelf, as much as 
if I had ſtood — the croſs, and ſeen it with my eyes 
flowing from his wounds. Let my faith be the e- 
vidence of things not ſeen, and let it Som the thed- 
ding of Chriſt's blood as evidently to me, as if I. had. 
actually ſeen it. Ah, I cannot ſay it is ſo, while my 
eyes are ſo dry, and my heart ſo hard; alas for my 
ſtupid unconcerned heart, that doth not burſt into 
love and tears at the ſacramental view of this 
 blood-ſhedding ! How can I fee theſe hands, that 
{way the ſcepter of the heavens, nailed to. the tree 
of reproach, and not mourn? How can I ſee theſe. 
feet, that trample on the powers, of hell, nailed to 
az tree, and not weep? Did the earth tremble, 
rocks rend, ſun hide, and heavens darken, and wilt 
not my rocky heart rend for fin that cauſed all ?— 
Since thou, Lord comes to me, in ſtreams of blood, 
let me go forth and meet thee with ſtreams of tears. 
Oh! ſhalt I be more ſparing of my tears for Chriſt, 
than he was of his blood for me? Can l ſee this pre- 
cious bloed run down in ſtreams, and my eyes not 
ur out ſame drops? Can I refuſe drops of water 
for ſtreams of blood? Can I ſee the blood of the 
King of kings ſpilt like water on the ground, and 
the earth drinking it up, and my heart not rend for 
ſhedding it? Oh that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might wee day and 
| night for the ſlain Lamb of God ! 
6. How dreadful muſt the crime be to tread this 
| Blood under foot by unbelief, or unworthy commu- 
nicating! Had Zjmri peace that flew his maſter ? 
and can 1 have peace if 1 be guilty of the blood of 
Hint that is my Maſter and Redeemer both? How fad 
all oy caſe be, if that blood, which alone can pro- 
cure 
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cure my pardon, ſhall cry for my eternal puniſhment ? |, 
Deliver me from blood guiltineſs,, O God. O that I 
could value and eſteem, plead and apply this precious, 
blood more! Lord, accept of it as a full ſatisfaction 
for all my fins, and an all- ſufficient price for my ſoul's 
redemption. Is not one drop of thy Son's blood of 
more value than a ſea of mine? My ſins, alas, have 
ſhut me out of paradiſe, but O let this blood open 
paradiſe to me again; and let me, through this red- 
ſea, enter into the heavenly Canaan, I know I can 
have no other paſſage to it. Lord, impute nat the 


guilt, but the merit of this blood to me. 
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From Pſalm Ixxii, 6. 


He Fall come down like rain upon the own RETRY | 
ſhowers that water the earth, . 


H Is is ſpoken and promiſed of chrilt, and aus 
to teach us, that Chriſt coming to his church 
| = people, by the gracious influences of his holy Spi- 
Fit, is moſt uſeful and refreſhing to their ſouls, like 
ſhowers of rain to the dry ground, or a meadow 
newly cut to make it ſpring again. Chriſtleſs ſouls 
are like the dry ground, without the moiſture of ſa- 
ving grace, their hearts are hard; neither rods; 
mercies, nor fermons, make inpreſſion upon them; 
why? they are without Chriſt, the fountain of grace, 
and ſpiritual influences. —Before the fall, manꝰs ſouł 
was like a well watered garden, beautiful, green, 
and fragrant; but by bis apoſtacy from God, in A- 
dam our firſt head, the ſprings of grace and holi- 
neſs are quite dried up in his ſoul; and there is no cu- 
ring of this drought, but by che ſoul's union with a 
. Hew head, to wit, Chri/t our ſecond Adam, who has 
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the Spirit given him without meaſure for the uſe of 
all his members. Now, when we are united by faith 
to Chriit, our head of influences, the dry land is 
turned into water ſprings; Chriit comes down as the 
rain by his Spirit of regeneration, and brings the 
ſprings of grace into the ſoul. He is the firit and 
immediate receptacle of the holy Spirit, and all re- 
generating and ianctifying influences, and out of his 
fulneſs we mutt by faith receive them. And when at 
any time the ſprings of grace are interrupted in the. 
foul by ſin or unbelief, ſo as the ground turns dry, 
the plants wither, and the things which remain are 
ready to die; the ſoul hath need to look up to Jeſus 
Chriſt to come down with new {howers: upon the 
thirſty ground, and decayed plants. 
1. As the rain is the free gift of God to the dry 
ground, it comes free and cheap to poor and rich, 
imall and great, and coſts them nothing : ſo Chriſt 
with his bleſſings is God's free gift to a dry periſhing 
world, for which we ſhould continually be thankful. 
2. As nothing can ſtop the falling of the rain; ſo no- 
thing can hinder Chriſt's graciousinfluences, when he 
deſigns to awake, convince, or ſoften a hard heart. 
When theſe ſhowers do fall on ſinners, the moſt ob- 
ſtinate will muſt. yield, and cry, Lord, what wilt thou 
have meto do? 3, As the rain is moſt neceſſary and 
ſuitable to the dry ground, and to the various plants 
it produceth, and. alſo to the different parts of every 
plant or tree; ſuch as the root, trunk, branches, 
leaves, flowers and fruit: ſo, Chriſt is abſolutely. 
neceſſary, and his influences moſt ſuitable to all his 
Peoples ſouls, and tobevery faculty of them, .the un-- 
derſtanding, will, memory, and affections; and to. 
all their different graces, faith, loves, repentance, . 
c. to root: and eltabliſh them, . ſtrengthen and con- 
firm them, quicken. and increaſe. them, cheriſh and. 
preſerve. them. 4. As the rain comes down... in di- 
verſe ways and. manners. to the. earth, ſometimes 
| | 5 Wit 1 
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with cold winds and tempeſts, thunders and light- 
nings; and at other times with calmneſs and 
warmth : ſo Chriſt comes to ſinners, ſometimes with 
ſharp convictions and legal terrors, and ſometimes 
with alluring invitations and promiſes, 5. O how 
pleaſant are the effects of rain to languiſhing plants, 
to make them green and beautiful, lively and ſtrong, 
fragrant and fruitful? So the effects of Chriſt's influ- 
ences are moſt defireable to drooping ſouls, for en- 
lightening and enlivening them, for confirming and 
ſtrengthening them, for comforting and enlarging 
them, for appetizing and ſatisfying them, transform- 
ing and beautifying them, A ſhower from Chriſt 
would ſoon make the church, though withered, turn. | 
green and beautiful, and to ſend. forth a ſmell as of a 
eld that the Lord hath bleſſed; and likewiſe ſome 
drops of this ſhower, alling down upon the languiſh- 
ing graces of communicants, would ſoon make them 
vigorous and lively in ſhewing forth their Saviour's 
death at his table, fs 3 . 
Here I may ſee the reaſon why many ſouls con- 
tinue as dry ground in their parched natural conditi- 
on, while others near them are flouriſhing and fruit- 
ful; Chriſt's ſhower hath. come down upon the one, 
and not upon the other; one piece is rained upon, 
and another piece is dry and withered, according to 
that word in Amos iv. 7. — b, what cauſe is there 
to bewail the evident ſymptoms of this continuing 
natural drought in multitudes of ſouls! Why? their 
hearts are hard, impenetrable and unaffected with 
the miſerable ſtate they are in by nature, and with 
the woful plagues of their hearts. They have no 
ſenſe or feeling of the evil of ſin, notwithſtanding 
of all the reproofs and threatenings of the word, or 
the rods and ſtrokes it brings upon them; or of the 
ſufferings of Chriit for ſin. And though God aſſures 
them, that the end of dry ground is curſing and | 
burning, they are impenitent and unconcerned under 


all. 
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*all.—O if parched ſouls in their natural eſtate were 
made ſenſible of their miſery, and brought to bewail 
their caſe, and ſay, * Oh, lam as the heath in the 
&« deſert that ſees no rain; I am a dry tree, if ! 

«© continue in this ſtate, III de cut down as cumbrin 
the ground, and made fuel to hell- fire. I ſee che 
4 ax of juſtice laid to my root, every hour I am in 
5 danger of the blow. O if Chriſt would inter poſe 
to ſpare me, and come be upon me as the rain, 
« and bring the moiſture of grace into my ſoul,” 
How lamentable alſo is the caſe of thoſe who once 
ſeemed to be watered by this heavenly rain, and now 
are parched by a long conſuming drought and vi- 
thering wind! Th:y have loſt their former greenneſs 
and moifture, their ſpirituality and livelineſs, and 
their duties are quite dwindled away into a lifeleſs 
carcaſe and a dead formality, They have loſt their 
 wonted freedom and enlargement in prayer, and 
are fallen under fad bonds and ſtraitenings of ſpirit, 
which make them count holy things a wearineſs, 
and frequently neglect ſecret prayer. Surely ſuch have 
great need of Chriſt's commg down upon them as the 
rain, to make them ſpring up as the graſs, and re- 
vive as the corn, —Alas we have a ſinful hand in 
bringing on ſuch a ſpir itual drought, by quenching 
the motions of the Spirit, indulging fleſhly luſts, gi- 
ving the world Chriſt's room in the heart, and ne- 
glecting to live by faith on the Son of God, who is. 

the rain and dew of lirael, 

How happy are theſe wholive under the hopping; 
of this rain! They are like trees planted: by the. 
waters, their roots ſpread forth, and their leaves 
are green, Jer. xvii. 8. Hayel the ſigns of ſuch per- 
ſons? © Is my heart ready to melt at the ſight of a 
„ crucified Jeſus ſet before me in the ſacrament ! Do 
I mourn for my fins that pierced him? Am I ready 
770 think worſe of e chan any other perſon can? 


. 


— 


— 


* 


compared to Rain. ES 

A Is my heart ſoft and pliable to the will of God, 
«*both in his precepts and providences? Do the 
« world's good things bulk but little in my eye? 
* Is it my deſire to meet with Chriſt in every duty 
« and ordinance ! Do I ſtill look on fin as Chriſt's 
% enemy? Am J afraid of provoking him by ſin te 
« withhold the ſhowers, and make the heavens as 
« braſs to me? Am I deſirous to bring forth fruit 
« anſwerable to the waterings he graciouſly allows 
« me?” O may I find theſe marks in my ſoul ! 

O that I could earneſtly plead for the fulfilling of 
this promiſe in the text, that Chriſt would come 
down as the rain, that he would ſend the ſhowers 
he hath merited and promiſed, ſend them to myſelf, 
to the church, and to the whole land; to the pre- 
ſent age, and to the riſing generation! O what 
glorious effects would theſe ſhowers produce] They 
would beautify the church and her aſſemblies, make 
both miniſters and profeſſors to ſhine in holineſs, and 
congregations to be lively in worſhip. They would 
open priſon doors, looſe bonds, enlarge hearts, re- 
vive drooping ſouls, turn their water into wine, 
their ſorrow into joy, their complaints into praiſes, 
and make them ſing in the ways of the Lord. —By 
theſe ſhowers God would be glorified, the church 
cemented, and her diſtempers healed, Ordinances 
would be ſucceſsful, communions more pleafant, the 
godly more valued, religion more eſteemed, and the 


2 way to heaven more delightful Lord, look on the 


dry ground and preſent droughty ſeaſon with pity, 
open the windows of heaven, and ſend down 
ſhowers as in former times, and as in other parts of 
the world, Send a ſhower to young communicants, 
and to theſe who have not ſeen thy goings in the 
ſanctuary; a ſhower to ſtony hearts and withered 
hands; a ſhower to ſoften the clods, looſe the 
roots, and open the ſprings. O how much good 
would one of Chriſt's ſhowers doto a poor * 5 
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what wonders would it work! what priſoners wonld 
it looſe ! what cloudy minds would it brighten, and 
what doubting ſouls would it reſolve ! Come dowa . 
, W Jeſus. Amen. 


MEDITATI ON . 


From Matth. vii. 8. 0 
Lord, I am not ævortiy that thou ſhouldſt come under 


my ro. 


AIT H and repentance do ſtill go her; 3 
every behever is a true penitent : he that puts 
on the Lord Jeſus, is alſo cloathed with humility, 
The higher thoughts a man hath of Chriſt, the 
lower thoughts will he have of himſelf. - When the 
man's eyes are open to ſee the holineſs and excel- 
lency of Chriſt,” he is made to own his own nothing- 
' meſs before him, and his infinite diſtance from him, 
and to ſay, like the centurion in the text, I am not 
worthy that thou ſhould? come under my roof, q. d. 
It is too great a honour for ſuch a guilty and filthy 
creature to entertain a Saviour of infinite purity ; my 
heart is more unworthy than my houſe, I have no- 
thing to commend me to thee. The lowly ſoul 
abhors himſelf as vile in the fight of a holy God; he 
ſays, I am all as an unclean thing, and all my 
righteoufneſs is as filthy ra rags; 1n me dwells no good 
thing ; ; I am inſufficient o myſelf to do. any thing 
that is good, or even to think a good thought: i 
is God that muſt work in me, both to will and 3 
do, of his good pleaſure. He is under no obliga- 
tion to pity or help me, it will be abſolute free mer- 
cy in him if he do it, —The lowly man hath under- 
valuing thoughts of himſelf, and of all his own do- 
ings and attainments : he renounceth all confidence 


0s 
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in his own righteouſnefs, and humbly ſubmits to the 
righteonfnets of God by faith: he is content to be 
ſtript of all his own garments that Chriſt may be his 
cloathing. He looks not to his own performances to 
recommend him to God, but only to Chriſt his Sure- 
ty. He is willing to go out of himſelf, and live 
wholly upon borrowed righteouſneſs, and borrowed 

ſtrength, even to live upon Chriſt crucified, and to 
derive daily and hourly from him ſtrength, both for 
duty and difficulty, for work and wa e.——— The 
man that is lowly in heart, ſubmits to the will af 
| God in all his diſpenſations, is content with every 
condition he thinks beſt for him; he is patient in 
affliction, and filent under God's rod without an- 
ſwering again. He is ſenſible that he juſtly deſerveth - 
hell, and therefore is very thankful for the leaſt 
mercy; like the woman of Canaan, he owns him- 
ſelf unworthy as a dog, and will be thankful for the 
crumbs that fall from the childrens table. He vvill 
be thankful for a word from Chriit, tor. a look, for 
a ſmile, for the leaſt token of his favour, or the 
ſmalleſt influence of his Spirit, 
Wherever faith is in exerciſe, it is a an 


and ſelf-emptying grace, and lays the ſoul very low - 


before God; and God always hath reſpect to ſuck 
faith, and to ſuch lowlineſs, Pfal, cxxxviii. 6. Chriſt 
put great reſpect upon the lowly — V. IO; 
13. Ibave not found fo great faith, no, not in Iſrael; 
go thy way, and as thou haſt believed, fo be it done 
unto thee, He alſo put great reſpect on the humble 
publician, Luke xvili. 13, 14. and declared him ju- 
ſtified; for (faith he) Fe that humbleth hemſel f ſhall 
be exalted. He put great honour on the humble 
woman of Canaan, that owned herfel vile as a 
dog, Matth. xv. 27, 28. O woman, great is thy 
faith, (ſaid he) be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And 


he ſaith of himſelf, Iſa. lvii. 15, though he be 7he 


* and "of ty Ong that ialabit eth eternity, yet he 
I Pp \ dawelleth 
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ewelleth with the humble ſpirit : and thus he ſets him- 


ſelf before us, as the great Pattern of humility, and 
bids us learn it of him. When he appeared d unto Mo- 
Nes, it was not in a lofty cedar, but in a low, mean, 
Humble buſh. And when he would appear in our na- 


ture, it was not a great exalted woman he takes up 


with, but a low humble virgin, as Mary herſelf ob- 


ſerves, Luke i. 48, 52. May I be helped then to ap- 
pear before him at his holy table, — a humble 
ſpirit, and lowly frame, that he may Nn to 
dwell and hold communion with me! 

O that I had the marks of a lowly heart, [and 


could ſay, that I bluſh, and am aſhamed before God 


in prayer, becauſe of my ſinfulneſs and pollution! 
That I am made to wonder at free grace in ſparing 
ſuch a vile unthankful wretch, in keeping me out of 
Hell, in offering me Chriſt and pardo a theough his 

blood, and calling me to his table. 


ching but wrath and ruin from that airth; that! 
look only to Chriſt, and have admiring thoughts of 
him and his law-biding righteouſneſs, —That I have 
. deep ſenſe of indwelling ſin, and of the corrupti- 

ons of my heart, and think more meanly of myſelf 
-than any other perſon can. That I am jealous of 
my wicked heart, and afraid leſt 1 betray or wound 
the Son of God, and contract blood-guiltineſs ; and 


therefore I adventure to his table with much fear 


and trembling, Lord, beſtow upon me ſuch a hum- 
ble heart. 


09 1 4. 
claim all righteouſneſs by the law, and expect no- 


= 


O can ſuch an ill-deſerving creature cppancbefore 


God, and expect mercy, who have ſo long abuſed 
mercy! Lord, inſtead of ſtretching” forth a ſceptre 
of mercy to invite me to thy table, thou mighteſt, 
with the rod of thy juſtice, juſtly daſh me in pieces 
as a potter's veſſel. Inſtead of entertaining me with 


the bread of life, and the cup of bleſſing, thou 


_—_— give 1 me the bread and water of affliction ; 


Jews 
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yea, caſt me into that pit, where I ſhould cry in vain 


. br a drop of water to cool my tongue. O ſhall. 


 fuch a wretched dog as I preſume to come to thy 
table, and eat of the childrens bread,” who am not 


worthy to gather the crumbs that fall from it! But 


have heard of the mercy of the King of Iſrael, that 
be delights to ſhew it to the unworthy that humble 
| Gee before hir. Oh, I am vile and unfit to 


appear before thee; but, ſurely they are undone that 


keep away from thee. Tam come to thee, not be- 
cauſe I am fit or worthy, but becauſe thou art riccß 


in mercy. and haſt contrived a way for faving the 
like of me. Lord, I am not worthy to come with - 
in ſight of thee, but far leſs that thou ſhouldſt come 
under my roof to lodge with me ! Will God in very 
feed come and duell with men! This is a wonder, 
tho' all men were as innocent and righteous as onde 
Adam was! But will he lodge or feaſt with me that 


| an a leper? Will he come under the roof of my 


foul, a houſe ſo ruinous, finpky and deſiled, where 


he has not a fit place to lay his head? But, O my 


humble, condeſcending Saviour, did not diſdain to ly 


in a manger among beaſts, nor to dine with Simon 
a leper! O Lord Jeſus, eome in thyſelf and furniſh 
the houſe, prepare an upper room in my ſoul, large, 


* —— 
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wept and garniſhed, and there abide, and keep the. 


paſſover with: me. , 
Lord, I am not worthy. to eat ihe ante that 
fall from my own table, + leſs thoſe that fall 


from thine, I deſerve not a room to ſtand among 


thy ſervants, far lefs to fit down with thy children. 


(one of the greateſt that was born of women, who 


lam unworthy of my daily bread from thee, and 
ſnall I be allowed to eat of the bread of life ? Shall 
I, who deſerve not the bread of men, be admitted 
to eat the bread of an gels? Shall 1 fit down with 
him, at whoſe feet they fall? If John the baptiſt 


was filled with the Holy Ghoſt from the womb} 
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thought himſelf not worthy to looſe Chriſt's Thoes, 


| how unworthy am Lt, the meaneſt of creatures, 3 


r from the womb, to be admitted to 


touch, nay feed upon Chriſt's, broken body and ſhed 


blood ! If Peter, after ſeeing Chriſt's glory, and his 


en vileneſs, judged himſelf unworthy to be in the 


fame ſhip with Chriſt, and cried, Depart from me, 


for 2 a finful man: how ſhall 1, the chief of 


finners, adventure to ſit. down at the ſame table 
with him in a familiar way! If the woman with the 


bloody iſſue was afraid to come and touch the hem 


of Chriſt's garment, how much more may I, who am 


full of the running iſſues of fin, fear to touch the 


ſymbols of his body and blood, or put my hand in- 


10 his fide ? If the pureſt angels muſt cover their fa- 
ces when before him, how ſhall I, ho am ſo impure, 


appear openly in his preſence? But glory to God for 


the bleſſed covering provided for my guilty ſoul, un- 
der which I may appear and be accepted, l come to 


thee wrapt in it, Lord, accept of me, 
O how diſtinguiſhing are thy favours to me an un- 


wwethy creature ! Thou mighteſt juſtly have put in 


my hand a cup of trembling and unmixed wrath, 


a cup ed with horror of conſcience and fearful 
deſpair: but, inſtead thereof, thou giveſt me the 
| — bleſſing, filled with the hope of pardon and 
eternal life. 1 might have been in hell drinking the 


damned's cup of Wrath, into which juſtice is ſtill 


pouring in as faſt as they drink out: but glory to 
' tree grace, thou calleſt me to drink the cup of ſal- 
vation, which my Saviour hath purchaſed e bis 
blood, and ſweetened with his 8 T bands be 
to Cod * . 8 
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Ebrip the Gif of God to Man. .. 


MEDITATION XIX. 
From 2 Cor. ix. 15. 


Thanks be unto Cod for his unſpeakable gift. 


ANY give thanks to God for meat and 
drink to their bodies, which indeed is the 
duty of all; but alas! few give thanks te God for 


Jeſus Chriſt, the only food of precious fouls, and. 


God's unſpeakable gift to men! Many are fond of. 


temporal gifts and earthly riches, which are nothing 
but vanity; but ah! they are eaſy about this pearl 
of great price, this matchleſs gift, whoſe value no 


| tongue can. expreſs, nor open up what is contained 


in it. The apoſtle tells us a great truth, Eph, i. 3. 


that God. Maſſes us with all ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt. . 


In this gift God, we have innumberable gifts be- 


ſtowed on theſe who believe on him, ſuch as the gifts 
of ſpiritual illumination, pardon of ſin, a law-bid- 


ing righteouſneſs, reconciliation with God, adop- 


tion into his family, reſtoring of his image, ſanQify- | 
ing influences, ſpiritual ſtrength for work and wars 
fare, looſing of bonds, witneſſings of the Spirit, 
unſtinging of death, conduct thro! the: dark valley. 
and a title to the manſions of glory, and the eter- 
nal enjoyment of God. Chriſt is the moſt neceſſary 
and moſt enriching gift ever was given to the world. 
God gave him to be a Plank of mercy, to: ſave our 


ſouls. when ſhipwrecked, He gave him to be our 
Phyſician and Balm, to heal us when our wounds 
ſeemed uncurable. He gave him to be he Lord our 


righteouſneſs, when we had no righteoufneſs, He 
gave him to be our Advocate to plead: for us, when 


we had many accuſers, and none to. take our part. 

He gave him to us to be wi/dom, l hens 1s 

Ln gration and redemption. In. thy gift there 
„ > , 


| 


fo  Cbriſt the Gift of God to Man 
infinite fulneſs, and unſearchable riches, Well may 
the ſpouſe call Chriſt a bundle of myrxh, and a clu- 
ſter of camphire, Cant, i. 13, 14. becauſe fo many | 
gifts and bleſſings are. bundled. up in this one gift. 
f 8 what can I conceive, or what can I expreſs of 
gift! He that would deſcribe or ſpeak of this 
i, — need to have his tongue dipt in heaven. 
FIX an angel come down from it to tell us of this 
'gift, he would outſpeak all the men on earth; yet 
when he had ſaid all he could, the gift would be far 
above his expreflion: why ? becauſe he is pen 
able. I f 
Thanks be unto God that gave us: not a ſexvant, | 
not an angel, not a friend, but his Son. Not an a- 
dopted ſon, but his own Son. by, eternal generation; 
San who is the brightneſs of his Father's glory, and 
the expreſs image of his per ſon. Yea, he gave us his 
only Son, to die as a facrifice in our room How 
| bitterly did Jacob bewail the parting with one ſon, 
when he had eleven behind! But God gave his only 
| begotten Son, and the Son of his love for us! It is 
recorded as an admirable inſtance of Abraham's obe- 
dience, that he was willing to part with his only 
gon at God's command, Gen, xxii, 12. Now , know 
that thou feareſ}, God, \ ſeeing thou haſt not with-beld thy 
Son, thine only Son, from me. But what was Abra- 
. bam's ſon to God's eternal Son, the ſecond perſon of 
the glorious Trinity! a Son that was his equal! a 
Son in whom his ſoul delighted! a Son that never 
diſpleaſed him at any time! How bitterly. did David 
mourn at parting with a rebellious ſon! O Ab/alom, 
my fon, my fon, would to God F had died for thees 
&c. But what are all the ſons of men, or ten 
thouſand worlds full of men, or as many heavens 
full of angels, to the beloved Son of God, whom 
all the angels worſhip and adore! And yet this is the 
. that God gives us. In giving this gift, divine 
* hath 4 retched itſelf to the uitermoit : Ar 
C 
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eould have created a million of heavens more bright, 
and millions of angels more glorious for us; but a 
more glorious. Son be had not, nor could have, a 
greater gift he had not in all his treaſures, than his. 
on co- eternal and con- ſubſtantial Son, yet he makes 
a free gift of him to us! O who would not give 
thanks unto God for this his unſpeakable gift! And 
who would not part with all the world to have an 
mtereſt in this grit ſealed to him at the Lord's table? 
This is the gift that ſweetens all other gifts, and 
_ without which nothing in a Worn hath any. ſweet- 
neſs in it, | 
This gift of God is * free; it was impoſſible 
chat the world could have Chriſt any other way 
than: as a free gift. A man like old Jacob may be 
bereaved of his, children, but it was not poſſible that 
God could be bereaved of his dear. Son. Neither 
could we have him by purchaſe ; we were ſo poor, 
we had not wherewith to purchaſe the leaſt bleſſing. 
And what tho? all the riches of the world had been 
ours, tho” all its mountains had been gold, pearls or 
diamonds, they would not have been ſufficient to 
purchafe one fight of this gift, far leſs a right to it. 
Nor could ever any motive be found out for beſtow» 
ing this gift, but the mere free love of God, John 
Bt. 16. Ged fo loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten: Son: as if he had faid, ſinee the world hath 
no merit, nor price, worth nor motive, to obtain 
this bleſſing, 1 juſt make a. free gift of him to the 
world: take him freely, poor beggars of Adam's 
family; take him, and he will enrich you all? And O 
how ſeaſonably and unexpectedly was this gift given? 
Adam, when he came trembling before God after his 
fall, looking for his final doom, did little expect 
ſuch a gift, until God himſelf, to the aſtoniſhment 
ef angels and men, promiſed the - ſeed of the wo- 
man. Who could have thought that the great od 
. would haye gitted his dear Son to fuch vile wretches, f 
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; FN that .were not ſeeking him! Nay, who. 'of 
. mankind could have deſired fuch a gift? Indeed, 
_ when we had been periſhing, we night have looked 
ap, and cried, O God, have mercy upon us: but 
who would have ſaid, O give the Son of thy love to 
bear the wrath due to us! We neither deſerved, nor 
' deſired this gift, but God gave it moſt freely and fur= 
prizingly ! When Adam broke God's eovenant, he: 
was purſued with a cry, Adam, where art . thou ? 
Boubtleſs, Adam expected a terrible blow from the 
ſword, of juſtice ; but, behold, he is purſued with 
a cry, and the unſpeakable gift i in the Crier's hand 
O how ſurpriſing was this to poor, trembling, guilty 
Adam ! What cauſe had he to- cry, Thanks be unto 
God for his unſpeakable gift! What jhall I render to the 
Lord for fuch a gift? And the ſame cauſe. have we. 
O © wonderful love! this free gift is offered freely 
to the pooreſt creature of Adam's. family; ſo that 
ſuch an one as I, am warranted to accept and em- 
brace it, and make ſure my intereſt in it; Lord, I 
believe, help thou my unbelief. Many covet other: 
gifts, but I covet this beſt gift, thus enriching gift: 
this is a lawful covetouſneſs: receive this. gift of 
God into my boſom, into my very heart. O that 
had the marks of theſe who poſſeſs this gift, and 
are truly thankful for it! Can I ſay, that this gift 
is truly precious in my eyes, and that I efteem it far 
above all temporal gifts whatſomever: that I am 
oft thinking upon his matchleſs exeellency, his low 
ſtep and condeſcending love; and do I frequently 
break out with the Pfalmiſt, Whom have I in bea- 
ven but thee? and there is none upon earth I deſire be- 
des thee. Have I low thou gizts of-mylſelf, as 


unworthy that Chriſt ſhould! come under my roof, 
| — rkd myſelf with Paul, the leaſt of ſaints, and 
chief of ſinners? Do F renounce all Chriſt's rivals 
and competitors, ſuch as my beloved luſts, and be. 


* * Do I count all my doings. and 
duties 


0 


duties bur loſs and: dung for the righteouſneſs. of 


Chriſt! Do I take the crown off every head, and 


put it upon Chriſt's head, and give him all the glo- 
ry of my ſalvation, and ſay, that in the Lord, Jeſu 

enly I baue righteouſneſs and ſirength ? Am! agel 
to avoid every thing that would diſhonour Chrilt ? 


and do I ſay to every temptation that offers, How: 


ſhall I do this æuicledugſ and fin againſt Ged, or 
bring a reproacly u upon Chriſt and his ways? Do i 
rejoice when Chriſt is honoured, his throne raiſed, 

| his glory advanced, and his ſubjed increaſed ; and 
when ſtrangers and young ones are drawn to love 
and admire him? . Am I often ſaying, What ſhall I 
render to the Lard for his unſpeakable gift? I am at a 
loſs how to expreſs my thankfulneſs : 1 have now 
thing to give him; but 1 wil render a1 have to him. 


my ſoul, my body, my love, my praiſes, my * | 


my talents my walk and converfation.. Lord, ac 


cept of my two poor mites, ſoul and body, in token | 
of my e for God's. redeeming; love and free 
gift ; and make me fit for giving thee thanks eter- | 
nally for this unſpeakable gift: 0: than cout ahh | 


ply theſe bleſſed marks to myſelf! 


And O what thanks do I owe to my dear bout 


qur, that ſubmitted willingly to be heaven's gift; 


to the children of men; yea, frankly. offered, and 
gave him{glf to be a ſacrifice for them, to drink oß 


the br in the way, even the cup of God's 
wrath, that we might drink the-cup of God's. bleſ.. 
fing ! O how low was our fall, that nothing could 


raiſe us up again but the low abaſement of the Son 


of God l. And O how low was the ſtep that he be- 
hoved to make to recover us! The Son of God muſt 
be tread upon as a worm! The almighty Phyſiciany 


muſt come from heaven, and let his heart be pier- 


ted, to prepare a medicine to cure our diſeaſe! He 
that thought it no robbery to be egual with God, muſt: 
PO 1 and en, He muſt 


got. 
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not only fuer death, but deſertion alſo, from Gor 
from man, and-the whole creation! He gave him- 
ſelf not only to ſuffer the pangs of death, but the 

- pains of hell; not only the ſorrows of dying men, 
5 the ſorrows 12 Tran fouls” 0 5 
* . | 
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The Son of Man muft fufer: many dr, ag 


02 Lord oft 85 of his ſufferings to bis dif: 
_- <iples, becauſe he would have them deeply im- 

Printed uport the hearts of all his people, that they 
migbralways think upon them, and carry about with 
- them the dying of the Lord Jeſus. As Chriſt fore- | 
told his ſufferings before-hand, ſo they came exactly 
Lo paſs. He faid he nmſt ſuffer many things for his 
people, and accordingly he did ſo: let me view his 
1 before. I go to commemorate them at his 
fable 5 

1. I muſt nie Mien chat fulfered many things 
fob us; the Spirit of God requires us to conſider the 
„High Prieſt, who he'is, Heb. iii. 1. Though he calls 
. himſelf in the text the Son of man, as to FOR human 
nature; yet he is alſe the Son of God as to his di- 
vine nature; yea, God equal with the Father, the 
great God our Saviour: this God - man, the WO N- 
DE RTul, is our High-Prieft, . that ſuffered ma 4 
5 things for us. He is our glerious Immanuel, | 
innocent and immaculate Eamb of God, that had 150 
the leaſt ſpot or crime of his own. i ſuffer for. 
Hie is the brightneſs of his Father's glory, the ex 
. preſs. image of his perſon; he is the King of Kings 
and Lord of lorgs., He that. ſuffered is he that 
went always about doing good to perſons of all * 


* 
* 
þ 
* 
* 
A 


ca and even \ Cript. of his clothes. to his 7 5 
i 1 
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and deſerved well of thoſe who 3 and cru- 
eißed him, He is the great lover of mankind; and 
friend of ſinners, our-glorious Benefactor, who re- 
ered us in our low eſtate; one that comes un- 


der t ie moſt endearing characters to us, as that of 


aur Father, our Husband, our Brother, Maſter, Phy- 
ſician, Ranſomer, Oc. Now, will not a ſon be ſen⸗ 


ſible of the ber neben of 25 e or a wife of the 


17 


Ah; e are ſo great, 10 various, and manifold, 1 


cannot recount nor comprehend them ! 1 may lay, he 
ſuffered in both natures: tho his Godhead could not 


| properly ſuffer grief or pain, yet it ſuffered an e- 


clipſe for 33 years, except a ſhort time'it ſhone 1 
on mount Tabor. Ile ſuffered many things in his 


human nature, boch in ſoul and body; he was per- 


ſecuted, tempted, calumniated, betrayed, bound, 
mocked, ſpit on, buffeted, ſcourged, wounded, 

crowned with thorns, and erucified.— He ef 
in all his offices; he was mocked as a prophet, and bid 
propheſy who ſmote him; as a prieſt, he was bid ſave 


himſelf, ſeeing he pretended to ſave others; as a 


king, he was mocked with an old purple robe, and 


thorny crown. — He ſuffered in his honour and re- 8 


putation, being diſgraced and reproached by men, 
called a Samaritan, one poſſeſſed of the devil, a blaſ- 
phemer, a glutton, a drunkard, a ſeducer, Ge. He 


was even overwhelmed with calumny. He ſuffer- 


ed as a blaſphemer againſt God, as a traitor to Cæ- 


far, and an enemy to Moſes law, though he was 
entirely free of them all lle was wounded and 


pierced. in all parts of his body, in his head, hands 


and feet; in his cheeks, back and ſide. Ie ſof- 


fered in his outward goods being - ſpoiled: of all 


N 
; 
; 
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Kin, and nailed to the croſs naked. He ſuffered : 
in all his five ſenſes ; his ſight, with the ſpiteful car- 
Tiage of thoſe that paſſed * , wagging their heads; 


this hearing, with their blaſphemous talk ; bis fnell 


with the noiſome favour of the ſculls of the dead; his 


Taſte, with vinegar and gall ; his feeling, with thorns 


and nails piercing his head, hands and feet. He 
ſuffered in the moſt tender and finewy parts of his bo- 


dy by the tormenting nails, eſpecially being violently 
ſtretched out, and probably disjointed, to make them 
reach to the holes; therefore he ſaith, Pſal. xxii, 
16, 17. They have digged ny hands and my feet, I 
| ray tell all my bones, they look and ſtar upon me. 


He ſuffered moſt of all in his ſoul, and its noble fa · 
culties: how great was the agony and travel of his 
| foul, when he ſwat blood in the garden through all 


the pores of his body ! O how great was the an- 
iſh of his mind upon his heavenly Father's deſert- 
ing him, which made him ſend forth a dreadful cry 
to heaven for relief, My God, my God, why haſt thou 
forſaken me? Then it was he cried and groaned un- 
der his preſſure, but no relief appeared; there was 
none to anſwer, every door was ſhut againſt him: 
for at this time his own' fun, his own heaven, his 
-own-Father, his own Godhead, did all hide their fa- 
ces and conſolations from him! O the many things 
He ſuffered for us, they cannot be numbered! 


3. I am to conſider from whom the Son of man 


ſuffered. He ſuffered from all hands, from earth, 
from hell, from heaven; from men, from devils, 
from infinite juſtice. He fuffered from all forts of 
men, from king Herod and his men of war, who 
mocked him and ſet him at nought; from the Jewiſh 
E prieſts and rulers, who cruelly uſed and profecute 

im to death; from governor Pilate, who ſcourged 
— condemned him to be crucified: he ſuffered 
from the Jews and from the Romans, from the clergy 


and from the e lawyers, n ſoldiers and 3 
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from great ones and commons, and even from tlieſe . 
he had done much good unts.- He ſuffered from 
theſe whom he came to ſave and waſh by lis blood; 
for there were 3000 of theſe who crucified him, or 
were active in his fufferings, that were converted to 
him by Peter's ſermon, Acts ii. He ſuiffered not only 
from enemies, but from rofeſled friends and al. 
ciples; one of tlisſe betrayed and fold him, Ather 
of them denied and abjured him, and tt the relt for- 
ſook him, and left Him alone to ws er in the midſt of © 
devils and ruffians infulting over hit — He ſuffered 
from the devils, and all ;the powers. of hell; theſe © 
dogs. and bulls of Baſhan * were all let looſe is tear: . 
and gore him in his laſt ſufferings; far, this (he ſaid) 
was their hour and”; power of gar Left. But, which ö 
was worlt of all; he fuffered alſb from heaven; for 
he being ſubſtituted i in the room of ſinners, a jut 
and holy God acted as an inexorable Judge towards 
him, he frowned terribly upon him, fmote him with 
the ſword of Juſtice, and Wich all the feeling 


ol his loving-Kindneſs from him, and all theſe divine 


influences which'mi ght any. way. "refreſh his, troubled 
ſoul in the hour of his greateſt need: and thus, he | | 
fell a ſacrifice ec juſticef for our, heinous guilt 
and provocations; At this time a fearful. black cloud 


was ſpread over” the glorious Sun of ri ghteonſnels, . 


never was there any ſuch eclipſe deen or. heard of as 
this ! For à candle to be put gut is no great matter, * 
but for the ſun to be darkened 5 very uncommon: 
but though ſun, moon and ſtars had been all blown 
out at once, it would be noways ſo amazing as the 
darkening of the eternal Sun of ri ighteouſnels, upon 
the croſs! A ſtrange and marvellous, ſight! What 4 
meant the heat of this. great anger? Mut even 5 
Creator himſelf ſuffer for the creature s fins? Mut 
ſuffer fuch a load of wrath, as tv; ke him, N out to” 
the rrerc nl age and men WT 


— 
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4. I am to conſider the High Prieſt, and for whom 
it was he ſuffered theſe great and many things. He 
gra thee not for himſelf, for he never offended either | 

inſt God or man, and deſerved no puniſhment, | 
110 ſuffered none for 1 fallen angels, they muſt all ſuf. 
fer for themſelves: it was only for men of Adam's 
race, that were debtors to fuſtice and priſoners of 
wrath ; he ſuffered for creatures moſt undeſerving, 
for rebels, and for many that were his greateſt e- 
nemies : and even for theſe who were his murderers 
and executioners, for he both prayed and was heard 
for them, when they were pou out his blood, 
Let me conſider with what rake eu he ſuffered | 

all theſe things for us, It was with ardent love to 
periſhing ſouls, which many waters could not 
quench ;—with' fervent wiſhes and longings for the 
hour of his paſſion, I have a bapti iſm to be baptized 
with, and how am I  traitened until it he accompliſhed ? . 
—aith great liberality : it is not the blood of his 
finger, or a part of his blood,. that he would ſhed 
for us; no, he would needs pour out all his blood, 
and even his heart-blood too, and with that he pour- 
ed out his ſoul alſo, Iſa. Iii. Why would he be fo li- 
beral * that with him there might be plenteous re- 
demption, Pfal, xxx. 7.— e ſuffered with great 
meekneſs, patience and reſignation ; when he ſuffer- 
ed, he threatened not, but was led as a ſheep to the 
ſlaughter, dumb, not opening his mouth : — With 
great humility and ſelf-denial, content to be as a 
worm and no man, to bring glory to his Father. 
With a thirſty zeal for the falvation of fouls, and for 
i compleating the work of our redemption : and hence 

it was, he cried on the croſs, J tirf, and glad when 
he could ſay, Ir is . 

0 what cauſe have 1 to obey his * "Hb charge, to 
go to his memorial feaſt, and to think upon and 
wonder at the matculeſs love of Chriſt, that made 
hin willing to ſuffer ſo many things for ſuch On 


A \ 
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ed creatures as 1 am. He knew well enough before» 
hand what our falvation would colt him, yet he wil- 
 lingly undertook it, ſaying upon the very firſt motion 
of it, Lo I come. But ſaith God to him, if you 
will engage in this work, you mult underly my 
wrath, and be handled as if you were the ſinner in 
law: well, faith Chriſt, I come to do thy will, O 
| Ged;; 1 am fatisfied with the terms: let the cup be 
never ſo bitter, III drink it, ere theſe miſerable crea- 
tures do it, O loving High Prieſt, how ſhall 1 think 
of thy ſuffering without N of love and ad- 
miration! I had been in hell if thou hadſt not been 
in an agony here; I had for ever been ſcorched there, 
if thou hadſt not fate here; yea, not only I, but all 
the poſterity of Adam had perithed if thou hadſt not 
ſuffered theſe many things for them: : ſurely the wel on 
of wrath which made thee heavy, and cauſed ; 
fall to the ground, ſweat, e and cry, * 
have ſunk all mankind into hell for ever. — O what 
ingratitude muſt it be to refuſe Chriſt's offers and 
terms of falvation, after what he has ſuffered to 
purchaſe it! Was he at ſo. much pams to obtain re- 
demption for us, and will we be at no pains to get 
an,intereſt in it? Did he ſhed blood, and will not L 
drop tears? Lord pity this heart of mine ! 


MEDITATION XXI. 


q From Fobn. xvili. 4. 


| hs knowing all things that ſhould come 8 bite, 
_ awent forth, &c. 


HRIST küren all his ſufferings, with all 

their ingredients, before they came upon him; 

| yet he willingly and reſolutely went forth to meet 

them. He will not flee, nor hide himſelf from his: 

hq. but caſt himſelf in their * He faw 
„ 3 
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che cup of wrath mixed and ready. for him, and now 
as it were, he reaches forth his hand to take it, 
When the people would have forced! him to a crown, 
"he hid himſel from them, John vi. 15. But When 
they would force him to a croſs, he offered himſelf 
to them, knowing that his hour was come to fulfil 
bis ſuretiſhip for us, and compleat our redemption. 
Upon this account he made bis ſufferings welcome, 
and the paſſover that introduced them, Luke xxii, 

With deſire have I. defired. to eat this. . paſſover, 
1. abbored all counſels that tended to hinder: him, 


and rebuked Peter as ſmartly for diſſuading him from 


"ſuffering, as he would have done Satan himſelf, Mat. 
Xvi. 23. And though all his diſciples would have diſ- 


ſuaded him, John xi. 8. he marched with great for- 


wardneſs to Jeruſalem, where he foretold the bloody 

tragedy was to be ated ; he haſtened to the field of 
battle, and place of ſuffering: yea, he vent ſo faſt 
tb it, that his diſciples were amazed at it, and afraid 
to follow him, Mat. xx. 18. Mark 2. They Were 
behind him, and would have fallen behind altogether, 
had it not been for ſhame, and let him go alone; 
they were amazed to ſee a, man haſten ſo faſt to a 
bloody death: bit he would not ſtop, though they 


had all left him, as they did afterwards. And when 


his time was come to be apprehended, he will nei- 
ther let Peter defend him, nor angels reſcue him, 
though there were twelve legions at his call: one an- 


gel would have been ſufficient to do it, or one word 
zrom his own mouth; but, ſaith he, The cup my 
Father hath given me to. drink, ſhall I not drink it? 
'—Wherefore, when they accuſed him of blaſphemy 


againſt God, and of enmity to Cæſar and Moſes's 


law, and things he was perfectly innocent of, he 
would make no legal defence to ſave his liſe before 
Pilate, but held his peace, in 1 much; that Pilate 
. marvelled gr Fe al He might think it was eaſy; for 


him to auler 


they ate, but he knew not the 
reaſon 


F 


te ſuffer fir us, gr 

reaſon of our Lord's ſilence, viz. that he would do: 
nothing to hinder the elect's redemption, which he 
kad undertaken, ——And, as he was ſilent before Pi- 
late, ſo was he before divine juſtice, and would do- 
nothing to divert the ſtroke: ſoon might he have 
reſcued himſelf when juſtice drew the ſword, by ſay- 
ing, Father theſe ſint are not mine: no, he is ſilent, 
and takes with the charge, as if he had committed 
them all. On me, faith; he, be the curſe; I will be 
the Sacrifice for theſe loſt ſheep; O love unſpeakablel 

The reaſons of my Saviour's willingneſs to ſuffer” 
are obvious; he knew it was his Father's will he: 
ſhould ſuffer, and therefore he ſaid, Pſal. xl. 7 delight” 
to de thy will, O my God, He knew it would greatly 
diſplay the glory of the divine attributes, that was 
ſullied by our fins; it would highly magnify his 
love to his ſheep, John x. I lay down' my life for ny 
ſheep; I do it of myſelf, freely, without compulſi- 
on: it was neceſſary to make his ſacrifice acceptable 
and well - pleaſing unto God. The heathens would 
not offer a ſacrifice to their gods that came ſtruggling 
to the altar; ſo every ſacrifice offered to: the: true 
God muſt be a free-will offering, as we wonld have 
it of a ſweet ſmelling ſavour unto him: This Chriſt 
hath: taught us by his example, and upon this ae- 
count God hath twice proclaimed from heaven, Bh 
is my beloved Sun, in aubom I am well pleaſed. © 


O, was Chriſt's willingneſs to ſuffer for ſinners ſo 


well pleaſing to the Father, and ſhall it not render 
him moſt amiable and lovely to us? Surely the Me- 
diator's frank and chearful undertaking to ſuffer ſo 
much for us; when unrequired by us, is aftvour in- 
finitely kind and obliging, and dꝭthi command rap- 
tures of love and praiſe om us when we celebrate: 
his holy ſupper: What a*moving ſight is it to the: 
eye of faith, to behold our gloribus Immanuel volun- 
tarily ſtating himſelf in our law- room; without the 
ſoliciting of any. creature, and engaging chearfulh to 
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50 through Satan's buffetings, death's pangs, and 

delle flames for us! With What dd e ä 

and raiſed. affections, ſhould we admire, love and 
praiſe a crucified Jeſus, ho did all this willingly and 
unrequired for us | Oh, he never had ſo good will to 
eat whenhungry, as be had to ſuffer and 3755 juſtice 
for us! Hence he ſaid, My ncat is te do the will of 
bim that ſent me, and to finiſh bis werk, John iv. 34. 
Here is food moſt delicious for faith to feed upon at 
che Redeemer's table. Again, from this willing- 

.- neſsof Chriſt to ſuffer for us, I have good ground to 
conclude his willingneſs to receive us, when we come 
to him by faith to partake of the fruits of his ſuffer- 
ings. O how ean any belieyer, or ſenſible ſinner, 
queſtion, or doubt of Chriſt's willingneis to help and 
fave them, who was-ſo willing to offer himſelf a ſa- 
'rifce ro juſtice for them ? Surely he is fr were wil 

ling to ſave, than any ſinner is to repent or believe. 

And from this. Iwill take my encauragement to come. 
to him: ſince my loving Jeſus came willingly as a 
lamb to the laughter for ſinners, I will venture, with 

Humble canfidence, to go to this meek, compaſſion- 

de, ſweet-natured Lamb, for pity and belp in the 
nme of my need, truſting he will not reject me, nor 


ö any that comes to him upon his call in the goſpel. 
|— .{believe, Hard, help my unbeligf. 


O, did Chriſt ſuffer the pains of death and hell ſo 
, kUlingly for us, and ſhall not wre be willing to ſuffer 
. the reproaches. or revilings of men, or any other 
perſecution for him? And When any ſuch injuries are 
done us, ſhall we not bear them with meekneſs and 
huatience after Chriſt's example, who ſubmitted chear- 
fully to every thing he knew to be his Father's 
will? Tho' he was perfectly innocent, and met with 
che greateſt provocations from wicked men, yet he 
patiently bore thiem; taking all as out of his Father's 
hand, who had mingled the cup for him. There- 
are, when he was reviled, he reyiled not again; by 
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could. have told Pilate, Caiaphas, and his other per- 
ſecutors, what ſort of men they were, yet he opened 
not his mouth,” but went willingly as a Lamb to the 
ſlaughter. O that we could imitate the meekneis, 
patience and willingneis ef the Lainb of God i in all | 
the. ſufferings he calls us to, | 

O did Chriſt delight to do his Father's will, and 
go willingly through the moſt hard and difficult taſk 

of ſweating, bleeding and dying for us? and ſhall we 

find ſo little delight 1 in- doing his will, and pertorm- 

ing the duties which lead to communion and fellow- 

c ſhip with him, as prayer, praiſe, reading, hearing 
or communicating ? Did Chriſt come ſo chearfully 
to die for us, and ſhall we go ſo backwardly and. 
unwillingly to his. table to enjoy tellowthip with him, 
when he invites us to it? O what a ſhameful re- 
quital is this! May not Chriſt ſay, I ibis thy lind. 
"neſs to thy Friend When the Father called me to 
ſuffer, and drink the cup of trembling for thee, how 

| readily did I echo back, I come, la: come, to ds thy 
ii I take delight! But when I call thee to pray or 
communicate, how backward and dead- hearted art 
thou in that work? 1 did not weary ſo ſoon. in the 
garden, as thou didſt in the church! I did not fo 
ſoon weary on the-crots, as thou doſt in thy cloſet ! 
Las longer in my agony, wreſtling under the wrath. 
of God for thee, than ever thou Waſt in Oar, in 
prayer for thy ſoul. 
Did Chriſt offer his. Gacrifice 0 h for us, O 
5 then let me go to God my Saviour, with the ſacyi-. 
fice of myſelf and my. duties, with a ready and 
chearful heart: God loveth a cheanful giver. As Ama- 
ziah offered himſelf willingly to the Lord, 2 Chron, 
vii. 16, and David ſaich, Accept F the free will! 
offerings of my mouth, Plal. cxix. 11085 O that with. Wl 
Uke willingneſs J could offer myſelf,” my heart, and 
my facrifices of prayer and praiſes unto the Lord : 
and when I fee] an W and backwardneſs of 
8 — 
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ſpirit to duty, let me ſtill call to mind how willing- 
ly Chriſt offered himſelf a ſacrifice to God for us, 
and chide my heart for its unwillingneſs.—Surely 
it is much for the honour of God, and the credit of 
religion, as it is moit juit and reaſonable in itſelf, to 
ſerve God with joyfulneſs, who has willingly given 
us the unipeakable gift of his dear Son to die for us. 
The wicked and profane are ready to reproach reli- 
ian as a ſour and melancholy thing, when we ſerve 
God in a dead-hearted manner; and God himſelf 
is highly ditpleaſed with us for it, as is evident from 
that long and terrible chapter, the 28th of Deutero- 
nomy, that is full of curſes and threatening judgments, 
ver. 47. where the cauſe of all is given, Becauſe 
thou ſervedſt not the Lord thy God with Joyfulneſs and 
gladneſs of heart. Since the ſacrament is called the 
euchariſt or thankſgiving, let me go to it. with a 
joytul and thankful heart, bleſſing God for Chriſt. 
2 thanks be to God for: bis. Ce 4%. Amen. 


MEDITATION XXII. 


| | From Joby xvi. 5 
I as expedient. for you that I. g aua. — : 


. T. © wonder that ſorrow filled the. diſciples 
hearts.at the intimation of Chriſt's departure 
from them: they had enjoyed a ſweet time with 
him at the communion- table; his preſence with them 
was their heaven, and they cannot think of 3 | 
with. him: they are greatly troubled, that be will 
neither ſtay ſtill w th, them, nor take them away with 
him; nevertheleſs, ſaith he, it it expedient for you that 
Igo aauay.—Lord, faith the ſoul, how is it expedient 
for me to be left behind thee in a ſtate of corruption, 


with. indwelling ſin. that darkens my mind, deadens: 
| | 4 my 
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my heart, diſorders my affections; and-indiſpoſes me 
ſor ſpiritual work How ſhall I ſtay behind thee, 
amidit Satan's, temptations, and fiery darts, flying 
thick about me? Muſt J abide in the place where chat 
enemy hath. his circuit, and ſtil rangeth about de- 
vouring many, thouſands! Could I-win away with 
. Chriſt, I would be quite out of the reach of his ſhot. 
Lord, either ſtay with me, or take me up to thee. 
oh, muſt I ay, behind thee amidſt the inſectious 


" defilementa and enfnaring examples of an upgodly 


world! When. I, open my eyes here, what will 


: meet them but multitudes wallowing in pride, ſenſu- 


, Wity, covetouſneſs, injuſtice, malice, envy, drun- 
kenneſs, gluttony, uncleanneſs; contempt of God 
and religion? Muſt I ſtay to ſee this horrible fight, 
the whole world lying in wickedneſs !- Mult I ſtay 
to hear God daily ane by the tongues of the 

ly ?. Muſt E tay to ſee Chriſt ſflighted, wound- 
ed, andcrucifiedafreth by wicked men? O what dan- 
ger will I be in of being infected by their examples? 
Put, Lord, if, I could win away with thee, I would 
be quite out of hazard, and out of fight of the wick- 
edneſs of the world How: ſhall I. ſtay behind thee. 
in ſuch-ar earthly; tabernacte, to .be.-burdened with 
bodily diſtreſſes, 1 ckneſs, pains, and manifold com- 
plaints; and amidſt innumerable loſſes, crofſes and 
di ſappointments, from the creature? "How - mall; 1 
ſtay to ſee ſuch melancholy. diviſions, contentions, 


debates and ſeparations, as fall out amang the people 


of God in Chriſt's abſence? Mult Iſtay behind thee 
to ſuſſer injuries, reproaches, cruel-mockings,- bad 
uſage and perſecutions, both from the tongues and 
hands of men? and ſometimes to be torn as with the 
teeth of wild beaſts? Hence this world is: called: a 
den of dions and mountain of lecpardi, Cant. iv. 8. 
Oh, could 1 win away to heaven with Chriſt, 1 
would ſee no lion nor leopard there. There is none 


0 hurt or n. in all God's holy mountain above. 
; H. ave 


| 


96 The expediency of Chriſt's 
Have I ſeen the king in his beauty, and muſt I be 


left behind bim ? Hath the communion-table been 
like mount Tabor, where he was transfigured before 
my eyes, with his countenance ſhining, and his rai 
ment white as light? And muſt I go down from the 
mount again to a land of darkneſs, of drought, and 
of perplexing doubts and fears, where I ſhall ſome- 
times go mourning without the ſun; yea neither ſan 
nor ſtars appearing to me for many days? Mult 
be put to walk without the light of God's conte- 

nance, and without the food of my foul, communion 
with my God? After 1 have been lifted up, muſt ] 
lay my account with being caſt down , perhaps 
into depths like theſe of I faph, Pſal. Txxvii. or like 
- theſe of Heman, Pfal. Ixxxvin. with fears of ſinking 
in them, and of falling ſhort of heaven for ever ? 
Could I win away with Chriſt, I would be at once de- 
livered from all theſe fears. Here my knowlege 
- of God is ſmall, and oft obſcured with darkneſs; 

my faith is weak, and oft in hazard of being over. 
whelmed with unbelief; here my love is cold, and 


oft like to be chilled with froſt-winds from Satan and 


the world; my prayers oft are formal and wahdering, 
my praiſes low and flat; here my beſt wiſhes are at - 
tended with many ſhortcomings and defects: but 0 
if I could win to heaven with Chriſt, where grace 
and holineſs are in perfection, I would praiſe him 
without wandering, and ſerve him without ſin for e- 
ver! Here fin ſtill cleaves to my nature, mixes it- 
ſelf with my ſervices, and defiles my beſt duties, 
Here I ſtill carry about with me a deceitful and trea- 
cherous heart, whereby I am in hazard of backſli- 
ding from God, and miſcarrying for ever, ſhould I be 
left to it: but O were I with Chrift, I would be free 
of all theſe anxious thoughts and fears. Lord, ſtay 
here with me, or take me up to thee, 
But thou ſayeſt, it is expedient for me to tay be- 
7 I for a time, Why, Lord? Muſt I ſtay that ni 
| | travelling. 
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travelling graces, , my faith, hope and patience, - 


may be tried and exerciſed here below, and thereby - 
gradually ſtrengthened and ripened for the perfect 
tate? Muſt I {tay that I may be conformed to my 
Head both in ſerving and ſuffering ; and that thy wil- 
dom, power and mercy may be glorified in conducting 
and preſerving me thro” all the difficulties and dan- , 
gers of this wilderneſs? Jh will, Lord, be done, 
only leave me not alone; but for thy name's ſake lead 
me and guide me. Or, is it thy pleaſure to ſul- - 
pend my heaven for a while, that I may promote thy 
glory on earth, be uſeful to the ſouls of others, and 
recommend my dear Redeemer to theſe who know 
him not, which is a work I cannot do in heaven? 
O fit me for it by thy grace, and fill me with zeal 
for thy glory. O let thy kingdom come upon earth, 


that the kingdom of glory may. be haſtened, -: 


Thou fayeſt, it is expedient for thee to go away. 
Why ?, Lord; muſt thou thyſelf be thy people's Fore- 
runner to carry tidings to heaven of their compleat 
redemption, and of their coming after thee in their 
ſeveral generations! Muſt thou go to open the paſ- 
ſage and pave the way for acceſs to their perſons and 
duties, and prepare rooms and lodgings for them 


againſt the time they come home *—Muſt thou ge p_ 


away to be a public Agent and Interceſſor for thy 
people under all their trials and toflings here be- 
low, and likewiſe to provide and furniſh a rich and 


glorious communion- table for them in thy Fathers 


houſe. above? Lord, ſend thy holy Spirit to fit and 
prepare me and many others for that bleſſed enter- 
tainment. Lord, when thou ſaidſt, It is expedient for 
you that I go away ; thou didſt add, for if I go not a- 
way, the Comforter will not come unto you! Why! It 
was ſo agreed in the council of the Trinity, that the 
ſending of the Spirit in his plentiful effuſion, which 
was to be the purchaſe of Chriſt's death, ſhould be 


given in an anſwer to his interceſſion, when he en- 


tered 


987 - Tie Tupedieney 97 Chris 
tered within the vail, John xiv. 16. And the Spirit 
was to makẽè uſe of it 48 an argument for convincing 
the world of the perfection and aceeptableneſs of 

Chriſt's Hacrifice, as Chriſt was now received and 

: welcomed i into heaven. Likewiſe the Spirit was to be 
given only upon Chrift's aſcenſion toſupply the want 
of his bodily preſence to the church, as being far bet- 
ter for them, ſeeing· Chriſt's bodily preſence « could be 
in one place only at once, but the Spirit is in every 
place to animate and put life in ordinances; May 
the chureh have This" fruit of Nee aſcenſion ſtill 
more and more. 

Lord, tho thon haſt gone away ſor neteſary ends, 
yet thy marriage - contract with thy people and the 
love-tokens thou giveſt them in the ſacrament, are 
a ſure pledge of thy returning to pay them a comfort. 
able viſit at laſt, according to that ſweet 97 

John xiv. 3. I go and prepare à place for ou, I 
avill come again, and receive pon to my, elf, that chert 
IT am, there you may be alſo. 0 that ĩ may be one of 

theſe to whom Chriſt's viſit at his ſecond coming 

will be joyful and comfortable. Let me examine my 
ſelf after the ſacrament, if I have the marks of ſuch. 
—AmT eſpouſed to Chrilt2:Have-I a high eſteem of 

the Bridegroom * Have ſubſcribed the marriage-con- 
tract and gone into Chriſt's terms? D6 I heartily 
approve the Whole contrivance of redemption; thro! 
the ſuretiſhip and righteouſmeſs' of Chriſt? Have 

1 renounced my own- righteoufne!s; my beloved-fins, 

and all Chris enemies: Do I mourn for the in- 
juries done to Chriſt by myſelf and others, and re- 
joice when his intereſt and kingdom proſper in the 

| world? Do I-mourn for Chriſt's departure and the 

withdrawing of his Spirit from ordinances, or from 

my own. ſoul | Do I thirſt for more holineſs in heart 
and life, and for greater conſormity and likenes 
to the glorious Bridegroom ? Then I may expect his 

vifit _ return will be comfertable to me, and I 

34 may 
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may rejoice in the view and expectation of i it, and 
anſwer Chriſt when he faith, Rev. xxii. 20. Surely I 
come quickly 5 Amen, even ſo come Lord Jeſu. Is 

my Forerunner now gone away? Let me follow him as 
cloſely and ſpeedily as I can; let me follow him in 
the way of faith, in the way of obedience, i in- the 
way of ſuffering, in the way of patience, prayer, 
reſignation, deniedneſs to the * heavenly- 
mindedneſs, Oc. 


MEDITATION III. 


lam Hof. i i. 19. | 
x will betroth thee unto me for ever. 


'B 46 A L thoug Kt berſelf highly honoured, by 

Havid's Tete . to match with her: but much 
more honoured are we, apoſtate ſinners of Adam's 
family, by the eternal Son of God his propoſing to 
match with us, and courting us ſo earne{tly ; when 
be neglected angels that ſeemed to be a fitter match, 
for him in reſpect of the ſuperior dignity of their na- 
ture. Vet all theſe he would paſs by, an] match with 
worms !—O how amazing is this ſtep! that the 
heavenly Bridegroom, whoſe kingdom i is mighty, his 
riches infinite, and his beauty ſurpaſſing; that he 
ſhould chuſe a bride naturally polluted: deformed, 
uncomely and black as hell! and that he ſhould ſeek 
her through a ſea of blood, through the pains vt. 
death, the horrors of the grave, and torments of bell! 
And after many flights and refuſals, that he ſhould. 
| follow her in her wandrings through the wilderneſs. 
of ſin, with his charming invitations, and alluring of- 
fers in the goſpel, preſenting Ner with the rings and 
bracelets of his precious promiſes and Spirit” s con- 
ſolations; and all to win her heart and gain her 
- Onſent to him How aſtoniſhing i is it ta ſee this 
N K f | gry | 


100 The Match betwixt lovely Jeſus 
lorious perſon coming over all objections from the 
blackneſs, guilt, poverty, and unworthineſs of the 
i Bride, faying, tho' ſhe be black, I'll make her comely 
\ thro' my comelineſs put upon her! Tho ſhe be mean, 
I' make her noble! Tho' a ſlave, I'll make her free! 
Tho' a fool, I'll make her wiſe ! Tho' bankrupt, 1'l 
pay all her debt! Come here law, juſtice, and all 
her creditors, here full ſatisfaction of all that is due 
to you, take it and write her diſcharge! Now, 5 
ean lay any thing to the charge of God's elect, Chriſt's 
bride ?!!——Behold God diſplaying his free love here 
to the utmoſt ? He never diſplayed his other attri- 
butes to the utmoſt, infinite wiſdom could have con- 
trived ten thouſand worlds more beautiful than this, 
and infinite power could have produced them. But 
here infinite love and mercy hath gone to the utmoſt; 
2 greater demonſtration of his love Chriſt could not 
give, than by leaving heaven, aſſuming a body, and 
giving his life for the bribe, nay wading through hell 
for her, and in face of all diſconragements courting - 


e 


and betrothing her to himſelf for ever ! 5 
After many meetings, treaties, and broken tryſts 
with ſome, the Bridegroom is come again to court a 
bride, and has ſent his friends in his name to de- 
mand her conſent, ſaying as they did to Rebekah, 
Gen. xxiv. 58, Wilt thou go with this man? Poor 
woman, lad, laſs, wilt thou yield to this. glorious 
Immanuel; many former treaties have been broke 
off by the devil, the world, unbelief and an ill 
heart! Oh, will not the long ſpoken of match hold 
at length ! Miniſters, the Bridegroom's friends, are 
d doing their beſt to draw on another meeting between 
| parties, Chriſt; 1 ſee, is content to hold another, 
and it may be the laſt tryſt he will ſet with many, 
To ſhew his earneſtneſs, he hath conveened his friends, 
angels, ſaints, and ambaſſadors to witneſs the ſin- 
cerity of parties; he hath put on his ſcarlet rohes, 
His garments dipt in blood, to win ſinners —_— 
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ke hath brought the marriage- contract and ſpread it a 


before them, ſaying, What think ye of its articles 
„ and terms? Are ye pleaſed with them? Are ye 


« content to break with fin and all my enemies? to 


% renounce the world, ſelf-· righteouſneſs, and all o- 
« ther lovers? to fall i in with the ſelf-denying way 
« of ſalvation through a borrowed righteouſneſs? to- 
accept of me in all my offices? to live wholly up- 


« on your Husband, borrow all from him, and be 
an eternal debtor to him? to make a ſurrender of 


« your ſoul and body to him, and ſeal a covenant 
« with him at his table? Are you reſolved to be 
« faithful to your Husband, cleave to him all the 


days of your life, and be oft looking out for his 


10 ſecond coming ? And in the mean time to be oft 


* commemorating his ſufferings, conflicts, conqueſts, 
«and atchievements, and for that end to be frequent- 


« ly looking on his picture in the ſacrament with a 
10 believing, penitent and thankful heart? Now, 
what is your anſwer ? Lay your hand to you. 


106 heart. 52 


Lord, unworthy as I am, I defire to go forward 


through all difficulties, impediments and diſcourage- 


ments, and ſay with Rebekah, when called to an- 
ſwer, I will go awwith the man: and with Eſther, I 


will go into the ling: though | be not worthy of him, 
yet he is worthy to be obeyed that calls me: tho' he 
hath no need of me, yet I have great need of him: 


though my dittance be great, he allows me to creep 
nearer to him: though I cannot move of myſelf, yet 
he is able to draw me, be my clogs never ſo great: 
though my motion be ſmall, yet i will not turn back, 


but keep my face toward him, and fix my eye on 


hin, As a look. hath brought healing, ſo a look 


hath brought ſtrength; yea, though he ſhould ſeem 


to frown on me, and chide me away from him; yet, 
like Jonah, I will look again towards his holy temple: 


- though 1 have no worthineſs in myſelf, yet he hath 


K 2 worthineſs: 
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' worthineſs enough for me: though I be a black and 
uncomely bride, my glorious Husband can beautify 
me with his perfect comelineſs put upon me. There. 
fore 1 do, with all my heart, accept of him as my 
Lord and Husband; Lord I make choice of thee, 
and all that is thine; for richer, for poorer ; for bet- 
ter, for . worſe; for well, for wo; for proſperity, 
for adverſity: I make choice of thee for all times 
and conditions, to love honour and obey thee above 
all. 1 renounce all other lords, and lovers, and 
will have none but Chriſt: I renounce my own will, 
and take .thy will for my law. I eſteem thy pre- 
cepts concerning all things to be right, and will hate 
every falſe way: I ſubmit to all thy providences and 
dealings with me, and am content to take up thy 
croſs and follow thee, whitherfoever thou goelt : I 
take thy Spirit for my guide, thy word for my rule, 
thy glory for my ſcope, thy teſtimonies for my 
eounſellors, thy promiſes for my encouragement, 
thy. ſabbaths for my delight, thy -people for my 
companions: Lord . Jeſus, I take thee for my life, 
| holineis for my way, and heaven for my home. 
And as I accept of thee, and all that is thine; fo 1 
51 up myſelf to thee, and all that is mine, ſoul and 
ody, with all my faculties and affections, ſenſes 
and members, to be thy agents and inſtruments; 
with all my enjoy ments to be employed for 2 uſe | 
and ſervice, 
_ Twill gowith the man, though 1 ſee him all over 
wounded, mangled and bleeding, and his viſage mar- 
red with the wounds, ſtripes and blows which he 
got from men and devils, Nay, I ſee him even in 
this mangled condition, to be fairer than all the ſons 
of men, and all the ſons of God too; for 1 ſee him 
awounded for my Ky 1g ons, and bruiſed for my ini- 
guities, that by his ſtripes I might be healed : I ſee him 
aà match every way ſuiĩtable 15 me, that can ſupply 


all my needs: I am a poor dying worm, but 25 is 
a by 


and lthſeme' Sinners. 103 
2 living Head that can make me live for ever: Lam 
a needy. creature all made up of wants, but in him 
doth all manner of fulneſs dwell: Iwant grace, 
but he hath all fulneſs of grace. ſuitable: for me: 
I want grace to. believe, but he is the. Author of 
faith: 1 want grace to repent, but he is a Prince and 
Saviour exalted to give repentance: I want grace to 
pray, to hear, to communicate, to mortify ſin, bear 
the croſs, reſiſt temptation, &c. but my Huſband: 
hath all grace to beitow, . O tet me be ſtrong in the- 

ce that is-in Chriſt Jeſus. 

O that Lhad the true marks of theſe who 3 
vorced from the law, and married to Chriſt as their 
Huſband; that 1 could ſay, I look upon all my do- 
ings in point of acceptance with God as old rags; 
Llive wholly and freely upon my Huſband, and take 
all I want from him for nothing; I: clothe- myſelf 
with his righteouſneſs, and eſſay the performance af 
every duty in his ſtrength ; 1:defire to- live entirely 
upon his coſt. I have a heart · love tomy Hufband, . 
and every thing that belongs to bim, and a heart- 


hatred to ſin, and averſion to every: thing that is 


injurious to him: I am deſirous to et ory him in all 
things; and out of regard to his dying command, 
go to this table to remember his dyin es; and 
renew my marriage vows': I delight in my Huſband's: 
company, and preſs for communion with him in all 


ordinances. His honenr is always dear to me, and 
Fam eafy about my on · bonour and intereſt in re- 
ſpect of his; let me decreaſe, but let him inereaſe. 
And in regard the devil reigns here, ſr abounds; er- 


ror and corruption prevail; I am well pleafed with: 
the thoughts of Chriſt's fecend coming to pull down. 
Satan's kingdom, and to conſummate the marriage 


with me, and all that are eſpouſed to him, and fay,. . 


Why tarry the aubeelts of his- chariot: Make: hafte: my 


Beloved, even ſo come Lord Feſus. O that all the- 
world would love hin, exalt him, and ſubmit to him. . 
2 8 in different places admire him, and ſee match- 


* . its. 
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lefs charms in him, his name to them is as ointment 
poured forth, is garments ſmell of aloes, myrrh 
and caſſia, they have beheld his ſtately goings in 
the ſanctuary: O that all the world might fo ad- 
mire him, and ſubmit to him alſo. = | 


MEDITATION XXIV. 
From Iſa. liii. 8. 


For the tranſgreſſon of my people was he ſtricken. 


UR fins and tranſgreſſions are great and vari- 
() ous, and therefore our Surety's ſufferings. 
for them were heavy and manifold; he endured ma- 
ny wounds, bruues, chaſtiſements and ſtripes, which 
ſhould ſtill endear him the more unto-us ; for he was 
anvounded for our trauſgreſſſont, he was bruiſed for our 
iniguities; the chaſliſement- of our peace was upon bim, 
and with his ſiripes ve are healed, ver, 5. O who 
can think ou that vere without ſorrow, or ſpeak of 
it without tears! He was wounded and bruiſed to, 
death, to ſave us from deadly wounds and bruiſes: 
and when dying, he left us his portraiture, with the 
marks of his wounds, that we might look upon it 
at his table, and mourn for our ſins which gave him 
theſe wounds, Oh, can 1 ſee my dear Saviour all 
wounded and mangled by my fins, and not be deep- 
ty affected for the tranſgreſſions for which my dear Je- 


ſus was ſtricken ] stricken he was many ways, by ma- 


ny hanels, by many rods, by many ſtripes: 
was ſtricken by the hand of God, by the hand of 
men, by the hand of devils: ſtricken by the rod 
of Moſes, the rod of juſtice, the rod of the Jews, 
Or. O how early was he ftricken by the ill uſage 
de met with from men, being thruſt out, to be born 
| ; : 555 1 , ak 
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in à foul ſtable and laid in a manger; and ſoon after 
— he ſtricken by the rod of perſecution and baniſh- 
ment, being made to flee his native country for 1afe-.. 
ty from Herod. All this he ſuffered for us, becauſe 
we deſer ved to be deprived of all earthly accommo- 
dations and comforts,. and to be baniſhed from God 


and heaven for ever. 


He was ſtricken by the rod of poverty, and pinch- 
ing ſtraits. Though he was the King of the univerſe, 
and poſſeſſed all. the riches in it, yet fon our ſales he 
became Poor, that we through bis poverty might become 


' rich, 2 Cor. viii. 5. He was not born of a rich em- 
preſs, but of a poor virgin; not in his own houſe, 


but in another man's: he had no houſe nor foot of 
ground of his own to live or lodge in: though the 
foxes had holes, and tha birds neſts, yet he that a 


them, had not where to lay his head. His diet was. 


oft a-ſeeking, and commonly very mean, barley- 
bread and imall fiſhes. He had no money to pay 
his tax, but muit borrow it from a fiſh of the lea, 
He travelled. ſtill on foot, except once he rode to 
Jeruſalem to fulfil a prophecy; and then he had nei- 
ther horſe nor aſs of his own, but muſt bor- 
row another man's aſs. He had no fine mounting, 


but the clothes of them that followed him: he had 


no burial place of his own, but was laid in another 


man's; and all this he ſubmitted to for our ſakes. 
He was alſo: ſtricken by the rod of fore labour and 


toil, by working at a mechanick trade, until he Was 
thirty years of age; therefore they ſaid, Mark vi. 3. 
Is not this the carpenter * Man having eaten the for- 


bidden fruit was doomed to ſore labour, that he 
ſhould eat his bread with the ſweat of his brow, 
Gen. iii. 19. and to this doom our Surety ſubmitted 4 

for us. Man broke God's covenant by eating of the 


tree, therefore his Surety muſt die on a tree. Man 


idolized a tree, and preferred its fruit to God's fa- 


your, thereforg b his Surety mutig labour i in cutting and 
| hewing 


A | 2 
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106 Chrift ſtricten many ways, 
hewing trees moſt of his time, Man lived a life 
of ſinning, and therefore Chriſt muſt live a life of 
labour and ſorrow; he even became a man of ſor- 
rows, Iſa. iii. 3. chat we might obtain everlaſting. 
joy and conſolation. 

He was ſtricken by mens eber tongues, 
ſcoffs and mockeries, being called a glutton, wine 
biber, deceiver, Samaritan, blaſphemer, a devil; 
and one in compact with Beelzebub, the prince of de- 
vils. They derided him in all his offices; as a Pro- 
Phet, by bidding him propheſy who ſmote him; as a 
Prieſt, bidding him fave himſelf, ſince he pretended, 
to fave others; as a King, by putting on him a. pur- 
ple robe, a crown of thorns, and giving him a. 
mock ſceptre. Yea, he endured” the. moſt: cruel. 
mockings, and that in the midit of his tharpett ſuffer- 
"ings and foul agonies, when he: cried out on the. 
bloody croſs, Eli, Eli, &, O, ſay they, this man. 
calls for Elias, playing on the word Eli. It was not 
out of ignorance or miſtake they {aid ſo, but out of 
malice and deriſion; for they underſtood the Hebrew 
language well enough; and knew he called on God, 
and that #/;. ſignified, My God. But, in their ſpite, 
they would repreſent him as an idolater; and, when 
dying, that he prayed not to God, but to ſaints for 
help. He was itricken by the. molt open affronts- 
and indignities from men, by ſpitting in his face, 
condemming him to die for blaiphemy againſt God, 
and treaſon againſt Cæſar: by preferring Barabbas, 

a murderer, . before him, and poſting him between 
two thieves, Thus the King of glory was deſpiſed 
and rejected of men for us, Iſa. lin; 3. 

He was ſtricken by the ſcourges of platted cords 
on his back, and with the thorns they drove into 
his head: that thorny crown was deſigned. for tor- 
ture, as well as deriſion; for, if it had deen only to 
- mock him, a crown of raw would have ſerved the 
purpoſe as: well as one of thorns. He was ſtricken 


by 


E 


for our manifuld As: 4 10 


by 992 pincers that pluckt the hair off has cheeks j 
and by the heavy croſs-tree laid on his bleeding 
ſhoulders, which he muſt carry to Calvary.— He was 
ſtricken with four big iron nails thro his hands and 
feet, on which his whole weight muſt hang, — He 
was ſtricken with a burning heat and thirſt, which 
the wrath of God for our tins, created in him, and 
dried him up like a potſheard: this made him cry 
out, I thirſt, yet no wine, no fountain, no creature 
that he made muſt relieve him at this time, He was 
ſtricken by a ſpear thruſt into his fide to let out his 


beart - blood, to be ſure that no life remained. Well, 


(aid our dying Lamb) let my deareſt blood, my 
heart · blood, go for theſe loſt ſinners, that their ſouls 
may hve and ſing for eve. 

He was ſtricken by the ungrateful behaviour of his 
own "diſciples to him: by Judas his betraying and 
felling him for a ſmall ſum, the price of a flave: by 
Peter's denying: him, and {wearing he knew him not, 
at the temptation of a poor damſel; by all of them 


. forſaking him and leaving him in the midlt of his e- 


nemies, —Beſides all this, he was ſtricken in his ſoul, 
by the terrible glittering: ſword-of juſtice, by the cur- 
ſes of the law, by deſertion from God, by the vials 
of his wrath poured out on him, which made fearful 
bruiſes, deep wounds, and wide gathes in his ſoul; 
bh, our dear Surety was ſtricken till he fell to the 
ground; was overwhelmed with wrath, and covered 
with blood. With theſe ſtrokes our mighty Redeem- 
er was thrown down, and broken with breach upon 
breach, till all the ſea-billows of divine vengeance 
went over him, Oh, never was there any ſorrow 
like my dear Saviour's ſorrow, which he ſuffered 
when ſtricken for my fins! 

Lord, I am aſhamed of the hardneſs and uncon- 
cernedneſs of my heart at this moving ſpectacle! Oh, 
did the dead earth tremble, the hard rocks rend, the 


8 Neues open, the heavens turn black at the fight of 
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108 Chriſt ſtricten many Ways. 
a dying Jeſus, ſtricken by the ſword of juſtice? And 
not my rocky heart tremble and quake, rend 
and- melt for my fins, that were the caule of it? 
Shall che hiſtory of Joſeph in the pit move me more 
than that of Chriit upon the croſs? Shall the news 
of the tragical death of a friend, or the ſufferings of 
an acquaintance among the Turks, move me more 
than the death and ſufferings of the innocent Son of 
God on my account? Alas, my heart of itone will 
neither break nor melt, till Chriſt turn and look on 
me as he did on backſliding Peter. Lord, one look 
from thee can turn the rock into ſtanding v water, and 
the flint into a fountain of water. One blink of the 
Sun of ri ighteouineſs can melt the moſt frozen and 
icy heart in the world. 

O how lovely is my ſtricken and bleeding Jeſus! 
Even when bleeding and mangled by my ſins, I ſee 
him to be white and ruddy, and the chieſæſt among ten 
thouſand. Every wound and itroke he got doth till 
beautify him the more to me, and make my ſoul to 
cry, O my loving and lovely Jeſus! O how can I ſee 
him ſubſtituting himſelf in my room, and making 
himſelf the butt of the envenomed arrows of juſtice, 
and not be raviſhed with his love to me, and with 
the warmeſt affection to him! And at the ſame time 
filled with ſorrow for my ſins, which. brought on all 
his ſtrokes and wounds? Oh my ſins were the thorns 
that pierced his head, the nails which pierced his 
hands, and the ſpear that pierced his heart. My 
fins preſſed him down, and made him ſweat blood 
in the garden. My foul being exceeding ſinful, 
made his ſoul exceeding ſorrowful. May 1 n 
Rate lin, and forrow for it. 
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ation in the actings of faith, is molt needful for clear- 


Js appropriating Faith, ce. og 4 


MEDITATION. XXV. 


4 


From Gal. ii. 20. 


I live by the faith of the Sen of God, who loved PEs 
and gave e for me. 


How deſirable an attainment is the exerciſe. 
of true faith upon the great Saviour Jeſus 


chriſt, with an appropriating; perſuaſion, or ſpecial 


application to a man himſelf, ſo as to ſay, I believe 
« and admire his love to the elect in general, and to 
« mein particular; I truſt him with my ſoul, and my 
« eternal ſalvation; I embrace him, and put my 
« whole confidence in him, avho loved me, and gave 
« himſelf for me!” Surely this is the faith, that every 
one that deſires to obey that great commandment, 

1 John iii. 23. ſhould aim at, and preſs for, as a thing 
of the laſt moment and conſequence; © Lord, I be- 
lieve, help thou my unbelief, 

Lord, I will not reſt in a general belief and per- 
ſuaſion of the mercy of God in Chriſt, and of Chrift's 
ability and willingneſs to fave all that come unto 
him; but 1 will apply his blood and righteouſneſs to 
myſelf i in particular, and reſt on him as one that led 
me, and gave himſelf for me. This appropriatſng 
faith is neceſſary to my juſtification ; for every juſti- 
fied perſon applies Chriſt's righteouſneſs to himſelf, 
faying, as in Iſa. xlv. 24. Surely, in the Lord have I 
righteouſneſs. As the church in general calls him he 
Lord our righteouſneſs: fo I. in particular, call him 
the Lord my righteouſneſs. 1 make it my daily prac- 


| tice to wrap up my naked ſoul in this robe, and live 
by faith upon it. I make perſonal and particular 


application of the remedy to my ſoul's maladies, 
and draw virtue from it. —This particular appropri- 


ing 
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I16 An appropriating Faith 
ing up a believer's evidences, and for filling the foul 
with joy and peace in believing; for overcoming the 
fears of death, and giving comfort at a dying hour, 
And particularly, it contributes greatly to the ſoul's 
comfortable approach to the holy. table of the Lord; 
when it can ſay, * I receive a crucified Chriſt as 


c my Saviour; 1 go to him as one who loved me, and 


&« .gave himſelf for me ; I take the ſymbols, and feed 


% upon his body as broken for me, and on his blood 


i as ſhed for me; and 1 accept of theſe as an ear - 
* neſt and pledge of my rag and feaſting with 
„ my Saviour for ever,” 


A crucified Chriſt; with all his purchaſe, i is offered 


& all the hearers of the goſpel: for Chriſt in the 


word, and by his miniſters in the goſpel:offer, ſpeaks 
to all and every one of them; yea, ſpeaks to every 
finner, man and woman in particular, as though he 
called them by name and ſirname. And every man 
is bound to take the call and offer home to himſelf, 
as if he were ſo named, and believe that Chriſt ſtands 


at his door and knocks, faying, If you, or any man 


will open to me, I will come in, The promiſe is 4 
you, and to all that are afar off ; even to all the ends 


of the earth, and to the ſtout-hearted; to all the 
| ſons of men, to every creature, to them that haye 


no money, to the poor, maimed, blind, naked, 
wretched and miſerable, and to whoſoever will come; 
To you is the nord of this ſalvation, ſent. Chriſt doth 
deſeech you to be reconciled, and to beware of com- 
ing ſhort of the promiſe, by unbelief; ſuch a promiſe 


as that, Whefeever believeth in the Son ſhall not periſh, 


but have eternal life ; and that, him that cometh to me, 
J will in no ways caſi out : beſides many others; 
John iii. 16. vi. 37. Rev. iii. 17, 18, 20.—XXIi. 17. 
Prov. viii. 4. Iſa. XIV. 22.—xlvi..12.—lv, 1. Mark 
xvi. 15. Luke xiv. 21, 22, 23. Acts ii. 39.—iii. 26. 
ili. 26; 47. 2 Cor. v. 20. Heb, . 
| | n Now, 


tur Duty and Intereſt: 111 

Now, ſeeing the goſpel- call and offer is given to 
every one, faith which is the echo of the goſpel- 
call, muſt needs receive an offered Chriſt, and ſalva- 
tion through him, with particular application to the 
ſoul that believes. As Chriſt offers himſelf, and his 
purchaſe, to every ſoul in particular; ſo faith ap- 
propriates Chriſt to the ſoul itſelf in particular. And 
indeed, the life and ſweetneſs of faith lies in this ap- 
propriation and applicatory act, when the ſoul is help- 
ed to ſay with Thomas, Thou art my Lord, and my 
God; and with the ſponſe, My Beloved is mine, and I 


am his; and with David, Thou art my Rock, and the © „. 


Cod of my ſalvation.— Unbelief would tempt me to 
put away the goſpel- offer from me, ſaying, it doth not 
belong to me, I am not elected, nor deſigned to thare 
of Chriſt's purchaſe; he did not love me, nor die for 
me. But in regard ſecret things belong to God, my 
ſalvation is at the ſtake, my need ef a Saviour is un- 
ſpeakable, and the offer is, made to me; I have no 
time to loſe in diſputing with the devil and unbelief, 
but 1 will go to Chriit on the ground I have. He 
tells me he came to ſave ſinners, I am ſure that is iny 
name; he loved enemies, that is my name; he re- 
ceived gifts for the rebellious, that is my name; and 
now I hear the Maſter calling and inviting me in par- 
ticular: therefore, in ſpite of the devil and unbelief, 
and all my guilt, I will go forward, and accept of 
Chriit as my Saviour and my King; I'll truſt hin with 
my falvation, and believe he loved me, and gave him- 
fil for me, vile and guilty as I am, —This eſſay to 
lieve, Lord, 1 make in thy itrength, and in obe- 
dience to thy command: but, Oh, my mints are 
weak and feckleſs ! It is only thy Spirit enlightening 
my mind, and opening up the go'pel call and pro- 
miſe to me, ſaying, o you is the ward of this ſalvati- 
on er. that determines me to make particular ap- 
Plication of thy love - offer, by an acceptable appro- 
priating faith; let my help come from thee, 


— 
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112 An appropriating Faith 
O Lord, my ſins are great and numerous; but, 
ſhould 1 add to them this fin of refuſing the remedy, 
and putting away Chriſt's love and blood offered to 
me in the goſpel, this would be greater than all the 
reſt; for ſo I would bring not only my own blood, 
but the guilt of the blood of God upon my head. This 
I dare not do; now my ſoul is at the ſtake, now the 
Remedy is in my offer, my need of it is great, 1 
cannot delay cloſing with it, yet a little while and 
my opportunity is gone, and I muſt change my 
dwelling for ever; and how can I ge any where 
without my Saviour? Chriſt I muſt have to teach me, 
juſtify and ſanRify me, none elſe can do it, on him 
All my help is laid, How ſhall I go to a communion- 
table without him? How ſhall I go to death without 
him? How will I go to a judgment - ſeat without 
him? Lord, my caſe is deſperate without thee; 
wherefore I accept of thy offer, I believe thy love, 
1 truſt in thy merits, I apply :hy blood, I appro- 
priate thy purchaſe, and cry, My Lord, and my Cod. 
I confide in a ſin-pardoning God, and reſt on his pro- 
miſe. to me, through Chriſt's blood and merit, for 
life and ſalvation. And though clouds ariſe, and he 
ſhould threaten even to ſlay me, yet I will truſt in 
him, as one that loved me, and gave himſelf for me. 
Objett. But doth not the calling ſinners to ſuch 
appropriating acts of faith, encourage the preſump- 
tuous confidence of hypocrites to call God their 
G6d, like Balaam, Numb. xxi. 18. and to.continue 
in . ? Anfw. No; theſe goſpel- calls do encourage 
ſinners to love God, to repent and leave their ſins; 
for till we believe, and taſte ſomething of God's love 
. do us, we cannot love him, nor turn to him, 1-John 
iv. 19. We love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. And 
the abuſe or preſumption of hypocrites mult. not hin- 
der the publiſhing of free goſpel · offers and promiſes. 
Again, the appropriating faith of. believers hum- 
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Saviour, and thereupon believe that his fins are for- 
given through Chriſt's blood; and fo perſuade and 


more to the perfection of faith, than: to the eſſence 
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the heart, n forth the ſoul in love to God, and 


hatred to ſin: whereas the preſumption of enn, 
hath no ſuch effects. 
It is the duty then of every man, that hath Chriſt's 


—U— — 


n 
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love offers tendered to him, to repent and believe the 9 


goſpel, to ſee his loſt ſtate in Adam, and his need 
of Chriſt, to be well pleaſed with this golpel- device, 
receive Chriſt in all his offices, to truſt in him as his 


aſſure himſelf that Chriſt is- his, that he died for him, 
and that he {hall have life and ſalvation through him, 

This perſuaſion and aſſurance being molt neceſſary to 
the ſpiritual life, it is the-great duty of every one 
to preſs forwards in the acts of faith, until they at- 
tain it, faith being ſtill weak and lame without it. 
But ſeeing many believers have it not always, through 
prevailing doubts and unbelief, it muſt ſurely belong 
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of it: their caſe is like that of a ſhipwrecked man 
that hath-got hold of a plank, he believes the plank 
is ſufficient to bear him up, and keep him from 
ſinking, but the blowing ſtorm, and his own weak- 
neſs, make him doubt if his grip be faſt enough to 
hold by it, — Indeed, Lord, if thou didſt not take 
faſter grips of me than I do of thee, my weak and 
3 fingered faith, would ſoon let thee go; but 
[truſt not in my faith, but in thy faithfulneſs; I truſt 
not in my promiſes to thee, but in thine to me; that 
thou wilt never leave me, nor forſake me. Lord, 
do as thou haſt ſaid; be it to me according to thy 

word. . | | 
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114 Chriſt's Love the Cauſe of our Love. | 


MEDITATION XXV. 
- From 1 John iv. 19. | 
BY love wa, becauſe be fr loved Us, 


O reaſon can be given. why God loved any of 
Adam's race, but only becauſe he loved us: 
but good reaſons can be given why we love God, 
both becauſe he is mfinitely lovely in himſelf, and be- 
cauſe he firſt loved us, and before we had any thoughts 
of love to him. O what is our love, but a ſmall 
ſtream that flows from and returns again to the o- 


cean of his love! God's love to us is the ſource, the 
Incentive, the motive, and moral cauſe of our love 


to him. We can never love God, until ſome rays. 
of his everlaſting love break out to us; for conſci- 
ous of guilt, and fears of wrath, do rather incline 
us to hate him, and flee from him as an enemy, than 


| - to love him, and draw near to him: but the break- 


| ing out of the beams of God's antient and prevent- 
ing love to us in Jeſus Chriſt, makes way for break - 


ing the enmity of our hearts, and bringing in the 


heavenly fire of love to him. The ſerious conſi- 
deration of God's eternal free love to us, poor, 
wretched and unlovely creatures, and his loving us 
At ſuch a rate, as to ſeek and court our love at the 

expence of his Son's blood, is the moſt powerful mo- 
tive in the world to engage and draw out our love 
- to him; and the more we have of the faith or feel- 


ing of this love, the warmer {till will our Iove to 


him be. God's redeeming love diſplayed to men 
| doth obſcure all the ſeeming glories of this world, 
as much as the meridran ſun doth darken candles or 


* ſmaller fires; and ſoon convinces us that there is no- 


thing that. deſerves our affections but God and Chriſt, 


No man that ever taſted the ſweetneſs of God's love, 


but 


FEY appt . 


Chriſt loving us firſt, © fre” 5 
bre finds his n warmed with love to him again. 
A forgiven ſoul cannot read his pardon but with tears 
of love and joy, and ſtill there is much love where 
much is forgiven. We love him, becauſe he frft loved 
11. 

Lord, at thy call, I go to thy table to admire 
and give thanks for God's preventing love vented 
to man in the council of peace, the covenant of re- 
demption, in the incarnation, the death, the blood 

and righteouſneſs of our God-Redeemer, O amaz- 
ing love! 1 admire it in the antiquity of it; God's 
love is from all eternity; his thoughts were long 
ſet upon man before he had a being. I admire the 
freeneſs and undeſervedneſs of this love ; there was 
nothing in man to engage his love; he law nothing 

in him but poverty, debt, impotency, and defor- 
mity; yea, man was ſo far from deferving any love 
from God, that he deſerved all hatred, as being 
lothſome and fall of enmity ; having razed out the 
image of God, and. got Satan's ſet up in its room 
Yet, even then, God loved him ſo, as to give his dear-- 
ly beloved Son to die for him. O, did God love man 
when utterly unworthy of his love! and ſhall not 
we love God, who infinitely deſerves all our affection, 
as being in himſelf entirely amiable, and altogether 
lovely; and likeways as affectionate to us, as he is 
lovely in | himſelf! Lord Jeſus, I admire the 
ſtrength and ardency- of thy love! Many waters of 
affliction did not quench it, and the floods of wrath. 
that went over thee could not drown it! Strong was 
that love that made thee. engage, and carried thee 
through in ſuffering the pains bothof the firſt and ſe- 
cond death in our ſtead! Oh, 1 am alhamed and af- 
flicted for my little love to thee ! I-marvel at the 
conſtancy and ſtedfaſtneſs of thy love, that it con- 
tinues firm to thy people from everlaſting to everlaſt- 
ing; and that it is never altered by all the unkind re 
turns, provocations, and ingratitude thou meets wita: li 
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Y 116 engagetl us to love him. 


from them, I wonder at the fruits and effects of 
thy love! O how great! how ſweet! how nume- 
rous! Who can "> or ſet them forth ? Such as, 
* Quenching the fire of juttice, diſarming the law 
« of its curſes, bruiſing the ſerpent's head, paying 
* believers debt, obtaining for chem regeneration, 
*« pardon of fin, peace wich God, peace with con- 
ſcience, peace with angels, adoption into God's 


* family, juſtification, ſanctification, all the gra 


* ices of the Spirit, audience of prayer, growth. in 
« grace, comfort in affliction, a bleſſing on all pro- 
& yidences, perſeverance in holineſs, the miniſtry of 
6 angels, victory over death, a happy returredi-. 


on, acquittance at the tribunal, the beatifick 


<. viſion, and everlaſting: life! Who can declare 


the loving kindneſs of the Lord? Who can utter. 


his mighty acts? Who can ſhew forth all his praiſe? 
L may ſooner fathom the depth of the tea, the 
| breadth of the earth, or the height of heaven, than 
meaſure the love of God in Chriſt; for it paſſeth 
knowlege! 
Oh, how little do we a love him, that loved us firſt, 
and loved us. at ſuch a rate! Nay, how unthankful 
are we for all the inſtances and fruits of his match- 
leſs love? How unkind are the returns we make to 
bim for it! He aſtoniſbed-.O je. heavens ai this, and 
de horribly afraid at the ingratitude of. men ! How 
kttle do we think on redeeming love, and upon the 
opitiation provided by God for our ſins! How 
Ho ttle do we ſpeak of this love, or recommend it to 
theſe who know it. not! - How do the ſmall: trifles, 
and little nothings of this world, get more room. 


in our hearts, than Chriſt's glorious purchaſe! How 


little pains are we at to ſecure an intereſt in the bleſ- 
Med fruits of his love! How unwilling are we to go 
mto the terms of redeeming love, to renounce a 
covenant of works, ſelf-righteoutneſs, darling ſins, 


beloved idols, &c,. How averſe, are we to renounce 


— 


Chrift loving us firſt, . 
the world, _deny ſelf, and to be debtors wholly to 
free grace” How inclinable are we to ſatisfy conici- 
ence after commiſſion of ſin, by our. own doings, 
confeſſions, mournings, reiolutions, Cc. without 
going to. the propitiation provided by the love of 

God ! How great is the liking we have to fin that 
killed the Lamb of. God! How can we ſay, we love 
God that loved us firſt, when we hugg his enemy in 
our boſom! O that my head were waters, and my 
ger a: fountain of tears, that I. might weep and 
mourn day and night for the ungratetul requitals of 
the ſons of men for the preventing love of God in 
Chriſt, and the amazing inſtances of it! 

O. that 1. could ſay on good ground, and from the 
bottom of my heart, I love him that firit loved me. 
Surely a. ſincere love to God and Chriit would be a 
ſure evidence of God's eternal love to me i O that I 
had the marks of this love, and could iay, My me- 
ditations-of him are faveet : I place my happiness i in 
his favour, and the comfort of all ordinances in his- 
pre:ence : I rejoice in the flourithin ig of his kingdom, 
and abhor every. thing that is injurious to him: 1 
eſteem Chriſt the Mediator, and gift of God, as moſt: 
precious, with every thing that belongs to him: I 
fall heartily in with. the. device of redeeming love 
for ſaving ſinners, and ſtudy the. life. of faith en the. 
Son of God. I renounce my own righteouſneſs 
and ſtrength, and deſire always to ſay, In the Lord 
Jeſus have I my righteouſneſs and firength, Were 
this the language of my heart, I might appeal to 
himſelf; and fas, Thou that knoweſt all things, knows. 
10 that ] love Wer, and deſire to render thee love for 
ove; 

It would be a great ſhame for believers, if they 
did not love him that firſt loved them, when they: 
were enemies to him! Surely they cannot be belie- 
vers without love to him. O for greater and warmer 
ve. to him. that firſt loved us! Love is the great 
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qualification of the ſaints above; the more love we 
have, the liker keaven we are, and the meeter to- 
dwell in it. Were it poſlible there could be a man 
in heaven without love, he would reckon the place- 
a hell, and the work a torment to him, It is. 
love that makes ſpiritual and heavenly work de- 
lightful ; Hence love is ſaid to be the fulfilling of the 
law. If the love of God be in the heart, the law 

of God is there alſo, and the ſoul is inclined to alt 
holy obedience. O may the love of God in Chriſt 
conſtrain me to live to him that died for me. 
Have I ſeen the aſtoniſhing love of God in parting 
with his dear Son to ſave me? O let that love con- 
ſtrain me to part with all my ſins and idols for 
him. Have I ſeen the dear Son's amazing love 
in bleeding to death on the curſed tree, to ſave me 
from lying in hell for ever? O let me never again 
wittingly walk in the road that leads to it. Have 
I ſeen him ſtruggling in an agony to open heaven's: 
tes for me? O let me never turn my back on hea- 
ven, and tell him thereby he might have ſaved his 
labour. O let his boundleſs love warm my heart 
more and more with love to him! May the charms 

of his love triumph over all the charms of ſin's plea- 
ſures and Satan's devices, and kindle ſuch a fire of 
love in my heart, as will burn up __ my luſts like- 
Kubble, Amen. | 


| * EDITATION XXVII. 
From Plalm cxxvi. 5. 8 
They that ſow in tears, ſhall Feap in Joys 


HE ſowing time of God's people is all here 
but their reaping time is but partly here, and 


* more fully hereafter; Here they ſow TOP _ 
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in tears; there is need for it: this ſeed-time is the 
moſt promiling of any. Men love a dry ſeed-time, 
but God loves wet ſeed- times beſt; a wet ſowin 
tine doth promile a harveſt of joy, whereas a dry 
one portends a harveſt of ſorrow. Wo to them that 
laugh now, they ſhall weep. If men do not begin 
with tears, they thall end with them; if they weep 
not now, they thall weep and wail, and gnaſh their 
teeth hereafter, Godly weeping is a good ſign 
of ſpiritual life, If a child, when born, was heard 
ery, it is reckoned a legal proof of its living ; but if 
not, it is accounted itill-born or dead. Alas, the 
number of itill- born children in the church is great! 
Few are ſeen cry or heard weep, in a godly ſort, if 


compared with theſe who do not. There be many 


who pour out tears on worldly occaſions, but few 


on ſpiritual accounts. If a child die, we can mourn 


and weep over. him, but who mourns for Chriſt as 
for an only ſon? Who weeps for ſin that pier- 
eed him? Oh, how little are we affected with 
the ſufferings of our dear Redeemer ! Our ears are 
ſo accuſtomed to the hearing of Chriſt's love, his 
agonies, his wounds, his blood, his death, that 
they are become words of a common ſound, and 
make little impreſſion on us, though they be the moſt 
awful and moving things that ever the world heard 


of, —<— Thou, Lord, art preſent at ſacraments, 


thou obſerveſt our tears, and comeſt with thy bottle 
tc :eceive and preſerve them; but, Oh, how empty 
is it of tears, for the moit part, of goſpel hearers ! 
and how few are the tears which are dropt in it by 
communicants themfelves !. 


Lord, I am aſhamed of the hardneſs and uncon- 


cernedneſs of my heart, and the woful dryneſs of my 
eyes! Shall the rocks about Jeruſalem rend ſooner 
at Chriſt's ſufferings than my rocky heart ? Shall 
others weep and ſow in tears, when Chriſt's wounds 
and blood are ſet before them, and I continue ſtupid 
| Eu | a auld» 
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and hardened ? Shall the hiſtory of Joſeph in the pit 
move my heart more than that of Chriſt upon the 
croſs? Lord, look upon my, ſtony heart with pity, 
look it into ſtreams of penitential tears, give me 
ſuch a look as thoy gaveit Peter when he denied 
thee; a look that may cauſe me weep, and weep 
bitterly. at the remembrance of my {ins that pierced 
thee. If I have not openly denied my Saviour, ſurely 
1 have ſhamefully forgot him, and-forſaken him in 
my heart: I have had a deep hand in all his ſuffer- 
ings. When my dear Lord was in the garden ſweat- 
mg blood, neither Jew nor Gentile, Judas nor Pilate, 
were there to cauſe it; but oh my unbelief, my pride, 
my carnality, my hypocriſy, my ſinful words and 
actions were there, and with their weight preſſed 
him to the ground, and brought that fearful agony 
and ſweat upon him. My diſſimulation was the 
traitor's kiſs, my ambition the thorny crown, my 
drinking up iniquity like water, the portion of gall 
and vinegar; my want of tears cauſed him ſhed 
both tears and blood; my forſaking God made him 
to be forſaken of God; my ſoul's being exceeding 
guilty, made his ſouk exceeding heavy! Oh, what 
means then the. hardneſs of my heart, and dryneſs: 
of my eyes, when: theſe things are ſet before me! 
Is it that weeping is defigned for me hereafter, where 
tears ſhall never be dried up? Lord, ſave me, for 
Chriſt's: ſake, from hell's tears, and give grace to 
prevent them by ſowing in tears now in the proper 
ſeaſon, | 

So long as I am in the valley of tears, there are 
many reaſons for ſowing the ſeed of tears. I ſee 
many grounds for them, may a glance of them be 
the means of melting my heart, and filling my eyes 
with tears. Tears for my woful apoſtacy from 


. 


God in Adam; whereby I am baniſhed from God, 
have loſt his image and countenance, and am fallen 


Tears for the wotul: 
: cor- 


* 


under his wrath and curſe. 
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corruption of my nature, my enmity againſt God, 
and the manifeld plagues of my heart, as Atheiſin. 
ignorance, pride, unbelief, hardneſs, hypocriſy, for- 
matity, &c. Tears for the ſins of my lite, open 
and fecret, of omiſſion and commiſſion, of light 
and ignorance, which are more in aumber than the 
hairs of my head, and many of them very heinous 
becauſe of ſeveral aggravations; of all which I may 
have an affecting view, by reading our larger cate- 
chiſm upon the ten commandments,- Tears upon 
the remembrance of Chriſt's love, m ſuffering and 
dying in my room, to waih away my ſins and ſave 
me from hell. Surely the thoughts of this love 
may inflame the coldeſt breaſt, melt the hardeſt 
heart, and make the drieſt conſtitution run down 
with tears, It was this that -made Mary Magda- 
len's eyes guſh out ſo plentifully with tears of love 
and joy, as were enough towaſh her Saviour's feet. 
Tears for the abuſe of God's fatherly goodneſs, mer- 
ey, -and.patience towards me, a ſinful hell-deſerving 
creature. This conſideration melted the prodigal's 
heart, and made him .eny, Father, I have /inned a- 
gainſt heaven, and in thy fight,” and am no more wor- 
thyto be called thy ſor, David's undeſerved kindneſs 
made even a hard-hearted Saul to lift up his voice 
and weep, and will not-God's kindnefs, which is in- 
finitely greater and freer, make me drop ſome ſilent 
tears at his holy table? Tears, becauſe of the 
frowns of my heavenly Father, the tokens of his 
diſpleaſure, his chaſtiſements, and even his chidings 
and ſhaking” the rod at me: theſe will melt the 
heart of a child whoſe nature-is kindly and ingenu- 
ous, while the ſtubborn will ſtand it againſt many 
ſtrokes. David, though a man of the greateſt valour 
againſt his enemies; yet when he ſaw God was an- 
gry with him in Abſalom's rebellion, he wept like a2 
child before the enemy while going up Olivet, 2 Sam. 
Iv. 30. and ſeemed to have no courage at all. — 
| Aga, 
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Again, I ought to ſow in tears for the diſhonenry 
done to God by the fins of others; and eſpecially 
when damnable hereſies and blaſphemies are vented 
againit God. And likewiſe tears for the miſeries 
and periſhing condition of others. And eſpecially 
tears of ſympathy with God's people in affliction, 
For ] read of Chriſt himſelf, David, Hezekiah, [oſj- 
ah, Jeremiah, and other ſaints ſowing fuch tears, 
Well then may this world be called a valley of 
Tears. - | 
Beſides all theſe, it is well pleaſing to God when 
"Chriſtians ſow tears of tenderneſs in renewing co- 
venant with him, in prayer, in hearing the word, 
in communicating and commemorating the death 
and ſufferings of Chriit for their ſins, This laſt is 
a ſpecial ſeaſon for ſowing tears, according to Zech. 
x11, 10. O ſhall Chriſtians be more ſparing of their 
tears for Chriſt, than Chriit was of his blood for 
them? We cry out againſt the Jews and Romans as 
hard-hearted men for piercing Chriſt, and being un- 
concerned at his ſufferings. But what ſofter are our 
hearts, if we can ſee how our ſins put him to death, 
and not be grieved nor weep ? Lord, ſend thy Spirit 
to touch my heart, and then it will melt into a 
ſtream of tears for ſin, that curſed thing that but- 
chered the Lamb of God. O let this be my weeping 
time, and iced time of tears, that hereafter I may 
reap in joy. Alas, my ſeed time is ſcrimp and in- 
ſignificant, O let not my harveſt be proportioned to 
it. Lord, though I have not tears enough with Mary 
to waſh thy feet, yet thou haſt blood enough to waſh 
my feet, my heart, my hands, my tears, and all 
my duties, and to make me and them acceptable and 
ſavoury to God, ſo that I may reap in joy with his 
people aboye, and ftand there asa monument of free 
grace for ever. - ; | 
Many after ſowing the precious ſeed of tears at 
communion ſeaſons, have even had their reaping 
5 | h tunes 
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times here below, as an earneſt and firſt fruits of the 
full harveſt above. Lord, make me acquaint both 
with the ſowing and reaping of penitent believers in 
this world, that I may have good hope, through 
grace, of ſharing with them in the harveſt of glory 
hereafter, even the full enjoyment of God in heaven, 
eternal communion with the glorious Trinity, with 
the ſaints and holy angels. Let me know 'what it 
is, after a ſeed time of tears, to reap even in or- 
dinances here below, the clearing of my evidences 
of grace, and the evidences of my interelt in Chriſt, 
and in the well ordered covenant. Let me reap the 
lifting up of the light of thy countenance upon me, 
which will put more joy in my heart, than world- 
lings have when they reap corn and wine in the 
greateſt plenty. Let me ſee my name written in 
heaven before I go thither, that my paſſage may be 
joyful in the midſt of tears. Let me reap even 
here new ſupplies of grace, ſtrength to bear croſſes, 
and reſiſt temptations; give me gracious returns of 
prayer, and victory over my corruptions, that I 
may ſing with the Pſalmift, Pfal. cxxxviii. 3. In the 
day when I cried, thou anſweredſt me ; and ftrength- 
nedſt me with ſtrength in my ſoul, | 


MEDITATION N. 


From Rev. 1. 5. 


Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from our fins 
a ; in his own blood. © 


Ex love of Chriſt in becoming man, and ſhed- 
J ding his blood to ranſom and fave ſinners of 
mankind will be the eternal ſong of the redeemed 


above, and why ſhonld they not begin this fong here 


below! Never was their ſuch matter for * 
. M 
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of praiſe as the unfathomable love of Jeſus. his name 
is love; and therefore it is to me as ointment pour- 
ed forth. I will remember his love more than wine. 
His nature is love, his words and actions were 
love; he preached and practiſed love; he lived in 


love, was ſick of love, and died for love, ——0 


what thoughts ſhould I have of this free and unde- 
ſerved love of the glorious Son of God, who was 
intreated by no man, and even hated of all men; 
yet in his free love intreats and undertakes for man, 
ſaying, tho' he be my enemy, I'll be both his Surety 
and Sacrifice, I'll drink the cup of wrath, be made ſin 
and a curſe for him. 1 will pour out all my blood and 
die for him. O how ſhall I ſpeak of this aſtoniſhing. 
love to thy enemies! To have ſpared our lives had 
been great mercy, but to give thy life for ours is 
love unſpeakable !——Oh'! Lord, thou haſt found 
me in my enmity, and loved me! When my hand 
was lifted up againſt thee, thy arms were .open to 
embrace me] Nay, thou haſt opened thy lovin g heart 
to ſhelter rebels who trode thee under foot! Thy 
heart burned with love to them who cruelly pierced. 
it! Thy bowels yearned towards theſe that raked in 
them with bloody hands! Surely eternity itſelf will 
be ſhort enough to celebrate the praiſes of our glo- 
rious Immanuel, wholoved us, and waſhed us from 
our fins in his own blood. Worthy is our flain bleed- 
ing Lamb of eternal hallelujahs from men and an- 
gels. Lord fit my heart for theſe new ſongs. 
O never was there ſuch a miracle of condeſcend- 
ing love to the ſons of men, as this of the eternal 
Son of God, his becoming man to ſuffer hell fer them, 


And pour out his blood to waſk them from fin that 


kindles hell- fire againſt them. Glory to the Lamb 
for his fire-quenching blood, and for his preventing 
love that kept me from feeling of this fire! O how. 
would this love have affected me, if juſtice had ſent 
WE: te hell, and kept me there one year, or one 

month, 


* 


Hedding his Blood for un. 125 
month, or but one day! Surely, one day in hell 


would have made me prize and praiſe redeeming love 
and redeeming blood at another rate than now I do. 


r had 1 ſeen the damned in their miſery deſpa- 


ring and without hope ! Or had I ſeen my agonizing 
Saviour in the garden ſweating blood for me; or 


ſeen him dying on the croſs, pouring it out at five 


big wounds to the very laſt drop to waſh away fin! 
O would not I then Have valued the great remedy 
and falvation he now tenders to me And is not 
all this which now I hear in the word, and ſee re- 
preſented in che ſacrament, as true, as real and * | 
tain, as if J had ſeen it with my eyes? 

And now when F go to behold Chriſt dying and 
bleeding in this holy repreſentation, even the Lamb 
of God ſacrificed and ſlaughtered for my fins; Lord, 


touch my heart that it may be ſuitably affected with 


the ſight, ſo as intenſely to love my bleſſed Saviour, 
and to hate my curſed ſins. O how ſhould I, at 


this occafion be covered with ſhame and lothe my- 


ſelf, who have both procured the death of Chriſt by 
fin, and ſinned againſt his death, by flighting his 
blood and neglecting his great falvation, —Oh ! I am 
chargeable both with the guilt of Chriſt's blood, 

and of murdering my own ſoul. O pardon and de- | 
liver me from blood-guiltineſi,, O God, thou go of 


my ſalvation. 


My ſins have indeed ſhed the blood of Chriſt, but 
Lord, impute not the guilt, but the merit of this-. 
blood to me. Lord, what profit is there in my 
blood ? Surely the leaſt drop of thy dear Son's blood 
is of more value than a'ſea of mine; A whole ſea 
of it cannot waſh away one ſin, but Lord thou calleſt 
me to look unto the Lamb's blood that takes away 
the fins of a world, Oh, is not this blond more 


powerful to waſh me; than my fins are to defile me? 
ls not its virtue as freſh ſtill as when it dropped from 


his wounds on the tree; er in the day when it 
cleanſed 3000 at once? Is not thy Son's blood a ſuf- 
M 2 ficient 
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Kcient ſatisfaQion for all my ſins, a full price for my 
redemption !'— O my ſoul, thou art now near the 
blefled Remedy for thy guilt and pollution, this is 
the only well of ſalvation and fountain of life! 0 
canſt thou ſee Chriſt's blood running, and not defire 
to be bathed in it! Now the cleanſing and healing 
ſtreams run on both ſides of the table; now let me 
apply and live, let me bring all my ſores and plagues 
to the ſtreams, my blind eyes, my deaf ears, my 
weak hands, my feeble knees, my hard heart, my 
cold affections, my unbelieving and doubting mind, 
my leprous and unclean ſoul. Lord, this blood bas 
waſhed away the plagues, ſpots and ſtains of many 
thouſands, who are now praiſing the Lamb for it; 
Oh, let me be joined to the number, that I may alſo 
ſing to him that loved and waſhed me. 

O bleeding Lamb, if thou wilt, thou canſi make me 
clean; O let that blood which guſhed from thy 
heart and fide, but drop on my ſoul, and it will 


cleanſe me from all fin, —And when thou art pleaſed | 


to come to me in the ſacrament in ſtreams of blood, 
O raiſe me up, that I may meet thee with ſtreams of 
tears, tears of repentance, love and gratitude, 
© let me not be more ſparing of my tears A Chriſt, 
than he was of his blood for me. David's kindneſs 
made cven a hard hearted Saul lift up his voice and 
weep, and will not Chriſt's kindneſs, which is infi- 
nitely greater, make me drop at leaſt ſome ſilent tears? 
O how dreadful a thing muſt it be to reject this 
Remedy! Surely juſtice will not {pare them that 
trample under foot the blood of the Son of God: if 
juſtice was inexorable when he himſelf prayed, it 
te Poſſible, let this cup paſs ; how will he ſpare me, or 
Hear the cry of thoſe who reject his blood and ſacri- 
ice * How is it poſſible that the cup of wrath can 
pals from them who do it? No, they muſt drink it 
for ever themſelves! Lord ſave me from rejecting this 
Mang. 1 believe, Lord, help my e 
ee M E D I- 
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MEDITATION . 


From Luke xv. 1B, 19. 1 
Pether, I have ſinned againſt heaven, and before thee;. 


and am no more warthy to be called thy ſon: . 


me as gne of th y hired IVA: 


Fes ab; may be e to call thee ſo, 


conſidering what a diſobedient and unthankful 


child I have. been, Lam a moſt wretched prodigal, | 


left thy houſe and preſence and went into a far 
country; far from thee, my blifs and happineſs! 

But now, Father, behold me deſiring to come back 
as a poor penitent, mourning and returning prodigal? 
come from a far country indeed, I come from the 


land of ſin and darkneſs; I come from: the frontiers 


of hell, from the very borders of the burning lake! 
Ah, fooliſh creature that I am, how have I forſaken 


thee the fountain of living waters! How ſond have 


been of broken ciſterns, and in love with filthy 
puddles? O the baſeneſs, the diſingenuity, the in- 
gratitude that I have been guilty of. I have reſiſted 


thy power, deſpiſed thy. wiſdom, undervalued thy - 
goodneſs ! Father of mercies, I now ſee what an - 


vil thing and bitter it is to forſake the Lord. Holy 
Lord jeſus, I now ſee what indignities I have done 


againſt thee ! Thy bleſſed body was dreadfully torn 


with nails upon the crofs, and thy precious blood in- 
humanly ſpilt by thy erucifiers! But Oh! have not 
Loccaſioned more grief and ſorrow to thee by my 


manifold ſins againſt light and love? They crucifi-- - 


ed thee but once, but I have crucified thee day after” 
day! They crucified thee becauſe they knew thee: 


not; but I have known thee what thou art in thyſelf, 


the Lord of glory; and what thou art to me, a ten- 


der and merciful Father; yet I have ecntinued to cru 
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cify thee aſreſn.— O holy Spirit, I have reſiſted thy 
ſtrivings, quenched thy motions, demoliſhed hy 
work, and put thee away grieved, But, Lord, | 
condemn my folly, and fee my miſery. Oh, what 
have I gained by offending thee ? nothing but ſhame 
and confuſion, fear, trembling and horror ? O what 
fruit had I in theſe things whereof I am now a- 
ſhamed ! | 
But, Father, I "Wn heard of thy compaſſions to 
the guilty when they confeſs and forſake and turn to 
thee: wherefore though 1 am aſhamed like the pu- 
blican to liſt up my eyes to heaven; yet let me with 
humble Magdalene come behind thee weeping, and 


waſh thy feet with my tears, and kiis them. And let 


me hear the news of pardon from thy mouth. Thou 
cameſt, Lord, not to call the righteous, but-finners 
to repentance; and of theſe J am chief. Lord, I am 
full of diſeaſes, full of wounds, full of plague-ſores, 
full of weakneſs and infirmities, full of fins and pol- 
lotions. Here, Lord, is work for thy ſtrong hand, 
work for thy wonder-working blood, O ſtretch out 
thy hund and ſave. Father, I am us more worthy 
to be called thy ſon, make me as. one of thy hired ſer- 
vants; and thou knowelt no hire, no wages will ſa- 


. tisfy me but thyſelf; Lord, give me thyielt, be thou 


my exceeding: great reward, | 
Lord, I am fo vile a creature, that! may fear to 
come and preſent a petition to thee upon the knee, 
and far more to come and ſit down with thee at thy 
holy table: if John Baptiſt, a ſaint of the firſt mag - 
nitude, thought himſelf not worthy to ſtoop down 
and looſe the latchet of thy ſhoes, ſhall 1, who am 
loaden with ſins, adventure to that boly feaſt, where 
angels wait as miniſtring ſpirits/? But, Lord, in 
thy compaſſion receive me, that comes not to excuſe, 
but to accuſe- myſelf, with eyes caſt down, ſmiting 
on my breaſt with the publican, Lord, be merciful 
zo me a finner. Thou didſt ** accept of bk. 
Publi- 


F 
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publican s prayer, of Mary Magdalene s tears, the 
faith of the thief on the croſs, the repentance of 
peter, and of theſe that crucified thee. By theſe in- 
ſtances of thy mercy, I am encouraged to draw near 
to thee; O fend me not away empty, leſt I faint by 
the way; but ſatisfy my needy ſoul with the food 
of thy heavenly banquet, that I may receive ns 
ſtrength and nouriſhment to eternal life. 

Lord, hear my cry, and hide not thy face from me: 
when Manaſſeh cried to thee, thou hadſt reſpect to 
his prayer: when the Ninivites humbled themſelves 
before thee, thou waſt intreated; yea, thou inviteſt 
the moſt crimſon and ſcarlet- coloured ſinners, to come 
and reaſon with thee, and aſſures them, thou wilt 
caſt out none that come. Many thouſands, Who 
have experienced the truth of thy word, are, at. 
this hour, ſinging thy praiſes, and exalting thy free 
grace. Lord, do thou make me alſo a monument of 
thy free grace to all eteruity. 

Ah, I may be aſhamed to ſpeak of mercy and grace, 
who have ſo long abuſed thy grace, and trampled on 


the blood that ſhould ſave me. O that I could mourn = 


and weep all my life for itz Oh, what ſhall I do 
with my ſtony heart that will not break and melt, 
for abuſing God's, mercy, and trampling 'Chrilt's. 
blood ! Oh, ſhall Imourn and weep for a dead corpſe, 
or departed friend, and not mourn for a dead heart, 
or for God's departing from me! Shall the dear Son 
of God weep, ſweat, and bleed for us; and we not 
weep for ourſelves, or for our fins, that pierced his 
head with thorns, his hands with nails, and his 
fide with a ſpear, and his heart with ſorrows; 
Lord Jeſus, IL look to. thee for a penitent heart, ſee- 
ing thou tells me, thou art exalted for this "OP _ 
to give repentance to Hrael. 0 

Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of An 2 
and what am I, the nnworthieſt of men, that thou 
OR call me to fit with thy enden at thy _ 

/ who 


, 
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who am unworthy as a dog to creep under it; yea, 
calleſt me to eat the. bread of angels, who am not 
worthy. to- eat the bread. of men.? Amazin 
love! that God ſhould court. thofe to obedience, 
whom he can peremptorily command to it; and, in 
caſe of diſobedience, punith inſtantly in hell; that 
he ſhould take poor ſlaves, condemned to the priſon 

of hell, and make them crowned kings in heaven ; 
that he ſhould not only be willing to dwell in fleſh, 
but alſo to give us this fleſh for our food; that he 
ſhould not only ſave us from hell, but even leave his 
throne in heaven, and loſe his life on earth, to 
enthrone us in his kingdom ! Theſe are prodigies of 
love, which thould engage us to love our Saviour, 
and mourn for ſin while we live. Lord Jeſus, pity- 
a relenting, returning prodigat, take him home, and 
make him thy ſervant for ever. It is highly juſt, that 
1. ſhould offer up myſelf a living ſacrifice to my Re- 
deemer, who offered up himielt a dying Sacrifice for. 
my redemption. . ; | 


MEDITATION XXX. 


From Song i. 4. 
Ae uill remember thy love. 


1 


a 1 Go, bleſſed jeſus, at thy call to remember thy 
love at thy hely table; thy words have an 


awful ſound in my ears, Do'this-in remembrance f 
mae. I ſee much in them, in obedience to them I will 
do this in remembrance of thy dwelling in fleſh ; in 
memery of thy love that carried thee to the man- 
ger, to the garden, and to the croſs for me; in me- 
mory of the infinite price of thy blood which thou 
didit thed ; in memory of the victory obtained by it 
over che enemies of my ſoul: in memory of the de- 
| hiverance. 
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Everance from wrath, and the immortal glory thou 
halt purchaſed by it for me: though thou didſt die 
and ly in the grave, yet thy love ſhall ever live in my 
heart. Glory to thee, thou art now alive in hea- 
ven; O come and live with me; let never thy love 
be one moment out of my view. 1 bleſs thee for 
this laſting memorial of thy love. 
I look on this ſacrament. as no real or proper fa- 
critice, as many do, but only as a repreſentation or 
commemoration, of the real Sacrifice Chriſt offered 
on the croſs. I do no morezat the Lord's table, 
than what Chriſt did at it: ſigfce he offered no facri- 
fice at the table, neither do I: he only did comme- 
morate that ſacrifice he was going to offer, and the 
ſame, and no more do I. If any ſhould ſay that Chriſt 
offered a real ſacrifice, when he inſtituted this ſacra- 
ment, then the oblation on the croſs would have been 
ſuperfluous, becauſe ſinners would have been rede em · 
ed by that of the ſupper which went before 
Now is the time for a ſolemn commemoration of 
thy love: Oh, ſhall I be unmindful of thy love at 

this feaſt, when thou waſt ſo mindful of me at-it, 
made thy teſtament, put me in it, and left me Pre- 
cious legacies to cauie me remember thee, ſuch as 
life and light, pardon and peace, righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength, grace and glory. how heroick, how 
generous and free 1s thy love to ſinful worms ! n We 
had done nothing to oblige thee; nothing ſaweſt thou 
in us to engage thy love to us; but much didſt thou 
ſee in us to incenſe thee againſt us. When we were 
without ſtrength, ungodly ſinners, and enemies, 
thou lovedſt us, and diedſt for us. Greater love hath 
n man than this, to lay down his life for his friends; 
but far greater love hath God-man, who laid down 
his life for his enemies! O what ſhall I think of this 
love] It had been wonderful love in an angel to have 
ſtooped to be united to a lump of earth, and there- 
in ſuffered for us, Range! it could not have paid our 
debt. 
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debt. But, O my ſoul, here is one more valuable 
than all the angels in heaven, that has ſtooped to 


do it! The Word war made fle/ts and dwelt among us! 


When J was like Iſaac bound on the altar, he free- - 
ly offered himſelf to be made a facrifice to ſatisfy. 
juſtice for me, Father, ſaid he, Lo I come, to do thy 


vill I take delight! 


Remember this love, O my ſoul, the Son of God 
is become the ſon of man for thee, that thou mighteſt 
be raiſed to the dignity of a ſon of God! He that 
was infinitely rich, for my ſake became poor, that 
a poor naked creature. might become rich and 
well clothed. How can I look on the incarnatiou 
and birth of my Redeemer, and not remember his 
love with wonder! Carr I behold the manger his 
bed, and not adore the love that brought him to ly 
in it? O how low were the circumſtances of the 
Heir of heaven, when he came to ſojourn on earth, 
who had neither a houſe to live in, nor an eſtate to 
live upon, but muſt be ſubſiſted by the hoſpitality of 


others, and frequently his fare was very mean! Ama- 
ing prodigy of divine love! God ſtoops to dwell 


in fleſh, and gives us his fleſh to feed upon in the 


facrament! He not only pardons our fins, and ſaves 
; 3 Ph s 2 _— ; 
us from hell; but leaves his throne in heaven, loſes 


his life on earth, and wades through hell to enthrone 
us in his kingdom; and make us crowned kings for 
ever. —Blefſed be the Lord that gives me a commu- 


_ © " nion-ſabbath to remember this love! What ſhall I 


render to thee for it? A day of glad tidings! Thou 
| haſt often, on ſuch a day, viſited the earth and 
watered it, and made it rich with thy ſhowers! May 
thy grace and Spirit drop on us this day, like rain 
en the mown graſs, þ | | 1 
Lord. I am not worthy to touch the threſhold of 
thy houſe; and- yet thou calleſt me to thy table! 
Not worthy to ſtand. among thy ſervants, and yet 


thou wouldſt have me fit with my Redeemer ! Not 


worthy 
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worthy to ly at thy footſtool, and yet thou wouldſt 
make my heart thy throne ! Not worthy to eat the 
bread of men, and yet thou calleſt me to eat the 
bread of angels! O love worthy to be remembered 
to all generations! Lord enlighten my eyes, and 

ive me a clearer view of thy love, than ever'l got; 
and while Iam muſing on it, let the fire burn; G 
make my heart burn within me with love to him 
that loved us. 

O my foul, conſider the 2 of Chriſt's love 
in the cup he drank for thee ! How legible is it in his 
tears and prayers, his groans and cries, his agon 
and ſweat, his wounds and blood, and all for us? 
O let this matchleſs love beget in me the warmeſt 
love and affection to him that loved us! O let 
the fire of Chriſt's love burn up my luſts and world- 
ly love like ſtulible; and remove the coldneſs of my 
heart to him! Oh, that I could weep. bitterly that 
I cannot bring this vile heart of mine to love the 
Lord Jeſus more! Oh, ſhall I throw away my affec- 
tions upon every worthleſs object, and yet have none 
for the lovelieſt object of the whole creation of God; 
and yet one that would needs die for me, to become 
my Ranſom, Sacrifice and Atonement? Is it the 
character of theſe who are Chriſt's: ſpouſe ? Is it the 
character of the whole army of martyrs, and of e- 
very believer to love Chriſt, and ſhall not I love 
him too ? Oh, the virgins love thee, the upright 
love thee ; and every one of them cry, © thou whom 
foul loeth,; and ſhall not join theſe chaſte lovers? 
Or ſhall I be expoſed to the terrible fate of theſe 
who want love to Chriſt? 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 1/ any man. 


love not the Lord Feſus Chrift, let him be anathema, 


maranatha. — O that I could expreſs my love to him. 
in adorations and praiſes, in defiring his preſence, 
loving his members, promoting his kingdom on earth, 
* n to be with him for ever. 


MEDI. 


. 4 Chriſt's Wounds made . 
MEDITATION XXXI. 
From a. liii. 8g. 


He was wounded for our tranſgreſſions. 


OW amazt ings the love of God to fallen men, 
in taking a body to be pierced and wounded for 
Rim Man did caſt off the image of his Maker, and 
became a rebel and run- away from God: and, be- 
hold, his Maker takes on him man's image to reſtore 
him again to favour: yea, he aſſumes our nature, 
when at the loweſt, that ſo he might ſi gh, groan, grieve, 
weep, ſorrow, ſweat, bleed and die for undone man; 
and he did this, to raiſe him from his miſerable ate, 
to a happier condition than he was in before his fall. 
Had not God become man, we could not have 
enjoyed him ſo nearly, ſo familiarly as we may do 
now. The enjoyment of God as a Redeemer, a 
Husband, a Brother, is another manner of enjoy- 
ment of him than of God as a Creator, Though we 
ruined ourſelves, and fell under wrath, yet God, by 
the incarnation has recovered us, and made us up 
far above all we had to loſe. But, ere this was done, 
he muſt not only be man, but he muſt be wounded 
for and by man's ſins; yea, wounded to death, and 
crucified, before man could be 12755 up to live with 
God. 

Many, yea innumerable, were the wounds my 
| God Redeemer received for me; as, by the thorns 
that pricked his head, by the pincers that plucked 
his hair, by the ſcourge that tore and furrowed his 
back ; beſides the five big wounds made in his hands 
and feet by the four nails, and in his ſide by the 
ſpear; and the many wounds given his ſoul by the 
curſes of the law. Now, all theſe ,0nnds are open- 
ed as ſo many mouths to call us to flee into them ſor 


ſafety from the ſword of juſtice, Now theſe 
5 wounds 
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vounds were unſpeakably painful, being envenomed 
by our ſins. Crucifying, in itſelf, was an exceeding 
painful death; the four big nails whereon the body 
hung, pierced the moſt ſine wy and ner vous parts of 
the body, and conſequently moſt ſenſible of pain: 
and hence the Romans expreſſed torment by a word 
borrowed from the croſs; and make cruciate ſignify 
to torment. Thus was our innocent Saviour wound- 
ed on the croſs, cruciate or tormented, and all to 
fave us from eternal torments. 

Aſtoniſhing ſight! The eternal Son of God whom 


all the angels worſhip, wounded to death, hung by 


nails on a crols, tortured and racked for ſeverat 
hours; and, in the mean time, loaded with reproach. 
and ſcorn from theſe he died for ! Never ſuch a ſight 
as this! it ſtruck terror iu the whole creation. The 
fun hid its face, and could not behold it, the yail 
of the temple rent in twain, the earth quaked, 
the rocks rent, the dead were moved, and their 
graves opened: and even his enemies were ſtruck 
with amazement, and made to ſhrink, and ſay, Truly 
this was a righteous perſon ; this avas the Son of God, 
O my ſoul, employ all thy faculties, all thy 338 
to ſtudy, pore, and penetrate into this awful ſubject, 
it deſerves the profoundeſt regard and cloſeſt atten - 
tion: hence the great apoſtle determined to ſtudy 
and know nothing but it. 

This amazing tragedy ought to create in me the 
greateſt abhorance of ſin, the cauſe of it. Never 
can fin appear more exceeding ſinful, and hateful, 
than in the kr . and crucifying of the Son of 
| God, Our tranſgreſſions were the nails and ſpear 
that wounded his ſacred body, and the ſword that 
pierced his ſoul, Theſe were the Judas that betray- 
ed him, the ſoldiers that bound him, blindfolded and 
mocked him, the Pilate that condemned him, the ex- 


ecutioners that nailed him to the curſed tree: it was 


our ſins that put the ſword in his enemies hands. He 
N became 
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became a curſe for us, All the derifion, mockery, 
and contempt; all the pain, ſuffering and ſorrow 
he endured, did proceed from our ſins; theſe brought 
him to the croſs, and to the grave. Let us then 
turn our hatred, and diſcharge our fierceſt indignati- 


on _ our ſins, let them be our averſion and 


. dread for ever; let me always look on ſin, that 
crucified Chriſt, with horror and trembling. Never 


ſuch an inſtance of the ſtrictneſs and ſeverity of God's 
Juſtice, and of his abhorrence of fin as here! He 
would not ſpare his dear Son, when he ſtood in the 
room of ſinners, not ſpare him one ſtripe pr wound, 


when he cried ; but let hint bleed and die, till fin _ 


was fully attoned for ! Can I ſee this and not cry, 0 
curſed {in ! murderer of the Son of God; away with 
it, away with it; crucify it, crucify it. 


Oh my ſoul, ſee the evil of fin in the glaſs of 


Chriſt's wounds, and fufferings in his body and ſoul! 


Say, O fin, what haſt thou done! Thou haſt pro- 


voked the God of heaven to fiery indignation ! Thou 


haſt killed the Prince of lite, turned angels into 


devils, filled the earth with troubles, and hell with 
precious ſouls ! If any body had killed my father, 


would 1 embrace the murderer, or love the dagger 
that was beſmeared with his blood ? But what are all 
. my relations tomy Lord, my Love that was crucified! 


O that my. eyes were fountains of tears, that J 


might weep day and night for my ſins that flew my 


Saviour ! Oh, ſtony heart, for ſhame, become now 
like wax, and be melted in the midit of my bowels! 
Woe's me, that { can grieve no more for my ſins. Let 
me at leaſt revenge my Saviour's death upon my fins, 
and ſuffer them no longer to live in me. | 

How dreadful muſt the guilt of theſe be who 


willingly harbour fin, and delight in the murder of 


our Lord! It is no leſs than to kiſs the nails, or to 
hug the ſpear that pierced him. They make that 


- 
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make light of that which made his ſoul heavy unto 
death, Oh, have I feen my Saviour bleeding to death 
by ſin, and ſhall I live any longer in ſin that wound- 
ed him? When a temptation to {in is preſented, ſhall 
ever diſpute any more, whether Chriſt or Barabbas 
ſhall be preferred ? My luſts denied, or my Lord eru- 
cited ? Whether theſe fins ſhall be forſaken by me, 
that made Chriit to be forſaken of God? Whether 
that ſhall be ſweat to me, that was ſo bitter and dead - 
ly.to him? Oh, was my lovely Jeſus a man of ſor- 
rows all his life, and ſometimes made to ſay, My ſoul 
is exceeding ſorro ul and ſhall not ! be ſorry for, 
and abhor theſe fins that cauſed all his forrows? _ 
O may the believing view of Chriſt's wounds and 
ſufferings which he endured for my ſins, and to ſave _ 
me from that wrath which they deſerved ; kindle the 
fire of love in my ſoul to Chriſt, Lord, thou art 
the God that wont to anſwer thy people by fire; O 
pity me, and anſwer my meditations and prayers, by : . 
kindling the holy fire of love in my heart, and let 
that fire put out the impure fire of my luſts and 
corruptions, and inſpire me with holy zeal and acti- 
vity in thy ſervice, O did Chriſt freely give himſelf 
to be a ſin - offering for me; and ſhall not I give my- 
ſelf a thank offering to him? Surely it is highly rea- 
ſonable that I ſhould offer up myſelf a living ſacrifice 
to my Redeemer, who offered up himſelf a dying 
Sacrifice for my redemption, | 15 
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MEDITATION XXIII. 


| From Toba vi. 51. 


7 am hs hang Bread that came down from heaven x 
14 any man eat of this bread, br ſhall live for ever, 


HRIST crucified is our Manna, or heavenly 
read that preſerves the life of the ſoul, and 
it : only by faith it muſt be received and eaten. 
Bread is a comprehenſive word, including all things 
neceſſary for this life; ſo Chriſt, our ſpiritual Bread, 
is a moſt comprehenſive bleſſing, including all we 
want, ſeeing he is made of God to us, auiſclom, righte- 
ouſneſs, fanttification and redemption. Again, 
bread is the moſt —_— thing for our life, and 
the want of it brings th ateſt miſery; ſo Chriſt 
is the moſt neceſſary ble g to the ſoul, and the 
want of him makes a man e in time, and 
rhrough eternity. It is a greater miſery to have no 
Saviour for the ſoul, than to have no bread for the 
body. Chriſt alone is the Bread that preſerves us 

from ſoul-famine, and nouriſheth us to eternal life; 
he is the Bread of life, the living Bread. Lord, give 
us evermore this Bread, 

Bread is called the ſtaff and ſtay of man's life; 
fo Chriſt is the ſtaff and ſtay of our ſpiritual life, 
he upholds our ſouls in life. He is the ſtaff that faint 
and weary ſouls mutt lean to, in going up through this 
wilderneſs: yea, Chriſt our living Bread is a ſtaff 
to defend us, and beat off our enemies, and to put 
2]! the helliſh hoſts to flight, * That was a ſtrange 
dream of one of the Midianites, Judg. vii. 13. Be- 
hold, a cake of barley bread came tumbling into the 
hoft of Midian, and fmote a tent. Strange! a piece 
of - bread to overturn a tent? Behold this dream 

| made 
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made good in the ſacrament. The bread there 
which repreſents Chriſt, when received with faith 
upon him, will tumble into the hoſt of Satan and 
his luſts, theſe Midianites who vex us with their 
wiles, ſtrike down their teeny and put them all ts 
flight, 

iſ i is the Bread that came down from heaven, 
of which the Iſraelites manna, that God ſent miracu- 
louſly from heaven, was an eminent type. That 
manna was God's free gift to the murmuring and re- 
bellious Iſraelites, to preſerve them from ſtarving in 
the deſarts where bread could not be had: this 
manna was a curious grain, that made fine bread, 
with which God furniſhed them plentifully every mor- 
ning from the clouds, ſufficient to ſatisfy 600,000 | 
men. But Chriſt, our ſpiritual Manna, doth far 
excel theirs, though he was reſembled by theirs, in 
fome things. Manna was firſt grinded and beaten, and 
baken in ovens, before it was made bread to them; 
and fo the grain which makes our ordinary bread 
malt be threſhed, and grinded betwixt two millſtones, 
and baken by the force of fire, before we eat it: 
ſo Chriſt, the Antitype, was threſhed and bruiſed, 
and grinded betwixt the millſtones of divine juſtiee 
and our fins, and alſo roaſted by the fire of wrath, 
that he might be fit bread for ſaving the lives of our 
ſouls; and all this we ſhould call to mind, when we 
ſee and make uſe of the bread in the holy ſupper. 
The Iſraelites manna came down to them with the 
dew ; ſo Chriſt, with the benefits of his purchaſe, 
comes to us by the dews and influences of the holy 
spirit. Their manna fell round about their tents, 
and every man was free to gather it; ſo every man 
is at freedom to gather our heavenly Manna. 
The. Iſraelites behoved to go out of their tents to 
gather theirs; Fo God will have us to go forth, and 
be at 7 to get our ſpiritual food, Cod, who 
- N. 3 rained 
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rained manna about their tents, could have rained it 
into their. mouths; but he loves not to encourage 
floth in his people, but would haye them at all pains. 
to make ſure of Chriſt for their portion. As the If- 
raelites gathered daily, ſo we muſt be daily going to 
Chriſt, and making uſe of him, As they gathered 
early in the morning, ſo God would have us ſeeking 
after Chriſt in the morning of our lives. 

O how far doth our heavenly Manna excel that of 
the Iiraclites! Theirs but fed the body, and could 
not preſerve them from death at laſt; but our Man- 
na feeds the ſoul, and nouriſhes to eternal life, and 
preſerves all that eat of it from eternal death. 
Theirs fell not on the ſabbath- day; nor durſt they 
go to ſeek it on that day; but ours falls every day, 
and double on the ſabbath; and therefore God calls 
us to double our diligence, in gathering it on the 
ſabbath.— Their manna continued only in the wil- 
derneſs, and ceaſed when they came to Canaan; but 
eurs continueth for ever, and our fulleſt enjoyment 
of it is in the heavenly Canaan; and therefore all 
true Iſraelites long to be there. 

O how lamentable is their folly, ho ſpend all 

their time and thoughts in ſeeking bread to their 
bodies, and are careleſs and 3 about the 
| +read of life to their ſouls! Al their care is to 

fupport the clay houſe, but let the ſoul ſtarve that 

habits it. O, it is. but ſhort time they can en- 
joy the bread they are ſo concerned for; the bodies 
they mind ſo much, maſt ſoon be meat for worms, 
and the ſouls they neglect a prey for devils! 

But, whatever others do, may I. be wiſe to provide 
the living Bread for my ſoubh and learn to eat it, and 
make uſe of it by faith, and eſpecially when I go to 
the Lord's table; for without: faith we can get no 
nouriſhment, no life, nor ſtrength from this hea- 
venly Bread: faith is the mouth that eats the Bread 
* facks honey out of the rock, m 


aur heavenly Manna, „ 
the Spirit of God calls faith or believing, an eating, 
becauſe by it we taſte the ſweetneſs and excellency 
of Chriſt, and have great ſatisfaction in partaking 
of Chriſt and his benefits. As by eating, our bo- 
dies increaſe in ſtrength and ſtatutz; ſo by believing 
our ſouls grow in grace and ſpiritual ſtrength, to run 
in God's ways.—As by eating, the bread incorpo- 
rates and becomes one with us; ſo by our receivin 8g 
and applying Chriſt's broken body by faith, be is 
made one with us, and we one with him, — As by 
eating bread, men live upon it, and get. ſupport 
and ſtrength for working or journeying ; ſo believers 
by looking to, and truſting wholly in the righteouſ- 
neſs of Chriſt, and the merit of his blood, they feed 
and receive ſpiritual nouriſhment, and ſtrength for 
their work and warfare, and ſo make progreſs in 
their journey to Canaan," 1 | | 
O that I had a ſpiritual hunger and ſharp appetite 
for this Bread of life, and were deſiring and longing 
for it, for the ſupport and nouriſhment of my ſoul, 
more than a hungry man doth for bread to his body. 
A hungry man periſhing for want of bread, would 
prefer a piece of bread before many bags of gold, if 
both were ſet before him, and he allowed to make 
his choice ; ſo the awakened ſoul that ſees his need 
of Chriſt, prefers him to a whole world ; give him 
never ſo much of the world's comforts, be is ſtill 
diſſatisfied without Chriſt, and ſays, What will all 
theſe things avail me, if my ſtarving ſoul periſh 
without Chriſt the Bread of life? 

I have many arguments to plead with.God for this 
Bread; Lord, do not thy free calls and promiſes 
bind thee to give me it? Thou haſt ſaid, The needy 
ſhall not be forgotten. Is not Chriſt, the Bread 
from heaven, the free gift of God to periſhing ſouls ? 
And doſt thou not invite theſe to come and eat of it 
that have no money or price to give for it Lord, 


thou hadſt compaſſion uyon the. bodies of men when 
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they had no bread to eat, and didit provide bread 
for 5000 of them by a miracle; and haſt thou not 
as much compaſſion to ſtarving g fouls that are far 
mere precious: Lord, thou give ſt natural affections 
to earthly parents, and makes them pitiful to their 
8 when they cry for bread, ſo that they can- 
not ſhut up their bowels againſt them when hungry, 
nor will they gave them a ſtone inſtead of bread: 
and will my heavenly Father, who is infinitely inore 
compaſſionate than the moſt tender parents, refuſe 
the Bread of life to ſtarving ſouls who cry earneſtly 
for it? Lord, I truſt in thy mercy, and depend on 
thy promiſe, I believe thou wilt ſt not let a poor 
hungry beggar ſtarve and fall down at thy door, 
when there is bread enough in thy houſe, and te 
ſpare. O cauſe me to ſing with the Pfalmiit, Pial, 
Xii. 5. But 1 have truſted in thy mercy, my beart 


hall rejoice in es 2 | 
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FROM 


| Various Sezuan Tixrs. 
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ADVI CE * 
From Gen. wi | # | 
Come thou and all thy houſe into the art, 


8 God in his mercy called Noah to e ide 
the ark Prepared for him and his houſhold, 
to ſave him from drowning in the great deluge, ſo 
God, by the goſpel, calls you, © man, to come 
into the Ark, Chriſt crucified, which he hath pro- 
vided for periſbing ſinners, to ſave them from the 
deluge of wrath that is coming. God hath long 
fore warned you of it; nay, the ood is beginning ta 
riſe, it is time for thee to flee to this Ark; believe 
it, there is no other way for thy ſafety: the ark 
of thy prayers, or of thy tears, convictions or re- 
formations, will not ſave thee from it ; 3 will 
do it but the Ark Chriſt. | 
As all who were out of Noah's ark periſhed in 

flood, ſo will all periſh who are out of Chriſt, —— 
Theſe of the old world, who only came near to the. 
ark, or touched the outſide of it, they periſhed if 
they did not enter into it; ſo in like manner will theſe 
periſh, who only come near Chriſt by an outward; 
profeſſion, and are not found in him by a true faith, 
| | a 4 


+» 
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As the ark gave a good account of MM) that en. 
tered into it, not one of them was loſt in the flood; 
fo will Chriſt give a good account at the laſt day of 
all that fly to him by faith : none ſhall pluck * 
out of his hand, not one of them ſhall periſh in the 
deluge of wrath; Chriſt will preſent them all ſafe 
to his Father, Sebold bere am Th and the children thou 
haſt. given me. 

As Noah's ark was acceflible, IP” had a door in 
it for people to enter; ſo in a crucified Jeſus there is 
a door of acceſs opened, even a door of faith, where- 
by poor ſinners of the Gentiles may have acceſs to 
Chriſt, and to God in him, Acts xiv. 27, As Paul 
and Barnabas rehearſed it as glad tidings to the 
church, that God had opened. a door of faith unto the 
Gentiles ; ſo we Gentile finners ſhould gladly receive 
the news. Glory to. God in the highett for opening 
this door of faith, and _— it An open to pe- 
riſhing ſinners. 

Come then, O Gentile finner, enter in r this door 
to the Ark, and lodge thy ſoul within it, that thou 
mayſt be ſafe from the flood of wrath that is com- 
ing upon the ungodly world. God forbid you be 
found hovering without the Ark, until the _ ö 
come and waſh you off from the very ſides of it. 
how diſmal and cutting will the thought be to Sha 
through all eternity, that you was ſo near Chriſt, 
and within a ſtep of the Ark, and ſometimes -touch-. 
ing it, and yet never entered into it! How ſad will 
it be to periſh, like the thief upon the croſs, with a 
Saviour at your ſide, and to ſink into hell betwixt- - 
the arms of mercy ſtretched forth to fave you ! Now, 
poor foul, the Ark is near you, lee to it with ſpeed ; 
behold, for your encouragement, there is a window 

opened in the fide of the Ark, and merey's hand is 
put forth. to take in ſhelterleſs doves who come to 
it.“ Now is the time to beſtir yourſelf, to come in- 


—_— OED 
to the Ark without delay, and ſo prevent your pe- 
riſhing in the flood for ever. 2 2 
- 2, Whatſhall I do to get into the Ark, to wit, a 
ern e / 8 
A. 1. Be like Noah's dove which he ſent forth, 
ſee that you find no reſt for the ſole of your foot 


any where elſe; turn your back upon all other arks 


of men's deviſing, they are all inſufficient to ſave you 
from the flood: make not an ark of the abſo- 
lute mercy of God out of Chriſt, ſeeing he declares a 
_crucified Jeſus to be the only channel of his mercy.— 
Make not an ark of church privileges, as your good 
education, admiſſion to ſealing ordinances, c. for 
the ark did not fave Shiloh, nor the altar's horns 
fave Joab, nor the temple fave Jeruſalem.—— Make 
not an ark of your gifts, knowlege, prayers, du- 
ties, moral honeſty, or ſelf-righteouſneſs, for the 
flood, when it comes, will daſh all theſe in pieces. 
vuppoſe theſe of the old world had built other ſhips 
as like the ark as poſſible, or had fled to high towers 
of their own contriving, the deluge would have de- 
ſtroyed them all; there was no ſafety for them but 
in Noah's ark alone. So whatever arks you deviſe 
to fave you from wrath, if a crycified Chriſt, the. Ark 
of God's building, be lighted, the flood will ſweep 
away all your own arks, as the refuge of lies, Iſa, 
Xxviii. 17. Ty 
2dly, Labour to be thoroughly convinced of your 
miſery while out of the Ark; and, ina deep ſenſe of 
your neceſſity of getting into it, break preſently o- 
ver all the bars and hindrances which the devil caſts 
in your way to ſtop your entry into the Ark, as un- 
belief, ſinful pleaſures, worldly cares, preſumptu- 
ons hopes, carnal company, . diverſions, c. break 
reſolutely through all theſe to the Ark, as David's 
three mighty men brake through the hoſt of the Phi- 
liſtines. to the well of Bethlehem; ſurely your argu- 
ments for doing it are far ſtronger than theirs. 
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34ly, Approve heartily the whole contrivance of 
God's Ark in all its rooms and ſtories: . approve 
Chriſt crucified in his perſon, natures, offices and re- 
lations, in his ſtate of humiliation and exaltation: 
accept of him in them all, ſubſcribe to the whole 
new-covenant ſcheme, as a device worthy of God 
and of infinite wiſdom; conſent to the great end 
and deſign of it, namely, that ſelf be debaſed, and 
free grace eternally magnified, — 
athly, Be frequently effaying faith's flight into 
the Ark, and to the window in the fide of it; make 
earneſt mints, like Noah's reſtleſs dove, to get in; 
fay oft like David, Pſal. Iv, 6. © that I had wings 
ile a dove, for then I would fly away and be at reſt. 
I would haſten my eſcape from the flood, and lodge 
my ſoul this minute in one of the rooms of the Ark, 
Believing is a work you ſhould be often efſaying, and 
though you cannot believe with ſaving faith, yet be- 
lieve as you can, looking to God for more ſtrength. 
You cannot pray, praiſe or ſanctify the ſabbath aright, 
yet you aim at theſe duties as you can; ſo in like 
manner make Honeſt mints at believing and flying to 
Chriſt ; and aim in his ſtrength to apply his blood, 
every man to his own ſoul in particular, by an ap- 
Propriating faith (correſponding to the free goſpel- 
offer) and taking home the Remedy as his on; de- 
pending ſtill upon the Spirit's grace, who will not 
Fail theſe who truſt in him, but aſſiſt them in making 
ſaving application. 8 | | 
5thly, Be willing to part with every thing that 
-would compete with God's Ark, however ſpeciovs or 
plauſible a ſhew it may have. Renounce the old co- 
venant, and all lurking places about mount Sinai, for 
in none of theſe you can find ſafety. Abhor your own 
righteouſneſs for an ark, whatever ſhape it appear 
in; and embrace him alone for it, who is the Lord 
our righteouſneſs, His righteouſneſs only is ſpotleſs, 
perfect and law-biding, 


6thiy, 


| the Sinner's Ark. Tk 

p 6thly, Make a ſurrender of yourſelf, and all you 
have, to Jeſus Chriſt, tobe diſpoſed of by him as he 

pleaſeth: be willing to ſuffer the loſs of all things 
for him, yea, count all things loſs and dung that 


you may win to the Ark, and be tound therein when f 
che OS GO. 


ADVICE H. 
| DP From Rev, iii, 20, 
Bebold J Hand at the door and Rnock.- 


os T ſinner, 1 brink you good can; FE oY 
Ii. ternal Son of God hath undertaken a long jour- 
ney, and endured great ſufferings to purchaſe ſalvati- 
on for thee! A dear purchaſe it is, dear hath it coſt 
bim to obtain it! And now he hath brought it the 
length of thy door, and there, O man, Chriſt is 
ſtanding knocking, and ſaying, This day falvatich i is” 
| come to this houſe-door, open and take it in. Now 
| can you refuſe, O finner, to take in Chriſt's purchaſed | 
falvation, when Chrift hath come with it to thy 
very door, even the door of thy heart? Behold he 
ſtands at it, _ knocks for entrance ! Open, open, | 
Gr. 8 
The arguments for your opening are ſtrong and 
+; Conſider at whoſe A000 Chriſt doth ſtand; e- 
ven at the door of a creature infinitely below him. 
Oh! it is at a beggar's door, that hath nothing 
to entertain Chriſt with when he enters! Yet faith he, „ 
open to me, and I will bring i in proviſion with me, 
and make thee a rich feaſt. It is at the door of a 
poor Lazarus, that is all full of ulcers and ſores; 
yet, ſaith Chriſt, open and I will bring in the balm of 
Gilead, a plaiſter of my blood for healing all your 
Nu; and for as coſtly as it is, it ſhall coſt you no- 
, © | = thing. 


n 


= . 10 - pag a — — - E 
, EEEEEEES — N — — — — — * — —— joe 
— eee. * — — — „ 
2 — T 3 1 D & 5 5 
2 Lo me Sar $1 Po A = B = OG LE RI TR *% — 3 n — lr 1 _ 
- : N - - a2 = = 2 by: gens pe Ss = b 


—— en ln TE SW 209 * 4 As bu Poa Arle ··ðe0 2 —— 
— — - — 
— 12 * A 


— 
t 
” 
* : 
$ - 
g 8 
" CES 
e 
| 5 — ——————ů—ů—ĩv’b73 —̃ . ... 7—%ĩ—ꝙ 6 rr 
pe — : 
- - 8 a * a —— ” Pp 2 — he — * 
— — — 2 —— _ — —— —_ — * — S 
, — — * * 
©»; 7 5 Vo a +» * - 
. 4 N 195 wa 2 3223 Wi», 
- A. > . — So wt - l 
. 3 1 - R n=""7 


148 Chrift knocking 
thing.—It is even at the door of an enemy, a mortal 
enemy, that Chriſt ſtands; you have fpoke ill of bim, 
thought ill of him, and done ill to him; you have af- 
fronted him, wounded him, and lodged his traitors 
and murderers; yet, {aith Chriſt, open, and-hearken 
'to the offers and terms of reconciliation. which 1 
have purchaſed for you with my blood; they are 
moſt ſurprizing and ſafe, eaſy and honourable,—It 
is at the door. of Satan's ſlaves that Chriſt ſtands, 
theſe who have been long drudging at his work and 
feeding upon his huſks; yet, faith Chriſt, open to 
me, and I will ſet you. at liberty, and make you God's 
free men and children. Why then will you not open 
and receive him joyfully? O ſinner, ſtand amazed at 
Chriſt's condeſcending goodneſs, in ſtanding at the 
door of ſuck a ſmoky. cottage, ſo ill ſwept, and out 
of order! Good reaſon have you to cry out, Lord, I 
am not worthy thou ſhouldſt came under my rc; but, 
ſeeing thou humbleſt thyſelf to viſit the-unworthy in 
ſych a manner, come in, and but ſpeak the word, 
and the hoyſe ſhall be cleanſed, diſeaſes healed, 
_ grievances redreſſed, and the ſoul made happy. It - 
is highly. your intereſt then to open the door, and 
welcome in your Saviour, who ſtands and knocks for 


acceſs. 


2. Again, conſider who it is that ſtands at your 
door: — lt is even the King of glory, a King of in- 
finite power and majeſty ! And will not you lift up 
the gates of Fours. fouls, to this King? Were it but 
an Eartaly, king that knocked. at your door, yo 
| would ſoon Open, and receive him, yea, count it a 
C ha honour that you, had ſuch. a perſon in your 

auſe 3 but what are clay kings to the King of glo- 
ry? Ta the Prince of the kings of the earth? To oun 
great. Immanuel, the glorious, Plant of rentaun, the 
Head. of the ele& world? Who then would not caſt 
the gates wide open toſuch a glorious King Again, 
ne is the everlaſting Father, and the Father of all be- 


lievers, 


PF 
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lievers, that ſtands and knocks! A Father full of pi- 
ty, that follows after his prodigal children, and in- 
vites them to return to him! And will not a child 
open the door fo his Father? Can you find in your 
heart to keep your compaſhonate Father ſtanding at 
your door ?——Nay, further, it is your Huſband 
that knocks, a loving Huſband, that hath fuffered 
much for your cauſe: and will not an affectionate 
ſpouſe open and let in her Huſband ?-—Moreover it 
is your Phyſician that knocks, who brings healing me- 

dicines for all your diſeaſes, by which he hath cured . 
many thouſands before now! And will not a ſiek and 
dying man let in ſuch a Phyſician? Open, O ſinnef, 
why will you die? e 

3. Conſider Chriſt's patience and Jong-ſaffering 
xt your door, he doth not knock and then go away 

2s one indifferent whether you open or not; no, he 
knocks and ſtands ſtill; he ſtands and knocks again, 
and that after many repulſes! No beggar wanting 
an alms would ſtand ſo long at our doors, as Chriſt 
ſtands at a beggar's door, not ſeeking to take from 
him, but wanting to give unto him. O wonder at 
his goodneſs and long-patience ! Behold he that hath 
z throne. of glory to fit on, and ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand to bow before him, is willing, 

O ſinner, to ſtand at thy door! Yea, he ſtands whilſt 
thou doeſt ly in the boſom of thy luſts. He ' ſtands 
without, whilſt his enemies are let in and allowed 
to poſſeſs the beſt ſeats !!——He ſtands at the, door 

While Satan is let in, and gets the eaſy chair! O 
wonderful patience ! That Chriſt after ſo many af- 
fronts and repulſes, and after ſeeing enemies pre- 
ferred before him, ſhould continue to ſtand at your 
door and knock ! But, O ſinner, do not try his pa- 
tience too much, nor provoke him too long: for, ob- 

ferve the text, he now ſtands, he is on his feet rea- 
dy to go away; the knock will be given. that will 
prove the laſt, and thou knowelt not but the preſent 

e 9 | knock 
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knock may be it, do not then delay do open one 
moment longer. 

IV. Conſider Chriſt's earneſt deſire to be let into 
your heart, he not only ſtands at the door, but he 
knocks; yea, knocks loud and knocks often,. to con- 
vince you of his earneiineſs, Many a loud knock 
_ doth he give, by his calls and invitations in his word, 
Came unto me, open unto me, look unia me. Many a 
knock gives he by his promiſes to you, I will come 

in, I will ſup with you, I will eaſe you, heal you, 
enlighten you, manifeſt myſelf to you, Gc.— Many 
a knock gives he by his threatenings of wrath and 
vengeance againſt theſe who ſhut their doors againſt 
him. Many a knock gives he by your own conſei- 
ence, and by his own Spirit railing convictions, in- 
clinations, defires and purpoſes within your heart to 
bring you to a Saviour. And many a rap and 
knock doth he give at your door on ſacrament oc- 
caſions. Then it is he knocks aloud with his nailed 
hands and pierced feet, and ſtands at your door 
with his wounds open, his blood ſtreaming, and his 
_ garments dyed with blood: and all this to ſhew his 
earneſtneſs to be let into your heart. Open then 
to Chriſt, O ſinner, while he is knocking, be aſſured 
he will not knock alw ays, this may poſſibly be the 
laſt day of the Spirit's knocks and ſtrivings with 
thee; ſo that if you refuſe to open at this preſent 
| knock, God may ſtrike you dead and ſenſeleſs all 
your life, clap a ſeal on the door that it ſhall never 
open; you may hear miniſters knock after this, but 
never hear God's Spirit knock again, and <vo unt 
you if he depart from you. —Remember, O man, 
for as many knocks as God gives at your door, he 
keeps an exact account of them all, and will reckon 
them all up to you at the judgment- ſeat. And can 
you think he will open heaven to you then, who will 
not open your heart to him now! No, no; his ear 
will be as deaf to you hereafter, as yours is to him 
now. 
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now. Read and believe that terrible word, Prob. 
i. 24. Ge. 


A BVI 
From Rev. iii. 20. 


I my ne hear my voice, and open the door, I wilt E 
come and Sup with bim. \ 


REAT and precious: are the W which 

Chriſt makes to them who hearken to his 
voice in the goſpel- offers, and open their hearts to 
receive him, as offered to them in all his offices; 8 
will come in, and bring all the benefits of my pur- 
chaſe with me to entertain and feaſt that ſoul, even 
pardon, peace, light, life, grace and glory. 

1. Obſerve, the duty called for, is to hear Chriſt's 
voice, and open the door to him, that is, to accept 
and embrace his free goſpel- offers, and heartily to- 
acquieſce in the goſpel- method of a finner's recon- 
eiliation and juſtifleation through the righteouſneſs of 
our glorions Immanuel, and willingly receive and. 
ſubmit to himas our Prophet, Prieſt and King, What 
is the preaching of the goſpel, but Chriſt's — 
voice calling loſt ſinners home to himſelf? 
What is it, but Chriſt's following them with invita- 
tions and intreaties to come to him and live? This 
is Chriſt's voice which he would have ſinners to hear, 
cone. and live; though they generally refuſe to do it! 
ob, what condemned malefactor would refuſe to hear 
che voice of his ſovereign offering him his life, as 


condemned finners do? john v. 40. Te with mt c 


Þ me that ye might have life, Yet hehold, after ma- 
ny refuſals, he follows his offers with arguments, 
firong arguments to prevail with ſinners, and after 
_ the greatelt obſtinacy, he is loth to break off his trea- 
ff with them, Hoſ. xi. 8. How mY” I give thee uf" 
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152 .-. Chriſt willing. to come in 
Epbraig' ” Why avill je die? What reaſon can. you 
give for refuſing life, or for chuſing death : Wen: 

. Obierve, who it is that Chriſt calls to hear his 
woice, and open their doors to him; it is not this or 
that man only, cr any particular fort of men; it is 
any man, every one that fits under the goſpel. / 
any man will hear my voice, and open the door, ſaith 
Chriſt, / will come in. If any man will open, be he 
old man or young man. /avill come in. If the great- 
eſt ſinner, the moſt crimion-coloured ſinner will 

apen, I will coine in. Any man; if the fwearer 
will open, if the ſabbath- breaker, if the murderer, 
if the drunkard, if the unclean, if the thief, if the 
cheat, if the liar, if the mocker, if the prayerleſs 
man, if the nian that hates God and godlineis will 
open to me, / will com in and ſup with bim. 0 
what encouragement doth this word, , any man, 
give to every {inner to fly to Chriſt! If any man, 
whoever he be; whatever he hath done, if he will 
welcome. me, receive me in the goſpel- -offers, I will 
"come in to him, | 
III. Obſerve, Chriſt requires ſinners to open the 
door, that he may come in to teach them; however 
unable they be, this is their duty, they muſt mint, 
and uſe all means to do it, and ſook up to him for 
ſtrength. He will have the ſinners conſent, and 
the ſoul made willing to receive him. O then caſt 
open the door, open it. wide, receive Chr cite wholly, 
receive him without reſerve, open before him the 
two- -leayed gates, nat the wicket, or one leaf only, 
but both leaves of the door. Let Chriſt have the 
full and free conſent of the ſoul, and abundant en- 
trance into it. There are ſome reſolving to open the 
door to Chriſt, others perhaps are beginning to open 
it, O let them not halt in doing. With ſome the 
door is half open, and there they ſtop. They are 
almoſt, but not altogether Chriſtians. O almoſt Chri- 
fians, why do you halt? Why would you loſe all the 
Pains Jou have been at? A little more would 8 
9 


* 


to all who open to him. I53 


the door wide open, and make you an altogether. 


Chriitian. Go then a little further, O ſinner, to fave. 


your ſoul, Open to Chriſt all the powers and 
faculties of your ſoul. Open ta him fully here, as 


you would have him to open freely to you Pally x 82 


Oh, what mean you to open to Chriſt only by halves? 


The half open door will be ready to go to again, and 
alas, if ſo, it may never open for the future. Let it. 


be your concern than to go a little further than the 
almoſt Chriſtian, and reſt not in fair beginnings, 
IV. Obſerve, how at the. . is of Open- 
ing the door to Chriſt: why ?. I will come in to the 
houſe, ſaith he, even the friend of ſinners, the King 
of glory will come, in the beit gueſt that ever came 
in to a poor man's houſe: how honourable, how. 
Ae how happy and bleſſed muſt ſuch a viſit 
be! 2, For what end will Chriſt come in? J. He 


will come in to enli zhten the houſe ; for the ſoul is a 


dark dungeon while Chriſt is ſhut out ; he will come 
in to adorn and enrich the ſoul with the ornaments 


and treaſures of his grace: he will come in to reign. - 
in the ſoul, and pull down the tyrant that hath ' 


long oppreſt you: as in the text, he will come in 
and ſup with you: and cauſe you to ſup with him: 
and becauſe you have no fitting proviſion in the 
houſe, he will bring it with him. And O how rare 


are Chriit's, danties, his hidden manna, the fruits 


of the tree of life, the grapes of Canaan, the bread 


that comes down from heaven! How excellent is 


the water of life? One drop of it would be an ever- 


laſting ſpring in thy ſoul, that would keep thee from 


thirſting after the creature any more. What a rich 
feaſt are the 


exerciſe ! What a bleſt feaſt is pardon of fin, Peace 


with juſtice, peace with the law, and intereſt in 
Christ purchaſe, intimations of Chriſt's love, goſ- | 
pel-promiſes applied, communion with God, views 
of eternal life, well grounded hopes of immortal 
| glorꝝ 


aces of the Spirit quickened to a lively 
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154 The Bleſings which Chriſt brings in, 
glory: c. O how precious and delicate are theſe 
gotpel rarities which are ſet before you on the com- 
munion-table, and freely tendered to every one that 
opens the door to Chriſt! Who would not welcome 
ſuch a gueſt that brings ſuch glorious proviſion with 
him? Had poor ſinners ipiritual appetites ſharpened 
for Chriſt's feaſt, there would __ be fo many ſhut 
doors againſt him 

v. Obſerve, how ſolemnly Chriſtoffers theſe goſpel 
bleſſings to you, with a behold [ Hand, &c, Chriſt 
takes witneſſes upon it, witnefles againſt the refu- 
fers: behold ye angels, and witneſs for me how kind 
and bountiful my offers are to Adam's rebellious 
children ! Behold ye miniſters, and witneſs againſt 
- theſe who ſhut me out! Behold ye ftones and timber 
of the houſe, ye elements and communion-tables, 
Bear witneſs for me and againſt them! Behold ye 
fellow-communicants and hearers, bear witneſs one 
againſt another that I knocked, I called, k knocked 
loud, I knocked Jong, but ye kept your doors bolted 
againſt me. It is a melancholy thought for theſe 
who are miniſters to entertain, that they will one 
day be brought in as witneſſes againſt thofe who ſhut 
out their Saviour; but when called, they muſt wit- 
neſs againft ſuch, though never ſo dear to them now, 
that Chrift called, but they refuſed; he made kind 
and large offers, bur they regarded them not. 0 
then let every ſoul ſer about ſweeping and waſhing. 
all the rooms, and caſt open all the doors, as wide 
as they can, to the King of glory, and receive him 
with aechmation and praiſe. Take the crown 
the head of ſelf, and put it. on the head of Chriſt, 
aſeribing all the glory of your ſalvation to him, and 
8 to free - will or your own doings... 


ADVICE. 


SK 


Chrift crucified, the Bread of Life. 155 
A.D VIC E N. | 


1 From Prov. ix. 15 | 
Come, eat of my bread and drink of the auiue, &c. 


\HRIST is the wiſdom of God, who hath made 
rich provition for entertaining his people, and 
bath ſet it before them in the ordinance of the Lord's 
ſupper, even Chriſt crucified, with all the fruits of 
his purchaſe. His fle/h is meat indeed, and his blood 
drink indeed, The fruits we fealt upon are pardon 
and peace, righteouſneſs and grace, the aſſurance of 
God's love, the conſolations of his Spirit, the pro- 
miſes of the goſpel, and all the earneſts and pledges 
of eternal life. To this feaſt ſtarving ſouls are in- 
vited, to feed by faith upon theſe proviſions Chriſt 
hath prepared for -them, applying them to them- 
ſelves, and taking the comfort of them. , 
Bread and wine are choſeꝑ as fit reſemblances of 
his ſpiritual feaſt. As bread and wine ſerve to pre- 
ſerve our natural life, and to ſtrengthen and cheer 
us when weak or ns o Chriſt e ry appre- 
hended by faith, preſerves our ſpiritual life, and 
procures eternal life, ſtrengthens weak believers, and 
cheers drooping ſouls. As bread and wine incor- 
porate with our bodies; ſo Chriſt by his Spirit dwells 
in us, and we by faith and love dwell in him. — As 
bread and wine ſatisfy our hunger and thirſt; ſo 
theſe, who by faith lay hold and partake of Chriſt's 
- fleth and blood, ſhall no more hunger or thirſt after 
earthly things.—Bread is the molt neceſſary thing 
in the world, hence called the aff of bread, it up- 
holds our lives; ſo Chriſt is the mercy of mercies, 
the moſt uſeful and neceſſary bleſſing to preſer ve our 
larving ſouls.—Chrilt is the a of bread indeed to 
believing communicants, a ſtaff that ſupports you, 


4 LINE that defends you, a ſtaff that will beat off all 
Fn 


156 Our heavenly Manna 

your enemies: if you take hold of this ſtaff by faith, 

it will rout and put all your foes to flight. There is 

no bread like this! I am the Bread of life, ſaith Chril. 
We read, Judges vii, 13, of a dream of one of the 

Midianitiſh hoſt, he dreamed when Gideon was com- 

ing upon them, that a cake of barely-bread came 


tambling into the hoſt of Midian, and ſmote a tent 


that it fell to the ground, Strange! a piece of 
bread overturn a tent! Behold the interpretation of 


that dream, in the holy ſacrament! Here a piece of 


bread, if eaten by faith, that will invade the Midia- 
wmitiih hoſt of the devil, and the luſts of the feſh, 


rike down all their tents, and put them to flight, 


Come then, eat of this bread believingly, and take 
faith's view of Chriſt's body repreſented: by it, as 
bruiſed and- broken by your fins, this will weaken 
their power, and turn your beart againft them, and 


make you reſolve that theſe enemies of Chriſt ſhall 
not live in your ſoul. If the ſight of Czſar's bloody 


robe incenſed the Romans againſt the murderers who 
flew him; much more #fight of Chriſt's wounds and 
bruiſes in the ſacrament, ſhould excite you to hate 
and kill fin, and revenge Chriſt's death upon this 
cruel murderer, e a x 
Again, would you have ſtrength for your wilder- 
neſs journey, and for the temptations and trials 
you meet with, before you have occaſion of another 
facrament ? Come eat of this Bread that ſtrengthneth 
the hearts of men.-—Here is food more ſubſtantial, 
durable and nouriſhing, than Elfah's cake baken on 
the coals, and his cruſe of water provided for him 


by the angel; and yet it is faid, he avert in tht 


fPrrength of that meat 40 days and 30 nights, until he 
came to Horeh the mount of Nod. 1 Kings xix. 7, 8. 
There we find Elijah twice wakened by the angel, 
that he might take a double meal, 4ri/e and eat, for 
thy journey ir long: fo God may be ſaying to thee, 
© Chriitiag-traveller, ariſe and eat, awake O faith, 


awake - 


— we it a . of oe. a3 


is to be eaten by Faith. 247 


awake O ſpiritual appetite, thy journey may be long: 

take a good meal, you know not what hills you 
have ta climb, what winds and ſtorms may blow in 
thy face, before another occaſion of this fort: Sa- 
tan's ſtorm may blow, and death's ſtorm may blow, 
ſo that you may not ſec: another table like this, till 


you come to the mount of God above.— This f is the 


fame Bread the glorified ſaints do feed on in heaven. 
Chriſt is the Manna that came down from heaven to 
feed periſhing ſouls, The Iſraelites manna was a 
type of Chriſt, and hence called Hiri uai — 
1 Cor. x. 4. 

The manna was Goals given to them; and fell e- 
very morning round their tents, and all of them were 
at freedom to gather it, and there was enough for 
the whole camp; ſo Chriſt is God's free gift, and in 
him is a fulneſs of grace for the whole believing 
world, and every — hearer is free to gather it, 
though indeed the morning of our lives is the moſt 
proper gathering time. There was a memorial of 
this manna preſerved in the ark; ſo is there of Chriſt 
in the Lord's ſupper, as the food of our fouls.—. 
Manna was ground in a mill, or beaten im a mortar, 
and baken in an oven, before it was fit for food; ſo» 
chriſt was bruiſed and ground by his ſufferings, and 
ſcorched in the fiery oven of his Father's wrath, 
that he might become a fit Saviour and fit. food: fon 
our ſouls. 

But Chriſt crucified infinitely excels the Hraclites 
manna: theirs was peculiar to themſelves; but Chriſt 
is free to both Jews and Gentiles: theirs ceaſed when, 
they came to Canaan; but ours continues for ever, and 
is enjoyed moſt fully in the Canaan above: theirs on- 
y preſerved a natural life; but ours gives a ſpirĩtual 
and eternal life, —O come then, eat of this heavenly 
Bread, when ſet before you in plenty, with Hunger 
and . bleſſing God for it, ſaying, Lord, ever- 
Mare give us this Bread: come with ſpiritual appe- 
tites 


158 Our heavenly Manna, &c. 
tites and purified hearts. The Iſraelites manna was 
laid up in the ark, and kept in a pure golden pot, to 
teach you to cleanſe your hearts from ſin and cor- 
ruption, thatthey may be fit to lodge Jeſus Chriſt our 
heavenly Manna. If the veſſels which contain the 
facramental bread, were foul or polluted, you would 
cenſure it as moſt indecent; but much more unbe- 
Commg is it, to receive Chriſt into a foul heart. 

Come to this table with humility, and a deep 
ſenſe of your ill-deſervings, acknowleging, that the 
leaſt crumb of this bread will be a great mercy to ſuch 
an unworthy creature! Truth, Lord, 1 am a dog, vile 
and polluted; yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which 
fall from the childrens table! May I plead for a 
crumb for thy free mercies ſake.— Oh, I am unwor- 
thy of the .common bread that is ſet upon my own 
table, much more of the heavenly bread that is ſet 
upon thine! Inſtead of bread thou. mayeſt give a 
ſtone; inſtead of a ſmile, a frown; inſtead of the 
cup of the New Teſtament, thou mayeſt put a cup 
of wrath and trembling in my hand: but thy free 
grace, and large offers, encourage me to wait and 
hope, that the needy ſhall not be forgotten, and the 
expectation of the poor ſhall not periſh. 

Come with a lively faith to receive and eat, not 
only of the bread of life, but alſo to receive the 
Bread, the Lord, your Immanuel in perſon, and 
make uſe of him in all his offices. Come eat with 
love and thankfulneſs, to him that was willing to 
be beaten, . bruiſed, ground and ſcorched, that he 
might be Bread ſor nourithing of ſtarving ſouls, Re- 
ceive this Bread of heaven thankfully as a diſtinguiſh- 
ing bleſſing, which is not granted to alt indifferent- 
ly; for as God rained down manna from heaven up- 
on the Iſraelites; ſo he rained down fire and brim- 
__ on Sodom and Gomorrah, 


E 


ADVICE 


Joſeph a Type of Chrift. 159 
A D:V I1cÞ% 


From Gem, xlv. 4. 


Come near to me, I am Joſeph your brother, 
whom you ſold. 


OSEPH wasan eminent type of Chriſt; though he 
was hated, ſold, and cruelly uſed by his SE 5 
yet he ſtill love them, forgave them, and laid oft 
himſelf for their preſervation and happineſs.— Tho' 
Chrift be Lord of heaven and earth; yet, O believ- 
ing communicants, he owns himſelt as your Brother; 
Bone of your bone, and fleſh of your (fleſh ; nay, he 
is not aſhamed to call you brethren, Go tell my bre- 
thren, ſaid he, to Mary, Mat. xxvin. 10. Though you 
be mean and low, and Chriſt highly raiſed, yet his 
exaltation doth not cauie hun forget his poor friends 
below; he ſtill owns them as his brethren, He is 
deed the elder Brother, and Heir of all things; 
yet he is pleaſed to adopt his younger brethren into 
his right, and make them joint heirs with him of the 
inheritance above. As Joleph was molt condeſcend- 
ing to his poor brethren, though he was Lord over 
all the land; fo is Chriſt. As they did not know Jo- 
ſeph, until he told them I am Joſeph your brother ; 
ſo neither do we know Chriſt, until he diſcover him- 
ſelfto us. As Joſeph ſeemed to deal roughly with his 
brethren at firſt, tomake them remember the injuries 
they did him; yet in the mean time he loved them, 
gave them food ; and afterwards ſpoke kindly to 
them: ſo Chriſt at firſt rakes ways to humble his 
people, and make them ſenſible of their ſin; yet at 
the ſame time he ſecretly ſupports them, and at length 
brings in conſolation to them, ſaying, I am Feſus 
your Brother, it is I, be not afraid. Come near to me, 
faid Joſeph in a kind and familiar way to his bre- 

den; ; ſo Chriſt faith to you, draw near to me with 
P 2 fin- 
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160 How to come near Chrift 


a ſincere heart, and I will manifeſt myſelf unto yoy, 
as a loving Brother, 
But if you would have the gracious intimations of 


His favour, you muſt firſt be humbled for the wrong 


you have done him. You have dealt treacherou 
and inhumanely with Chriſt, as Jacob's ſons did with 


their brother Joſeph : theſe ſold their brother for 


twenty pieces of ſilver; but, ah! have not ſome of 


you ſold Jeſus, your Brother, for leſs, even for ſome 


vile luſt or filthy pleaſure ? Nay, have you not mur- 
dered him by your fins? As Cain flew his innocent 


brother openly in the field; ſo your fins have open- 


ly nailed Jeſus to the croſs, in the fields without je- 
ruſalem, and ſhed his blood like water on the 
ground. O how can you anſwer for ſuch horrid 
cruelty to your innocent Brother! How can you 


look him in the face, after all you have done againſt 


him ! What feeling have you of the injuries you have 
done him? Are you deeply humbled, and heartily 
grieved for them! Then 1 have good news to tell 


| you, you have to do with a moſt loving and forgivi ing 
Brother; though you have betrayed him, ſold him, 


wounded him, murdered him: yet he is willing to 
forget and forgive all to the humble penitent: come 


near to me, faith he, I am Joſeph your brother, 
ſtand not at a diſtance, but come near me by faith 
and prayer, embrace me in the ſacrament, and 1 will 
give you a ſealed pardon of all your crimes; I will 


re you all the good things of the land, far excel- 
ing the richeſt fruits of Egypt, even my own body 
and blood, with all the ſpiritual and eternal bleſſings 
purchaſed thereby. 

Ohject. But alas, I have dealt fo baſely and trea- 


cherouſſy with my brother Joſeph, I have no confi- 
_— to go and meet him, I am afraid he frown on 


Anſ. He has indeed good ground to do it, but 
the i is full of bowels, tenderneſs and pity to penitents, 
and molt ready to forgive. Let me adviſe you to 

FC imitate 


with Preſents. 161 
imitate Jacob when going to meet his brother Eſau, 
whoſe wrath he very much dreaded : he carried pre- 
ſents alongſt with him to his brother. In like man- 
ner do you take preſents with you, ſuch as, 1. A 
broken, contrite and humbled heart, a broten heart 
he will not deftiſe ——2. Take faith with you, and 
the ſtronger it is, it will be the more agreeable pre- 
ſent to Chriſt; put a firm truſt and confidence in his 
blood and bowels, bode and threap kindneſs on him, 
like the woman of Canaan, Truth, Lord, I am a 
4%, but dog as I am, I may plead for a crumb, 
ſeeing thy faithful word warrants me to do i it; this 
preſent from that poor creature was ſo acceptable to 
Chriſt, that he immediately anſwered, © woman, 
great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt, 
Matth. xv. 28.—3. Take with you a firm purpoſe 
and reſolution, in the ſtrength of your Brother, not 
to betray or wound him any more, and ſeal a cove- 
nant with lim upon theſe terms —4. Tale with yon 

a ſincere heart and purpoſe of imitating your Bro- 
this: and ſtudying conformity to him. Learn of me 
faith he, for I am meek and lowly in heart. "Theſe 
preſents would be moſt acceptable to your grieved 
and offended Brother. Rut ſeeing you have nothing 

of your own, cry, Lord, give them firſt to me, and 
I will offer them unto thee... | 

What condeſcenſion is this, that Chriſt, the King 
of kings, ſhould fay to all believers, ye are my bre- 
thren and fiſters! Who would not deſire to ſtand in 
this honourable relation to an earthly king, and far 
more to the King of glory! Would we have him then 
for our Brother to own us, ſuecour and ſympathize 
with us in all our troubles; let us. forthwith embrace 
and cloſe with him b "Faith, as he is tendered to us 
in the rich, large and free offers of the'polpel, and 
chen the relation is preſently made up. O how in- 

viting and alluring is that word, I am Jeſus your 
brother ! It ſhould” ä che moſt ſtubborn m 
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162 Chriſt our loving Brother. 
and make every unbelieving heart to receive him 
like Thomas, and lay, My Lord and my God. 

| Let every believer in diſtreſs come like the bee, 
and ſuck hony from this flower, I am Jeſus your 
Brother, Be not afraid, It is I. Do not miſtake me 
for an enemy in any of my dealings with you; it is 
I yorr Brother, that means you no harm, It is 1 
that loves you, and laid down my life for you; it is 


I, who by my blood purchaſed ſanctified afflitions 


to you, to work for your good, It is I that doth 
all things well, and have infinite wiſdom and love 
to order and direct every diſpenſation for your inte- 
reſt and benefit. It was I that ſwate blood for you 
in the garden, was ſpit on and buffered in the high 
prieſt's hall, and nailed for you to the croſs, and all 
to purchaſe eternal happineſs and glory for my af- 
flicted brethren. I am Jeſus your Brother, Behold 
my hands and my feet. It is I that died and roſe 
again for you, and have aſcended to my Father and 
your Father, to my God and your God; and have 
gone up to prepare a place for you. It is I that ſit 
at the helm, and all power given to me. It is I 
that am faithful and true, I have the fave tender 


heart and yearning bowels for you I had on earth, 


It is I that never failed any that truſted in me. It is 
Jeſus your Brother who am ſtill the ſame yeſterday, 
to day and for ever. Be not afraid in trouble, it 
is I your. dear Friend and Brother; come near to me 
in the daily exerciſe of faith. Come near and cloſe 
to me at my table, and take a narrow look to my 
five big wounds, and draw conſolation from them. 

Fchold the two wounds in my hands, and the two 
wounds i in my feet, which were made to bring you. 
back from hell to heaven. Behold a fifth wound 
in my ſide, and look into my heart, and ſee it pant - 
ing with love, and do not * your Brother 5 

love to you any more. | 


ADVICE. 


The Marriage betwixt CO GC. 16 >. 
A LY E VI. 


From Marth. xxii. 2. 


A certain Ki ing madea marriage fer his Sen. 


HE goſpel-covenant, or covenant of grace 
E is a marriage- covenant betwixt Chriſt and be- 
lievers; a ſurpriſing marriage this is, and yet a mar- 
riage of God's making. Wonderful! The great 
God is content to give his dear Son in marriage to 
fallen Adam's daughter, that was become a ſlave 
to the devil! Yea, he hath drawn up the contract, 
and all the articles of it. Chriſt the Bridegroom 
hath chearfully ſubſcribed the contract, he dipt the 
pen in his own blood on the croſs, and put his 
hand to it in the view of. God, angels, men, and 
all the world. Now the Bridegroom wants your 
conſent. to the marriage- contract, and he hath long 
been courting you to fubſeribe it: ſome of you have 
often been: purpoſed to do it, yea, taken the pen in 
your hand, but, upon ſome finall temptation, have 
ſtopt and thrown by the pen. This day Chriſt hath 
ſet a tryſt with you to conclude the bargain, and 
his ambaſſadors are come, in his name, to ſpread the 
contract before you with all its articles, Well then, 
Wilt you go with this man? Will you mr your 
hand to the contract? 
O ſinners, you have no reaſon to be ſhy in this 
matter, you have nothing to be vain of, you are 
:an born, of low extract; you are lothſome 6 
pers, you are deformed, black, and have no beau- 
ty; you are cripples, cannot walk, unleſs Chriſt 
lift you; you are drowned in debt, many old ſcores 
hath Chriſt to clear for you, if he match with you. 
O who would make love to ſuch a wretched crea- 
ture! Yet, behold, here is one that is fairer than the 
fons of men, of the blood-royal of heaven, the 
5 3 — Heir 
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Heir of all things, courting you! Be. aſtoniſhed,. o 
ye heavens, at this match ! One infinitely. rich, with 
a beggar, the Heir of heaven with the heir of hell, 
the beauty of heaven and earth with a deformed 
negro! But if the Bridegroom be content, why 
mould you ſtick ? Can you give any reaſon for your 
refuſal or delay! Now the God of heaven is ſet- 
ting tryſt with you to conclude this bleſſed bargain. 
with you at his table, and calling you there: to ſign, 


and ſeal a marriage · contract with his Son, and that 


before all the perſons of the glorious Trinity, before 
the elect angels, before Chriit's ambaſſadors, and: 
before all the congregation, witneſſes thereto, 
There have been many meetings heretofore, about 
113 affair, to no effect: the world, Satan, 
and the fleſh have formerly broke off the treaty; 
forbid it, Lord, that they do it this day. O that 


the long ſpoke of match betwixt a crucified Jeſus. 
and. loſt fouls may hold at laſt. This may be the 


laſt tryſt, the laſt offer Chriſt- will. make; it may 
de now or never with you. Lay your band to your 
heart then, and confider well before you refuſe. 
Come take-another view of this beautiful Bride- 
_ groom that is in your offer, Behold how delicate his 


complexion is, He is white and ruddy ; white in re- 
ard of his innocence, ruddy in his bloody pafſion,, 


. 


how peerleſs is his perſon ! how raviſhing his beau- 
ty! how charming his voice! how ſtately his go- 
wgs! how fragrant are his garments! They ſmell 
of aloes, myrrh and caflia! Search all the world, 


vou cannot find his equal, One glimpſe of him is 


enough to raviſh men and angels; His locks are. 


Black and buſhy as the raven, bis lips are like lillies 


ercpping feet ſmelling myrrh, his legs as pillars of 


marble ſet upon ſectets of fine gold; his countenance is 
as. Lebanon, excellent as. the cedars; yea, he is alto- 
gether lovely! Now, can you refuſe ſuch. a lovely 
Perſen, eſpecially when you. think how he. loved 


WW 
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you, ſo as to ſuffer a cruel and bloody death for you, 
and to ſend his portraiture with the marks of his 
wounds to be put in your hands at his holy table, 
and all to win your heart! Come view, and remem- 
ber the many wounds he received for you, by the. 
thorns which pierced his head, by the pincers that 
pluck't his hair, by the ſcourges that tore his- back, 

by the nails that pierced his hands and feet, and by 


the ſpear that opened his fide! Surely. theſe wounds. 


do not mar his beauty to the eye of faith; nay, 
though he be all over wounded, mangled and bleed- 

ing, yet to a believer he is ſtill 2w/zza and ruddy, the. 
chiefe/t among ten-thouſand's,, fairer than all the ſans 
of men, nay, and all the ſons of God too. 

Certainly the Bridegroom: muſt be in earneſt, when. 
he comes in his marriage-robes to win backward 
hearts, when he puts on his dyed garments, and is 
red in his apparel; when he diſplays his glory, brings 
the marriage-contra®t in his hand, ſpreads it on ; 
82 and calls all Who. love him to. 
ſign it. O that many were made willing, in a day 

a his power, to go into all. the articles of this marri- 
age covenant, ſaying, my heart is now content to. 


go with the man Chriſt, that wonderful man; I 


conſent to all his terms, he is my: Lerd and my God, | 


my glorious. Immanuel; my Beloved is mine, and * 
am his, Deſt, I would know particularly what he 
requires on my part of the contract, that I may 
diitinctly cloſe with him? Auſ. He would have vou. 
1. Convinced of your ſinking and perithing ſtate, 
while you ſtand upon the old bottom of a covenant* . 


of works, and willing to leave it, and leap from it, 
and cleave to a covenant of grace, and a: borrowed 
righteouſneſs for all the ground of your hope. 


2. He would have you humbled and grieved for your | 
long ſlighting his kind offers by. your unbelief, and 


for your preferring Satan's drudgery to his ſervice, -- 
3. Give up with all other lovers, and theſe that 
| | wou 
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would rival it with Chriſt, ſuch as fin, the world, 
and the law; ſelf-righteouſneſs muſt be renounced and 
parted with ; you muit break league with all Chriſt's 
enemies. Accept of Jeſus Chriſt as your Huſ- 
band, receive him in all his offices, reſt and depend 
on him alone for righteouſneſs, ſtrength, and ſal- 
vation. 5. Give away yourſelves, ſoul and body 
to Chriſt, reſign your will to his will, and ſurren- 
der all you have to his diſpoſal. 6. Reſolve and 
vow, in Chriſt's ſtrength, to crucify ſin, and walk 
with him in all the ways of new obedience ——. 
7. Engage to. be true and faithful to your Husband, 
and never to retract.—8. Keep up the remembrance 
of your Husband's coming at the laſt day to ſolem- 
nize the marriage, and. take you home to himſelf, 
and be always in readineſs to go forth to meet him, 
The Bridegroom is ready long ſince, and will foon 
rend theſe clouds to meet you in the air, and ſend 
his angels to bring you up to. him, Therefore be ye 
alſo ready. 
O why doth he delay his coming > What ſtops the 
wheels of his chariot ? Surely it is not becauſe he 
is unready, but becauſe you are not ready. All the 
elec are not yet brought in to him, and he is deter- 
mined not to want one of them. O then be provid- 
ing for the marriage - day all proper furniture, robes, 
jewels, rings and ornaments, againſt the time that 
Chriſt and you take up houſe together in heaven, 
Be ſure to go to Chriſt for every bit of your pleniſh- 
ing, for righteouſneſs, and for all the graces of the 
Spirit. In the mean time, take home with you the. 


marriage - contract, the precious promiſes which Chriſt 
hath ſubſcribed with his blood. Be often looking in- 
to it, and viewing your Bridegroom's hand-writ and 
engagement. His writing is fair and beautiful; let 
not Satan or unbelief caſt blots upon it to deface it? 


Keep it fair and legible, and draw all your ä 
| om 
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from it; your Husband is faithful, and will keep his 


word, 


ADVICE VI. 
From Lam. 1. 12. 


Bebeld and ſee, the Lord hath afflicted me in the day 
of his fierce anger. f 

| V 71TH far better ground may chriſt make uſe 
of theſe words of his church, and call us 


to behold his ſufferings for us under the fierce anger 
of God, in the day when it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe. © 


him, and put him ta grief in our ſtead, Iſa. lin, 10. 
Many things did he ſuffer from men and devils ; but 
his afflictions and bruiſes from the immediate hand 

of God, taking vengeance for the ele&'s ſins, were 


far more heavy. His ſoul-ſufferings were the moſt- 


afflicting of all others. Let every communicant be- 
hold, fee, and conſider theſe with fuitable affections. 


Behold not only the buffetings, ſcourgings, woun- 


dings, and cruel mockings your lovely Jeſus endured: 
from men, the inſtruments of God's juſtice ; but e- 
ſpecially what he ſuffered in his ſoul by the deſertion 
or dereliction of God the Father, whereby the gra- 


cious influences and comforts from the divine to the- 


human nature of Chriſt were ſuſpended for a time, 
and a black cloud of wrath overwhelmed- him, ſo; 
that no light appeared to him; which made him cry 


out, My God, my God, why haſt thou ho prices me 
Nay, at this time he had a torrent of wrath flow- 


ing in upon his ſoul, and the moſt dreadful impreſſi · 
ons of his Father's anger, and the law's curſe, which 
fell upon him for man's ſin, when he was made a 


curſe for us, that it caſt him into a fit of ſore amaze- 


ment, conſternation and terrible agony, and into a 
ſweat of blood. The fire of wrath raging in his 
- ſoul 
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168 Chriſt ſuffering 
foul affected his body ſo, that it dried up his Arength 
and moiſture as a potiherd, and made his tongue 
cleave to his Jaws. He held his peace under all his 
ſufferings from men, and opened not his mouth; but 
when God's immediate wrath fell heavily ON ; "ng 
then he cried out: It is ſaid, He put up prayers and 
ſupplications, with ſtrong cryizg and tears, Heb. v. 
7. Yet God would not ſpare him, nor abate him 
one ſtripe or farthing of the debt; let him cry ne- 
ver ſo loud, juſtice was inexorable ; ; he muſt ſy 
to the full, | 

O can you ſee the great Immanuel ſubſtitute in your 
room or ſtead ; God acting againſt him as an inex- 
orable Judge; Jehovah running upon him as a giant, 
not only withdrawing his countenance, and all feel- 
ing of his loving-kindneſs from him, but making him 
the butt of his envenomed arrows; and not be filled 
with admiration at Chriſt's. love, and ſorrow for 
your ſins, which brought ſuch a ſtorm of wrath up- 
on him !—O how ſad were the bruiſes! How deep 
were the wounds.! How wide the gathes! and how 
heavy the blows he got from the ſwerd of juſtice for 
our ſins? The. ſword was not dull or ſleepy, but 
furbiſhed and awakened by, juſtice to rhe execution. 
O how heavy were the blows our Surety got 
from this awakened iword in the garden of Gethſe- 
mane, which made his ſoa! exceeding ſorrowful, and 
put him in a dreadful agony and bloody ſweat ! — 
Behold and ſee how patiently he drank the bitter cup 
of God's wrath for you, the poiſen whereof drank 
up his ſpirits, and made his blood to boil in his vems, 
and burſt thro? his body, clothes and all! He ſwate 
without any outward fire or heat, and bled without 
any external wound !—Behold his garments dyed red 
and the ground and graſs where he lay all bedew- 
ed with his precious blood !—Behold him broken 
with breach upon breach, till all the-ſea-billows of 


divine vengeance went over him; ſo that he _ 
e 


* 
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me ground, was covered with blood, and over- 

whelmed with wrath ! - Behold and ſee, if there be 
any ſorrow like his ſorrows !. 

It is ſaid Mark xiv. 33. He began to be PD amated 
and very heavy. Which ſhews what a load and preſ- 
ſure of wrath his ſoul lay under, that put him in an 
agony that ftill increaſed more and more, like the 
waters in Ezekiel's viſion, ſtill deeper and deeper, 
from the ancles to the knees, till they became wa- 
ters to ſwim in, yea ſwelled into an ocean that 
would have overwhelmed the whole ele& world. 


Into this ocean our bleſſed Jonah was willing to be 


thrown for our ſake, and in it he continued to ſwim 
until he brought every ele& ſoul ſafe aſhore, 
It is recorded of Abraham, when oftering his ſacri- 
fice, Gen. xv. 12. That in the evening lo an horror of 
great darkneſs fell upon him, This was verified much 
more of Chriſt in the cvening before his paſſion in 
the garden: there a terrible horror of great dark- 
neſs fell upon Chriſt's ſoul, which made him exceed- 
ing heavy, and ſore amazgd. at the proſpett of the 
ſea of wrath that was coming rolling upon him, 
while the Father was hiding his face from him. 0 
how great was the anguiſh of Chriſt's mind at this 
time, when he found himſelf preſſed and bruiſed be- 
twixt the milſtone of God's juitice and our fins ? 


Which preſſure made him ſweat without heat, and 


bleed without wound! Ah! the fire, the heat, the 
wounds were inward, even in his ſoul ! O.commu- 


nicants, behold and ſee Chriſt's ſorrows for you, no- 


thing can be more acceptable to Chriſt than often 
to meditate thereon with admiration and love. If 
any of you had loft a hand, or even a finger, in 
defending or reſcuing your friend from an enemy, 
you would expect he would be ever mindful of the 


favour, and never forget you. But O what is 


that to the ſufferings of the Son of God for you ? 
He hath lok not a * but his heart blood, yea, 


the 
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the favour and countenance of God for yeu for a 
time. He left his glorious throne in heaven, and 
ſtooped to become a man, a poor man, a man of 
ſorrows, a deſerted man, and a dead man for you, 
nay, he was willing to be made a curſe for you, and 
to take on a dreadful load of wrath upon his inno- 
cent ſoul, yea infinitely more than any damned foul 
in hell can bear; and to ſwim long in a ſea of wrath 
to fave you from perithing in it. Let the ſurpriſing 
love of Chriſt fill your foul with wonder, and kin- 
dle a flame of love in your ſoul to him. | 
Again, meditate on Chriſt's ſorrows, with deep 
ſorrow for ſin the cauſe thereof. Believe that amaz- 
ing word, Iſa. lin, 6. He was wounded for our tranſ- 
greſſions, he was bruiſed for our iniquities, Let the 
ſound of it never go out of your ears; ſay, Oh! 
my ſins were the thorns which pierced his head, the 
nails which pierced his hands, and the ſpear which 
pierced his fide. My curſed ſins put the Lord of 
life to a cruel death, they wounded him more than 
all his other enemies. When my dear Lord was in 
the garden, no Judas, no Pilate, no Jew nor Gen- 
tile was there, to cauſe his amazing horror of ſoul, 
and his fearful ſweat of blood; but, Oh, my un- 
belief, my pride, my carnality, my hypocriſy, and 
other ſins were there, and with their weight preſ- 
ſed him to the ground, and brought that agony and 
fweat upon him. Oh, that my head were waters, 
that I might weep a flood of tears for my fins ! 
Laſily, Abhor ſin as the greateſt evil, and never 
have ſlight thoughts of it any more; can you be- 
hold your agonizing Saviour under a burden of wrath, 
and hear him complaining of the burning heat and 
thirſt which the fire of juſtice created within him! , 
Can you ſee the great drops of blood ſtanding above 
his garments! Can you hear his cries and roarings 
under the bruiſes and anguiſh of his ſoul, and not 
be convinced of the evil and demerit of fin ? 24 
| : 8 | | at 
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that ſit light upon your ſoul which fat fo heavy up- 
on Chriit's ſoul? O what deſperate malignity muſt 
there be in that, which could not be expiated with- 
out ſuch a coſtly Sacrifice! Look on them as fools 
who make a ſport of ſin, which coſt the Son of God 
ſo much ſoul travel and inward horror: never 


yield any more to the temptations of fin, which colt 
ſo dear before it could be forgiven. 


ADVICE VIL 


From Mat. xxvi. 22. 


They were exceeding forrowful, aud began every ane te 
fay, Lord is it . ? | 


T was a commendable nbd of Chriſt's diſci- 

ples, before partaking of the holy ſupper, to be 
ſearching themſelves, and looking inward with a ho- 
ly ſuſpicion upon their own hearts, eſpecially when 
Chriſt had told them, there was a traitor among 
them, and at the ſame time looking up to him that 
is omniſcient, to aſſiſt them in the ſearch ,faying, Lord 
is it I! Am I the traitor? Will I betray my dear 
Lord and Saviour? Ah! every one of us have within 
us traiterous hearts to Jeſus Chriſt, and have rea- 
ſon toſuſpe ourſelves as they did; and acknowlege 
we have many enemies of Chriſt lodged in our bo- 
ſoms, ſuch as unbelief, hypocriſy, pride, malice, en- 
vy, ambition, worldlineſs, atheiſm, wandrings from 
God, backwardneſs to duty, &c. by which we have 
betrayed Jeſus Chriſt. And as the diſciples when 
ſearching themſelves were exceeding ſorrowful; ſo 
ought we before we partake: and good reaſon have 
we for it, when we reflect upon our former guilt and 
treacherous dealing with God, and when we conſider 
the preſent deceitfulneſs, and deſperate wickedneſs 
= our hearts, and that they are as ready to betray 
o Chriſt 
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Chriſt as ever; yea, that there is hypocriſy and 
treachery in otir hearts againit Chriſt which we 
have not yet difcovered, Upon all which accounts, 
we have ground with the diſciples to be exceeding 
ſorrowful. 
Nov is the time, O communicants, to ſearch and 
examine yourſelves, and to be exceeding ſorrowful 
for the many traiterous wounds you have given Chriſt 
by breaking both tables of the law, and every 
command thereof; by ſinning againſt light and 
conſcience, againſt mercies and judgments, warn- 
ings and reproofs, confeſſions and prayers. By un- 
thankfulneſs for redeeming love, neglecting goſpel - 
offers, not loving and reſting upon a CT Jeſus, 
not accounting all things lois and dung for him; 
not delighting in attending his ordinances, and in 
remembring his love in the holy ſupper, —O how 
treacherous have your hearts been to Chriſt ! how 
blood-thirſty have your ſins been againſt him, in 
preſſing him down in the garden, in nailing him to 
the curſed tree! How are you able to look to Geth- 
ſemane or Golgotha, with unconcerned hearts or dry 
eyes! Were not your fins the principal actors in that 
horrid tragedy ? Theſe, to be ſure, were the trai- 
tors, which by the hands of Judas, delivered up Je- 
ſus to be crucified : what were Pilate, the Jews or 
Romans, but the executioners of your ſins? Who 
put the ſword in juſtice hands? Who raiſed the 
tempelt of wrath againſt your Surety? Oh! it was 
your ſins, Blame none ſo muchas them; they were 
the Judas, that betrayed him, the Herod that mocked 
him, the Pilate that condemned him, and the ſoldier 
that pierced him; will you not then be exceeding ſor- 
rowful for your traiterous hearts and bloody ſins ? | 
Could they ever been guilty of a more horrid crime 
than murdering the Lord of glory? O ſhall the rocks 
about Jeruſalem rend aſunder, the earth tremble and 


| ſhake, the ſun vail its face, and the whole heavens 
ts put 
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put on a mourning habit, when Chriſt ſuffered for 
your fins? And ſhall you the criminals, who deſer- 
ved all this puniſhraent, ſtand unaffected? O what 
ſtupid hearts muſt you have, if rhey do not mourn 
for your {ins which brought on ſuch agonies upon the 
Son of God, before they could be expiated, Had 
you in your paſſion given a deadly wound to an 
poor innocent man, your heart would have bled 
for-it all your days; and will not your hearts much 
more relent for ſlaughtering the innocent Lamb of 
God ! One that never wronged you, but was always 
interpcling for you, and doing you good! | 
Remember what David ſaid to the Lord, when he 
ſaw the people deſtroyed for his fin, 2 Sam. xxiv. 17. 
Lo, 1 have ſinned and done wickedly ; but as for theſe 
ſheep, what haue they done ? In like manner ſay you. 
Lord, I have ſinned, I have done wickedly; but as 
for this ſpotleſs Lamb, what hath he done? I have 
eaten the ſour grapes, but his teeth were ſet on edge. 
O when will your heart melt, and your eyes weep, 
if not now? Never was there ſuch a moving ſight 
ſet before your eyes, as the Lord of glory pierced 
and flain by your fins, Now it is, that deep calleth 
znto deep, deep ſufferings in Chriſt for deep ſorrow 
in thee, | | 
O faith one, I defire to be grieved for my hypocri- 
ſy and treacherous dealing with Chriſt, and for fin 
that crucified him, but how ſhall I know if my ſor- 
row be of the right fort? Anſ. Examine it by ſuch 
marks as theſe, I. Godly ſorrow is accompanied with 
ſoine view of the mercy of God in Chriſt, which 
fupports the ſoul, and keeps it from deſpair, Judas 
ſorrow however deep it was, wanted this neceſſary 
ingredient. 2. If true, it will be univerſal, both 
for your own fins, and the ſins of others; for the 
ſins of the place where you live, and for theſe of the 
whole lanjl. 3. If it be right ſorrow, it will 
bring you to conſider the aggravations and heinous 
| | Q2 circum- 
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cincumſtances of your ſins, as being againſt light, 
againit. love, and agamit ſolemn engagements and 
profeſſions of friendihip, ſo as to mourn and cry 
how traiterous hath my heart been to ſo kind a 
Maſter 4. It will produce theſe ſeven happy ef- 


fects mentioned, 2 Cor. vit, 11. There it is ſaid, 


godly ſorrow for fin works, 1 Careftllneſs, that is, 
4 care to recover peace with God for what is paſt, 
and to pleaſe God for the time to come, by amend- 
ing what is amiſs, and avoiding all temptations and 
occaſions that lead to ſin. 2. Clearing of your- 
ſelves, by mourning over the ſins of other men, diſ- 
ſenting from them, and ſhowing your deteſtation 
of them. 3. Indignation againſt ſin, as the abo- 
minable thing which God hates. The heart of a 
true penitent riſes, ſwells, and boils againſt ſin. 
Then it is you are angry and ſin not, when you are 
angry at ſin, and at yourſelves for ſin.—4. Fear, 
the true penitent fears to offend God as he hath 
done; and that he may not do it, he nouriſheth a 
holy fear and awful impreſſion of the holineſs of 
God; and alſo a fear of holy jealouſy and watch- 
fulneſs over himſelf, leſt fin ſurpriſe him at any 
time, ——;. Vehement defire, fo auit, after re- 
conciliation with God through Chriſt, and after refor- 
mation of every thing amiſs, and to be entirely 
rid of all ſin. 6. Gedly ſorrow produceth zeal, 
which is an affection or grace compounded of love 
and anger, fo wif, love to God and duty, and 
anger againſt fin and every thing oppoſite to God, — 
7. Revenge, by ſeeking the utter extirpation of ſin, 
by faſting, mortifying the fleſh, and denying your- 
ſelves in ſome things lawful for a time. Ag 
way to execute this revenge againſt fm, is for 
penitents to take frequent views of the deep and 
bloody wounds which fin hath given to your dear 
Redeemer, It is written of the emperor Julius Cz- 
far, that after he was murdered m the ſenate, they 
brought 
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bronght forth his robe all beſmeared with his blood 
to the market-place, and expoſed it to open view, 
in order to awaken his friends to take revenge 
upon his enemies. This is ſurely one deſign of the 
holy ſacrament, to awaken your zeal againſt fin, 
which murdered the Lord of glory. Laſtly, 
Godly ſorrow for ſin, will drive you to Chriſt for 
help againſt fin; it will make you flee to Chriſt 
for deliverance from an ill heart, as well as from 
the wrath that ſin deſerveth; hence the apoſtle cri- 
ed, O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver mg 
from the body of this death! Rom. vii. 24. 


ADV ICS is 
From Heb. vi. 18. 


Igo have fled for refuge, to lay hold upon the bobs 
ſet before us, 


E have here a two-fold deſcription of true 
believers, which come to one; 1. They are 
fach as have fled to Chriſt as the true City of refuge. 
to ſhelter them from avenging juſtice, 2. They are 
ſuch as have by faith laid hold on Chriſt ſet before 
them in the goſpel-promiſe, as their only hope of 
ſalvation. | 
Chriſt is our Refuge-city from the curſes of the 
law which hang over us, from the avenger of blood, 
divine juſtice that purſues us, and from the devils 
which ly in wait for us. The cities of refuge un- 
der the law were ſix, but under the goſpel we have 
one better than them all. Theirs only protected the 
body from the wrath» of man; but ours doth pro- 
tect both ſoul and body from the wrath of an angry 
God. The way to it is made plain and patent, pil- 
lars are et up, Chriſt's miniſters to direct ſinners ur 
the way to it. In this bleſſed City there is ꝑrotecti- 
04 a 
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on, inſtruction, proviſion and fulneſs for all that flee 
to it. Here is all our hope of ſalvation, and it is 
in vain to hope for ſafety any where elſe. Now 
communicants, this blefled hope is ſet before you, 
come lay hold on it, and cleave faſt to it. Now the 
City is ſet on a hill, the way to it prepared, and 
the gates open: the goſpel-trumpet is ſounded, 
and proclamation made, whoſoever flees to the City, 
be his caſe what it will, ſhall in no wiſe be caſt out. 
Under the law, he that ſaw his danger, and fled 
to the city of refuge, did firmly believe there was 
ſafety and ſecurity for him by publick authority in 
that privileged place, if he could but get into it in 
time before the avenger of blood did overtake him: 
therefore he earneſtly deſired to be once within the 
gates of it, and for that end put forth His utmoſt 
vigour in running. He did not linger, halt, nor ſit 
down by the way; nor would he turn aſide to any 
crooked by-path that might lead him about, but 
keep the ſtraight and neareſt way to the city, as the 
pillars ſet up directed him. No perſuaſion of any 
man could make him look or flee to any other city, 
caſtle, or hiding place for ſafety, but to the city 
authorized by law. In like manner let every con- 
vinced ſinner, learn from this to flee to Jeſus Chriſt 
our ſafety from wrath, as the only Refuge appoint- 
ed by God for him. Look, deſire and pant earneſtly 
to be within the gates. O ſinner, run with ſpeed, 
now the gates are wide-open in the word, and in the 
facrament, Put forth your outmoſt vigour, and eſcape 
for your life: do not linger nor delay, but flee as 
one that ſees juſtice cloſe at your heels. Avoid all o- 
ther ſhelters and by- ways for relief; away with car- 
nal company, finful pleaſures, worldly mirth or di- 
verſions: nay, take no ſhelter m your own duties 
and performances; believe that none of theſe can 
{kreen or protect you from the ſword of juſtice, 5 
| | lat 
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none elſe can, but he who is the Lord our righteouſ- 
_ neſs. 

25 old, nothing could ſtop the man when flying to 
the city of refuge; had his wife and children hung 
about him, or his own heart ſuggeſted to him, will 


you leave your houſe, your garden, lands, relati- 


ons and many accomodations, and go to a ſtrange 
city and ſpend your days? He would have flung 


them all from him, and taken flight, ſaying to wife 


and children, better part with all things than part 
with my life, if you will not follow me, I mult leave 
you all behind, So let awakened ſouls flee with 
ſpeed and "reſolution to Jefus Chriſt; ſay to the 
world's profits, fins, pleaſures, Satan's allurements, 
and whatever would tempt you to ſtay behind, get 

you hence; away with every thing that would hin- 
der me from Chriſt. My Saviour and my ſoul are 
more precious to me than all the world; 
things from me and give me Chrilt, How great 
was-Jerome, one of the ancient fathers, his love to 

Chriſt? How ſtrong was his reſolution when he ſaid, 


« If my father were weeping on his knees e | 


„ me, my mother hanging about my neck behind 
me, my brethren, filters and kinsfolk howling on 
« every ſide to retain me from Chriit, I would caſt 
«* my mother to the ground, run over my father, 
« and deſpiſe all my kindred, tread all under my 
« feet and run to Chriſt,” 

O awakened ſoul, behold how Chriſt diſplays his 
love to thee in the facrament, he opens his wounds 
to be a refuge and hidding-place to thee, and calls 
aloud to thee to come and flee in thither, Turn ye, 
turn ye, why awill ye die? To whom wilt ye flee for 
help, when the avenger of blood is at your heels, 
H you flee not to Chriſt the only Refuge from wrath? 
Hills, and mountains, ſeas and depths, heaven and 
earth cannot hide thee from the ſtorm, if Chriſt doit 


not. Now you have a noble opportunity, while the- 


clef ts 


take all 
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clefts of Chriſt's wounds ftand open, and the bleſſed 
hope is ſet before you in the ſacrament, and Chriſt 
ſtretching out his hand and waiting to ſee who wilt 
riſe and flee to him! O to ſee fouls rifing in flocks, 
and flying as doves to their windows! What a plea- 
fant ſight would this be! 

O ſaith one, I cannot rife, my wings are ehre, my 
foul clogged, 1 cannot mount up. Ans. If you cannot 
mount up as with eagles wings, ſee if you can run 
to Chriſt, and knee! before him, like that young man, 
Mark x. 17. Ohfect. I find myſelf ſo burden- 
ed and heavy laden, that I cannot run, 4xfw, Then 
ſhew a willingneis to run to Chriſt; and cry, Draw 
me, and 1 will run after thee ; even a deſire to run 
will be accepted, as of thoſe in Nehem. i. 11. 
Object. But, faith one, my heart is fo dead and ſlug- 

11h, I have neither ſtrength nor will to run to 
Chriſt. Anfw, If you cannot run, then ſee if you 
can but go towards him; for we read in Jer, ii. 2. 
Theſe auh bent after bin i the wilderneſs, were ac- 
cepted of him, ——247ea. Alas, faith one, I am fo 
weak and feeble, I cannot go. Anſw. Then endea- 
vour to creep and move towards him as you ean.— 

Object. But I am ſo lame and impotent both in hands. 
and feet, that I cannot creep or move. Anſau. If 
you cannot move to Chriſt, then look to him as the 
Iſraelites did when ſtung with fiery ſerpents. Chriſt 
calls every feeble ſoul to do it, Ifa. xlv. 22. Loox 
unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the earth; 
and would you have Chriſt come any lower than a 
| look? O look up to Jeſus as lifted up upon the pole 

of the croſs, for all nations to behold him, —037ecdt, 
My eyes are dim, the croſs far off; Jeruſalem, where. 
it was ſet up, is ont of fight. Anfew. The pole of 
the goſpel and of the ſacrament, on which Chriſt is 
now lifted up, is near hand; look up to him thereon, 
and be ſaved.— Object. Saith one, I am ſo burdened 


with guilt, I cannot lift up wine eyes, nfo. Toms 
J 
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ly low before him like the humble publican, who was 
7 10 burdened, that he was aſhamed to lift up his eyes 
to heaven, and under a deep ſenſe of his vileneſs, 
eried, God be merciful to me a finner, and ſo doing 
was accepted: in like manner humble yourſelf be- 
fore a merciful Redeemer, and plead his promiſe, 
Matth. xi. 28. Truſt his word for eaſe and reſt to 
your burdened foul. 


ADN e 


2227 Fobn i W 14. 
Even ſo muſt the Son of man be Mae up. 


\HE lifting up of the brazen ſerpent upon a 

pole, to heal ſerpent- ſtung Ifraelites, was 
a type of the lifting up of Chriſt on the croſs, to 
heal convinced ſinners of their wounds by ſin. 
As there was but one brazen ſerpent for healing the 
whole camp of Iſrael; ſo Chriſt crucified is the only 
Remedy and Saviour for a loſt world. He muſt 
be lifted up; his dying on the croſs was as necefary 
to fulfil his engagements from eternity to be our 
Surety ; he mult be offered up as a Sacrifice to atis- 
ty divine juſtice for the ſins of men, ſeeing nothing 
elſe could do it. Though Chriſt's engagement to 
ſuffer for us was entirely voluntary at firit ; yet hav- 
ing once undertaken, it became neceſſary for him 
to be lifted up. And glory to him that would not 
go back from his word, however great his ſuſter- 
ings were, 

Come then, O communicants, behold and 1 
der, with ſuitable thoughts and affections, your 
lifted up Jeſus dying on the croſy, After he had 
borne the heavy croſs on his bleeding ſhoulders up 
mount Calvary, this croſs muſt next bear him upon 
the top of the mount, being firſt nailed to it, Le 
lifted 
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lifted up with it. Come, ſee how this was done; 
behold the croſs- tree laid down upon the ground, 
and the Lord Jeſus ſtript naked, laid on his back, 
with hands and feet ſtretched out upon the tree, 
that they might take the meaſure of his body, arid 
mark the holes for the nails! and lo, they take the 
meaſure longer than the truth, that they might both 
crucify and rack him at once, till his bones ſhould 
go out of joint: ſo the croſs was a rack as well as 
a death Our firſt parents ſtretched forth their 
guilty hands to take the forbidden fruit from the 
tree ; therefore our glorious Saviour did willingly 
| ſtretch forth his innocent hands to be nailed to the 
tree, to ſatisfy for their guilt.——Come ſee four big 
nails driven into his hands and feet, the moſt ſinewy 
and ſenſible parts of his body, and faſtened to the 
tree; apply your ear, and hear the hideous ſound 
of the hammers knocking in theſe nails! Oh, your 
ſins were the hammers that did it, mourn for them. 
Come next and ſee the Lord of glory, when nailed 
faſt to the tree, lift up with it on high, and made to 
ſtand upright to the view of all the world! And, 
then the foot of the tree let fall down with violence 
into the deep hole they had digged to faſten it, 
which fall did unſpeakably increaſe his torments, 
and rend the four wounds made by the nails. Thus 
his own weight became his torture, ſtill wid ning 
the wounds more and more, till all his precious 
blood ſtreamed out at them. Behold your great 
Immanuel lift up on a croſs betwixt heaven and 
earth, as if he had been unworthy of a place in ei- 
ther, hanging betwixt two thieves, as if he had been 
the greateſt malefactor of the three | O what a ſpec- 
tacle was your Redeemer to both heaven and earth 
when thus lifted up! An aſtoniſhment to angels! 
A deriſion to the wicked! Compunction to belie- 
vers! but a Sacrifice acceptable to the juſtice of his 
eternal Father Look on this moving 1 2958 
| cle 
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cle with deep ſorrow for fin that faſtened him to the 
tree, and made him hang en theſe tormenting nails 
for ſeveral hours without comfort inward or out- 
ward ! No way could he turn tor eaſe, being fixed 
to the tree; if he ſtirred his bleſſed body at all, he 
was tormented afreſh by the wounds of his hands 
and feet, on which the whole weight of his body 
did hang; if he moved his head, which had the 
crown of thorns on it, the thorns would but pierce 
into it the deeper ; yet for all this he complained 
not; no groan or ſigh was heard from him, but 
what he offered up to God for your fins ! 

When the Son of man was thus lifted ap, obſerve 
how.the ſtreams of his precious blood run down to 
the ground, and ſtood in a little pool at the foot 
of the croſs, until the earth drank it up. Let this 
ſight affect your hearts, and open all the ſprings 
of ſorrow for ſin that pierced him. Sit down at the 
foot of the croſs, and receive this ſacred blood, as 
it falls, upon your hard hearts; let it drop on them, 
until it make them as ſoft as the ground it fell on. 
Let it drop on all the ſores and wounds of your ſouls, 
for it is the balm that muſt heal them. 
Obſerve alſo the great extant of Chriſt's ſufferings | 
at this time, they reached to all the parts of his. 
body, and to all the powers of his ſoul: he ſuffered 
in all his ſenſes; his ſeeing, with the ſcornful ge- 
ſtures of enemies; his hearing, with their'ſcoffs and 
blaſphemies ; his ſmell, with the noiſome ſtench of 
Golgotha; his taſte, with gall and vinegar ; his 
feeling, with the piercing nails and thorns. Behold 
his hands, that were till beſtowing bleſſings, now 
fixed with nails; his feet that walked in God's ways, 
now digged thro'; his bowels, that yearned for ſin- 
ners, now ſhrunk and dried up; his lips. that ſpoke 
as never man ſpoke, now ſwollen with blows. Now 
he ſuffered on the croſs till is ffrength was dried up 

like a potſherd, and his tongue cleaved to his jaws ; 
| | the 
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the fire of God's wrath ſcorched him inwardly, 
which made him cry out, I thirſt, His enemies 
mingled, at this time, a cup of vinegar and gall to 
him, which he refuſed ; but, glory to him, he re- 
fuſed not the cup which his Father mingled to him, 
though filled with wrath and curſes: this he drank 


for us, though it filled his whole ſoul with anguiſh, 


and made him roar and complain of his Father's de- 
ſerting him: the arrows of the Almighty, were awith- 
in him, the poiſon whereof drank up his ſpirit. Amidſt 
theſe fearful ſufferings, our lifted up Jeſus expired, 
willingly offering up himſelf, on the croſs, a pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice for us. 

O believers, did Chriſt life up himſelf as a willing 
Sacrifice for you on the croſs: ſee then to lift up the 
gates of your ſouls to receive in this Saviour let him 
have a joyful welcome into your ſouls, and give him 
the beſt entertainment, the beſt affections, and the 
beſt ſervice. Did he willingly ſtretch out his arms 
to be nailed to the croſs for you? Then be not un- 
willing to ſtretch out the arms of faith to embrace 
him; but ſee to embrace him wholly in all his offices, 
of Prophet, Prieſt and King; be willing to be taught, 
ſaved, and ruled by him. Was Chriſt lifted UP on 
the croſs (as the brazen ſerpent was lift up in the 
wilderneſs) for healing all the tings and wounds gi- 
ven us by {in and Satan? O then look up to him with 
the eye of faith for healing. This is the great Remedy 
of God's contriving and providing, put ſtrong con- 
fidence in it, and look to it with hope and expecta- 
tion: never miſtruſt the virtue of God's Remedy, 
nor deſpair of healing from it, however deep your 
ſtings, or large your wounds be : for Chriſt was 
lifted up to be a Remedy for the chief of finners, 1 


Tim. i. 15. and none ever periſhed that looked to 


him — Was Chriſt willing to be lift up to ſuffer for 
you? Then let your hearts be lift up to ſerve and o- 
* — like king * whoſe heart was lift 
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0h in the ways of the Lord, 2 Chron, xvii. 6. Lift 
up your heart with your voice in his praiſe; ſpeak 
of the glorious honour of his Majeſty, and make 
known his mighty acts: obey his commands, and 
particularly his dying command; to remember him 
at his table, with activity and delight: go with 
{ift up hearts to a communion-table to remember 
him, that went fo willingly to be lift up on a bloody. 
croſs for you. The ancient exhortation to commu- 
nicants was, SURSUM CORDA, TIS up your 
hearts to meet with a lift up Jeſus. 


ADVICE N 
From Exod. xiv, 15. 


5 Speak unto the children of Ifrael, that they 
20 s forward. — 


HIS is the anfwer of Moſes's prayer for iſrael 

when in a great ſtrait at the red-ſea. It is 
faid, he cried to God, yet we read not of one word 
he ſpake: he only lift up his heart to God, whe 
well underſtands the language of the heart. Moles's 
ſilent prayers of faith prevailed more with God, 
than Iſrael's loud outcries of fear. A believing 
communicant may, in a ſtrait, cry to God, inpray- 
er, without ſpeaking a word, ſo did Moſes here for 
fainting Iſrael, When they came aut of the land 
of bondage, and fled from Pharaoh's tyranny, the 
Lord ordered them to march toward the ſea; but 
now when they are near to1it, and ſee Pharaoh's mi ighty 
army purſuing, and cloſe at their heels, they are in 
a great (trait what courſe to take; they think cer- 
tainly they muſt turn either to the right or left 
hand to make their eſcape from Pharoah; no, faith 
God, ſpeak to them to go ſtill forward, as ſtraight 
towards the ſea, as if they ſaw a fleet of tranſport 
R ſhips 
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ſhips there waiting to*take them in. o mi ight they 
think, This is a hard command, Go forward, when 
eve ſee nothing but the deep devouring ſea before 
us; as good go back tothe Egyptians, or ſtand till 
« until they come up and put us to the ſword, as 20 
« forward into the ſea and be drowned : will the 
% deep ſea have any more Mercy on us. than the 
e cruel Egyptians,” But, faith the Lord, make 
no objections, aſk no queſtions, let the people go 

forward, obey my command, and truſt me e with their 
lives. 


Obſerve here, O timorons communicant, o doubt- 


ing believer, when you are in fears and ſtraits with 

| reſpect to the management or ſucceſs of your duty, 
. you are to ſet yourſelves to obey God's command, 
| go forward in the uſe of means, with a ſincere heart, » 
and leave the event to God. You may poſſibly, at 


children of Iſrael, when at the brink of the red-ſea, 
and their hearts in great perplexity, ready to fink 


themſelves, how ſhall ſuch a vile black unworthy 
\ creature go forward to the red-ſea of Chriſt's blood, 
who hath both ſpilt it and deſpiſed it? How-ſhall I, 
after all venture to go forward, to waſh or bath my 
unclean ſoul in it? Well, it is God's plain command 
to you to ge forward to ĩt, however heavy loaden you 
be with guilt, ſee 1 John iii. 23. Mat. xi. 28. John 
i. 29. others as vile and black have obeyed his com- 
mand, have gone forward to this red-ſea, and been 
waſhed in it, ſee 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10, 11. yea, we read, 
Acts ii. 36. of three thouſand of theſe who actually 
embrued their hands in this blood, who were waſh- 
ed by it. How wonderful is its virtue! It is able to 
take away the fins of a whole world, and much 
more the ſins of a few; therefore do not, O ſinner, 
rebel againſt God' $ command any TW 
F 


this time, be brought to the ſtraitning caſe of the 


within them for fear. Some may be ſaying within 


Again. 


_— 
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Again, conſider what is God's ſpecial command 


to thee at this time, namely, Do this in remembrance 
of me; his precept is plain and exprels to keep up 
the memory. of his love to loſt men. Can you think 
to look on his face with comfort at the laſt day; if 
you have no pleaſure to remember him now : ſurely 
his preſence will be terrible then to thoſe, to whom 
his memory 1s not delightful now, But you may 
have ſtraits and difficulties about this day. O, faith 
one, My ftrait is great, I know not what to do; 

«© whether to ſtay back from God's holy table, or 
*« go forward: If I ſtay back, I diſobey my dying 
* Saviour's command, to lhew forth his death in 
this manner: if I go forward unworthily, 1 con-. 
tract the guilt of his body and blood, and eat 
„ and drink my own damnation. Alas, What ſhall 
© do? my need of Chriſt and his blood i is ſo great, 

« cannot think of ſtaying back; and yer my pre- 
v6 paration is ſo little, I know not how to go for- 
„ award, Ah! my unworthineſs is great, how 


 * ſhall I go to the table of ſo great a King in the 


6 ſtate and caſe I am in, 1o vile, fo ſinful, ſo indif- 
«poſed, ſo hard-hearted ? If the woman that had 
the bloody iſſue feared ſo much to come and touch 
* the hem of Chriit's garment; how much more 
„may I, who am full of the running, iſſues of fin, 
4 fear to go forward to touch the facred ſymbols of 
* his body and blood, and put my hand into his 
% wounds, and feel the print of the nails?” Come 

then, unworthy as you are, obey Chriſt's command, 
and venture your foul in his hand: ' go forward with 
all the preparation you can attain to, deeply ſenſible 
of your own vileneſs, and humbled for your ſhort- 
comings, truſting i in the worthineſs of the Lamb that 
was ſlain to anTwer for your unworthinefs, in his blood 
to waſh away your pollution, and in his ſtrength to- 
help your weakneſs. Venture forward, ſaying, like 
Fhoſhaphat, Lord, I have no ability, 3 no might for 
. [this. 
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this great ordinance, neither know I what to do; 
but my eyes are unto thee, it is in thy name, in thy 
ſtrength, and at thy command, that I go forward 
* to remember a dying Jeſus at his holy — Lord 
*« put on me the wedding garment, prepare, re- 
* ceive, and welcome me.” : 
Object, Some may ſay, they are only the children 

ef Iſrael, who, in the text, are bid go forward; and 
we are afraid we are none of theſe, —— nf, All are 
bidden, without exception, come to ; Fea, e- 
ven the ſtout-hearted are called to go to him. Now, 
if you come to Chriſt, it will be a 3 proof of your 
being Iſrael's children, and among theſe who are bid 

£9 forward, Miniſters indeed have a ſpecial commiſ- 
4 to ſpeak to the children of Iſrael, that they 
go forward to this table; whoever ſtay back, they 
__ not. | 


. Who are theſe that may be numbered a- 

” Iſrael's children, or the ſeed of Jacob? Anf. 

9 5 The children of Jacob or Iſrael, if they be of the 
true kind, will be like their father, particularly in 
theſe things; 1. Jacob was a great wreſtler with 
God in prayer, and hence he got the name of Iſrael, 
he wept and made ſupplications at Bethel, and pre- 
_vailed as a Prince with God, which is the meaning of 
the name of IFael, Now, if you be wreſtlers with 
God, you are Iirael's children, and called to go for- 
need. —2. Jacob was a plain man; ſo he 3 

Gen. xxv. 27. that is a ſingle hearted man : it was 

by this character that Chriit deſcribes a true Ifraelite, 
John i. 47. .Sehold an Ifrazlite indeed, in whom is 

#9 guile, Now, if you ſtudy godly ſincerity, and 

plain dealing in your behaviour both to God and 
man, you are Iſrael's children, and called to go for- 
ward. 3. Jacob had faith in Chriſt, and believing 
views of him as the glorious Shiloh; he waited for 

his coming, drew his comfort from it, and rejoiced 

in the gathering of the people from him: if it be ſo 

with you, then we bid you go forward, he ot | 

ra 


Rediſca of Chris Bind 187 


rael and his children were God's covenanted people: 
they chuſed God for their God, and gave themſelves 
up to him: if it be ſo with you, you are Iſrael's chil-- 
dren, go forward, 5. Jacob was zealous for re- 
formation, both with reſpect to himſelf and his fa- 
mily, and cauſed them put away all their idols, 
cleanſe themſelves, and change their garments, when 
going to renew covenant with God, Gen. xxxv. 2. 
Now, if you ſtudy ſincerely to follow his exæmple, 
you are among the children of Iſrael, to whom God 
warrants miniſters to ſpeak, and bid them go for- 
ward to his table, Now, if you have any of the 
foreſaid five characters, in Chriſt's name we can pro- 
miſe you welcome to his table. Go forward to it 
then with hearts burning with love to Chriſt and to 
his people; go with thankfulneſs and praiſe to God 


for providing ſuch a Saviour and ſpiritual feaſt for 
you; and go with hunger and thirſt to partake of 


it. Gs forward with humility and ſelf-denial, re- 
nouncing all confidence in your preparations and per- 
formances, and depending only upon * medi 
ation for e with N 


ADVICE AI. 


CC 


From Jobn i u. 
And. T , If I be lifted up from the earth, will fo w_ 


Es unto Mes. 


8 the ſacrifiees als the Re were leaved and 

lifted up before the Lord; ſo Chriſt the Anti- 
type muſt be lifted up on the eroſs as the atoning Sa- 
erifice for our ſins. The Jews were not more wil 
ling to lift him up, than he was to lift up himſelf; he 
rea.*.y undertook to be lift up, Lo; I come, ſaid he; 
he willingly carried his croſs to the place, that he 


night be lift up on it. He diſſuades the women to» 
5 ä 
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188 A liſt-up Jefus dying, and 
weep for him, Why? Becauſe l am going tobe lift vp 
2 Sacrifice to juſtice for your ſins, and to draw your 
fouls unto. me, 5 
Que. But how doth he draw all men, when Sa- 
tan keeps many ſtill faſt in bis grips? Anſo. Chriſt 
was lifted up to obtain drawing offers and invitati- 
ons to all men without exception, and accordingly 
'gives drawing calls to all men in his word; and if 
they be not drawn to him it is their own fault. But 
though many be called, and multitudes flock to the 
word; yet there are none effectually drawn to Chriſt 
but the ele&t; and theſe may be called all men, as 
they are gathered out of all nations, kindreds and 
languages, ages, fexes and qualities, All men, 
Gentiles as well as Jews: all ſorts of men, ſinners 
of all fizes, greater as well as lefler. Que. But 
how doth the lifting up of Chriſt draw ſinners effectu- 
ally to him? Anſau. By the merit of his lift up Sa- 
.crifice he obtained the removal of all hindrances of 
their coming to him, ſuch as the guilt of their fins, 
the enmity of their natures, the power of their cor- 
ruptions, their unbehef, hardneſs, blindneſs and diſ- 
couraging fears, And likewiſe by it he purchaſed all 
the means requiſite for drawing men to him, ſuch as 
the preaching of the goſpel, ſanctified rods, the 
grace of faith, and, above all, powerful influ- 
ences of the holy Spirit. As Chriſt was lifted up on 
the croſs, ſo he muſt be allo lift up on the pole of the 
goſpel, for drawing ſinners to him. Thus the bra- 
zen ſerpent was lift up in the wilderneſs, for draw- 
Ang the ſtung Iſraelites about it, and it proved moſt 
effectual for that end; ſo a crucified Jeſus held out, 
and evidently ſet forth in the goſpel, as he was lift- 
ed upon a bloody croſs, with his pierced hands 
ſtretched out to embrace loft ſinners, is ſurely the 
moſt attractive and drawing fight in he world. 
This wonderful Loadſtone hath drawn thouſands of 
hard iron hearts to it at once, A natural loadſtone 
- though 
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though it draw iron to it; yet it may be drawn away 
from it again: but a crucified Chriſt draws the heart 
ſo powerfully and cloſely to him, that they can ne- 
ver be ſeparated again. Never was there ſuch a draw- 
ing engine in the world as this! A lift up ſtandard 
or enſign draws numbers of ſcattered ſoldiers unto 
it, but it is ſeen by few: but a crucified Jeſus lift up in 
the goſpel is an Enſign to draw great multitudes in dif- 
ferent nations under the banner of his love, Iſa. xi. 
10. The firſt experiment that was made of its vir- 
tue in Jeruſalem by the apoſtle Peter, 3000 ſouls 
were drawn to Chriſt at once, and after that many 
nations that knew him not, did run unto him. Come 
then, O ſinners, admire and experience the power 
of this lift up Enſign; let your iron hearts be drawn 
by this Loadſtone; it hath loſt nothing of its virtue 
to this day, Thouſands of hearts in other places dq. 
Kill feel its power: we are ſometimes refreſhed with 
the welcome news of their being drawn off from the + 
vanities . of time, and the love of fin, to glorious 
Chriſt : why then do not your hearts aHo yield to 
the power of this bleſſed Loadſtone, Chrilt crucified 
Eft up in the word and ſacrament ? It hath the ſame. 
virtue here as elſewhere, were but the. eyes of faith 
opened to behold it, according to that alluring call, 
Ma. xv. 22... | 
When Chriſt was lift up on the croſs, his face 


vas turned to the Gentiles, for the Jews out of ma- 


lice (as ſeveral write) would have him crucified with 
his face toward the welt, as reckoning him unwor- - 
thy to look to the temple and holy city that ſtood 
on the eaſt ſide of mount Calvary ; but Chriſt had a 
Toving deſign. in it to us Gentiles, and to accompliſh 
that word, Pſal. lxvi. 7. His eyes behold the nati- 
ons. Behold, O ſinners, Chriſt turned his face to 
you on the croſs to draw you unto him; there he 
bowed his head toward you to draw you; there he 
opened a cleft in his fide to draw you; there thus - 


Igo A lift-up Jeſus dying, and 
and water flowed from his heart to draw you to- 
him! And now he hath ſent his word and Spirit to 
draw you; now he diſplays his blood and wounds 
in the ſacrament to draw you; now he is caiting his 
cords of love about your hearts to draw you to 
him; now the devil is holding and Chriſt &rawing; 
Chriſt and the devil are now ſtruggling for your 
hearts; the eyes of many are on you, the eyes 
of the glorious Trinity, the eyes of angels, the eyes 
of mini:ters and ſaints are on you, to ſee what the 
iſſue of the combat thall be, which of them {hall 
gain the prize, Satan indeed is the ſtrong man, but 
glory to God, Chriſt is ſtronger than he, O that he 
may prevail, the heart is his by right, ſurrender it 
to him without delay. He will not enter without 
your conlent ; his people mult all be made willing 
in the day of bis power, Oh, if the will were once 
conquered, the day were Chriit's, and the held were. 
won for ever, 

Would you then have Satan defeat, your biaſſed 
will overcome, and your ſouls ſavingly brought to 
Chriſt, O look up and cry for a draught of Chrit's 
power, You have neither itrength nor wilt to come 
to a crucified Chriit, unlets he draw you. Ordinances 
or providences cannot draw you; the word or-iacra- 
ments cannot draw you. Judgments or mercies can- 
not do it; yea neither miniſters nor angels can draw. 
your dead and heavy hearts. O. then look beyond 
them al! to a lift-up Immanuel; Draw me, Lord, and. 
f will run after thee. The ordinance you have in 
view can never be a drawi ing ordinance, if Chriſt put 
not forth his virtue with it; the ſacrament will be 
lifeleſs, and the adminiftatort lifeleſs, if Chriſt draw 
you not. The moſt powerful ſermons, the moſt al- 
luring calls will all be loſt; if he draw not. You will 
fit ill in the Sodom of a natural and ' wrathful 
ſtate, if he draw not; you will die in your fins, if he 

draw not; you will be eternally damned, if Chriſt draw 
REL, | | pe | your 
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you not to him. You can never overcome the ſtrong 
and ſubtile temptations Satan caſts in your way, you 
can never deny ſelf, forſake beloved luſts, renounce 
' juſtification by works, quit all confidence in your 
own doings, go naked and empty to Chriſt, be con- 
tent to live wholly upon his righteouſneſs, and re- 
ceive grace, life, ſtrength and glory as a free gift 


from Chriſt, without the drawing virtue of a lift-up 


Saviour. Oh, if you were once acquainted with 
this drawing power, you might go with comfort 
to his table, and feed upon his purchaſe. | 
Queſt. How ſhall I know, if I have yet been drawn 
effectually to a lift-up Jeſus ? 
Anſ. Try it by theſe marks: have you diſcovered 


his matchleſs excellency ſo as to draw off your heart 


from ſin and the periſſing things of the world? 
Have you felt the cords of his love about your heart 
and will, conſtraining you to yield yourſelf wholly 
to him? Is your heart drawn out in love and affec- 
tion to a crucified Chriſt above all things, ſo that 
the defire of your ſoul is to him and the remem- 
brance of his name? Are you growing {till liker to 
him, more holy, more humble, meek, and heavenly- 
minded? Nearneſs will breed likeneſs. Are you 
troubled for diſtance from Chriſt, when at any time 
you are dawn off him by ſin, Satan, the world's 


allurements? Are you drawn to duty with a view 


of enjoying his preſence thereia? In the mean time 
are you drawn off from reſting on duties, or putting 
any attainments in Chriſt's room? Then you may 
conclude your heart is effectually drawn by a lift - up 


Saviour; and ſo may, with holy confidence and joy, 


draw near to him in the ſacramental TER 
and hold communion with him there. 
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192 Behold the Lamb. . 


N Deer, im. 
From John i. 36. Xix. 5. 


Hebold the Lamb of God. Behold the Man. 


Communicants, both John and Pilate call you 
to behold Chritt ſuffering and facrificed for 


vou, and which is more, the Spirit of God calls you 


to this duty alſo. Let each one of you then ſay with 
Moſes, Exod, iii. 3. {will now turn aſide, and ſee this 
great ſight. A great ſight indeed! For though he be 
called a Lamb, and a Man, he is alſo God, God in 
human nature 3 g. bleeding and dying, a great 
and a wonderful ſight! All the perſonsof the glorious 
Trinity call you to behold it, Iſa. xl, 1.—XlV. 22. 

John i. 29. Draw then as near as poſſible, that you 
may get a good view of it; ſtand not at a diſtance 
like thoſe who followed him from Galilee to the croſs, 


of whom it is ſaid Luke xxiii. 49. They ſtood afar 


off beholding theſe things, Do not now ſtand afar 
off, nor take a far off look of a crucified Chriſt, but 


come cloſe to him by faith and take a near and fav- , 
ing look of him, as he calls you, Iſa. xlv. 22. Look 


unto me and be ſaved; I am God, and there is no Sa- 
viour beſide me; O then turn not your back or thoul- 
der to him, look not aſquint to him, look not by him 
to other things; but look with a broad, ſtraight 
and ſteady look unto him. The Man Chriſt Jefus 


is the Lamb of God, appointed by him to be 


ſacrificed to make atonement for our ſins, and to 
purchaſe pardon, life and ſalvation to us: and 
looking to him by faith is the great mean of ſecuring 
and applying the bleſſings of his purchaſe to us. And 
in a ſpecial manner he calls us to look n him in 


his ſufferings for us. Behold me, behold me! 


Behold the ſuffering Man, a Man of ſorrow in- 
deed ! And particularly ; behold him entering upon that 
$cariul ſcene in the garden of Gethſemane, when he 


began 


© Behold the Man. = 
began to fear, turn ſorrowful, and very heavy; when 
he was ſore amazed, fell into an agony and bloody 
ſweat, and cried out, My ſoul is exceeding ſorrouful 
even unto death! O what was it that made your Sa- 
viour ſo heavy, but the dead weight of the elect's 
fins, with the law's heavy curſes annexed to them? 
Oh, your ſouls were exceeding guilty, which made 
his ſoul exceeding heavy. Behold and ſee your ſor- 
rowful Redeemer falling into a fearful agony, and, 
while in it, falling down ſometimes on his knees, 
and ſometimes on his face, praying once, praying a- 
gain, and praying the third time, until he is quite 
overwhelmed with wrath and covered with his own 
blood! Behold the ſorrowful Man with the great 
drops of blood ſtanding above his garments for your 
fins, and bedewing the ground! See Jehovah now 
acting againſt him, as an inexorable Judge, runnin 
on him as a giant, and making him the butt of his 
envenomed arrows !-——Behold him in this agony 
making his moan to his diſciples, who could make 
no help to him ; for neither they nor the angels in 
heaven durſt touch his load, nor taſte his cup: yea, 
he got not ſo much as ſympathy from his diſciples, 
they fell aſleep when he was at the worſt, and left 
him in his agony to ſtruggle and tread out the wine- 
preſs alone! O be not idle ſpectators of your Savi- 
our's agony, but let your ſouls be exceedingly affect- 
ed with Chriſt's ſoul-ſafferings for your ſouls fins. 
Behold the Man Chriſt betrayed and ſold for a lit- 
tle money, apprehended and bound with cords like 
a thief, and bound faſt, as Judas bade, yea ſo faſt (as 
ſome ſay) that the blood burſt out of his tender 
hands! O can your heart or eyes hold to ſee thoſe 
hands that made the heavens, wrung together and 
| bruiſed with hard cords! To fee him bound as a pri- 
ſoner, that came to ſet the priſoners free. But had not 
the cords of your Redeemer's love held him faſter 
than the cords of his enemies, though they had been 
; cables 


194 Behold the Man. 
cables or chains, they could not have kept him; but 


is love to you made him a willing priſoner \— Behold 


the man blindfolded, mocked, buffeted and abuſed for 
you! Bebold him ſtript naked and ſcourged ! Behold 
him that clothes the lilkes of the field, that made 
coats of ſkins to clothe our firſt parents, now ftript 
and unclothed himſelf! He is ſtript naked, that you 


might not be found naked at God's bar! He is ſtript 


of his robes, that he might provide a robe of righ- 
teouſneſs to cover your nakedneſs.—Behold the man 


ſcourged by Pilate, and that above meaſure, thinking 


thereby to ſave his life; but as the Jews were not ſa- 
tisfied therewith, ſo neither was infinite juſtice ſatis- 
fied; ſo that his life mult go, and the Man Chriſt is 


| willing i it ſhould ; willingly did he give his back to 


the ſmiters, that you might be freed from the ever- 
laſting laſhes of God's — in hell! Behold every 
part of his bleſſed body torn and wounded by ſcour- 
gings becauſe every part of you was wounded by ſins; 
and his ſtripes were the only cure for your wounds, 
Behold the Man with a platted crown of thorns 
on his bleſſed head, with the {harp points turned in- 
ward, and theſe beat into his head with a ſtaff, till 
all his head is but as one wound, from whence 8 new 
ſhower of blood ran down his neck for you! You 
may be ready to cry, Fy on the Jews, or fy on the. 
ſoldiers that uſed our Saviour ſo; but rather cry, Fy 
on your ſins that did worſe to him, theſe platted the 
crown of thorns and crucified him too. Behold the 


Lamb of God now willingly caught in the thickets, 


like the ram, to be ſacrificed in your room, when 
you were bound like Iſaac for that end. Behold him 


willing to wear a crown of pain and ignominy, that 


you. might wear a crown of glory and renown; 
willing to be diſgraced and affronted, that you might 
be honoured 5 exalted: willing to let a Barrabas, 
the vileſt malefactor in all jeruſalem, be preferred be- 
fore him, that you micht be preferred to a room a- 

mong 
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wong God's children. Behold the Man, aſter all 
theſe ſufferings, put to bear the heavy croſs on his 
ſore wounded ſhoulders, a heavy load indeed with 
the elect's ſins and laws curſes faſtened to it; yet 
he bears without complaint till his ſtrength is ſpent; 
and he is ready to faint under the burden, ſo that an- 
other muſt help! Oh, it was not the weight of the 
tree that made him faint, he had a greater burden to 
bear than ten thouſand worlds, even the infinite 
"wrath of God due to the elect's fins ! O can you be- 
hold this ſight with dry eyes : 
Behold the Man brought to Golgotha, nailed tothe 
tree, lifted up, and drinking out the bitter dregs of 
the cup of wrath thereon, till ac length he yielded 
himſelf priſoner to death by bowing his head, giv- 
ing death his orders to execute his commiſſion, and 
carry him off the ſtage ! Behold and wonder at the 
fight, the Lord of life death's taken priſoner !—0 
man, car thou itand and ee the Lamb of God ſlain 
in thy roo, and for thy ſins, and not be affected! 
Write that man a beaſt, a ſtone, a lump of earth, 
that can be ſenſeleſs ſtupid and unconcerned at ſuch a 
fight! O bluſh and be aſhamed, O mail, at thy ſtu- 
pidity, when the dead earth and rocks about ſeru- 
ſalem quaked and reut at the ſufferings you now he- 
hold repreſented in the ſacrament. O curſe.l fin 
| (which many make light of) that could not be ex- 
piated by any other ſacrifice, than that of our Imma- 
nuel, the Lamb of God, the Man Chriſt jeſus? O 
behold the Man, and tremble at fin, the accurſed 
thing that murdered the Son of God, the Man that 
is God's Fellow, the Man that is infinitely preferable 
to a million of worlds full ef men and angels too. 
O that men would always look on fin in the glaſs 
of the agonies andi ſufferings of the man Chriſt, that 
they might be filled with horror at it, as at hell it- 
1 Nays in ſeveral Ne lin 4 is a CIO evil than 
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196 Stand ſtill and ſee 

Let every communicant, every Chriſtian come and 
behold the glorious Son of God, with the greateſt 
love and admiration, who for our ſakes was willing 
to become a man, and God's Lamb to be ſacrificed 
for the ſins of men. O let his name jeſus be always 
to you as precious ointment poured forth, and let 
the remembrance of his love inflame your ſouls with 
a vehement indignation againſt ſin, and a burning 
affection to the Lamb of God, the man Chrift, that 
was willing to ſtruggle in bloody agonies, and bleed 
to death on the curſed tree to deliver you from ly- 
ing in hell for ever! O what can we render to him 
for his free love, amazing and unſpeakable love! O 
that we could ſpend our whole lives in admiring his 
love, and contemplating his beauty, and were there- 
by made meet in ſome meaſure for the exerciſe of the 
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From Job xxxvii. 14. 
Stand ſtill, and conſider ns wondrous works of Ged. 


HE works of God, being 8 do well 
| deſerve our molt ſerious conſideration ; but ſo 
wavering are our minds, we cannot conſider thema - 
right, unleſs we ſtand ſtill and compoſe ourſelves for 
that end. This advice doth Elihu give to Job in the 
text, and Moſes give to the das: of Iſrael, Exod, 
xiv. 13.—Al-God's works are wondrous and highly 
worthy of our obſervation, as his works of creation 
and providence; and more eſpecially his works of 
redemption and of grace, as they are made known to 
us in the goſpel diſpenſation, and particularly in the- 
ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper,——Here God calls 
you to ſtand till, and conſider, his wondrous work 
of redeeming wiſdom and * in faving fallen 
ſinners, 
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finners. The work of creation is indeed moſt won- 
derful and ſtupenduous; but his work of redemption 
is far more coſtly and ſurpriſing: the one coſt him 
but a word of his power, but the other coſt him the 
death of his Son: the one is but the work of his 
fingers, Pſal. viii. 3. the other is the work of his 
arm, Luke i. 5 1. Much of the divine wiſdom and 
power is diiplayed in making us men, but much more 
in making us ſaints; by the one we have but a ſhort 


mortal lite, but by the other an eternal and immor- 
tal life. God's works of redemption and of grace 


will be the admiration of ſaints and angels o all e- 


ternity, Rev. v. 12,—xv, 
Come then, and behold theſe avi of the Lord, 
as they are ſet forth before you in the word and fa- 
* Come and ſee God from all eternity paſ- 
ſing by angels, and pitching his love upon poor ruin- 


ed ſinners of Adam's family, and contriving their 


redemption by the incarnation and death of his dear 
Son, while he paſſed by the angels that fell Come 
and ſee the glorious Son of God undertaking, in the 
council of peace, to become Surety to pay our debt, 
and ſatisfie juſtice for the injury our ſins did to God's 
glory !——Behold and conſider the device of infinite 
wiſdom for reconciling juſtice and mercy about guil- 
ty men, and ſatisfying the demands of them both, 

by puniſhing fin ſeverely, and yet pardoning the per- 
ſons guilty Stand till and ſee the cuondrout work of 


making the Word fleſh to dwell among us; of the 


Creator's leaving his throne of glory, to lodge i in a 
virgin s womb, and a beaſt's manger; of the An- 


cient of days becoming a child of a day old, learning 
to ſpeak and go, and ſubjecting himſelf to his-own 


law in the room of rebel- ſinners !——Behold God's 
wondrous work in ſetting up a court and throne of 
grace among the priſoners of juſtice, and cauſing 


grace fit as queen on the throne, with a ſcepter of 


mercy in her hand, and thence to ue forth procla- 
| 8 2 _  mations 
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mations of grace to poor, wretched; blind, miſera- 
ble and naked ſmners; proclaiming pardon to the 
condemned, liberty to the captives, and life to the 
dead: yea, ſee grace laying ſiege to the hearts of 
rebels, ſummoning them by the goſpel trumpet to 
ſurrender, and uſing the moſt prevailing arguments 
with them to do it, taken from the mediation, ſuf- 
ferings, blood, ee, and latisfaction of the 
Son of God. 

Behold and ad the wondrous work of God in 
furnithing and fitting the Mediator for our miſerable 
eircumſtances, joining the divine and human natures 
in one perſon for our relief! Obſerve how well he 
ſuits our exigencies; he is Man, that he might die 
for us; and God, that he might overcome death ! Man 
that he might combat the devil; and God that he 


might yvanquith him! Man, that he might take on 


our guilt and puniſhment; and God, that he might 
ſupport under it! Man, that he might offer a ſacri- 


fice for us; and God, to make it infinitely merito- 


rious! Man, that he might ſympathize with us in 
trouble; and God, that he might deliver us! a 
wondrous work indeed ! Again, obſerve the Me- 
diator” s fulneſs, how 2 it: ſuits our miſeries and 


wants! In our wonderful Immanuel there is life for 


our deadneſs, light for our darkneſs, beauty, for 
our deformity, ſtrength for our weakneſs, health 


for our ſickneſs, balm for our wounds, raiment for 


our nakedneſs, riches for our poverty, merit for our 


guiltineſs, righteouſneſs for our juſtification, a foun- 


tain for our pollution, grace for our ſanctification, 
bread for our hunger, water for our thirſt, and 
deep mercies for our deep miſeries! a wonderful 


work, to make one depth ſo exactly to anſwer ano- 


ther depth! This ts the * of the Lord, and Work 


Arous in our eyes. 


Stand itill and ſee God's . Winz in PTY 


__ our * the Prince of the kings of the 


earth, 
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earth, to go up and down the wilderneſs ſeeking af- 
ter the loſt ſheep, calling and inviting them in the 
moſt tender manner to come unto him for life and 
ſalvation, willingly ſubmitting to be buffeted by Sa- 
tan, contradicted by ſinners, to ſuffer all manner of 
indignities, a curſed death, and the wrath of God, 
and all that he might be a Sacrifice to ſatisfy juſtice 
for our fins: and after he had ſubmitted to death 
and the grave for a time, he conquered them and 
roſe again; and gave commiſſion to his ambaſſadors 
to gothrough all the earth, and call periſhing ſinners 
to come unto him, and offer them ſalvation in his 
name; and having done ſo, he aſcended into heaven 
to interceed for them. Now, it is incumbent upon 
all communicants to remember theſe amazing works 
of God, at his holy table, with wonder, thankful- 
neſs and praiſe. | = 
Come here, and ſee the fountain of the great depths 
of infinite love broken up, and ſtreams of the wa- 
ter of life running freely therefrom to the ſons of 
men. Come ſee Jacob's ladder ſet up, that 
reaches from earth to heaven, and God the Father 
at the top of it calling you to climb to heaven by 
the ſteps of it, vi z. Chriſt's wounds, offices and pro- 
miſes ! Come ſee the manna coming down in 
plentifut ſhowers, and falling about your tents, and 
every man invited to gather. Come, ſee the rock 
broached in the wilderneſs, to ſupply the neceſſi- 
ties of your ſouls; ſee the rock ſmittea by he rod 
of Moſes, and bearing. the curies of the law for 
you ! Come ſee the city of refuge opened for 
poor manſlayers, that ſmners, who have flain their 
fouls by ſin, may flee to it for ſhelter, O then flee 
for your lives, and do not linger by the way 
Come, ſee God bringing hrs righteouſneſs near you 
who are guilty criminals, and bidding. you put it on 
for your ſafety in judgment, it is a robe that will 
fit every one of you.. Come, ſee the fruits and 
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leaves of the Tree of lite ſhaken and ſcattered among 
ſtarved wounded ſouls: gather and feed upon the 
fruits of his purchaſe for your nouriſhment ; apply the 
leaves of his promi:es for your healing, —Come 
ke the well of ſalvation opened, bring the chain 
and bucket of faith, and draw water. The great 
Medicine-well is here, come with all your diſeaſes and 
ailments to it, come with your hard hearts, blind 


eyes, weak hands, feeble knees, lame feet and cold 


affections to get them healed, — —Come, fee Chriit's 
teſtament opened, and every man allowed to put in 
for a ſhare of the legacies therein contained. This 
you are to do by believing, claiming, laying bale 
and embracing the promules ! Come, ſee ttray- 
ing prodigal's returning to their Father's houſe, and 
ſe their Father embracing them, and the whole 
family rejoicing at their return: ſee their filthy 
rags taken off, and the white rob of the Son 
of © God put on them, and the fatted calf killed for 
them. Come, ſee the King of glory entering in at 
the everlaſting gates of men's foul's, dethroning ſin 
and ſelf, taking poſſeſſion of their hearts, and iet- 


ting up his throne and kingdom in them. — Come, 


ſe. king Solomon both crowned and married in one 
day! An aſtoniſhing match concluded between the 
Prince of life and the heir of hell! All the daugb- 
ters of Zion are called forth to behold this fight, 
Cant. iv. 11,——AlF theſe are great and wondrous 
works gf God to be ſeen in the word and ſacra- 

ment, which all communicants ought to and itil 
and conſider. / 

Conſider theſe maria works ſo-as to he ſuit- 
ably affected with them, make them the ſubject of 


your meditation; entertain high and admiring 


thoughts of. God; and of his infinite love and wiſ- 
dom manifeſted in them. Give firm credit to the 
record and teſtimony God hath given us of theſe 
wondrous works, and glorify the great Author cf 
them with your hearts, —— and lives. = 
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brace the goſpel- offer, and be afraid of offending that 

God who has humbled himielt ig low tor our ſakes, 

and has wrought ſuch great and wondrous works 

for us. Be. careful to ſerve him and pleaſe. him in 
all things, and abhor ſin his grand enemy. 


A NIS 
From Rev. xxii. 2. 


In midſt of the ſtreet was the tree of life. 


F T was a ſad day to mankind, when God baniſh» 

ed Adam from the earthly paradiſe, and from 
the tree of life. that grew therein, and alſo ſhut the 
entry to it! But behold God, in his free mercy, is 


now opening an entry, and inviting Adam's banith- - 


ed poiterity back again to a better paradiſe, where 
there are purer delights, and neither fin nor Satan 
ean enter; and where there is a Tree of life, Jeſus. 
Chriit, infinitely preferable to that in Adam's para- 
diſe. This tree of life far excels that in its leaves, 
ſhadow, fruit and virtues; it animates, yea, re- 
ſtores and preſerves life for ever; neither is there any 
flaming ſword to hinder our acceſs to it. Adam's 
tree endured but x ſhort time, but ours laſts for e- 
ver. Other trees decay, fade and wither; but je- 
fas Chriſt zs he 2 yeſterday, to day, and for ever. 


O come then, ſit down under the ſhadow of this 
Tree, eat of its fruit and live for ever. Though the 
Tree be now planted in the heavenly paradiſe, yet its 


branches, ſhadow and fruit extend to every believer 
on earth, as well as to the ſaints above. Thouſands 
of communicants.at the lower table have ſat down 


under his ſhadow with great delight, and found his 


fruit ſweet to their taſte. Chriſt is a Tree that bears 
fruit at all times, every month, and even in the 
ſharpeſt winter months of ſickneſs and death. 


There 


202 Chriſt Jeſus our 


There are ſome very uleful trees in the world, 
that afford all neceſfaries to men, ſuch as meat, 
drink, phyfick and cloching. Behold, God hath 
provided ſuch a Tree for us. Jeſus Chriſt affords us 
all theie. 1. Meat: he tells us, That 57: fleſh is 
meat indeed ; that 1s, his fleth wounded and dying, 


yields ſtrengthening food for the ſoul, in reſpect of 


its fruits and effects. It is food well prepared; the 
Holy Trinity ſpent a whole eternity in preparing it. 
It is meat well ſeaſoned; it is ſeaſoned with the love 
of God, ſauced with the blood of Chriſt, and ſpiced 
with the graces of the Spirit. 2. Drink: Chriſt's 
blood 1s alſo drink indeed to the ſoul, in reſpect of 
its comfortable effects; ſuch as pardon, peace, light, 
life, ſtrength, &c. Theſe ſtreams from the rock 
are moſt refreſhing, cordial and ſavoury drink; ſa- 
voury to God, ſavoury to angels, and molt ſavoury 


to every ſoul that bath taſted it. It is a ſweet cup 


that is to be put in your hand, if your have faith; 


but it is porſonous to an unworthy communicant that 


wants faith: but, if you be worthy, the drink will 


poiſon ſin, quicken grace, and refreſh the ſoul. Fear 
not, O believer, to take a good draught; faith 


will make the cup medicinal and reſtorative to thy 
ſoul, and it will only kill and deſtroy the luſts. 
3. Phyſick: the leaves of this Free are for healing 
of the nations: Chriſt hath many healing promites, 
which, when applied by faith, are moit uſeful to 
purge out ſm and corruption, and to heal all the 
ſours wounds. and diſeaſes,.—4, This Free affords 
clothing alſo. Poor fallen Adam, when naked, went 
to the fig-tree for its leaves to cover him; but, 0 
let his poſterity go to the Tree of life, where they 


ſhall get infinitely better clothing, even Chriſt's per- 


fect righteouſneſs, which is ſpotleſs and law-biding. 


Behold a rich robe, fet with. the pearls and dramonds 


of heaven, A large robe, ſo broad as to cover a 
whole elect world. It alſo covers all the ſpots and 


\ 
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infirmities of 'believers ; fo that not one of therm is to 


be ſeen. N broad as the law, which 


we are told is exceeding. broad. And it is juſt as beau- 
tiful as broad; fot it makes every elect ſonl amiable 


and acceptable to God. Never then was there 


ſuch a tree, either in the earthly or the heavenly pa- 
radiſe, as our glorious Tree of life, Jeſus Chriſt. O 
hungry ſouls, here is meat! O thirſty ſouls, here is 
drink !- O diſeaſed fouls, here is medicine ! O naked 
ſouls, here is clothing ! O come then to this Tree 
of life, and you have all things neceflary for you. 
O communicants, you are called to take a view 
of this bleſſed Tree, as it was hewn; mangled, and 
cut down by the ax of juſtice, when he died upon 


the croſs for you. Even in this his mangled condition, 


be is a moſt beautiful and engaging fight to the eye 
of faith! O believer, behold your princely Jeſus lift- 
ed up on a bloody croſs, on the top of mount Cal 
vary, for all nations to ſee him, and gather to him 
for food and healing, Since that mount was firſt 
created, it never produced ſuch a tree, or ſuch pre- 
cious fruit, as the Lord of glory hanging on the 


tree of the croſs, that was planted there ſome 
hours: Chriſt's hanging on it changed its nature 


from a curſed to a bleſſed Tree, a Tree of life and 
falvation. This Tree of life made mount Calvary a 


fweet and lovely paradiſe that day, (notwithſtand- 
ing of all the malefactors bones that lay ſcattered up- 
on it) and the fruit growing on it that day hath. 


enriched both heaven and earth, and will fill hea- 
ven with eternal ſongs of praiſe. 


Lou are hkewile called, at this time, to Semin near 


a crucified Chriſt; the Tree of life, that is always 
loaden with fruit : come as near as poflible you can 
win, ſhake the Tree by faith, and gather as much 
fruit as you can; eat, and lay up for after times; 

yea, gather and lay up for eternity. The fruits 
* chis Tree are durable and laſting, plentiful and en- 
riching, 
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riching, ſweat and fatisfying, manifold and various, 
Rev. xxii. twelve manner of fruits every month, 
which is 144 crops' in the year, Likewiſe they are 
moſt ſuitable to the wants and neceſſities of your 
ſouls. What can be more ſuitable to the guilty than 
, | pardon? to the dead than life? to the hungry 
than bread? to the thirty than drink? to the 
wounded than balm? to the blind than eye- ſalve? 
to the naked than clothing? to the impotent than 
ſtrength? to the weary than reſt? to the captive 
than liberty? to the diſturbed than peace? to the 
bewildered than light? to the warrior than victo- 
ry? All theſe, and innumerable more, are the ſweet 
and ſuitable fruits of the Tree of life. 
O then, give all diligence to ſecure and clear up 
your intereſt in this bleſſed Tree of life and its fruits, 
which are now offered to you freely, without moner 
or price, Abandon and reject the ſour and unſavou- 
y fruits of ſin, the world, and your own righte- 
ouſneſs; and embrace the Tree of life in the arins of 
faith, and all its fruits are yours. Come, ſit down 
under his ſhadow, at his table, and believingly re- 
ceive and feed on theſe delicious fruits. O how de- 
lightful and refreſhing is the ſhadow and ſhelter of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs to the ſoul, that hath been 
ſcorched with a ſenſe of divine diſpleaſure. for fin. 
This ſhadow ſkreens and protects him from the heat 
of God's wrath, from the curſes of a fiery law, and 
From the ſlaviſh fears of death, and wrath-like diſ- 
penſations. Then let every weary and ſcorched 
ſoul come at Chriit's call, and ſit down under his 
ſhadow : give firm credit to the goſpel report con- 
cerning Chriit's. furetythip, his ſufficient righteout- 
neis and free offers: acquieſce heartily in this bleiſed 
contrivance of ſhelter and ſafety, and put all your 
truſt and confidence in his righteouſneſs alone; and 
abide contentedly under its ſhadow, without wander- 


ing from it, or going from tree to tree, as _—_ 
. * 
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i ſeeking reſt or ſhelter. Surely, all who leave 
” Chriſt, — wander after the ſhadow of creature- 
comforts, or their own doings for relief, will = 
quiet themſelves in vain; for there is no ſafe 
reſt any where, but under the ſhadow of the Tree of 
life. Here only you will find protection and provi- 
fion: this made the ſpouſe ſay, Cant. ii. 3. I fat 
gown under his ſhadow with Ine actight, and 41 
Intel aas ſeveat to my taſte. 

Let all theſe, who have ent the fafety 20d 
83 of Chriſt's ſhadow and fruit, bleſs. God 
that gave them counſel, and drew them to this 
pineſs. See that you abide cloſe under this ae | 
and make it your continual reſort. Chriſt ſpeaks 

to you, as David to Abiathar, when he fled to him 
from Saul's cruelty, Abide thou with me, fear not, 
for he that ſeeketh my life,  ſeeketh. 14 life, but with. 
me thou ſhalt. be in ſafeguard.— Likewiſe pity 
and pray for them who flight the Tree of life, and 
are goin through all the trees of the wood for reſt - 
and ſatisfaction, but cannot find it. O commend this 
bleſſed Tree to them, and invite them to come and 
ſit down under the ſhadow of it, where they will 
find all things. Say to them, as Philip to Nathaniel, 
Come and ſee. Be alſo looking out, and longing 
for the full enjoyment of the Tree of liſè in the pa- 
radiſe above, where you ſhall eternally ſing among 
the branches of it, meet with all your friends, and 
eat the fruits with a far better appetite and relith 
than ever any did here below. | 
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From La. xxx XXIIi. 2, 


An man ſhall 1 Hiding. place from the wind, ung 4 
. _ Covert, ag wot the er 


7HATEVER Nora): or" -rempeſt 8 


are expoſed to here, Chriſt is an excellent 
Shelter and Hiding - place from them. Before Adam's 
fall, that ſin entered into the world, all was calm 
and ſerene; but ſince that, the world is become a 
weary wilderneſs, full of tempeſts; and aſſoon as 
one is laid, another is ready to blow. There are 
ſtorms of outward afflictions, ſickneſs, loſſes, and 
diſappointments, and many wrath- like diſpenſations 
of providence; there are ſtorms of temptations from 


Satan, challenges from conſcience, thunderings from 


mount Sinai, deſertions from God, 'reproaches and 
perſecutions from the world: and yet all theſe 
ſtorms here are but like drops before the ſhower, if 
compared-with the-terrible ſtorm of wrath to come, 
which is abiding the ungodly and unbelieving. But 
glory to infinite wiſdom and free love, for finding 


ont a proper Hiding-place for loſt ſinners amidſt theſe 
ſtorms, to which we are called to turn, Zech. ix. 12. 


Turn ye to the Strang · hold, ye prijoncrs of hope. The 
Man Chriſt is an excellent Strong-hold and Hiding - 


place againſt all ſtorms Whatſoever: in him there is 
ſufficient room and accommodation for us, his 
wounds are wide, his mercy large, his merits infinite, 
his offers free, his calls moſt gracious and extenſive, 
Iſa. xlv. 22. Look to me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends 
of the earth. The acceſs is declared free, and the 


way patent, to all who turn to this Strong- hold 


for ſhelter, and never was any N that turned 
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Aberhèißed eſus, 9 communicants, repreſented te to 


yt itithe "(abt tent, 1 is'the'Stron; hold and | Hiding- 
place to which” you ate called to turn by faith 8 155 


ſhelter and fatety, from” the ſword of tice, in 


Fr: there af AO clefts for ſhelter, Cant. 
and whith' you ought to be well acquainted wk. 
ere are the clefts of his wounds and merits, ; which 

all Chris doves flee! to when Norms ariſe. There 

is alſd th&cleft of his power, the cleft of his Ef 
the"cleff of his love, and the eleſt of his faithful- 
refs; many a ſtorm” have they eſcaped i in theſe 
clefts. in this Hiding: p lace” there are alſo cham- 
bers of ſafety, to which you may retire when the 
tempeſt blows, Iſa, xxvi. 20. There are the cham- 
ers of Chriſt's offices and ſweet relations, which he 


EE. 


ſtortns* have” blown, There is allo the ſealant 
chamber of his covenant, with the cloſets Py 
miles, which 7777 eber ee Auch in tempeſtu- 
with them. Done, 
aid its eee, and had his 8 thereto in 
trotiblous* times, and particularly when he Was 
threatefied with the Adin of death, 2 Sam. xxiii, 
2 my houſe be nit fo with God, yet he hath made. 
With 7 
and fre; this is "all my. alvation, And he pleads the 
promilcs of this covenant for his ſafety, Pal. cxix. , 
6p; 1 0 the word to thy ſervant, 1 5 auhich 
thou h ff cauſed nie 1% hape. Come then y the ex- 
efciſe SEE, and {kit yoiitfelves 1 uß i in theſe ſweet 
chachbers at the Lord's cable” and take complacen- 
cf in viewing ald walking thrbügn then, 
Chriſt cracified is a Covert and Etats) to 
believers, arid to "every thing that 'belongs to them: 
he is even A Covert to their bodies in time of dan- 


er; ſo wis he td his diſciple when tie ſtörm was 
T | breaking 


— " — 
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hath” alſumechfor the ee and comfort of believers; 


its pro- 


e ar; everlaſting covenant, ordered in all thing . 


6 * 
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breaking upon himſelf, John xvii, 8. Je ſeek me, 
let theſe go their way, But more eſpecially he is a 


| Covert to their ſouls, theſe he accounts precious as 


his jewels; he hides them in his wounds, and keeps 
them by his power, through faith, unto ſalvation. He 
is alſo a Covert to their graces, and keeps them in 
life when ready to die, and ſaves them from being o- 
verwhelmed in the day of tempeſt, What had be- 


come of David and of Peter's grace, under violent 


ſtorms of temptation, if he had not been a Covert 
to them. Many a time hath he preſerved the ſmoak- 
ing flax, and the bruiſed reed, under the moſt dan- 
gerous ſtorms, Likewiſe Chriſt i is a Covert to their 
evidences and marks of grace; he preſerves them, 
and keeps them legible, after many blots which ſin 
and Satan do caſt upon them: he hath the bleſſed 
art of recovering and clearing up their evidences, 
when they are frequently given up for wa in times of 
backfliding. 6 
Let all conſider how miſerable they are who have 
no intereſt in this Hiding · place; you that are out of 
Chriſt, have no covert from the tempeſt, you can 
neither have ſafety nor comfort in times of trouble. 
Nay, when any ſtorm blows from without againſt 
you, a guilty conſcience will be ready to raiſe a ſtorm 
within; and alſo fhew you a more terrible ſtorm ga- 
thering againſt you, even the wrath that is to come; 
wrath ſtill coming, but never all come; a ſtorm 
that will ſtill be blowing, butnever will blows over. 
O what will become of you, if death come upon you 
in this ſhelterleſs ſtate, while out of Chriſt the only 
' Hiding-place ! to be ſure then hell will follow the pale 
horſe. To whom then will ye flee for help or ſhel - 
ter? The rocks or hills will not be a hiding-place 


to you, if Chriſt do-not hide you: no creature wil! 


ſkreen or pity you, if Chriſt do it not: all the crea - 

| tures will take part with their Creator againſt you, 

and inſtead of hiding you, they will be ready to i - 
| vulge 
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vulge and accuſe you to the Purſuer, the juſtice of 
God, If you cry to the heavens, O cannot the vaſt 
expanded heavens afford me a hiding - place from the 
tempeſt? No, will they 4. there is no refuge, 
no entrance here for the ſſighters of Chriſt; we will 
open only to rain fire f brimſtone, and furious 
ſtorms upon their heads. If you look to the air, 
and ſay, Is there no hiding- place thro” the vaſt re» 
ions of the air for me? No, the air is tranſparent, 
and will diſcover the criminal, and will raiſe a whirl- 
wind of wrath to blow you into hell. If you cry 
to the ſea, Is there no hiding- place in all the depths 

of the ſpacious. ſea to ſhelter me from the Lamb's. 
wrath? No, the ſea will give up her dead to be 
judged, and will rage furiouſly againſt you. If 
you look to the earth, Is there no cave nor pit in all 
the earth to hide me Woes the dreadful ſtorm? No, 
the earth, inſtead of hiding you, will open its mouth 
and let you go quick down to hell, for ſlighting the 
wounds of Chrift, that were opened to ſhelter vou. 
O let every ſinner then flee now, while it is time, 
to theſe bleſſed wounds of Jefus- for ſafety: be of 
good comfort, O ſinner, riſe, he calleth thee; riſe 
and come, for there is yet room; forſake all "falſe 
 thelters and lying refuges, Abſolute mercy, a blame- 
 tefs walk, convictions, reſolutions, prayers, tears, 
ordinances, miniſters, will not be a hiding-place to 
you, if Chriſt be neglected. Nothing can ſatisfy ju- 
ſtice, nor ſkreen from wrath, but the wounds and 
blood of the Redeemer; therefore ſee to make theſe 

only your Covert and Hiding- 1 

lt concerns all to try if they have got inte this | 
Hiding- place, and if they he among Chriſt's hidden 
ones; ſo believers are called, Pfal. Ixxxiii. 3. If you 
de among theſe hidden ones, you will have a hidden life, 
and be ' acquainted with a life of ſecret prayer and 
eorreſpondance with heaven, and a life of faith and 
beaning upon the Son of God; you'll have hidden food, 
| 'S.-S meat 


| 10 
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| meat. the world knows not of, the hid manna of e 


munion with God, — vou will havehidden, poor 
and be acquaint with putting © off. your own rags, and 
putting on the hidden garment ; of Chriſt's righteou[- 

e(s,——You'll have hidden ſtr ength, a and be Acquaint 
with borrowin g ſtren gth fromchriſt both for work and 
warfare.— Vou'II live upon hidden ſupports in dark 


and calamitous times, and draw comfort from the 


promiſes, and make theſe the ground of your hope, 
f. vou be in Chriſt as your Hiding- Place, you will be | 
among Chriſt's poor and 5 ones, for it is to ſuch 
he is a. Refu. e, Iſa. . Do you ſee your own 
emptineſs, ill-deſervin 80 995 inſufficiency, a nd de- 
pend upon free mercy for every c crumb? Are you ſtill 
begoing at a throne of grace, and inclining to | exalt 
free grace: * Saying, of unto us, but to Chrift he the 
glory; he is all our Kleie, and all our deſire. Hap- 
N are they who. can ry claim to theſe marks. 


ADVICE XVII. 


From 1 Kings xix. 9. 
The 2 [aid unto him, 1 hat daſt theu bore, Elijah D 


* w# Tai) 


T is the concern of every man, to be men in 
ba caſe to go account to God a Gt Sek 
e 


#&* "©, - 


9160 er Ang here; 1 bote. upon my -Saxiqur's 
call, 1 celebrate the memorial of his ing Joye, 
| Is name may he remembered to : genera- 


gons? And vorthy | 8 che 144 10 amb that was Bo 1 


admired, adored, and prajle for evgr.—1 come : 


(cre ap fra} g pringecanraRtkÞ Ag 


Te Cmmunitant's E . bp 
the moſt ſolemn manner, before all the perſons + hi - 

lorious Trinity, before the elect angels, and before 
all the congregation, Seeing Chrift doth once more 
call me to it, after many a broken tryſt;. and hath 
put on to his marriage robes, his dyed garments, to 
win. and engage. my heart, come to join hands 
with him before God, an els, and men, and take. 
them all witneſſes to the bargain... Surely this is a 
good errand. O that the long ſpoken of match may; 
now hold. 

Can you ſay; Tam come to a rich and liberal Sa- 
viour, to ſupply my needs out of his fulneſs. I come 
on a good day when he uſes to deal bountifully to 
the poor and needy, and to ſay. to them, as. the 
king to Eſther, What is thy petition? and what is thy: 
requeſt Well, is thy: petition ready ? 'Doft thou 
come with the publican's petition, God be merciful to 
me a ſinner: ? Er with David's petition, Lord be 
merciful to me; heal my foul, foi. have ſinned againſt ' 
thee? Or with that petition, Purge tue. with byſſop, - 
and I jhall bs clean; wafh me, and J ſhall be whiter 
han the ſnow? Or with that, Let my ſoul live, and 
* it ſhall praiſe thee. Or do you come with the 

ouſe's petitions and requeſts, Draau me, and we 
will run aſter thee. Aua O north wind; and come 
thou ſouth; blow upon” iy garden, that. the ſpices 
thereof may flow out ! Surely theſe petitions are agree- 
able to your Redeemer; ſee that you inſiſt upon 
them, and preſs for an anſwer. study to have a 
Fvely feeling at this time of all your Wants. 
Would you have them all ſupplied at once? Then 
come and embrace a crucified Jefus in the arms of 
faith, and he will ſully anfwer them all. Would you 
have all your five ſenſes ſatisfied at once? Behold 
Chriſt invites you to come to him to get it done. 

Would you have the ſenſe of ſeeing ſatisfied? Then 
he ſays to you, Look to me and be ye ſaved; —Bthold 
me, bebold me! Behold king Solomon with the crown: 

en his * ! Weald you hve the ſenſe of hearing: 
| 2 . . fatified?? 


* 


= 
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ſatisfied? Then ſaith he, Iucline thine ear: Hear len 
fo me ; ive ear to 1y voi Would 7 have 
the ſenle of taſting r ſatisfied ? He faith, « alte an nd ſec 
that God i 15 gd. — Would you have on e ſenſe of 
touching ftisfied ? He faith, Reach hither thy hand, 
thruſt it into my ſide ; feel the wopnds made by the 
an and the nails. * ould- you. have the fn of 
| ling g ſatisfied : ? Come then 4 Chriſt, whoſe name 
5 as ointment poured forth: and whoſe garments ſmell | 
of aloes, myrrh, and caſſia. Come here and get's all. 
our ſpiritual ſenſes ſatisſied at Chriſt's full feat 

ee. But am afraid I am not amgng. theſe in- 
vited gueſts that Chriſt will make Arten Anſay. 
Have R of the ſeripture- N of theſe that 
Chriſt invites? Are you among his friends? No yoy: 
with well to his cauſe and intereſt ? then Chriſt faith 
to vou, Ear O friends;. Cant. v. is your heart 
to Chriſt? s offers, and willing to accept him ig 

fl is offices? Then he ; faith. tO ſuch; he ewill comg. 
9d ſup: with them, Rev: ji. 20. -Path. your heart 
ove him ? Then he ſaith, he will manifeſt þinielt to 

| uch, John WV. 21,—Are you poorapd needy * They: 
"faith, The needy Jhall fy be. forgatter, * ix. 
18. Do vo ſee yourſelf n Then he 
Aitb, Hei is come to ſeek and call ſuch, Luke xix. 19. 
Mat. ix. 1 — 0 vou feel ſin to be a heavy burden? ; 
Then Ke bids the heavy leaden come to bim, Mat. xi. 
28. Are you ſieꝶ, and much diſtreſſed? Then Chriſt 
chuſes- to entertain and converſe wit ſuch, Mat. ix. 
12.—Doyou hunger and thirſt for Chriſt ? He ſaith, 
he lle the hungry Sith od thin 15. Luke i. 1. 53.— 
Are you ſepſible of back ings? He invites {ſuch to 
come to him, Jer. iii. 14.—Are you deſirous to put 
on the weddin g garment of imputed righteouſne 2 
Then, to be ſure, you:ſhiall neither be excluded, nor 
neglected, —Do you earneſtly ſeek for his holy Spirit? | 

He aſſures y u, he is more willing to give the Spirit to 
them that aſkit, than lovin g pe rents are to give bread 
to their hungry. caulldren. What. is mens compaſſion 
10 
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to their children, in compariſon of Chriſt to his? 
Well then, you may reſt on Chriſt's word; for he. 
is not more free in. making promiſes, than faithful in 
making them good. He is a God that keeps covenant. 
to a thouſand generations. Venture then upon his 
word, and com̃e to his table with hope and expec-- 
tation to get all your wants ſupplied... — 
Let me again atk you, as God did Elijah, What 
doſt thou here, communicant ? Can you ſay, that you 
are come. to get a heart- affecting ſight of the blog 
d wounds, of the glorious Redeemer, ſo as you may 
os Chriit, and hate ſin more than ever? That is a. 
good errand, and. what God will ſurely appraye. 
Come then, draw near, as it were, to the foot of 
the crois, and take a narrow and cloſe view of his 
wounds, and of the blood that ſtreams from them. 
Ob:erve. how faſt the blood runs down from his 
| and to the ground, faſter than ever tears rug 
down from your eyes for ſin, that cauſed the ſhed- 
ding of his blood! Chritt is not ſparing of his blood 
i you, however ſparing you be of. your tears for 
im. Draw yet nearer, and lay your ear to hig 
ounds, eſpecially his five big wounds in his hands, 
fee, and fide, which like. ſo: maygy mouths, are 
vide opened to ſpeak to believipg communicants. 
Liiten and hear what they ſay; what is the lan- 
_ guage of the two wounds in his hands! Come to me, 
and caſt your guilty ſoul into my bleeding out · ſtretch- 
ed arms, and I will ſave you from the {word of jy. 
ſtioe. Lay your ear to the two wounds in his feet, 
and hear what they ſay, Run to me, and caſt your- 
{elf down at my feet, and I will protect you from the 
ayenger of blood. Hearken to the deep wound ig 
will ſhelter thee in this cleft of the 8 thou bafl 


now free acceſs to the Ark, behold the window opened 
in the ſide of it; look in at᷑ it, and fee my heart burn · 
ig. with love: yea, thruſt in thy hand to my ſide 

* „ „ unbe- 


— 
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unbelieving Thomas, and feel my bleeding heart 

how warm it is to you, and be no more  faithles, 

but believing, f 

O communicant, can you come to the foot of 
Chritt's ci ls, and fee his wounds, and hear ſuch 

language, and your heart not be affected with love. 

to Chriit, and hatred to ſin? Can you. behold Chriſt 

thus cruclly uſed, nailed to the tree, bleeding and 

dying. in your room! Can you ſe the heavens turn- 

ing black, the tun drawing in its bead, the earth 

*quaking, and the rocks rending at the ſufferings of 
the Son of God, and your heart not quake for ſin, 

that awakened the ſword of juſtice againſt him as our 

Surety !—O. what. cauſe have you to be afhamed of 
the hardneis and unconcernedneſs of your heart at 
fuch a fight, and to cry to God that the heart of ſtone 
may be changed into an heart of fleſh, and that the 
fire of Chriſt's love may deicend and kindle ſüch a. 
flame in your ſoul, as may melt your frozen affections, 

and conſume the ſtuble of your luſts and corruptions, 
Ot old the Lord uſed to anſwer his people's prayers. 
an:i ſacrifices by fire from heaven : pray that he 
may anſwer yours in like manner, by kindling a holy 

fire in your ſoul, as he did in the hearts of the two 
diſciples going to Emmaus; even a twofold fire, to 
wit, a fire of love to Chriſt, and a fire of indigna- 
tion againſt ſin. O love the Lord Jeſus as your trea- 
ſure and portion; let your thoughts be mainly upon 
him, and your ſoul's breathing after him. Be much 
concerned for his intereſt and cauſe, and for the 
ſpreading of his kingdom and glory in the world: 

And be looking out, and longing for the full and 
perfect enjoyment of him. Likewiſe keep upa ſtrong 
averſion to fin, and to what is oppoſite to Chriſt, 
and injurious to his intereſt and kingdom; look al- 
ways upon fin as the grand enemy and murderer of 


Chriſt; and * do not ſpare i =. 
' ADVICE. 
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Eram Jahn . 6. 
* faith 1 unto wb Wilt thou he made. whole? | 
HIS miraculous healing pool of: Betheſda, at 
= which the.impotent man had lien thirty-eight 
Pers Was a type of "the Meſſiah, ,and the fountain of 


a, opened and ſet forth in goſpel · ordina. 8, 
for h pal UW: Pe! iſs age Coſts 


„ 


vaters, pany the Load AR APE the. cure. ball 
in the mean time, we muſt be ſenſible of our, 85 5 
and look up to Chriſt our great, Phyſician, with ar- 
neſt deſires for healing. This is anporzed 4 in Chrilt's 
queſtion, Mili, thou he Los avbale ? 

O communicants, you are diſeaſed by ſin, and the 
plagues of your hearts; theſe haue blaſted the primi- 
tive beauty of the ſoul; and brought on it a ghaſtly 
deformity, with much pain and weakneſs, Your 
diſeaſes are manifold ; .atheiſtical thoughts, miſbelief, 
and ignorance of God's truths, are woful plagues; 
hardneſs of heart, and earthly-mindedneſs, formali- 
ty, and:heart-wanderings, in duty, truſting ta your 
on righteouſneſs, ingratitude, and backflidings 
| God; theſe are diſeaſes zoupughtall tobe ſent able of f. 


God would have every nan to know the plague of bis 


en heart, 1 Kings viii. 38. in order to his being 
made hole. Theſe are the ſick. that Chriſt is rea 
to come 30 heal, Mat. ix. 12. .Chrilt firſt makes 
men ſick and ſenſible hefore he makes them.whc 
Have you. then any acquaintance. with this healthfn 
dec ee, ſickneſs? Have . you. been made ſenſi 

| che dangerous, nature of yaur dilcale, And thqught- 
ful and ſolſicitous about the iſſue of it ? Have you 
been 
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been made to groan and moan under the burden of 
your diſeaſe, ſaying, / am, troubled and boaved down 
greatly, 1 £9 mourning all the day long Have you 
ſeen there is no healing in yourſelves, or in your con- 
victions, Prayers, tears, or reformations? and that 
it is only in Chriſt, who hath an infinite fulneſs of 
merit and Spirit to ſuit your deſperate malady? Are 
Jou willing to ſubmit to the Phyſician's preſcriptions 
for healing? be the pill or portion never ſo bitter, 
you will twallow it: is it your cry, Lord, what wilt 
thou have me to do? Theſe are tokens of a right prepa- 
ratory ſickneſs. May the holy Spirit work them in you. 
The great meritorious means of your healing i is the 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt, which is ſet before you in the 
ſacrament, for you to look to and apply by faith, 
As the Iſraelites were made ſenſible of their ſtings be- 
fore they looked to the brazen ſerpent for healing; 
ſo muſt ye, in order to your prizing of Chriſt, and 
looking to his blood for healing your ſpiritual plagues. 
Now the fountain is open, and the healing ſtreams 
run freely on both fides of the table; come then, 
with a feeling of your diſeaſes, and bathe in them 
for curing your hard hearts, your blind eyes, your 
weak bands, your feeble knees, your lame feet, and 
cold affections.— O impotent man, are your lying at 
the fide of the pool while the waters are ftirring ? 
Have you no ſtrength to move forward, and/is there 
none to put you in! O then look up to Chriſt, that 
healed the impotent man after many years waiting: 
look to him by faith, as he calls you, Iſa. xlv. 22. 
Look unto me, and be ye ſaved, all the ends of the 
earth.” As ] offer myſelf to every diſeaſed foul in par- 
ticular, as well as to all in general; fo let every foul 
embrace me as his Saviour, and apply my blood to 
bis particular diteates, Faith is a healing grace, not 
only its touches, but its very looks are healing; hence 


Chriit ſaid to ſeyerals who v were healed, Thy faith 
_ 
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hath made thee whole. O ſee then if you have got this 
healing faith, 7 5 c 
Que. How may I know if my faith be of this 

kind? Anſio. A healing faith will make the ſoul 
heartily approve the goſpel-method of ſalvation, 
embrace God's teſtimony, and cloſe with his goſpel- 
offer in all reſpects. And it hath in it, an appropri- 
ating truſt and confidence in the merit and virtue of 
Chriſt's blood, offered to the ſinner in particular for 
his pardon and healing ; which makes him reſt upon 
Chriſt as his Saviour, and venture his ſoul and 1al- 
vation upon his merit and promiſe, In this healing 
faith of a diſeaſed ſinner, there is a particular accep- 
tance of, and confidence in a crucified Chriſt, corre- 
ſponding to that free goſpel-offer which he makes of 
himſelf to the diſtreſſed ſoul.— This faith brings 
him to a fixed reſolution to ly at the Phyſician's 
door, and depend upon him alone for healing. And 
it makes him caſt open all the doors and rooms of his 
foul to receive and entertain his Phyſician. Now O 
poor impotent ſoul, if there be ſuch a faith as this 
wrought in thee, then thy faith in Chriſt makes thee 
whole, The healing balm is applied, the cure be- 
gun, and ſhall ſhortly be perfected. Be of good 
cheer, thy fins are forgiven thee ; Jeſus Chriſt maketh 
thee avbolp.. © | 

It concerns you alſo, to try if the happy fruits and 
effects of this healing faith appear in you, whereby 
you may conclude, that the ſtrength of your diſeaſe 
is broken, by virtue of the blood of Chriſt ; and that 
you have got it applied for curing your heart- atheiſin, 
hardneſs, unbelief, pride, carnality, and particular- 
ly your weakneſs of hands and feebleneſs of knees: 
ſo that, tho' formerly they were ſo weak and feeble, 
that you could not lift up the one, nor bow down the 
other in prayer with any fervency and livelineſs ; 
yet now it is otherwiſe: then this is a good token 
the ſtrength of the diſeaſe is broken, Chriſt has taken 
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you into his hoſpital, and has you under cure, 
the daily, application of his blood and Spirit, and you 
are-0n the way of recovery.—Can you ſay farther, 
Th hat your drought is greatly abated, your thirlt af. 
ter ſin and the world; ** that your appetite for 
ſout- fobd, communion with Chriſt in ordinances, is 
happily increaſed ? Can you bear the light better than 
| before? Do you love ſearching, ſermons ? All theſe 
are good ſigus.— Have you a high eſteem” of your 
Phyſician; — do you entertam him kindly when he 
viſits you? Have you recovered more ſtrength and 
willingly, to ſerve him in the way of commanded 
duties? And have you a holy fear and jealouſy of 
every thing ithat might bring on a ple! into your 
old diſtempers? Then there is good hope, through 
grace, that your faith is a healing faith, the work 
of healing is begun, and ſo far carried on, Chriſt 
is our Rock, and his work is perfect. | | 
O then ſtudy to be thankful to your great Phyſici- 
an, ſaying; What ſhall I render to the Lord for all 
his benefits towards me? Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, 
and: forget not all his benefits : who; forgiveth all thine 
iniguities, healeth all thy diſeaſes, and redeemeth thy 
faul from deſtruction ; who reneweth thy youth like the 
eagles, maketh thee run and not "weary, walk and not 
Jaint———Bleſſed be the God and Father of our Lord 
af. Cbriſt, wwho, according to his abundant mercy, © 
hath: begotten us again to a lively Lope, by the reſur- 
rection * Jeſus Chrift from the dead, to an inberi- 
tance incorruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, - reſerved in heaven for us. Then the cure 
ſhall be fully perfected, and we "all dwell always 
beſide our Phyſician, and enjoy perfect and uninter- 
rTupted health for ever and ever. Expreſs your thank- 
1 falneſs while you are here, by being witneſſes for 
_ Chriſt, ſhining as lights before others, commending 
5 Chriſt. and his ways to them, hating all ſin, abſtain- 
ing from it; reproving fin in others, and teſtifying 
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_ againſt it, Be meek and lowly in your carriage; 
deal uprightly with all men; love all that bear Chriſt ? 
image; be zealous for family- religion, for ſanctify- 
ing the ſabbath, and attending God's ordinances. 
Pray earneſtly for the coming of Chriſt's kingdom up- 
on the earth, and do all you can to promote it. 

Watch and pray againſt backſlidings and relapſes 
into old diſtempers, and for that end he humble and 
ſelf-diffident, be denied to your own ſtrength and 
conduct, and be always jealous of your currupt and 
deceitful hearts. Live by faith upon the Son of God, 
looking to him both for righteouſneſs and ſtrength, 
And becauſe you are invironed with enemies, put os 
the whole armour of God, that you may be able ts 
fland againſt the wiles of the devil, It is not the ar- 
mour of your own reſolutions, it is the armour of 
God, even the graces of his Spirit. It is not ſome 

ces or parts of that armour, it is the whole ar- 
mour, all the Chriſtian graces. It is not enough to 
have the armour in the houſe, or grace in the ha- 
bit; no, it muſt be put on, daily worn and exetrciſ- 
ed. God hath provided different pieces of armour 
for you, the ſword of the Spirit, the ſhield of faith, 
the helmet of hope, the breaſt· plate of righteouſ- 
neſs; but there is nothing for the back, for God diſ- 
owns runaways, Heb. x. 38. Fan man draw 
back, &e. | 


ADVICE " 


From Ex2d, Xii. 14. 
And this day ſhall be unto you for a memor Jul. 


S the paſſover · feaſt was a mem 9 both of the 
deliverance from Egypt, and the redemption 

by Chriſt: ſo a communion-ſabbath is a memorial 
of ſundry remarkable things, and ought to be held 
| U as 


220 A Communion-Sabbath 
as a moſt memorable day by every believer, as it 
brings to our remembrance the greateſt events and 
bleſſings. 

1. A communion- ſabhath is a lively memorial of 
Chriſt's death; for the ſacrament adminiſtered that 
day by breaking of bread, and pouring out of wine, 
is a viſible repreſentation of Chriſt's death, by the 


breaking of Chriſt's body, and pouring forth his 


blood on the croſs; an event which God will have 
remembered to the end of the world, and through all 
eternity, Why? Becauſe by it God's perfections 
are highly glorified, and the elect world redeemed 
from hell. Chriſt did inſtitute the ordinance to be 
a ſtanding monument of his death while the world 
ſtands, 1 Cor. xi. 26. As often as ye eat this bread, 
and drink this cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's death till he 
come, And a monument of the wonderful love of 
God in giving his Son, and of the Son in giving him- 
ſelf to be a Sacrifice for our ſins, who were utterly 
unworthy of his love. By this memorial God would 
teach us the ineſtimable value of Chriſt's death, as 
the greateſt obligation that ever he put upon the 
world, and that we ought to declare our gratitude 
to God for the favour in the moſt open and public 


manner, and rely upon Chriſt's death and ſacrifice 


as the foundation of all our hopes of pardon and 
ſalvation.— The death of Jeſus Chriſt is the moſt 
worthy ſubject of the diſcourſe and praiſe both of the 
redeemed on earth, and the glorified in heaven, ac- 
cording to Rev. i. 5. v. 9, 12. Hence it was 
that Moſes and Elias when they came from heaven 
to mount Tabor to wait upon their Lord when tranſ- 
figured, they made choice of Chriſt's death for the 
. ſubject of their converſation, Luke ix, 3 1. And good 
* reaſon, for Chriſt's death was the ſpring and cauſe 
of all their glory in heaven; neither Moſes nor F- 
lias had ſhined there, if it had not boek: for Chriſt's 

death, 
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a Memorial. 2 
2. A communion-ſabbath isa * memorial to us 
of Chriſt's reſurrection from the grave, which was 
on the firſt day of the week, and hence called the 
Lord's day, it being the. moſt honourable day to our 
Lord Redeemer, and the moſt joyful day to all the 
redeems!; as it gave a clear proof of the perfecti- 
on of Chriſt's Sacrifice he offered to divine juſtice, 
and that our Surety's ſatisfaction was accepted for 
our compleat juſtiſication and abſolution. Hereby 
it appeared that the elect's debt was diſcharged, 
their redemption finiſhed, and their Cautioner libe- 
rate from priſon. This day Chriſt was declared to 
be the Son of God with power. As his death did ſhew 
him to be truly man, ſo his reſurrection did manifeſt 
him to be truly God, and the great Redeemer of the 
world. This was the day of Chriſt's victory and 
triumph, in which he 1 appeared to be the 
Captain of our ſalvation, and obtained a glorious 
victory over all his and the church s enemies. This 
day he triumphed over the grave, death and hell, 
and over ſin, Satan and wicked men. Now death 
was unſtinged, the grave loſt its purchaſe, the ſer- 
pent's head was bruiſed, the powers of hell vanquiſh- 
ed, and they were all ſwallowed up in victory. — 
Likewiſe Chriſt by his reſurrection, as the Head of 
the church, gave to all the members of his body a 
ſure pledge and earneſt of their reſurrection from 
the grave at the laſt day, to immortality and eter- 
nal life. And on this day he reſted from all his 
works of ſuffering and redemption, and rejoiced in 
the review of them with infinite delight and com- 
placency. Now a communion-ſabbath is a bright 
memorial of this glorious day, which is to be had 


in everlaſting remembrance. O behever, remem- - 


ber it with thankfulneſs and joy 

3. This day is a memorial of your ſpiritual re- 
ſurrection and new birth, as it declares your recep- 
tion into God's family, and ſeals your title ro the 
*YU'2 | privileges 
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privileges of his children, that you are born beir. off 
God, and joint heirs with Chriſt of the heavenly in- 
heritance. And tho? the Lord's ſupper be not a con- 
rerting ordinance in its own nature, yet the preach- 
ing of a crucified Chriſt this day, has been the means 
of converting many thouſayds, and, in mad y others 
of beginning ; the pangs and forerunners of the new 
birth, to wit, Saving comvidtions of /in, and en- 
quiries after Chrif , and ſalvation through him, which 
have landed in their converſion. O pray that it may 
be ſuch a day to you and many others. | 

4. This day is a memorial of your marriage day; 
becauſe on it you enter into, or renew your marriage 
covenant with Chriſt, the Bridegroom of the church, 
- Miniſters, by the goſpel-offers court your ſouls to 
Chriſt, ſaying, as theſe did to Rebekah, Gen. xxiv. 
58. 2 H you go with the man Chriſt? On the com- 
munion-day, you folemnly give your anſwer as ſhe 
&id, We will go; and at the Lord's table you ſeal 
your engagement to him, Likewiſe this day is a 
memorial of the conſummation of your marriage with 
Cbrift at the great day, when he will come to re- 
ceive home his eſpouſed bride, and conduct her to 
the King's palace with joy and triumph. O pre- 
Ppare and [ long for that day. 

5. The communion- ſabbath is a memorial of your 
erucifying ſin, which was the cauſe of your Redeem- 
er's death, At this ordinance you draw virtue from 
the death of Chriit, to kill, fin and mortify ſtrong 
luſts. Many wreſtl ing believers have been enabled, 
"at this occaſion, to give a death's wound to Rate 
Juſts and idols they had been long ſtruggling againft 
before. Reſolve then, in Chriſt's ſtrength, that fin 
jhall not out- live this day; it is molt juſt to ee 

the death of Chritt upon it. 
c 6. A communion abbath is a memorial of Chrif's 
conqueſt and coronation : for on this day Chrit fre- 


* receives the fruit and reward of the travel 
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ef his ſoul, and his bitter agonies, by overcoming 
hearts, depoſing Satan from his throne, and deliver- 
ing ſouls from his thraldom, and tranſlating them in- 
to his own kingdom. And at this occaſion, all wor- 
thy communicants do, as it were, put a: crown of 
lory and honour. upon Chriſt's head, by renouncing 
ſin, Satan, and all that had exerci ſed dominion over 
them before, and giving their full and hearty conſent, 
that Chriſt alone ſhall reign over them for ever. Chriſt 
is ſo delighted with this, that he eſteems it as his co- 
ronation day, Cant. iii. 11. O come then and yield 
your hearts to Chriſt, and pray that the communi-- 
on day may be a day of his coronation and con- 
queſt, when ſinners ſhall give their free and willing ; 
conſent to the dethroning of Satan, and enthroning” 
of King Jeſus; come under Chriſt's ſceptre and go- 
vernment, and abandon all his enemies; for he hath: 
beſt right to the throne, and the juſteſt title to reign. 
over you. 
7. A communion- ſabbath is a lively. memorial and 
emblem of. the everlaiting ſabbath above, and the: 
heavenly feaſt there that ſhall never end, which Chriſt 
hath purchaſed and promiſed to his people. Why? 
becaule on a communion-ſabbath here, there is an aſ- 
ſembling of God's people to give thanks for redeem- 
ing love, and to feed upon Chriſt and his purchaſe, 
with ſatisfaction and ſongs of praiſe. In like man- 
ner, in the heavenly ſabbath, there will be. a great 
gathering of all the ſaints through all the world, to» 
admire and praiſe God for redeeming goodneſs; and 
to ſit down and feaſt with Chriſt for ever, upon the 
benefits of his purchaſe. O how great is the plenty, 
Variety, the fulneſs of proviſion and ſatisfaction 
which is at the upper table 1 there they feed upon 
eternal redemption from hell and wrath;., perfect 
freedom from ſin and Satan, and from all afflictions 
and complaints: they feed upon the glorious: pre- 
ſonce. of God in human nature, che conſtant. ſhin-- 
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ings of his face, and intimations of his love; the 


bright diſcoverics of the works of God in creation 


and providence, and eſpecially in the redemption of 
men by Chriſt. And in this feſtival they have perfect 
ſatisfaction, joined with eternal ſongs of praiſe. But 
O how far will the communion-ſabbath above excel 
theſe we have here below ! Here we are oft put to 


mix our praiſes with mourning and tears, becauſe 


of ſin prevailing, or the Spirit withdrawing, Here 


Judaſes, and unworthy gueſts thruſt in among the 


diſciples ; but at the higher table there is no ſuch 
mixture, all is pure and holy, and there is nought to 
allay their joy. Here our communion-ſabbaths 
are ſoon over, and have nights, week-days, and 


trials to ſucceed them; but the communion- ſabbath 


above, the feaſt, muſic, and aſſembly are everlaſt- 


ing, without interruption or uneafine(s. of any ſort. 
O then improve theſe ſhort ſabbaths, as memo- 
rials and means to. prepare you for this everlaiting 


fabbath; and in all ordinances here, keep your eye 


upon che heavenly feſtival. 


ek KK 


From Fer. i lt. 19. 


| How ſhall Fd pur thee among the children? Than ſhalt 


call me * Father. 


＋* * chere be great mountains of difficulties 


in the way of finners ſalvation, yet God, in 


his free mercy, hath found out an expedient to get 
over them; even by making choice of God as our 


God and Father in Chrift .—That you may admire 
is grace the more, take a view of the difficulties 
that ly in the way. God might ſay, How: hall I 


the 


furmounts all Difficulties. 225 
che offspring of apoſtate and rebellious parents, who 
ungratefully departed from God without any provo- 

cation, ſold themſelves to the devil ta do his drudge- 
ry, and rebelled againſt a moſt gracious God, and 
loving Father? And how ſhall I put you, that have 
finned after the fimilitude of Adam, among my chil- 
dren? How ſhall I be reconciled to ſuch treacherous 
dealers !——Again he might ſay, How ſhall I put 
you among my children, who are condemned rebels in 
che hands of my infinite juſtice, and whom I am en- 
gaged by my truth to deſtroy, having ſaid, The ſoul 
that finneth ſhall die, Here is a burning mountain of 
jaſtice in the way of your ſalvation; how ſhall 


mercy get over it to help you ?—— How ſball I put 


you among my. children, whoſe hearts are full of en- 
mity againſt me, and bave all your days been plot- 


ting with the devil, and aſſiſting him to fight againſt 


tae, and pull the crown off my head ? How ſhall 

I put you among my children, who are ſo deformed, 
polluted and lothſome creatures, as black as hell 
can make you, who have all your days been wallow- 

ing in the mire, and drenched in the puddle of fin ? — 
How jhall I put you among my children, who have 
been all your days Satan's vaſſals, drudging at his 
work, grinding in his priſon, and ſerving divers luſts 
and pleaſures: How ſhall I put you among my 
ry/ildren, who are impotent and lame, cannot run my 
errands, nor move one ſtep in my ſervice, nor do 
any thing to pleaſe or glorify me Hau ſhall I 
put you among my children, who hate my children 
and my image in them, and have preferred the de- 


vil's children to mine? How ſhall I put you among + 


my children, that hate my childrens bread, and 
chuſe rather to feed on hufks with the ſwine ? — 
Hew ſhall I put you among my children, that never 
liked my childrens work, never loved prayer, praiſe, 
nor any ſpiritual employment? Hou ſhall I pur 
you among my children, who are ſinners in Zion, =o 
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226 Taking hold of God's Covenant, 
ſitten many years under goſpel offers and calls to. 
come to Chritt, and have ſlighted them all, and bolt- 
ed the door againſt my dear Son, and quenched the 
motions of my Spirit: How. /hall Iput you among 
my children, who have been ſo impenitent and hard- 
hearted all your days, as never to drop one tear for 
any of all the black and henious ſins you have com- 
mitted againſt me: Hou. ſhall I put you among 
my children, who have never kept one word to me, 
but have broke all your baptiſmal engagements, and 
gone over to the devil's camp, and harboured my 
enemies? O how is it that God can come over theſe 
mountains, to put ſuch as you among the children, 
and allow you to ſit down at the. childrens table, 
and eat of their bread ? how is this conſiſtant with: 
the honour and holineſs of God? FO 
| | Bleſſed be God who hath found out a way for his 
mercy to come over all thefe mountains, by provid- 
ing a Mediator and Surety: to fatisfy juſtice for our 
fins, and proclaiming a new covenant, that whoſo- 
ever accepts of the Mediator, and makes choice of 
. God as his God and Father in him, ſhall be taken in- 
to God's family, and be numbered among*his chil- 
dren, notwithſtanding of all you have done to pro- 
voke him to caſt you off. Thou ſhalt call me my Fa- 
ther. Wonderful condeſcenſion, that he ſhould al- 
low ſuch prodigals and runaways at all to ſpeak to 
him, and far more that he ſhould put words in their 
mouths, and ſuch kindly — as my Father! a- 


maꝛzing goodneſs !' 


If you would make this addreſs aright; and take 

hold of his covenant, ſo as you may be taken in a- 
mong the children of God, and allowed to come to 
his table and eat of their bread; you muſt be truly 
grieved for your long rebelling againſt your heavenly 
Father, and ſlighting his offers of mercy and pardon 
through Chriſt; you muſt be deeply humbled before 

| * and fall in ik the goſpel· method of ac 1 


» 
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him by a Mediator; you muſt quit all dependance on 
your own righteouſneſs, and break with all your Fa. 
ther's enemies, you mult make a free and hearty 
choice of God, as your God and Father in Chriſt, 
reiting wholly upon Chriſt's mediation and righteouſ- 
neſs for acceptance with God; ou muſt make a ſur- 
render of yourſelves, and all you have to him, and en- 

age in Chriſt's ſtrength to ferve him, as obedient 
children, defirous'to pleaſe your Father in all things. 
O come then, enter into covenant with God, and 
make choice of him as your Father in Chriſt; this is 
the only expedient for removing the difficulties in the 
way of your ſalvation, and for taking you into God's 


family, and numbering you among his children; unleſs _ 


you fall in with it, you can have no right to the 
children's bread, vou will be unworthy communicants, 
and eat and drink judgment to yourſelves, O then 
prevent it, by entering into covenant with God, that 
you may be taken in among the children. O young 
perſons, let me put the matter home to you, as Jo- 
ſhua did to the Iſraelites, Chuſe you this day whom 
you will ſerve! Chuſe you whom you will take for 
your father, whether God or the devil! Both are 
courting your hearts; which of them will you yield 
to? Is there any ſo fooliſh as to halt betwixt two o- 
pinions in this caſe? Is there any ſo mad as ſtand in 
doubt whether to dwell with Chriſt or the devil for 
ever? Now Michael and his angels, and the dra- 
gon and his angels, are ſtruggling for your hearts; 
à cunning devil is holding, and a dying Saviour is 
drawing ; now caſt the balance, and ſhew which of 
them you incline to: the eyes of the holy Trinity 
are on you, the eyes of angels and men are on yon, | 
to ſee what the iſſue will be. O then be wie and 
come preſencly, and make a ſurrender of your hearts 
to Cod in Chriſt, There is no muſic ſo melodious 
in God's ears, as the voice of young perſons weep- 
nig and covenanting with God. The ſeaſons of 
F youth 
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youth is the male in your flock, it belongs to God, 
let him have it, they are curied who deny it to him, 
and reſerve the blind and the lame to God, ſuch as 
the dregs of old age, or ſickneſs, Mal, i. 7. 

O communicants, ſee always to bring Chriſt alongſt 
with you in your covenanting with God; never think 
of covenanting with him but by facrifice; bring the 
ſacrifice of Chriſt's death to atone for the breach of 
the firſt covenant, and bring his ſuretyſhip to anſwer 
for your faithfulneſs in the ſecond, otherwiſe you can 


never call God your Father, nor be taken in among his 


children, Remember you are all engaged in this 
covenant by your parents undertaking for you in 
baptiſm; but aſſoon as you are capable, God will 
have you to renew 1t perſonally and explicitely, and 
to come ſenſible of your breaking this covenant, in 
running away from Chriſt's colours, and in going o- 
ver to the devil's camp; and deeply ſenſible of your 


folly in delaying and ſtanding out ſo Jong againſt 
Chriſt's gracious calls and free offers. O Come, as 
penitent prodigals, and mourning backſliders, with 
your faces Zion- ward, weeping as ye go, willing to 
enter into God's covenant, and give yourſelves away 
unto the Lord, who is your rightful owner. Since 


Chriſt comes to you at this occaſion, as in ſtreams of 
blood, it is ſurely proper that you meet him with 
ſtreams of tears for ſin, that cauſed his blood to be 
poured forth as water ; and that you come preſently 
to an open rupture with all his enemies, and parti- 
cularly with your unbelief, your pride, your paſſion, 


your hypocriſy, and other fins that have pierced 
him. Break with them all, and come to him with 


the appropriating acts of faith, ſaying, My Father, 


my Lord, and my God. 


"Mr 


ADVICE 


Strange Sights to be ſeen, &e. 229 
ADVICE' XXL 


From Luke v. 26. ; 
They glorified God, ſaying, We have ſeen ſtrange things 
to-day. : 
HESE, who have been attending ordinances, 

| ought to recolle& what they have been ſeeing, 
doing and hearing, and to be ſuitably affected there- 
with, Self-examination is needful after communicat- 
ing, as well as before it. Had you the eyes of faith 
open to ſee and obſerve the goings of our God and 
King in his ſanctuary ; you may then ſay on the evening 
of a communion-ſabbath, We have ſeen ſtrange and 
marvellous things to-day, You have ſeen the bloody 
tragedy of Chriſt's ſufferings repreſented and re- acted; 
Chriſt with garments dipt in blood fighting a bloody 
battle for us; in which the glory of the divine attri- 
butes are wonderfully diſplayed : behold the free love 
and mercy of God, who was highly offended with us, 
yet contriving our redemption, and giving the Son of 
his love to die for us, who were his enemies; and 
for this end creating a new thing in the earth, the 
incarnation of an infinite-perſon, making a woman, a 
virgin, to be mother of him that created her ! God 
incarnate is a world's wonder, Jer. xxxi. 22. A 
ſtrange thing! the Son of God conſents thus to 
humble himſelf and die for condemned criminals 
rather than he would ſee ele& ſinners plunged into the 
bottomleſs gulf of eternal miſery, in his love and pity 
he would put himſelf into it to keep them out ! : 
Here infinite wiſdom diſplayed in finding out a way 
to ſatisfy juſtice in puniſhing ſin ſeverely, and at the 
ſame time to gratify mercy in pardoning the ſinner 
freely! A ſtrange device! Juſtice and mercy are re- 
conciled, and kiſs one another in man's redemption 
by Chriſt's death, the demands of both are anſwered, 
and'the glory of both equally diſcovered I is 
. cen 
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ſeen the ſeverity of juſtice and fierceneſs of God's 
wrath againſt fin, in not ſparing his innocent Son 
when he became our Surety, nor abating him one 
farthing of the debt! Nay, he awaked the ſword of 
Juitice againſt him, and poured out the vials of his 
wrath upon him; which kindled a fire in his ſoul, 
made him ſweat, and fall to the ground; and there, 
he that made the heavens lay grovelling in the an- 
* his #pirit, and ſweating clods of blood! O 

ow heavy was the burden of guilt that preſſed his 
foul at this time. | 

Lou have ſeen a ſtrange thing, blood ſtreaming 
forth of marvellous virtue, that can ſoften hearts, 
though harder than a ſtone ; that can heal all the 
wounds given you by the old ſerpent; that can waſh 
away the deepeſt ſtains of guilt, and make creatures 
black as hell, whiter than fnow! And though many 
thouſands have been cleanſed by it, yet the ſtream is 
nowiſe defiled, but ſtill is pure and clear as cryſtal! 
You have ſeen the amazing humiliation of the Son of 
God for vile worms! a ſtrange thing! he was made 
a worm, a clod of duſt; yea, made fin for us! 
range ! that he who thunders in the heavens, ſhould 
be brought to ly in the manger, and cry in the cra- 
dle! that he who framed the heavens ſhould work 
with a-carpenter in his trade! that the great Judge 
of all the world, ſhould be brought to the bar, ac- 
cuſed as a malefadtor, condemned and crucitied be- 
twizt two thieves, that ſuch criminals as you might 
have a room among the blefſea ! You have ſeen the 
Lord of life, deprived of life, to purchaſe life for you 
Spotleſs holineſs made ſin, and eternal bleſſedneſs 
made a curſe to redeem you from ſin, and the curſe 
due to it! A ſtrange thing ! for the holy One of God 
to make ſuch an exchange with you, to take the 
curſe, to give you the bleſſing ] to take ſhame, to 
give you glory! to take death, to give you life! to 
take your ſins, to give you his righteouſneſs! A 
_ *. ſtrange 
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ſtrange thing ! to ſee the righteouſneſs of one Man, a 
robe large enough and ſufficient to cover many chou- 


ſands, ſo as not one ſpot of ans can be ſeen in them 
by the eye of infinite juſtice !————A ſtrange 


thing! to ſee Chriſt willing th have his ſide open- 


ed, to fatisfy doubting fouls of the reality of his 


love, that you might look into his heart, and 


ſee it panting with love to you, and hear him ſay- 


ing, as to Thomas, Be no more faithleſs, but believ- 
ing! Strange! to fee him bowing his head on the 
croſs, to whiſper comfort into your ear, ſaying, ; 
Now it ir finiſhed; I have drunk the brook in the 
way, even the whole river of God's wrath, fo that 


there is not one drop left for you; every believer 8 


debt is paid !—A ſtrange thing ! to behold the Fa- 
ther pleaſed: to ſee the bruiſes, agonies, and ſuffer- 
ings of his dear Son, that his enemies might be eter- 


nally freed 'from chem! 

A ſtrange thing ! to ſee death conquering. death; 
the death of Chriſt conquering all his and our ene- 
mies! If any had ſeen Chriſt entering the liſts with 


death and hell, law and juſtice, he might have 
ſtood amazed, and ſaid, O what will come of this 


Champion that is engaged with ſuch ſtrong ene- 
mies? But ſtay a little, and you thall ſee him lead 
captivity captive, triumphing over them all, and 
fetch all he came for, out of the hand of the devil! 


When Chriſt was — to the croſs, one might 


fave: thbught that devils; wicked men, and death, 
were triumphing'over him; but the word. faith, that 


om the trofs he ſpoiled principalitits and powers ; and 


made a ſhew of them openly, triumphing over them in 
it, Afttrange myſtery! while enemies were {coffin g 
and inſulting him, Chriſt is trĩumphing over them! 


A glorious conqueſt Chriſt's was, for he not only | 
ſubdued his enemies, but conquered them ſo far, as 


to-make them uſeful and ſerviceable to him and his 


people! Let us. admire the conqueſt and the Con- 


queror, 1 he v was 5 * men; ver, like Da- 
vid, 


ME 
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vid, he gloriouſly ſubdued Goliath, that defied the ar- 


mies of the God of Iſrael; he . the head of 


the old ſerpent that had bruiſed his heel, and enflav- 


ed his elect; and he put all his other enemies = 


flight! 
A ſtrange ſight! vou hk ren * God com- 
ing over the greateſt mquntains of difficulties, to 


pardon and fave ſinners! taking rebels to be bis 


children and favourites; and exalting them above 


angels that never ſinned ! You have ſeen the King of 


glory courting poor ſlaves, black Ethiopians, and 


inyiting them with outſtretched arms to come and 


match with him, and ſealing the marriage covenant. 
with his blood ! You have ſeen him make a rich feaſt. 
to them, and welcome them to feed on a crucified 
| Chriſt, and all his purchaſe! Behold the heavenly 
Pelican, that feeds his young ones with his blood! 


How amazing is the ſight, that God ſhould not only 
_ feaſt, but ſeal a marriage-covenant with you, whoſe - 


deſcent i is baſe, whoſe perſon is ugly, whoſe portion 
is nothing but diſeaſes and miſery! O what ſtrong 


ſights have you ſeen to· -day! you have ſeen the 
love of Chriſt, the worth of ſouls, the price of 
pardon, an emblem of the higher table, to which 


many of your friends and e eee are gone, 
where the feaſt will never „ 


Vou have ſeen, to-day, a ſtrange act of mercy, | 


to guilty and ill-deſerving creatures, who have eat 
and drunk before the Lord, and yet on them he hath 


not laid his hand; he hath made no breach upon 


any, as on Uzzah, Nadab, Abihu, or the men WW: 
Bethſhemeſh! ! He hath not {truck any dead with the 
bread in their mouths, or cup in their hands; nor- 


ſent any from the table to hell, though you muſt: ac- 


kne Wege you deſerved rather to have had a cup of 


Wrath put; in your hand; than a. cup of blefling ! 


A ſtrange ſight l that goſpel offers are yet continu- 
ed to theſe who have abuſed many facraments and ſer- 
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of grace, and offering pardon and mercy to theſe 
who have crucitied. him afreſh, and trampled his 
blood under foot. 
Have you ſean ne of gracious changes 
wrought on hearts and wills by the word, ſecure 
ſwouls awakened, blind eyes opened, proud creatures 
humbled, cartleſs fende to cry, Away with ” 
world, and give me Chriſtz none but Chriſt, 

- count all chings but loſs and dung in e e 
of Chriſt and his righteouſneſs, Theſe are ſtrange 
ſights, witch which you ſhould be much affected, ſo as 
to hate ſin, love Chriſt, bleſs God and glorify him 
with your hearts, tongues and lives, It is the end 
of all God's works that we ſhould glorify him.—Oh ! 
the beſt have reaſon to lament that they are ſo little 

affected with the marvellous things ſet before them in 
the word and ſacrament! surely when you compare 
the rock whence you are hewn, and that on which 
God ſets you! and when you conſider the low ſtoop 
Chriſt has made to purchaſe ſuch clods of earth oct 
fins with his blood, you have cauſe to be amazed at 
his love, and confounded your own ingratitude, 
in being ſo little affected wi his marvellous loving 
kindneſs, or melted for fin that was the cauſe of all 

his ſufferings !—0O let the ſtrange and wonderful to- 
; kens of Chriſt's love, you have been ſeeing and ſha- 
ring of in the ſacrament, engage you to more thank- 
fulneſs in heart and life. Have you been waſhing 
your robes white in the blood of the Lamb? be care- 
ful to keep them clean, and do not dehle them again 
in the mire of ſin; remember your vows, and keep 
your face ſtill towards your Father's houſe, which is 

a pure and undefiled dwelling: you cannot take fil- 

thy hands or feet thither, for no unclean thing en- 
ters there; Pſul: ⁊ciii. 5. H 2 becometh thine _ 
9 Lor 4, . ter. 
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234 Hungry a bs they are. 


ADV 16E- XXI 


| From Luke vi. 21. 
Bleſſed are ye that hunger now, for ye ſhall be filled, 


N ſcripture, hunger and thirſt, when z applied to 
1 fpiritval things, imports the ſame thing, to wit, 
4 — — deſire after ſpiritual and heavenly good 
things; which deſire implies ſpiritual life, a feel- 
ing ſenſe of want, and a longing. for food to the 
foul, together with the uſe af all proper means to ob- 
 tainit, Now, the main Object of this hunger or 
thirſt is Jeſus Chriſt, or God in Chriſt, Pſal. xlii. 1, 
2. Ki. 1. Now there are many things i in Chriſt 
which the hungry foul doth defire; as 1. Chriſt's 
blood, as the ſoul's ranſom and cleanſing fountain — 
2. Chriſt's Spirit, as the ſoul's quickner, comforter 
and guide.—3. Chriſt's righteouſneſs, as the ſoul's 
clothing and protection. 4. Chriſt's word, as the 
ſoul's daily food and ni —5. Chriſt's ſupper, 
as the fout's fealt and, e of heaven, 6, Chriſt's 
graces, as the ſoul's Miches and ornaments, ——7, 
Chriſt's way, or holineſs in heart and life, as the 
ſoul's path to heaven, ——8. Chriſt's day, as the 
ſoul's weekly market - day for getting in proviſions 
neceſſary for working, journeying, fighting, &c.— 
9. "Chriſt's manſions above, as the ſoul's dwelling 
place for eternal communion with God and his ſaints, 
Now, if ye would be truly bleſſed, yemuft hunger 
and thirſt for theſe things ny 3 that in 
_ theſe your true hanpifics doth iy, and not-m the 
world or ſenſual things. 
Again, ſee that your hunger be of the right kmd, 
that it be ſuitable, ſo that nothing can put it off or 
fatisfy it but Chriſt, the truly hungry ſoul will not 
be pleaſed with the beſt duties, ordinances, mini- 
Hers, ſermons, ſacraments, or oy thing s cl. 


: "The Miner are filled. = 
Chriſt, The hungry ſoul will adventurc on the 
— greateſt aifficulties for Chriſt ; he will part with any 
- thing for him: all the treaſures, honours, muſic, 
or comforts of life, cannot ſatisfy him, none but 
Chriſt the foul's food. True hunger will put him 
upon the uſe of all means, and make him content to 


ff take Chriſt on any terms, and. put a blank in his 


hand, and ſay, Lord, what wilt thou have me to d? 
I will ſubſcribe to any thing, only give me Chriſt, give 
me food to my ſtarving ſoul. . 
„Such 3 ſouls are bleſſed, becauſe he hath pro- 
miſed to ſatisfy and fill them. It is God that creates 
the appetite, and excites the hunger, and therefore 
hae will ſatisfy it. The hungry are the moſt earneſt 
and importunate beggars at the throne of grace; 
and. ſuch he has promiſed to hear, Luke ii. 9. The 
hungry will wait at- God's door for an alms, and he 
promiſes that theſe who wait for him ſhall not be a- 
thamed, Iſa. xlix. 23. The proud, the rich, the full and 
-ſelf-righteous will go away, if the door be not pre- 
ſently opened, but the hungry will atk, ſeek, knock, 
and knock again, and wait till God think fit to open, 
and grant an alms. Theſe God is bound by his word 


to ſatisfy. He is their Father, and hath the bowels 


of a father to pity his children. He hears the ra- 
vens and young lions when. they cry, and feeds them, 
and will he not hear his own children, and fill their 
hungry ſouls? Ves, he hath promiſed it. 
But what is that fill he promiſes to the hungry? ? 
i Anſw. He fills them with divine diſcoverjes, as with 
the knowlege of God's s greatneſs and majeſty, ſo as 
to make them ſenſible of their oon nothingneſs; and 
with the knowlege of God's goodneſs and free love 
to ſinners in Chriſt, ſo as to make them fall into rap- 
- tures of admiration, and cry, Who is a God like unto 
thee, that pardoneth iniquity, Micah vii. 18, He 
fills them with a diſcovery of the excellency of the 
be remedy for periſhing ſouls, fo as to make them 


X'3” ſay 


£26 Hungry Souls, who they are. 
fay it is a device every way worthy of God, Chrift's. 
mediatory offices, his covenant, his righteouſneis, 


1 
1 his blood, his purchaſe and fulneſs, da nobly anſwer 


all our iouls wants and neceſſities; they deliver us 
from ſin and miſery, and they bring us grace and 
glory. He fills his hungry people with goſpel- pro- 
miſes, by letting them ſee their name in them, and 
giving them faith to take hold of them and apply. 
them, Many a ſweet fill do they get from ſuch pro- 
miſes as theſe, Jer. xxxii. 40. Ezek. Xvi. 26, 28. 
Jer. ii. 22. 1 John ii. 1. Rom. xvi. 20. Heb, xiii. 5. 
— He fills them with the intimations of the pardon of 
| their fins, and with. peace and joy in believing, Rom. 
Av. 13. ſo as. to baniſh their doubts and fears. What 
à ſweet fill doth Chriſt's. vaice give them, ſuch as. 
"that in Mat. ix. 2. Luke iv. 36, 38. John xiv. 27. 
Ram. viii. 1,——He fills them with reſolution and. 
ſtrength to conquer ſin, perform duties, reſiſt temp- 


 Fations, and. bear afflictions; when he ſpeaks to them 


as to Paul, 2 Cor, xii. 9. or as in Iſa. xl. 10. and 
Iii. 2.—He fills them by. giving them ſweet returns 
.of prayer, Aſſurance of his love, and of his gracious . 
preſence. with them. He fills them, by making over. 
'Ehriſt's. folneſs and purchaſe to them, and by giving 
them Piſgah views of the promiſed land, and will at 
A(t fill them with glory. | 
It is. only the hungry that ſhall he filled, the needy, . 
the humble. and ſelf- denied, for the rich. are ſent: 
empty aauay, Luke i. 53. the rich, chat is theſe who 
are filled with a canceit. of their own ſtrength and 
fufficiency, their gifts and performances, and go a- 
dout ta eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of their own, and ſee- 
not their need af Chriſt: theſe ſhall go empty away, 
for they do nat prize Chriſt, nor are willing to come. 
up to his terms. They go away empty of Chriſt and 
dis riches: but alas, they go away filled with pride 
and ſelf-conceit, filled with love to ſin, love to the 
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world, and love to their own. righteoulnalss Oh. 
this is a miſerahle fill. 

O hungry ſouls, bleſs God that gives you this ap- 
petite, when others are rich and full in their own con- 
ceit, labour to preſerve this appetite, and wait about 
God's houſe and table, where ſoul · food is. to be had; 
and bleis him even for the ſmalleſt crumbs, as when 
he gives you a greater hatred of ſip, a higher eſteem. 
of Chriſt, a greater deſire after heart · holineſs, a reſt- 
leſſneſs without Chriſt, a willingneſs to part with all 
for Chriſt, or. ſtronger reſolutions to cleave to Chriſt 
and duty. Theſe crumbs are worthy. of thanks, 
though ye be not filled with joy and peace in belier- 
ing. Wait on the Lord, and wait for him in every 

ordinance and duty of his appointment, believing 
im to be faithful who hath jaid, ae Hall not be. 
ajhamed who avait. for nne. 

Jbject. Some may ſay, We have wajted long, and 
have not got a crumb. 2/w. Some eminent Gs: 
have-been put to cry, Hoa long wilt thou forget ae, 
Lord, ſhall it be-for ever, Pſal. xiii. But they.muſt-: 
wait in the:uſe of means until God s time come, and 
adore the ſoyereignty of God in his dealings wich 
them. His people have reſigned themſelves to the 
care. and wiſdom of od, who knows what is beſt . 
for them; believing there is a time coming when God 
will make up all their loſſes. O believers, there is a fill 
remaining for yon above, that will ſoon make you. 
erg. all. Four: days of 9 here below. N 


ADVICE XXIII. 


From Plat. cvii. 2. 8 | 
Let the redeemed. of the: Lord ſa y forme: 


Wis: is it ſuch perſons ſhould ſay? Let them 
both ſay and fiogof God's goodneſs. and n mer-- 


| TY The Redeemed of 5 ir ; 
cy to them; for (of all men) the redeemed of the 
Lord have moſt reaſon to be thankful for Chriſt's 
diitinguiſhing mercy in freeing them from the law's 
curſes and Satan's. power, from the guilt, dominion, 
-- and puniſhinent of lin; from the ſting of death, and 
the wrath to come, Believers are redeemed both 
from ſin and hell. 
QQ. How may I know if 1 be among theſe " | 
. _ ones, the redeemed of the Lord? A. Take theſe 
WH, marks.——Did you ever ſee your ſlavery and bon- 
WW -- dave by nature, ſo that no leſs than an infinite price 
and power could ranſom and liberate you !—Was 
you ſo convinced and humbled with the ſight of your 
© miſery, as to be content of freedom from it on any 
terms? Have you ventured your ſoul on Chriſt's 
merit and mercy,” conform to goſpel- offers, being 
well pleaſed-with the frame of the new-covenant, 
-and the ſelf-denying wor of ſaving ſouls by Chriſt's 
© imputed. righteoufneſs? Are you content; with 
+Chrilt to be your King and Ruler, as well as your 
| Frieſt and Saviour? Have you given up yourſelf to 
the Lord to live for · him, deſirous that his love: may 
always conſtrain you to do his will? O then, you 
may conclude, you are among the redeemed-of the 
Lord, and that his bleſſed A6 was ee and his 
dlood thed to ranſom ou. ; 
©, Peculiar reaſons have you to extol his: avodnef 
| and mercy above others. Why? be hath opened 
your eyes to ſee the beauty of your Redeemer, and 
the ways . of holineſs, when others remain in blind- 
neſs He hath opened your ears to hear the joyful 
found, and fall in with it, when others are deaf to it! 
— He hath looſed your tongues to pray and praiſe, 
when others are dumb and tongue · tie He hath 
opened your hearts to entertain Chriſt crucified, when 
- others thut him out! He hath brought you to a 
feeling of the evil and burden of fin, when others 


are without Og i—— He bach given you appe- 
| **- mes 
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cites for ſpiritual food, when others reliſh nothing 
but things earthly !———He hath given you the 
promile and hopes of compleat redemption from tin 
and miſery above, when others live without Chriſt 
and without hope? Let the redeemed of the Lord 
then ſing and praiſe above all others. 
O believing communicants, redeemed of the Lord, 
give him thanks, and expreſs your thankfulneſs by 
your thoughts and actions, as well as your words; 
namely, by your high eſteem of your Redeemer, and 
of his blood and righteouſneſs that purchaſed all for 
you. — By avoiding every thing that difhonours him, 
and flying from the fins that are common and faſhion- 
able where you live, By commending your Redeem- 
er to theſe who know him not.— By ſtanding up as 
witneſſes for him, and for his truths and ways, in 
the midſt of a Chriſt deſpiſing generation. —By ſtrict- 
ly obſerving the Lord's day, as being a weekly memo- 
rial of redeeming love, —By longing for the enlarging 
of Chriſt's kingdom, and rejoicing at the news of it; 
and by putting honour on all the friends and lovers 
of the Redeemer. | | | 
Laſtly, Shew your thankfulneſs, by ſinging pſalms 
hymns, and ſpiritual ſongs in praiſe of redeeming 
love, and of the Redeemer's perſon, offices and ſaf- 
ferings; a ſubject that can never be exhauſted, Sing 
praiſes to the great God, that humbled himſelf to 
leave his high throne, and come down to dwell in 
fleſh, and die for us; and to riſe again, and aſcend 
to heaven, to take poſſeſſion of the inheritance, and 
make accommodations for us there. On this account 
the Spirit calls us four times to ſing praiſes in one 
breath, Pſal. xlvii. 6. God is gone up with a ſhout ;_ 
fing praiſes to God, ſing praiſes ; fing praiſes unto our 
King, ſing praiſes, This ſinging is molt acceptable 
to God, and profitable to ourſelves. As God makes 
it the eternal work of heaven, ſo he would have ug 
frequently employed in it on earth, But Oh! how 
' do 


\ 


Aa 


2 ee 


240 . The Redeemed of the Lord, &c., 


2 58 we Fail here !' named churches abroad do far 
+. exceed us in the frequency of this duty, as they do 


in the variety and ſweetneſs of their tunes. 
What is ſinging, but a kind of reading with medi- 

tation and deliberation, in order to give the more 

free vent to the thoughts and affections to breathe 


and aſcend heavenwards. The wiſe God inſtitutes 
ſinging in his praiſe, becauſe the melody of the voice 


helps to affect the heart, and raiſe the thoughts; for 


be knoweth our frame. And indeed, it is only When 


the heart correſponds with the voice, that the muſic 


bs e to God: to this purpoſe one faith * „ 


Saveet lads the 4 erde, 
: When with the lines the heart accords, 


5 O let che redeemed ſing praiſe, and give ks | 


to God. for his unſpeakable gift, both now and for 
evermore. Amen. 
I ſhall add no more ſacramental advices þ in the pre- 


| ceeding method, but ſhall ſhut up all with a cluſter 


of ſhort ſcripture directions, proper not only for 
communicants, but for al Chriſtians ng hea- 
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Forty ScxreruRE Di rECTIONS, proper 
for all Cuzis ANS intending Heaven. 


T cake to be hs great concern of all baptized 
1 perſons to renew their baptiſmal covenant be- 


times, and, by a private tranſaction with God, to 
take the baptiſmal engagements upon themſelves, 
and thereby become Chriſtians by their own perſonal 
conſent and ſurrender, as well as by their parents 
dedication; and afterwards ; go and ſeal this tranſac- 
tion publickly, by partaking of the Lord's ſupper. 
Concerning this, I have given directions inthe Young. 
Communicant's Catechiſm. Only I would entreat 
all my readers, for Chriſt's ſake, and their "own 
ſouls ſake, to beware of going about this work in 
a ſuperficial or formal manner, and of reſting upon 
lip labour, and the external ipart of . 
never be eaſy until you inwardly and heartily cloſe 
with Chriſt, according to the gracious goſpel-offer 
which God makes unto you. Take no reſt till you 
yet your ſouls united to Chriſt by a true faith, and 
ſavingly renewed and changed from nature to grace 


by the efficacious working of the holy Spirit in re- 


generation. And as you are to cloſe with Chriſt . 
faith in your firſt converſion, ſo you muſt ſtudy to 

live all your days a life of faith on the Son of God, 
always making uſe of him, and leaning on him for 
righteouſneſs and ſtrength. I ſhall ſay no more by 
way or preface, but -proceed to branch forth the 
Chriſtian's 
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242 Ccripture Directions. 


Chriſtian's work and exerciſe in this lower world, 
in the following rr and directions. 
Direction I. Let never the world come in G od's 
room. Beware of the love of the world; often 
think upon that awakening word, 1 John i the 
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the 
eworld; if” any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him, Oh, this is the ruining fin of 


multitudes, their love to, and complacency in, the 
things of the world. Nay the moſt part of men 


are damned for loving the world too much, and lov- 

God too little. Remember the faſter grips ye 
— of the world, the looſer are your grips of 
Chriſt; and the more you get of the world, ye have 
the greater account to make to him that gives it, and 
has made you the ſteward. of it; therefore uſe your 
money and goods for his ſervice and honour: you 
muſt anſwer for your riches, but your riches can- 
not anſwer for you. Alſo, remember if ye ſet 
Four hearts on the world, it will be all that you 


will get; to have a competent portion of things 


earthly is a mercy, but to have earthly things for 
our portion is a dreadful miſery, «Wherefore, while 
your hand is in this world, let your heart be in 
beaven. Let the buſineſs of yn — be the buſi- 
nels: of your life. | 


Hired. 11. Keep 15 the fre opinion ow of the 
things of the world, that you will have when you come 
fo die. Lou ſee what a low price men ſet upon the 
riches, pomp and glory of the world when they 
are dying: had you the ſame thoughts of theſe 
things now, am ſure you would not venture the 
loſs. of your ſouls, the: loſs. of God's. favonr, the 
loſs of a good conſcience,” and the loſs of eternal 
nene — 

| 1 or 


* 
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of it, as many now do. Think much upon that 
text, Math. xvi. 26. POE Th 

Direct. III. Be not ſtrangers to yourſelves, but of- 
ten commune with your own hearts ; as directed, Pſal. 
iv. 4. When others are. cenſuring and back-biting 
their neighbours, be you ſearching and cenſuring 
yourſelves, Self- examination is a molt neceſſary duty. 
Examine yourſelves after every ordinance, what 
good you got by it, what entertainment you gave 
your Saviour; aſk how were your hearts affected by 
ſuch a word, c. Commune with your hearts a- 
bout your title to heaven: judge of your eternal 
ſtate by your ſpiritual ſtate, and judge of your ſpi- 


ritual ſtate by the delightful and cuſtomary actions 


of your lives. Judge of it by your hatred of ſin, 
and love to Chriſt, and by the conſcience you make 
of ſecret prayer, and reading God's word. In com- 
muning with your hearts, among other things, aſk 
yourſelves, what are likelieſt to be your death - bed 


thoughts and wiſhes? Will they not be ſuch as 
theſe? O that I had loved Chriſt more, and the 


world leſs} O that I had improven goſpel-opportu- 
nities better! O that I had accepted: Chritt's calls 
and offers more readily! O that J had ſpent more 
time in prayer and ſearching the ſcriptures! O that 
I had been more ſpiritual and fervent in every duty 
—Aſk yourſelves, what are theſe fins or practices 
which will be moſt trighifal to look back on, when 
ye ſee yourſelves juſt within a ſtep of God's tribunal ? 
ſtudy always to keep up death bed thoughts of 
things. Commune with your hearts about theſe 


things upon your bed, and alſo before you go to bed, 
let conſcience. bring in the accounts of every day 


before you ly down; mourn over the ſins of every 
day, and apply the blood of Chriſt for waſhing 

them away. Thus keep ſhort reckonings with God 
and conſcience, that you may not have old cores 
to clear when you come to a death-bed. Likewiſe 
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at theſe cominunings, let every man aſk himſelf, : 
what is my preſent tate and condition? Would 1 
be willing to ly down and die in the frame and 
diſpoſition I am in juſt now? And I know not but I 
may be as near death this moment, as if my friends 
were looking on me ſtruggling wih the Pangy = 
death on my bet. 

Direct. IV. Begin early in the ſervice Cod, HEY 
give him the days of youth, Eccl. xii. 1. Theſe 
who are young cannot begin their ſervice to God 
too ſoon; God deſires it, to ſhew God's delight in 
early piety, We ſee the ſeripture commends young 
ones for it; it is recorded with honour, that the 
child Samuel miniſtred to the Lord, 1 Sam. ii. 18, 
Joſiah is commended for his tender heart for God in 
his tender years, 2 Kings xxii. 19. Chriſt was well 
pleaſed with the Hoſannahs of the children that at - 
tended him. Math. 21. 15. 16. When Solomon in 
his youth ſought God for wiſdom, it is ſaid, the 
ſpeech pleaſed the Lord, 1 Kings iii. 10. So Timo- 


thy is commended for his early piety, 2 Tim. iii. 15. 


And God ſays to Iſrael, / remember the kindneſs of thy 
youth, Jer, ii. 2. And be recommends to every-one 
to begin ſoon, Fccl, xii. 1. The young diſciple was 
moſt beloved, and leaned on Chriſt's boſom. Now 
is the proper time. O young people, for making 


| your acquaintance with God, and for laying a good 


foundation ſor the time to come. .Repentance is 
eaſieſt in younger years; ſin is then leſs rooted, Sa- 
tan's grips leſs faſtened, goſpel offers are not ſo ſlight- 
ed, the ſpirit is not ſo much quenched, the conſci- 
ence not ſo hardened; the heart is then more eaſily 
melted and broke. God ſeeks the male of the flock, 

the belt of your time, O then let him have it, If 


F6ou forget God when young, it is juſt with: God to 


forget and negle@ you when old. 
Did, V. 8 the company that ſhunt Ged, and ow 


keep the company that God keeps, Pſal. cxix. 63, 115. 
Prov, 


- 
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Prov. xiii. 20. Look on the ſociety of the carnal _ 
or prophane as infectious; but reckon ſerious praying 
perſons the excellent ones of the earth, Such will 
ferve toquicken you when dead, and warm you when 
cold. Make the livelieſt of God' s people your great- 
eſt intimates; and ſee that their love and likeneſs 
to Chriſt be the great motive of your love to them, 


more than their love or likeneſs to you. It is not 


true Chriſtian love, but party love, to love only 
theſe who are of your ſentiments in all things, Yea, 
though they ſhould differ from you in ſome things, if 
you {ee God's image on them, and that they have 
fellowſhip with the Head, you ought to love them, 
and have fellowſhip with them; keep up the com- 
munion of ſaints, for it is one of the articles of our 
creed, - Chriſtian conferrence and ſocial prayer have 
been bleſſed of God to preſerve the life of religion 
in, many places, therefore let theſe who fear the 
Lord ſpeak often one to another, Mal. iii. 16. 
Direct. Vl. Put a high value upon precious time, | 
and loſe none of it by ſloth, Eph. v. 16. Eſteem time 
as theſe do who are at the point of death; and al- 
ways remember that it is impoſſible to call time a- 
gain. Look upon the loſs of time as a greater loſs 
than the loſs of your money, or any worldly thing; 
and therefore ſhun time · waſting games, unprofitable. 
diverſions, and idle talking. Eſpecially value the 
molt precious part of your time, ſuch as the morn-' 
in of youth, the morning of every day, and par- 
ticularly the precious time of the Lord's day. Loox 
on the Lord's day as a tryſt day with” heaven; 
loſe not any part of it, but carefully improve it 
for God and the good of ſouls, both your own and 
others. It is want of thought, not want of 
work, that _makes any tay, they have time to 
| ſpate, 3 
Direct. VII. ' Ally 4 hi tle time every day to think 
n eternity. Conſider 825 import of theſe words, 


5 . everlaſting 


ful of the 2 rang of lie, Phil. ii. 12. 
the buſineſs of 1 
your life; it is to think much on the end of your 
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everlaſiing puniſhment, and life eternal, Matth. 
xxv. 46. O eternity, eternity, that is never near- 
er an end, but always, as it were, but beginning! 
one ſerious thought of eternity is enough to ftrike 
a careleſs ſoul to the heart, Why he ſtands every 
hour at the door of eternity, and if he ſtep in while 
out of Chriſt, he is eternally undone; eternally in 
deſpair, — © the ſwift river time is carrying every, 
one of us into the ocean of eternity, an ocean that 
hath neither bank nor bottom, and what each of 
us muſt ſoon launch forth into. What an awful 
thought is this! Every one of us is within a ſtep 
of being eternally bleſſed, or eternally curied ! Eter- | 
nally. ſaved or eternally damned! O if every one 
would believe and conſider this, and be wiſe, ſo as 
to pray as for eternity, repent as for eternity, hear 
as for eternity, live as for eternity, obey and do e- 
very thing as for eternity. 

Direct. VIII. Throughout your whole 1 life, be mind- 
Now 
is to make it fure that Chriſt i is 


life, and provide for it; it is to lay hold on eter- 
nal life, and keep ſtill ſight of it: ſo that when 


. Chrift who is your life ſhall appear, ye may alſo ap- 


fear with him in glory, Cold iii. 4. Let not religion 
be your diverſion, but your buſineſs ; mind it as the 
one thing needful; give all diligence to make your 
calling and election ſure. Make ſure your calling, 
and thus you make ſure your election. If you would 
make ſure your calling, make it ſure that you are 
united to Chriſt by faith, and that Chriſt is the life 
of your ſouls, Do not reſt in convictions, nor in 
tears, or prayers or duties, nor in any thing ſhort 
of Chriſt. Preſs both for an intereſt j in Chriſt, and 
for the aſſurance of it. Aſſurance is attainable, and 
actually attained by many; and it is moſt neceffary 
for chearful obedience, for 8 the croſs, rejoic- 


ing 
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ing in the Lord, giving thanks for redeeming love 


2 and for performin g many other duties of Chrittiani- 


Hired. FX. Let the rational foul govern, and the 


hot be ſubſerutent to it, 1 Cor. ix. 27. Alas, many 
on the contrary make their ſouls drudges to —_ 
bodies, and employ their noble faculties holy 


deviſing how to pleaſe the fleth.' Ah, what fools 


are they who mind nothing but their bodies! Why? 
they are the greateſt enenues to their bodies, for by 
ſo doing they forfeit the eternal happineſs of their 
bodies, as well as of their ſouls; Whereas theſe whe 
prefer their ſouls, and mind them chiefly, they con- 
fult the happineſs of their hodies, as well as of their 
ſouls; for the body is never ſo well as in heaven; 
when faſhioned like Chriſt's glorious body, then it is 
in perfect and eternal health. 
Direct. x. Study both to live and die*in the l 


3 repentance and godly mourning for* fi . n, Matth. 


v. 4. Some may think repentance 4 melancholy 
- - word, but it is one of the ſweeteſt words in all the 
book of God; it is a goſpel-duty, for the law or 


ceovenant of works admitted of no repentance; it is 


the effect of God's free love in and throùgh Chriſt, to 
open the door of repentance to fallen ſinners; it 
coſt Chriſt his blood to obtain it for us, and it is his 


free gift to us, Acts v. 31. Surely it is good news 


to hear that our Sovereign bids poor condemned 


criminals, that were- brought to the place of exe- 
cution, repent, and throw themſelves down at his 

feet, and they ſhall” get pardon. It was the ſum 
both of John' 8 Lane Chriſt's preaching, Reprut, for the 


kingdom of od is at hand. It was the ſaying of a 


| ' godly miniſter, That if he were todte i in the pulptt, 


* he would with to die pręaching repentance and if 
* gut of the pulpit, he Would wilh to die pratti- 
0 Wen Li & repentance” Auguitine faith, my 9 
10 1 3 „ 13 


%. 
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sis the fitteſt diſpoſition both for dying Chrif- 


„ tiaus and mialers,” And it is written of 
himſelf, that he died with tears in his eyes, 
weeping for ſin. This is a duty never out of ſea- 
ſon; therefore ſtudy daily to keep up a tender and 
mourning frame, maintain contrition of heart and 
abhorrence of fin, and for that end take every day 
a turn upon mount Calvary, Many think it a ſad 
E1ing to be repenting on earth, but it is a far ſad- 
der thing to be repenting in hell. Seek repen- 
tance from God for Chriſt's ſake; ſay with Ephraim, 
Jer. xxxi. 18. Turn thou me and 1 Jon be turned, 
for thou art the Lord my God. 
Direct. XI. While you mind the 5 Auch of 
holineſs or inherent righteouſneſs, let it never take the 
Place of imputed righteouſneſs, Rom. x. 3. Pal. 
Exi. 16. Inherent righteouineſs indeed is to be loved, 
but imputed righteouſneſs only is to be truſted; bor 
though inherent righteouſneſs or holineſs be a neceſſa- 
ry qualification for heaven and ſalvation, and our 
evidence for it; yet it is imputed righteouſne!s only 
that is the foundation of it, and our title to it. Let 
Chriſt's name be dear to you, The Lord our Me 
puſpeſs. | 
Direct. XII. * Chrift as your — in all 
baſes, and in every ſirait go. to him for relief; Pſal. 
Sxix. 122. Ha, xxxviii. 14. Study therefore to he 
well acquainted with your Surety, and live near him. 
When the law demands payment of debt, and 
| threatens you with priſon, look to Chriſt, and cry, 
Lord, be ſurety for me, Lord, undertake for me — 
When you are called to perform duties, bear af- 
Merions, reſiſt temptations, ſtruggle with eorruptions, 
engage with enemies, Oc. Look ſtill to Chriſt to 
be your Surety, and to undertake for you; plead 
with him to make out that promiſe to you, Deut. 
XXIli. 25. An thy days fo ſhall thy ſi rength be. 
Direct. XIII. As you expect to live auith Cbriſt in 


* ſtudy fo live 7 e on earth, 2 Cor. v. * 
7 1 


| 
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Phil, i. 21. If you would live to Chriſt here, chew you 
muſt make Chriſt's honour and glory your ultimate 
end in all your deſigns and actions; and make your 
moſt valuable intereſts ſubſervient to his intereſt and 
glory. Study an uniyerſal conformity to Chriſt's holy 
laws and precepts, and make it your great buſineſs 
to approve yourſelves to Chriſt in all things : chuſe 
the things that pleaſe him, and carefully avoid eve- 
ry thing that is dupleaſing to him, Plal. exix. 30. 
Ha, lvi. 4 | 
Hire. XIV. Cleave fu faſt to Chrift, and the way of 
holineſs, whatever it may coft you, Acts xi. 23. 2 Tim. 
iii, 12. Think not the worſe of Chriit and his ways, 
that they, are periecuted or reproached, and that few 
do own chem. Chriſt foretold this, and ſaith, His. 
way is a narrow way that few walk in. Join with 
the little flock to whom the kingdom is promiſed, 
which will abundantly compenſate all your ſufferings: 
for Chriſt. Never follow a multitude to do evil, 
but cleave to Chriſt however few join you. 
Direct. XV. Seek the approbation of G od aboveithat 
& men, 2 Cor. x. 18, What is the applauſe 9 
worms to the ſmiles of the God of heaven? What 
would it avait us to have poor men like ourielves to 
commend us, when. the great God that made us doth 
condemn us no matter though men cenſure or con- 
demn our aclions, if God approve and commend them, | 
I a very fmall thing to be-judged-of man's Judgment, . 
fut he that judgeth us is the Lord, Cor. iv 3. 4. : 
Direct. XVI. Be much employed in admiring God's . 
rgedeeming love, and Chriſt's ſu retiſpip ſor us, 1 John 
i. „ 16. This is the employment of the redeemed 
to all eternity, Rev. v. 9. And all who go to hea- 
ven muſt be acquaint with their work while here, 
Rev. i. 5. O-what matter of eternal wonder and 
praiſe is there in God's giving his dear Son to be our 
Surety and Sacrifice, and i in the Son's 9 un- 


Wen it: | 
|  Dired, 


N 


wr” 56' © Serepture Directions 
Diredd. XVII. Delight much in thinking a and Heat 


ing of Cbriſi, and particularly of his death and Suffers 
ings fer us, Luke ix. 31. Rev. v. 9. 12. Oh, did 
de wade through a ſea of wrath, a ſea of blood, a 


ſea of ſorrows 88 ſufferings, to bring redemption 


to us? And will we ever forget him! The great Cod 


takes great 38 in the werk of our redemption, 
and is well pleaſed with our Redeemer who undertoox 
it. God repeated that he made man, but never re- 

ted his redeeming man. Now, what God delights 


in, we ſhould delight in, eſpecially ſince we reap the 


benefit. We ſee, from Luke ix. Rev. v. that the 


fubject of Chriſt's death is matter of diſcourſe and 


praiſe to the glorified fociety above. When Moles 


and Elias came from heaven to mount Tabor to wait 


upon their transfigured Lord, they choſe Chriſt's death 


for the ſubject of their converſation: M hy? Chriſt's 


death was the ſpring and cauſe of all their glory in 
heaven: neither Moſes or Elias had ſhined there 


had it not been for Chriſt's geath. And ſhalk not we 
here below, delight i m thinking, ſpeaking and ſinging 


of this noble ſubject, Which is the ground of alb the 


- Happineſs we either have, or hope for 


Direct. XVIII. Treat objettions raiſed againſt your 


tleſing with C briſt, as ſuggeſtions of the enemy, that 
#s ſeeking the ruin of your fouls. Reject them, as 
Chriſt did Peter's eounſel, Mat. Avi. 23. Get thee behind 
me, Satan. As Satan would have hindered Chriſt's dy- 


ing for us; ſo he would hinder us from. relyio gg on 
any 


©, Chriit's Jeith b, faith one, Iamunworthy o 


ſhare in Chriſt's death. fu. If you will have no- 


thing but what vouware worthy of, you muit have no- 

thing but hell. What was Abraham, Paul, Mag- | 
* — the thief on the croſs, the idolatrous Corin- 
thians worthy of, before the Lord called them? 


Whatever be your unworthineſs, are you willing to 


apply Chriſt's blood? Then ſee what Chriſt faith to 
Jou, Kev. Xii. 17. Whoſeever will, let bim take of 


the 


ö 


u. from all ſin? O bleſs him for that word 4. 
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the water of life freely. O but, ſaith another, my 


ſins are heinous, Anuſab. Canſt thou be more guilty, 
than Chriſt is gracious | Doth he not promite to waſh. 


away fins that are like ſcarlet and crimſon, Iſa. i. 18. 


and tells you, 1 John i. 7. That his blood cleanſeth, 


Do not then believe Satan, who would tempt thee to 
think that God hath caſt thee off; but, in ſpite of all 


he can ſay, ſtill believe God's faithful word, that 
there is mercy enough in God, merit enough in Chriſt, 


power enough in the Spirit, and room enough in the 


geoſpel- offers and promiſes to you. Believe that 
word, Lam. iii. 25. The. Lord is good to them that 


avait for him, to the ſoul that ſeeketh him. Say to thy 
foul, ©, Can this word of God fail? Has God made 
«© thee willing to wait and ſeek for him, and is he 
* not willing to be found of thee? O my ſoul, doſt 
© thou not ſee an infinite perfection in Chriſt's righ- 
« teouineſs, in Chriſt's blood and merits.” We may 
ſee an end of all earthly perfection, but we can ſee 
no end of Chriſt's perfection, which is infinite. 

Direct. XIX. Study much theſe great goſpel- leſſons 
of denying yourſelves, and exalting God's free grace, 
Mat. xvi. 24. 1 Cor. i. 31. The deſign of the goſpel 


is to caſt down ſelf, and all idols, that God alone 


may be exalted ; it ĩs to make ſelf nothing, and God 
all, in point of wiſdom, ſtrength, righteouſneſs, and 


glory; it is to take man wholly off himſelf, and caſt 
him on Chriſt for the whole of his ſalvation, It is a 


good ſign of a ſaving change upon the heart, when a 
man 1s 3 — humbled, and caſt into the goſpel 


mould, when ſelf- -loving i is turned into ſelf-loath-+ 


ing, ſclf-admiring into ſelf-abhoring, ſelf-excuſing 
into ſelf-accuſing, and ſelf-ſeeking into ſelf-denying: 

Direct. XX. Draw all your flrength for work and 
e from Chriſt, and preſent all your duties to God. 


 fa'Chrift's name, Ha. xlv. 24. Col. iii. 17. Chriſt. 
himſelf tells us, That without him abe can do nothing. 


8 « & that 1 IS, EY ar ight, Or r nothing that 
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is acc-ptable to God. All our duties, if acceptable; 
muit be done in Chriſt's ſtrength, and covered with 
his righteouſneis. The apoitle owns that of hiinſelf 
he could not ſo much as think a good thought, 2 Cor, 
iii. 5. but he could do all things through Chriſt that 
firengthened him, Philip. iv. 13. And hence exhorts 
us to be ftrong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might, Eph. vi. 10, Let us think, before we go to 
duty, from whence our ſtrength for it muſt come, 
and ſtudy to fetch it in by faith, and believing ejacu- 
lations ; and when we are aflited, let us aſcribe the 
glory to Jeſus, Be aſſured of this alſo, that your 
moſt coltly ſacrifices are unſavoury, if they be not 
perfumgd with the fragrant incenſe of Chriſt's merits 
and interceſſion; and that your faireſt righ/couſne/7 

it but as filthy-rags in God's ſight, if Chak: s righte- 
ouſneſs do not cover it. Let it therefore be: your con- 

ſtant language, In the Lord Feſur have 4 righteouf- | 

1226 and ſtrength, Wa. xlv. 4. 

Direct. XXI. In all the actions of your life, 2 
the Lord ftill before you, Pial. xvi. 8-—xxv..15. Ac- 
 Kknowlege him in all your undertakings, and by faith 
and prayer commit your way to him, look to him 
for direction and ſuccels, and depend on him as the 
Father of your mercies, the ſum of your bliſs, the 
ſtrength of your Hfe, the ſtaff of your bread, the 

breach of your uoitrils, and the length of your days. 

Set the Lord always before you as your almighty 
Creator, your loving Redeemer, your rightful OY n- 
er, your careful Prelerver, your all ſufficient Porti- 
on, your holy Pattern, your obierving Witneſs, and 
your awful Judge. Undertake and perform all your 
actions under x fenſe of God's all- ſeeing eye, and of 
your being accountable to him for all you do. | 

Direct. XXII. Whether ye eat, or drink, or what- 
fevers ye do, do all to the gloxy of God, 1 Cor. x. 31. 
We eat and drink to God. s glory, when we do it for 


| the cad that our Eee ts be fitted to ſerve our 


- - 
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Duls in honouring and ſerving God; and when we 


receive theſe mercies with hnkbelneſs from the 


hand of God, and depend upon God's blefling to | 


make them nouritbing to'us; and when we remember 
we are but {ſtewards of what we poſſeſs, and are ac- 
countable to God the Proprietor how we improve 
theſe earthly bleſſings to his honour and ſervice.— 
You muſt alſo apply the buſineſs of your callings to 
God's glory, and this you do, when you depend on 
God to bleſs you in it, and to proſper the work of 
your hands, and to arm you againſt all the ſins, 
ſnares and temptations, which your buſineſs may 
give occaſion to. You ought allo to pay and receive 
vilits, and attend company with an eye to God's 

glory, by bleſſing God for giving you friends and 
earthly accommodations, and looking to God for 
wiſdom to behave yourſelves ſo, as ye may do no 
harm to theſe ye converſe with, nor get any harm 
from them: but on the contrary, may be helped to 
do them good, and get benefit from them. — You are 
alſo to undertake journies for God's glory, to look to 
him for protection by the way, and for direction, 
through bearing and ſucceſs. 

Direct. XXIII. Spend as much time as poſſible i in 
ſecret prayer and converſe with (0d, 1 Theſſ. v. 17. 
And that ye may do this with delight, endeavour to 
keep your hearts always in a ſerious praying frame, 
with an abiding impreſſion of God upon your fpirits, 
There is a great difference betwixt a ſerious fit and a 
ſerious frame. Ahab, Saul, Felix, and others, had 
their ſerious fits, but religious perſons only keep their 
fouls in a ſerious frame, and ſtudy to be in the fear of 
the Cord all the day long, as God enjoins us, Prov. 


xxiii. 17. Prayer, that is acceptable to God, muſt 
be performed with faith, delight an4 liveline's, and 
not with deadneſs and wearineſs, as if it were a taK 


or- burden. A life without prayer, or a prayer 
without life, are both hateful to the God of our life. 


He is s the living God whom we worihip, and bath no 
plea- 
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pleaſure in dead performances: but they who delight 
themſelves in duty, ſhall have the deſires of their 
hearts granted them, Pal. Xxxvii. 4. Surely they 


| who ſpend their days in faith and e ſhall end 
" their days in peace and comfort. 


Direct, XXIV, Make conſcienc# of family religi. 


9 on, as well as of the cloſet duties, Joilh, xxiv. 15, 


2 Sam, vi. 20. Neglect not family- prayer and praiſes, 
reading the word, catechiſing children and ſervants, 


ſanctifying the ſabbath, exhorting to duty, reproving 


and curbing ſin, Religion and reformation muſt be- 
gin in families, if we would with it to be national 


and univerſal, God is the Author and Founder of 


families, and therefore ſhould have homage ſrom 
families, as ſuch, by the morning and evening fa- 
erifice of prayer and praiſe. Go to him to bleſs fa- 
mily-mercies, ſupply family- wants, ſanctify family- 
trials, and redreſs family- grievances. Early train 
up children in the way they ſhòuld go, pray much 


for them, and for God's weling on the means of 


their education. 

Direct. XXV. Begin and end every day with God, 
Pſal. v. 3.—iv. 8. Let prayer be the key to open 
the heart to God in the morning, and lock it againſt 
all his enemies at night. Let no Chriſtian ſay he 


cannot pray; for prayer is as neceſſary to him as 


breath, Lam. 3. 56. Let none ſay, they have not 
time for it; better take time from ſleep, than want 
time for prayer. Think it not enough to ſay your 
prayers, but mind you muſt pray your prayers, pray 
with ſincerity and fervour. Think with yourſelf, 
this morning may be my laſt morning, or this night 
my laſt night; for certainly that morning cometh 
of which you will never ſee the night, or that night 
of which you will never ſee the morning. Let the 
concluſion of every day put you in mind of the con- 
eluſion of all your days, by the long night of death, 


that will put an end to all your work, and bring you 
to count and reckon with your great Maſter about 


your 
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your work, O to lye down every night reconciled. 
with him! O that we could lye down and leaye our 
hearts with Chriſt, and compoſe our ſpirits fo, as if 
we were not to awake till the heavens are no more. 
Direct. XXVI Seeing none knoweth what a day 
may bring forth, ſpend every day as it were to be 
your laſt, Prov. xxvii, 1, Look on Jour ſelves as 
ſtanding every day at the door of eternity, and 
hundreds of diſeaſes and accidents ready to open the 
door to let you in. No doubt you have ſometimes 
apprehended yourſelves nearer death than you think 
yourſelves juſt now; yet it is certain that death was 
never ſo near you, nor judgment never ſo near, you 
as they are at preſent, We, who ſtand every hour 
at the door of eternity, ſhould ſpend our precious 
hours with the greateit frugality, ſeeing the work 
we have in hand is ſoul work, and work on which 
eternity depends; and the time we have to work 
it in, is very ſhort, and cannot be recalled. This 
ſhort life being only a paſſage to eternity, it ' ould 
be ſpent as a continual preparation for eternity, 
Surely theſe 12 5 have immortal ſouls ſo near eter- 
nity, have other work to do than trifle away time 
in tippling, idle talking, gaming, and ſuch ver 
ons. | 
Direct. xxXVII. Sojourn in this wards as — 
bers, keeping fo looſe from the world, as to he able te 
pack up and be gone from it upon ſhort warning, 1 Pet. 
i. 17, 1 Cor. vn. 24, 31. We have no continuing 
city nor certain abode here; therefore let us always 
be ready to ariſe and depart. And if we would be 
right travellers towards Zion above, we muit have 
Chriſt in our hearts, heaven in our eye, and the 
world under our feet. We muſt take God's Spi- 
rit for our guide, God's word for our rule, God's 
glory for our end, God's fear ſor our gnard, God's 
people for our companions, God's praiſe for our re- 
creation and God's promiſes for our cordials. We 


j 
. — 
ef. | 
U 
3 1 
4 
1 
i 
: Bi 
3 
5 * 
5 
i 
i 
£ 
J 
| 
9 a 
I 


| 

t 

_ 

| 17 
* v: : 


— — — 
—— 


— PEEING 


— 


a - 
nas ISS 
S - q — 
= = i" 
=_ = 
E * oe 
__ va - 3 
= ö 
— — 1 
— . er er Ae ee eo m 
. 2 


are deſigned for your nouriſhment, | 
growth, T herefore a in grace, * 
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muſt make religion our buſineſs, prayer our delight. 
holineſs our way, and heaven our home. 0 
Zion's travellers, diſtinguiſh yourſelves from the men 
that dwell upon the earth; let Chriſt always be pre- 
cious to you, the word ſweet, {id bitter, the world 
a wilderneſs, and death welcome. Let Chriſt's 
will be your will, Chriſt's diſhonour your affliction, 
Chriit's cauſe your concern, Chriſt's ſucceſs your joy, 
Chriſt's day Your delight, Chriſt's croſs your glory, 
Chriſt's ſuffefings your meditation, Chriſt's wounds 
your refuge, Chriſt's blood your balm, Chriſt's 
righteouſneſs your clothing, and Chriſt's preſence 
your heaven. While travelling here, let your 
hearts burn with love to Chriſt, love to think of 
Chriſt, love to hear of Chriſt, love to read of 
Chriit, love to ſpeak of Chriſt, love to ſpeak for 
Chriſt, leve to ſpeak to Chriſt. 

Direct, XXVIII. Keep up a lively ſenſe of ſacra- 
mental Bows and engagements, and walk anfwerably 


thereto, Pſal. Ivi. 12, 13. You are under a ſacramen- 


tal oath to be true and faithful foldiers to the Cap- 
tain of your ſalvation, ſee that you fight his battles 
againſt his and your enemies, the devil, the world 
and the fleſh. Remember what your Captain has 
done and ſuffered for you, let his love, as well as 
your oath, conſtrain you to abide by his ſtandard, 

Never go over to his enemies camp, nor keep cor- 
reſpondence with them. Your glorious Captain 
gives you choice feaſts at his table to ſtrengthen and 
encourage you both for work and warfare; waik 
on in ſtrength of theſe ſpiritual meals, and grow 


ſtronger in grace, and more lively in ſpiritual du- 


ties, pray more fervently, hear more attentively, 
meditate more frequently, partake more believingly, 


© keep ſabbaths more delightfully, and walk worthy 


of the Lord to all weltpleaſing. Your ſpi = meals 
and 
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if you would lay up a treaſure of glory for your- 
ſelves hereatter, lay up a treaiure. of grace in your 
hearts juſt now; increale faith, love, heart-purity 
and humility, Whoever 1s rich in grace now, will 
be rich in glory hereafter: for what is grace but 
glory begun, and what is glory but grace perfected? 
Who then would not love grace, ſeeing it is begun 
glory, and a certain pledge of compleat glory. 

Direct. XXIX. Improve the talents ' God gives you 
for his ſervice and glory, Luke xix, 13. Reine: nber 
you were not made tor yourſelves only, but for the 
ſociety and benefit of others; therefore employ your 
gifts, ſubſtances, and whatever God has beitowed, 
tor the good of others; teach the ignorant, relieve 
the poor, ſtrengthen the weak, comfort theſe that 
are caſt down, tell them your experiences, commend 
Chriſt as a choice Maſter and lovely Saviour, and 
invite them to come ta/?e and ſee that he is good; pity 
theſe who are ſtrangers to him, and pray for the n. 
Be uſeful to others while you live, which will make 
your memory ſavoury when you die; many, alas, 
are ſo unprofitable in their lives, that when they 
come to die, neighbours ſcarce think their life worth 
a prayer, or their death worth a tear; but public- 
ſpirited and uſeful perſons are much lamented Let 
every one in their itations be active and occupy their 
talents for God. Be ailured, the more you do for 
God in this world, the more God will do for you in 
the world to come. It the ſaints were capable of 
grief in heaven, it would be for their doing ſo little. 
for God on earth. 

Direct. XXX. Let all believers be thankful to God 
for his diſtinguiſhing favours and mercies to them, 
_ Plal, exvi, 8, 12, A life of praiſe. doch highly be- 
.come the proofs of God's love to you. Fall down 
| humbly before God, and aſcribe all to his free unde- 


ſerved grace! For who 1s it that: maketh thee to di er 


from another? What haſt thou, but what thou haft re- 
ceived in. a wy free giſt? O wonder at his free 
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love, that has diitinguiſhed you from others! has 


done that for you, that he has not done for thou- 
ſands, for my11ads, for millions! nor for theſe who 
fit in the ſame aſſembly, or dwell in the ſame houſe 
wich you! © bleis God who ſent his dear Son to ran- 
ſom you, and bring you out of priſon, when others 
are left in bondage! Who lent his holy Spirit to open 
your eyes, when others are left blind; to open your 
ears, when others are left deaf; to open your hearts 
when others are left fhut; to open your mouths to 
praite free diſtinguiſhing love, when others are left 
dumb. Employ your tongues then to commend his 
love, and ſing his praiſe, 

Direct. XXXI. Since Cod diftinguiſhes you from 
others, in his mercies to you, fee that you diſtinguiſh 
yourſelves from ethers, in your ſervice to him, Mat. v. 

47. Are you Chriſtians indeed? You are under ſtrong- 
er obligations to live and act for Chriſt, than others: 
Why? you have both your new name and new na- 
ture from Chriſt, which others have not; you are 
more nearly related to Chriſt than others; you are 
engaged to act for him, by more frequent and ſolemn 
vows than others; you have greater mercies beſtow- 
ed on 485 than others; ; others have been common 
mercies, but you have covenant mercies, mercies 


that accompany falvation.———— You have ſpiritual, 


life within you, and divine inflicences* which others 
want; not only the world, but Chriſt himſelf ex- 


pects more {rom you than others; all which are pow-. 


erful engagements on you, to do more for Cod than 
others 
than others; you talk more of them, you profeſs 
more, you promiſe and 8 to do more than o- 
thers; yea, God has done unfpeakably more for you 
than others, and he may juitly expect more from you 


You know more of the things of od 


* 


than others and put chat queitzon to you, Hat doe 


for me more than others? Mat. v 7. 

ue. Wherein ſhould believers diitinguſth theme 
felves, and do more for Cod than others? . An ſeu. 
You 
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You ſhould be witneſics for God, and teitify againſt 
wha: is diſhonouring to him, by abitaining from all 
known fin, and from theſe ſins which are common 
and fathionable, and little thought of by. others. 
By reproving ſin in others, and endeavouring topluck-. , 
them out of the fire. By keeping up family re- 
ligion even in the midit of buſineſs, and baniſhing all 
known vice from your dwellings, even minc'd oaths, 
raſh uſing of God's name, . idle. walking or talking 
on the Lord's day, back- -bitings, evil wiſhes, . re- 
vengful actions, unneceſſary drinking or tippling,.. 
lottery- games and paitimes of bad report, G. 
Be zealous for ſabbach-holineſs. Be meek and lowly 
in your carriage; commend Chriſt to others; ſpeak 
for the honour of religion before theſe. who diſre- 
gard it; ſhew ſpecial regard to thoſe who are ſtamp- 
ed with God's image, though mean or deſpiied; . be 
ready to forgive wrongs, and render good for evil; 
deal honeitly and juitly with all men, be ſober: and 
temperate in eating, drinking, ſleep, apparel, c. 
guard againſt pride, paſſion, baity and unguarded 
words; put great reſpect upon God's word and 
ordinances; be concerned for the enlarging of Chriſt's 
kingdom; never venture upon any known-ſin fer the 
ſake of worldly gain; make conſcience of relative 
and ſtational duties, as to the good huſbands, of 
wives, good parents. good children, good maſters, 
good ſervants, good neighbours, Cc. In ſuch things: 
as theſe, you are to do more for God thaw others; 
Direct. XXXII. Be not content with a fair profe}-- 
on of religion; or with à form of godlineſt, and a: 
name 10 lie among men, Tit. i. 16. 2-Tim; iii. 5. 
But endeavour to know and feel the power of godli- ö 
na ſs in your hearts, and to have ycur practice in all: 
reſpects correſponding to your. profeſſion: If your 
practice be not anſwerable to what you profeſs; you 
ſin againſt great light, you difcredit religion, and 


tempt men tu chin it all hypocriſy, If 2 man live 
235 1 4541 | 
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and die a meer profeſſor, it had been better for him 
he had lived and died a meer heathen. 


Dired. XXXIII. Keep always a watch on the door 
of your lips, Plal. cxli. 3. ſeeing the tongue hath a 


world of iniquity init, Jam, iii. 6. Keep it as with 


2 bridle, Pfal. XXXIX, 1, and beg the Lord's help to 
keep it, and that he himſelf may ſet a watch upon 
your 1 mouths, as the Pſalmiſt prays, Pial. cxli. as 
knowing that no watchtulneſs or reſolution of our 
own is ſufficient for the governing of our tongues, 
without God's ſpecial grace, without this the moſt 
wake-rife watchman watcheth in vain, Earneitly 
ſeek for Chriſt's lake, God's ipecial grace to govern 
this unruly member, that it may not be ſuffered to 
utter words which may tend to the dithonour of 
God, or to the hurt of men. Study to govern'your 
tongues by uſing God's name with reverence, ſpeak- 
mz always what is truth and what is ſeaſonable, 
uſeful and edifying, guarding carefully againſt lying, 
evil ſpeaking, paſſionate, proud and ſelf . exalting 
words, and againit all raſh cenſures: you have 
need of great caution in ſpeaking, and to take heed 


eicher how ye commend your: elves, or condemn others. 


Direct. XXXIV. Walk chearfully and contentedly 
in every conditien, Ads viii. 39. Philip, iv. 11. Such 2 
walk as this doth bring great credit to religion 
and the ſervice of our Redeemer, What though a be- 
lie ver be fed with the bread and water of affliction 
the moſt of his life, he hath other bread and ano- 


ther cup to ſweeten both; the forgiveneſs of fin is a 


reviving cordial in every caſe, Have no wilt of your 
own diſtinct from God's will, but be reſigned to 
God's di. poſing will in every wn and let God's 
will and choice be always yours. If you cannot 
bring your condition to your mind, then you muſt 
labour to bring your mind to your condition, belie · 


ving that che will of your heavenly Father is always 
beſt for you. Still remember that he hath engaged 0 


himlelf to be wich you in all llates and conditions, 
ang. 


ee tf 
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and to order all things for your advantage: be ſure 
then he cannot deny himfelt, all his words are oaths - 
for their certainty, and all his promiſes are the jure _ 
mercies of David. Be content in every caſe; for ſince 
Chriſt is yours, all things are yours, Well then, let 
your covenanted God chuſe out your lot for you; for 
you may truſt that it ſhall be done with more wiſ- 
dom, and with more affection, than you can chuſe 
for yourſelf, | | 
Direct. XXXV. If you would manifeſt yourſelves 
to be truly religious both before God and man, keep . 
always the firſt and fecond table of the law joined 40 
gether, and male conſcience of both, Matth. xxit, 37, 
Cc. Love both God and your neighbour, be juſt and 
vpright in all your dealings with men, acting always 
under a ſenſe of the all-ſeeing eye of your heavenly 
Father, who enjoins you to do the ſame to others, as 
ye would have them doing to you. Let a moral man 
try his religion by the duties of the firſt table of the 
law, and a profeſſor his by the duties of the ſecond 
table of the law. See that ye love God above all 
things, and prefer his worſhip and ſervice to every 
thing. Love God for himſelf, and love men prin- 
cipally for what is God-like in them. 5 
Direct. XXXVI. Carefully guard againſt apoſiaſy 
and back/liding from God and his ways, Heb. x. 38, 
39. Be always jealous of your deceitful and treache- 
rous hearts, knowing that they are bent to backſli- 
ding. A holy fear of departing from God, is a good 
means to keep us from departing from God. There- 
fore endeavour to preſerve always a watchful and 
tender frame of heart, and be afraid of falling away, 
accordiny to that word, Heb. iv. 1. If ye would 
preſerve yourſelves from total apoſtaſy, riſe ſpeedily 
after every fall by ſound repentance, and recourſe 
to the blood of Chriſt. Lie not one day in any fin, 
but rite out of the puddle immediately, and go to the 
Cleanſing fountain, and renew your covenant with 


Cod, 


* 


— — 


— 
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God, and beg more lirength, and faith to derive 


continual iupplies from Chriit your head, Be often 


hearts, what is become of the good frames, the 


melting ſenſe of ſin, the hungring deſires, the delight 


ful taites, the heavenly. longings, the warm allecti- 
ons to Chriſt, that they iometumes had, When ye at- 
tain to theſe, or to any of them, ſee that ye commit 


them to Chriit's keeping, taying with the. Pialmiit, 


Lord be ſurety for thy ſervant for good. Lafily, con- 
ſider the dreadful cale of an apouate as deicribed by 
our Lord and his apoltle, Mat wi, 43. 44. 2 Pet. 

ii. 20, 21. That man's cale becomes far more mi- 
ſerable chan it was at firit. What a 1ad cate is it for 


a ioul to fall back into hell, after it had climbed 


near che gates of heaven None falls ſo deep into 
hell as theſe who fall backward into it. 


Direct. XXXVII. Be waichful againſt all jin. and 


particularly your darling er conſtitutional fin, the ſin 
that moſt ealily beſets you, Pial. xviii. 23. Heb. x11. 1. 


Our adverſary the devil, well knows this tin, and on 


what ſide we may be attacked with the greateſt juc- 


ceis; and to be ſure he will bring his itrongeit temp- 
tations thither, and employ his moit ſubtile wiles and 


devices that way to entnare us. It were happy tor 
us if we were ſtill watching againſt him, and could 
ſay with the apoſtle, we are not ignorant of his de- 


vicet. You are likewiſe to watch againſt all . fin 


whatſomever, ſins of omiſſion as well as. of .com- 
miſſion. Groſs outbreakings make conſcience to 


ſtart at their appearance, but it is not ſo alarmed 
with the neglect of duties. But if conſcience be a- 
wakned, ſins of Omiſſion will ly heavy as well as 
ſins of Commiſſion. Some eminent Chriſtians who - 
have lived the moſt circumſpect lives, when they 
come to die and reflect upon their-bypaſt time, have 
been put to cry, Lord in ſpecial forgive my ſins of 
omiſſion. Venture not to live in any. frame, courſe or 


Practice 


calling your iouls to account, and alking your 
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practice that you would not adventure to die 1 in, ſee- 
ing you know not but your next ſtep may be into the 
grave. Guard againſt all theſe ſins and evils now in 
the time of your health, that may put thorns in 
your pillow when fickneſs and the harbingers of 


_ death approach, ſuch as miſpending of precious time, 


neglect of prayer or reading of the ſcriptures, farma- 
lity and lukewarmneſs in religion, earthly-minded- 
neſs, unthankfulneſs for mercies, and miſcarrying afs 
ter them, neglect of improving Chriſt, quenching the 
Spirit, neglect of convictions, breaking of vows, falling 
From your firſt love, returning to old jins you had 
mourned over, finning againſt tight, and after aflics 
tions, &c. 

Direct. XXXVIII. Be heartily concerned for the co- 
ming and enlargement of Chriſt's kingdom in the world, 
Matth. vi. 10. Plal. Ixxii. 19. Bewail it that his flock 

is ſo little, his ſubjects ſo few, when Satan's are ſo 
e e Bewail the unſucceſsfulneſs of the goſ- 


pel, the reſtraint of the Spirit, the diviſions among 7 


Chriſtians, and the many hindrances of the progreis 
of chriſtianity. Lament the wrongs and diſhonours 
done to God by others, cry and wreſtle for the out- 
pouring of the Spirit, both at home and abroad; pray 
for the revival of God's work in theſe lands, wet. 

theſe declining years; and in enquiring after public 
news, have a view to this, be concerned for the in- 


tereſt and welfare of Chriſt's kingdom through the 


world, for the accompliſhment of God's promiſes 

concerning the deſtruction of antichriſt, Babylon's 
downfal, the inbringing of the Jews, and the ſubdu- 

in of the n. tions, and when you hear of any ap- 
pe rance of God's ariſing to countenance his word, 

aud conquer ſinners hearts to himſelf, whether at 
home or abroad ; rejoice at the news, reckon them 
gooa tidings of great joy, and bleſs the Lord for 
them with all your hearts, It is moſt pleafing and 
acceptable to Cod, to ſee his people heartily concern | 
ed for the * of * 2 
Direct. o 
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Direct. XXXIX. Be buſy laying up a flock for | 
@ fick-hed or deatb-hed, when ail the» comforts of 
Aiſe will be taſteleſs to you, 1 Tim. vi. 19. Lay 
up a ſtock of faith and patience, a itock of e- 
vidences of divine love, and of your intereſt in 
Chriſt; a ſtock of divine promiſes and experiences of 
God's loving kindneſs, which may be ſupporting to 
vou in the day of ſharp trials. When mariners go to 
ſea, they victual the ſhip, and provide for a ſtorm. 
And ought not we to foreſee the ſtorms of affliction, 
of ſickneſs and death, and provide and lay up for 
them? It will be ſad, if, when the Bridegroom is 
come, we have our oil then to buy, when the mar- 
ket is over. Now is the time for providing oil; 
now is the market of grace; now is the acceptable 
time; now is the day of ſalvation. is 6: 1 5 
1 Direct. XL. Be looking and longing for the eternal 
= ſupper of the Lamb, Philip. i, 23. Rev. xix. 9. Hun- 
| gry ſonls who have taited the love of Jeſus, long tor 
the Lamb's ſupper below, that they may enjoy com- 
| munion with him here, and this makes them cry, 
WW _ When ſhall the opportunity return? When {hail | 
=. comeand appear before God? When ſhall | again ſee 
bis power and glory in the ſanctuary? When hall 
again taſte his love and goodneſs in the ſacrament? 
and yet theſe are but ſmall foretaſtes of the Lamb's 
© ſupper above. What is our drinking of the fruit of 
the vine here, to our drinking it new with Chrit in 
his Father's kingdom Therefore look out, and 
long for the time when the day hall break, and the 
ſhidows flee away, and the marriage of the Lamb 
| hill be triumphantly ſolemnized, and compleated 
with the church his eſpouſed bride, whom he will 
then lead into the King's palace, where their tranſi 
ent glances ſhall be changed into immediate viſion, 
and their ſhort taſtes into everlaſting; feaſting and 
fulnes. ) bleſſed are they for ener who are called it 
the marriage-ſupper of the Limb: theſe are the true 
ſayings of Cod. | believe, Lord help mz upbelict. 
Amen. N 
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2 10 N' TRAVELLERS, 


In their War to 7 


ISAIAH XXXV, 10. The ranſomed of 1 the Lord ſhall re- 


turn, and come to Zion with ſongs. 


PSAL. exxxvili. | # They ſhall ſing in the ways / the 
LONG. 


$ONG 3 
The PRIMITIVE COMMUNICANTS, 


HRIST"'s friends at firſt oft broke his « bread, 
2 | Inſpir'd with love divine; _ 
They drank the ſpirit of their Head, | 
As well's the ſacred wine. 
2 They ſhew'd his death with heart and on” 
And feaſted on his love; oy 
His blood and wounds they did extol, 
And ſung like ſaints above. 
3 Lord grant us part of that love · fame, 
Which in their hearts abode ; - 
That made them witneſs for the Lamb, 
And ſuffer for their Gd. 
4 Warm ſhow'rs from heaven ſend down . 
That frozen hearts may yield, 
And turn us from a wilderneſs * 
Into a fruitful field. 5 


8 Thy people, Lord, lament for thee, 


And ſore thy abſence mourn; 
They long thy face again to fee; 
To golpel feaſts return. 
2 45 1 | 6 Come 


* 
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6 Come to thy table, with us ſit, 
Our grudges all remove, 
Unite our hearts, and make us fit 
Io keep the feaſt of love. 
y Caule ſtreams of living waters flow 
In channels of thy grace ; 
And let the north and fouth wind blow 
. Our ſtraitnings to releaſe. 
8 Thy Spirit's temple make our hearts, 
And with us itill abide; 
Make his convictions pierce like darts, 
Let us no more backſlide, | 
9 Thy hidings are a bitter cup, 
Like flowers we fade and mourn ;. 
We droop, we grieve, and can't look up, 
Till thou our Sun return, 
xo Lord, charge not on us former guilt, 
Let all thine anger ceaſe; 
Look to the blood on Calv ry ſpilt 
And bid us go in peace. 


S O N G II. 
The Hory Srixir fits us for the HoLy Tasrez 


FATHER of our dying Lord, 
Hear thy Son's ſpeaking blood, 

Fulfil to us his gracious word; 
Send down the heavenly food. | 

2 Thy Spirit grant, for which he Pray d, 
To glorify thy Son; 

His promis'd influences Be 
That wonders may be done. 

Glad we'll his death commemorate, 
Ay till he come again; | 

Bleſs both the word and ſacrament, 
Take thy great power and reign. 

Chriſt's table now ſtands furniſhed, ' 
With bleſſings of beſt kinds; 


. 
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Pardon and peace bought with his blood, 
Choice food for troubled minds. 
5 Give faith to feed and view his love, 
His ſtripes and wounds each one, 
How he was jeer'd that's fear'd above, 
Blaſphem'd and ſpit upon. 8 
6 In's hands and feet we ſee the nails 
Piercing his tender veins; — 
For us each wound the bluthing ground, 
With blood infinite ſtains. 
Black clouds for us o'erwhelm'd his ſoul, 
| Sore was his agonie ; | 
When he cry'd, My God, my God, __ 
Haſt thou forſaken me ? 
2 Thy matchleſs love we'll praiſe aloud, 
Our fouls it doth conſtrain + 
To love and live to thee our God, 
Who for our ſins was lain. 
9 May I no more to prayer be dragg'd, 
To ſerve thee let me run; | 
May I in duties keep my courſe, EEE 
Like to the riſing fun. | 
10 Unto the Lamb that once was ſlain, 
Be praile and glory given, : 
Buy all that dwell upon the earth, 
And all the 22825 of heav'n. 


S ON III. 
CHRIST"s SACRIFICE the only Soundat! 'on of our 
TONE» \ 


FI O great's the guilt of fallen man, I 
None eould his pardon buy; „ 
| Great muſt it be, when GOd himſelf 
Mutt for his creature dy! 
2 Slain beaſts for ſin could not atone, 
Such offerings all were vain, 
| SS 
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Had not tbe Father PE his Son 
For ſinners to be 
3 Had the whole Hh been offer'd up, 
As one burnt ſacrifice ; - 
Our ſmalleſt debt this could not pay, 
Creatures could not ſuffice. 
4 But mercy in this hopeleſs caſe, 
A Sacrifice prepares : 
A Lamb of all-ſufficient worth, ; 
Which diſſipates our fears, 
This Sacrifice more precious ES 
Than all created things, 
To us eternal happineſs 
In ſoul and body brings. 
6 This is the ſure Foundation- ſtone, 
Which God in Zion lays, 
For men to build their hopes upon, 
He's bleſt that on it ftays. : 
4 Tho' earth's foundations be remov'd, 
This Rock ſtill Randeth faſt, 
By ſtorms unmov'd on this alone 
My anchor I will caſt, | 
8 The Lamb, our Rock, for vs did die, 
For us roſe from the dead, 
For us he did aſcend on high, 
For us his blood doth plead, | 
O bleeding Lamb, ſhew me my name 
Writ in thy book of life; | 
Then I will long to be with thee, 
Out of this land of ſtrife, 
10. To worſhip with the heav'nly hoſt, 
' _ Jexovan one in three, 
The Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
ES all . 


\ 
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S ON G Iv: | 


Tie DisTRESSED SouL looking to the Lan for pity. | 


OME ſee my caſe, O bleeding Lamb, 
In mercy take me as I am, 
0 naked, and put cloathing on 

A ſtranger, and make me a ſon, 

2 Burden'd with guilt, and give me eaſe, 
A bond-man, and my ſoul releaſe, 
All vile, not fit to join thy ſaints; 

A creature all made up of wants. 

3 By nature I have nothing good, 

All muſt be bought me by thy blood; 
But ſince thy wounds are open'd wide, 
I'll hope in Jeſus crucify'd. 

4 Thy blood men's ſoreſt plagues doth cure, 
Thy wounds their backward hearts allure, 
Thy blood ſtrange changes works in men, 
For won drous works the Lamb was ſlain 2 

5 Thy Bible doth thy pity ſnew, 

I reft on thy words ſweet and true, 
Souls come to me, and na more doubt, 
For him that comes I'll not caſt out. 

6 Renew my ſoul, plant grace this day, 
Give me a heart to mourn and pray, 

O kill in me this rebel ſin, 
Reſtore thy image me within. 
7 For theſe things I to thee do come; 
Caſt me not out, fince there is room, | 
Make good thy words, and hear ay cries, 
For on thy truth my ſoul relies. 
$ O deareſt Lamb, didſt thou not ed, 
To purchaſe every thing we need? 
Doth not thy blood ſtill run to heal 
Diſtreſſed ſouls, their plagues who feel; 
9 We feel our ſores, Lord, heal us ſoon, 
Aud in us let thy will be done: | 
A T3 Praiiz 


— 
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Praiſe Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
One God in Chriſt, that faves the loſt, Z 


5 S O N G V. 
A call to wonder at CurisT's SUFFERINGS, from 
Love to us. 


EHOLD Chriſt in a bloody ſweat, 
Which all his garments ſtains ! 
See four wide wounds in's hands and feet, 
When big nails pierc'd his veins ! 
2 Behold his ſoul oppreſſed ſore, 
And in the greateſt pain ! 
How heavy was the wrath he bore, 
Of which he did complain? 
3 Yet, Lord, whilſt our fins fill'd to thee 
This bitter wrathful cup; 

A bleſſed feaſt thou mad'ſt, that we 
Might at thy table ſup 1. bj 
40 ſends of Chriſt, draw near his throne, 

| To him thank-off rings bring, 
For in his temple ev'ry one 
Should of his glory ing. 
5 Let men him love, and An abhor, * 
Which caus'd him grief and pain, | 
Let all the angels ſtill adore 
The Lamb for ſinners ſlain ! 
6 With warm affection let us bleſs- 
Our great high Prieſt above, 
And every day admire and praiſe 
The wonders of his love 
7 From love he left his throne on high, 
© Lodg'd in a virgin's womb ! 
Love brought him to the croſs to die, 
Love laid him in a tomb 
Love rais'd him up, and took him back, 
Io heaven to make us room ! 


. 


From 


\ 


for Zion's Travellers. 271 
From thence return he'll for our ſake, | 
In love to bring us home ! 
From love he wearies not to plead, 
And ſhew his bleeding hands, 
Since he hath juſtice ſatisfy'd, 
Our freedom he demands. 
10 Thy blood hath done all things for me, 
II glory in thy croſs; | 
My belt things Vl give up for thee, 
I count them all but loſs. | 


s ON G * 


From 2 Sam. xxiii 3.7. 


Bring a PROPHECY of CHR1ST,, and king David's 
SWAN SONG in Views of death, 


Oe juſt o'er men x ſhall riſe 
In God's fear rule ſhall he, 
As morning light ſprings from the — 
So welcome ſhall he be: 
2 Like riſing ſun he ſeatters all 
e black ſhades of the night, 
No clouds this morning darken ſhall, 
Refreſhing i is its light. 
3 He ſhall the frozen earth ſolace, 
Like ſun-ſhine after rain, 1 O 
Whoſe warming beams revive the graſs, 
And make all ſpring again 
4 Fm griev'd, all prove not good and juſt, 
Who from my loins do ſpring ; 
But glad to ſee he ſprings from me, 
That's Zion's bleſfed King. 
5 A King that ſaves us from our foes 
In hearts rules by his might; 
With his juſt laws let all men cloſe, 
Obey, him, it's his right, SOD 
Aa 3 6s Although 
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6 Although my houſe be not with God | 
Such as it ought to be; _ ; 
Yet he hath thro” Melia” s blood, 
A cov'nant made with me: 
7 A covenant which life doth: bring, 
And evermore endure, 
Well ordered in ev'ry thing 
With promiſes moſt jure: 
8 My heart's deſire is towards it, 
'Tis my ſalvation, . 
Altho' he doth not come as yet 
For to redreſs what's wrong. 
9 But Belial's ſons who are his foes, 
Sad ſmite them will in ire, 
He'l: them conſume who him oppoſe, 
Like thorns burn up with fire. 


SONG VAL. 


The ſaints TxiUurh over death. From Job xix. 25, 
Sc. 1 Cor. xv. 43, 53. Philip, iii 2 1. Ezek. xvi. 14. 


x F Hough on me heavy mink come, 
And death's ſtroke on me fall, at” 
My faith and hope ſhall not ſuccumb, | 
But triumph o'er them all. | 
2 I know that my Redeemer lives, 
Who pleads my cauſe with, God, 
To ſave each ſoul that him believes, 
He comes to ſhed his blood. 
3 Then for a while, -he'll go away, 
But will return again, 
And on the earth, at latter day, 
Stands with a glorious train 
4 Though in the grave my body fall, 
And worms do it conſume, 
Ev'n ſkin and fleth, blood, bones and all; 
Yet death PU overcome. | 
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5 My Lord will raiſe me from the duſt, 
ä He'll clothe my bones with fleſh, 
I'll ſee my God whom now I trult, 45 
Which will my ſoul refreſh. 
6 That fleſh which all conſumed was, 
The very ſame ſhall riſe; 
Yea, I will ſee Chriſt's lovely face, 
With thole my very eyes, 
7 Though for a time my duſt be loath'd, 
Moſt beautiful Pl be, 
My mortal body ſhall be cloath'd 
With immortality. 
8 Like Chriſt's own body will 1 ſhine, 
With Raiment white as light, 
His comelinels is ever mine: 
I his ev ry faint makes bright. 


S ON G. Vi 


CHRIST's ETERNAL LovE 70 mankind: 
Prov, viii. 27. 1% the end, 


1 7H E N the creation was begun 
| By God's almighty hand, 
Then 1, his own eternal Son, 
Concurr'd in the command. 
2 I joined in his counſels wile 
L oſt mankind to redeem; , 
was my Father's chief delghe 
And I rejoic'd in him. 
3 And in the earth when it for man 
Was fram'd with divine art; 
With pleaſure I foreſaw the church, 
Its habitable part, 
4 Before the light was made to ſhine, 
; My heart was ſet on man; 
My thoughts, from all eternity, 
On his ſalvation ran. : 


| 


n 


From 
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5 The foreſight of man's miſery, 
Made me engage for them, 
To be their help; for my delights 
Were with the ſons of men, 
6 0 children, then to me give ear; 
They're bleſt my ways that chuſe ; 
Be wile and my inſtruction hear, 
"4 They're fools who it refuſe, 
= Bleſt is the man that hears my word, 
And doth attend my gates 
Who watchfully looks for the Lord, 
| And at his door poſts waits, | 
8 Bleſt is the man that findeth me, 
| With me he'll live above, 
And have, thro' all eternity, 
God's favour and his love. 
9 But his own ſoul he doth injure, 
Who ſlights my offers free; 
And theſe who hate my precepts pure, 
Court death eternally, 


s O N Ik 8 1 


From Solomon's Song, Chap. i. Being a "TIM bs- 
| twixt CHRIST and bit SPOUSE. 


SPOUSE. 


IKE ſweeteſt ointment ſmells thy name, 
Dear Es Vs, unto me. 
Hence virgin ſonls ſend out a flame 
Of holy love to thee, | 
2 O draw me, and we'll run to thee; 
Bleſt King, thou did'ſt me bring 
Into thy chambers, hence will we 
In thee rejoice and ſing. 
3 More than the taſte of richeſt wine, 
Thy love think on we will, | 
Molt 
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Moſt coſtly was thy love · deſign; 
The upright love thee ſtill. 


4 Tell me, good Shepherd, whom I love, 


Where thy dear ſheep are fed; 


Shew me the paths wherein they move, 


And where they find a ſhade. 
Leave me not in a wand'ring courſe, 
Like thoſe who loſe their way: 
With flocks of thy competitors 
Let me not go aſtray. 
CHRIST, 
6 Art thou bewild'red my fair One, 
And canſt not find thy reſt? 
Come, follow my direction, 
I'll ſhew thee what is beſt, _, 
7 In footſteps of my flock go on, 
The ſhepherds tents keep nigh ; 
Thy kids and young-ones bring along, 
So thou ſhalt meet with me. 
SPOUSE, 


8 While at his table ſits the King, 


My ſpikenard ſmelleth ſweet; 
My graces languifhing do ſpring, 
With this ſun's quickning heat. 
9 Dear JEs us, as a bunch of myrrh, 
Shall in my boſom ly. 
To lodge with me he'll not demur, 
While PIO ſhades do ſtay. 


8 ON G X. 
From Song 11. 1, to 9. 


| we Qn, 0 
Am the roſe of Sharon's field, 
The lilly of the vale; 
I ſweetneſs and delight do yield, 
Wen earthly glories fail. 
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2 As lilies ſhine amidſt the thorns, 
So doth my Love the Bride; 
The daughters want what her adorns, 
Tho' they live her beſide. 
" SPOUSE, 
3 As th' apple-tree doth far excel 
The foreſt's barren growth ; 
So my Love outſhines mortals all, 
Tho' in their blooming youth. 
4 Under his thade with great delight, 
I fat down for to reſt: 
I found ſolace, his heavenly fruit 
Was ſweet unto my taſte. 
5 He brought me to his houſe of wine, 
My faintings to allay; 
The banner of his love divine 
O' er me he did diſplay. 
4 Bring ſtrength' ning flaggons unto me, 
With cordials from above; 
Fetch me ſweet apples from the tree, 
For I am ſick of love, 
+ 7 When thus my fainting ſoul did cry 
For grace me to uphold, 
My tender hearted Lord drew nigh, 
His arms me did infold, 
$ All 1 without me and within, 
charge to ſtand i in awe, 
To wake or grieve my Love with fin, 
Leſt from me he withdraw, 
9 Tho' griev'd, he doth return to me, 
For lo !. his voice I hear, 
 Ofer hills of guilt him leap I ſee, 
My mourning ſoul to chear. 
10 He haites to me like hart or roe, 
Our dark walls he makes light; 
Thro' latteſſes him{elt doth how, 
With comelineſs moſt bright. 
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SONG XI. 
From Song ii. 10. to the end. 


$ CUCTLEL; 
IS E up, ſaid Chriſt, my faireſt one, 
Come thou away to me; 
The winter ſtorms of wrath are gone, 
I bore them all for thee. . 
2 From barren ground the flowers do ſpring, 
Men hear the.turtle's voice; 
The drooping birds begin to ſing, 
| And ſad hearts to rejoice, 
3 Young figs and grapes do now appear, 
And yield a ſweet perfume ; | 
The heav'nly Vine faint hearts doth cheer 
Riſe up, my love, and come. 
4 My Dove that lodgeſt in the rock, 
In clefts of my deep wounds 
And doſt to me in ſecret look, 
When in the grief abounds: 
Lift up thy face and voice to me; 
| Theſe pleaſe mine eye and ear; 
Thy graces all I love to fee, 
Thy voice of prayer to hear. 
6 Take us the foxes, whoſe deſigns 
Are vineyards to annoy, © | 
The little foxes, which the vines 
And tender grapes deſtroy. 
SPOUSE, - 
7 My Love is mine, my ſouls delight, 
And I am alſo his: 
Among his ſaints, theſe lillies white, 
His place of feeding i . 
3 There he abides, till break of day, 
When ſhadows all ſhall flee; 
Till then, come like a Hart or Roe, 
O'er Bether hills to me. 


— 
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SONG XII. 


From Song iii. 1, 2, 3, 4, $, 11. 


1 LL's dark when Jeſus hides his face, 
I Night ſhades fall me upon; 7 
Deſertion is a weary caſe, 

When Chriſt my Love is gone. 

2 I on my bed my loſs did mind, 

IL ſought him thus alone; 
My drouſy ſearch him did not find, 
Vain was my ſlothful moan. 
3«1'1] riſe, and round the city go, 
Thro' ſtreets, broad-ways, and lanes ; 
This way I ſought my love, but lo! 
Succeſsleſs were my pains. - 
4 The city watchman found me out, 
Their doctrine touch'd my caſe: 


Ah, where's he! Can ye ſolve my doubt ? ; 


None of them brought me eaſe. 
When means and duties prov'd ſo weak, 
Beyond them all I paſt: _ 
When I ſome ſteps gem them did make, 
1 found my Love at laſt. 
6 I him embrac'd, and held him faſt, 
Till once I got him brought 
Into my Mother's dwellings waſte, 
To ſtrengthen what he wrought, 
Since he's come in, I do you charge, 
Who Salem's daughters are, 
By roes and hinds which run at large, 
Our joys you do not mar. 
8 Let ſin or earth no motion make, 
For to diſturb his reſt; 
Let none preſume my Love to wake, 
Duntil it pleaſe him beſt, 
9 O, Zjon's daughters, all go forth, 
Behold king * 
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Even Chriſt our King, of higher worth, 
Wearing his glorious crown; 
16e Wherewith his mother crown'd his SITY 
On his eſpouſal day, 
That day on which his heart was, glad. 
Him love and FOR for ay. 


S ON G XIII. 


From Song i iv. 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 16. 


CHRIST, | 
1 Hou art all fair when in thy dreſs; 
My love, thou'rt fair to me; 
When cloathed with my righteouſneſs, 
No ſpot is ſeen in thee, 
2 My ſpouſe come off from Lebanon, 
And mounts of vamitie : 
Let all the world's deceits alone, 
And come alongſt with me. 
3 By faith look from Amana's top, 
Shenir and Hermon fair; 8 
From dens of prey, behold with hope 
The land beyond compare. 
4 My ſpouſe, thou doſt my love enhance, 
And draw'ſt my heart to thee, 
With thy neck- chains, and with a glance 
Of thy believihg eye. 
5 Thy love to me more grateful 1 is, 
Than wine of any kind; 
Thy graces more than fragrant ſpice 
Acceptance with me find. 
6 Thy lips drop ſweet; and from thy tongue 
Do milk and honey flow: 
Thy garments ſmell as Lebanon, 
Which on thee I beſtow. 
7 A garden fair, inclos'd by grace, 
My 1 thou art to me; | 5 
b I chus'd 
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I chus'd thee from the wilderneſs, 
With fine {ſprings furniſh'd thee, 
SPOUSE, 
8 If 1 thy garden be, O Lord, 
| Cauſe heaven's wind wake, | 
Sweet quick'ning gales to me afford, 
My graces lively make, 
9 Sharp northern blaſts ſend to convince, 
And cauſe the ſouth winds blow; 
With breathings warm aſſiſt my mints, 
And make my ſpices flow. 
10 Then let my love his preſence ſweet 
Unto his garden grant, 
That he may eat his pleaſant fruit, 
Which he himſelf did plant. 


4 3 0 M. 
| From Hong v. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
„ | 
1X Y ſpouſe, to anſwer thee I'm come 
M Into my garden fair; 
My myrrh and ſpice of ſweet perfume, 
With pleaſure I do ſhare. 
2 On honey, wine, and milk I feaſt; 
All friends come eat with me, 
And drink my wine of heav'nly taſte, 
Yea, drink abundanthe, 
SPOUSE. 
3 While Chriſt invites, my foul prevails 
Yet ſomething wakes in me, 
To hearken to Chriſt's knocks and ts. 
His voice ſpeaks preflinglie. 
| CHRIST. 
4 Open to me, my Father's Child; 
Open to me, my love; 
Open to me, my undefil'd ; 
Open to me, my dove. 


5 From 
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From love I'm ſtanding at thy door, 
Thy heart caſt open ſoon; 
A midnight ſhower of wrath 1 bore, 
To fave thee when undone, 
SPOUSE. 
6 Iam undreſſ d, and reſt is ſweet, 
From bed I cannot riſe; 
How ſhall I now defile my feet ? 
Thus ſloth did me entice. 
7 By the key-hole, my well-belov'd 
His hand of power put in; 
So that my bowels all were mor 'd, 
For being ungrate to him. 
$ When I rouz'd up, obey d his knock, 
My hands dropt pleaſantly 
With oil of myrrh, left on the lock; 
Which made the bolt to fly. 
9 To my Belov'd I open'd faſt, 
Who, to my grief was gone: 
I fainted, when his ſpeeches paſt 
"© mournfully thought on. 
1e I ſought him then with clvefuliels; 5 
But found he could not be: 
I call'd on him in this diſtreſs, 
He did not anſwer me. 
11 The watchman who do go their rounds, | / 
And keep the city-wall, 
Abus'd me, and did give me wounds, 
And tore away my vail. 


S G N G XV. 


4 DraLoGver betaixt the Spouſe and Daughters of 
Jeruſalem, from Song v. 8. fo the End. 


3 SPOUSE. 
1 Salem's race, if you him find, 
I charge you tell my caſe; 
| 2 | 5 
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I'm ſick of love, ſore pain'd in mind, 
He only can me eale, 
DAUGHTERS, 

2 O faireſt One, we fain would know 
The object of thy love; 

What charms he hath, that thou doſt lo: 
Prize him all men above. 

SPOUSE. 

3 My Love is white and ruddy too, 
The chief of thouſands ten; 

His innocence and ſuff rings do 
Him beautify to-men, 

4 His blefſed head doth far excel 
The gold that is moſt fine, 

His locks are black and curled well, 
They raven like do ſhine. 

5 His eyes are like the eyes of doves, 
When they in flocks are met 

Near water - ſtreams, which they do love, 
Milk waſh'd and fitly ſet. 

6 His cheeks are like the ſweeteſt flow'rs, 

And beds where ſpices grow; 

His lips like lillies are, from whence 
Sweet-ſmelling myrrh doth flow. 

7 As rings of gold with beryl ſet, 

So do his hands appear; 

His belly bright as ivory 
O'erlaid with: ſapphires clear. 

8 His legs like marble pillars are,. 
Which on gold ſockets went; 

Like Lebanon his face is fair, 

As cedars excellent. 

9 His mouth that makes ſweet promiſes, 
Io every ſaint is ſweet: 
Yea, he all over lovely is, 

View him from head to feet. 

10 O daughters of Jeruſalem. 

This is my Love and friend, 


= 


For 
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For whom none can deviſe a name, 
Or proper emblems find. 


S'O N <Q 28 


The DIiaLOGUE continued. Song vi. Chap, 


DAUGHTERS, 
I Faireſt bride, we fain winks LAT 
Where's thy beloved gone? 
Tell us that with thee we may go. 
To ſeek this matehleſs one. 
POUSE, 
2 My Love is gone to heav'n above, 
Yet doth he condeſcend. 
To come into his garden here, 
And beds of ſpice attend. 
3 In meetings of his ſaints he's found, 
Theſe gardens. of delight, 
He's there to bring them rich ſupplies, 
And gather lillies white, 
4 To my Beloved belong. > 
And my Belov'd to me; | . 
To feed among the lilly flow'rs, 
Great pleaſure taketh he. 
CHRIST, 
5 O who is ſhe that looketh forth, 
Like to the morning light ? 
When 1t darts out to chace away 
The darkneſs of the night. 
6 Fair as the moon, clear as the ſun, 
With dazzling beams array d; 
| Yet like an army terrible, 8 
With banners all difplay'd*. Chap. vi. 10. 
7 She comes up from the wilderneſs, 
She walks and always leans. 
On her beloved; for her heart 
From all things elſe ſhe weans. e 
5 SONG 
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SONG XVIL 


CrarisT's Sufferings for us. From Iſa. liii. 


1 H O hath believ'd the faithful word, 
" Which we to men declare? 
Who feels the arm of God the Lord: 
Diſplayed and made bare? 
2 Meſſiah, like a weak plant grows, 
| A root from ground that's dry; 
No outward beauty he aſſumes, 
Io draw the carnal eye. 
3 Rejected and deſpis'd is he, 
Thro' ſinners unbelief; _ 
A man of ſorrows all his days, 
And well acquaint with grief. 
4 We hid our faces when he came, 
To take our wrathful lot, 
Deipis'd he was and put to ſhame, 
And we eſteem'd him not. 
5 Of griefs and ſorrows all his time, 
For us he bore the load; 
But ah, we judg'd that for his crime;. 
He ſmitten was of God, 
6 But he for our tranſgreſſions : 
Was wounded and abus d, 
His foul for our iniquities 
Moſt grievouſly was bruis'd. 
77 On him was laid our chaſtiſement, 
By which our peace he ſeal d; 
Sharp bloody ftripcz he underwent, 
Whereby our wounds are heal'd. 
8 All we like ſheep from God have ſtray'd,. 
And did our own ways chuie; | 
And theſe our fins God on him laid, 
Which love would not refuſe. 
9 Oppreſs'd and wrong'd our Surety ſtood, 
Accuſed of untruth; | 
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To ſlaughter went he as a Lamb, 
And open'd not his mouth, 
10 Before the ſhearers, like a ſheep, 
He dumb and ſilent lies; 
He meekly goes thro' waters deep, 
Without repining cries. 
11 His ſoul in trav'ling angulh lies, 
His pains were multiply'd; 
But when the bleſſed fruit he . 
He is well 


S ON G XVIII. 


A THANKSGIVING for REDEEMING love: From 
Rom. v. and Heb. xiii. 


3 \F 7 HEN we were deſtitute of ſtrength, 
W Ourielves to help and ſave, 
For the ungodly Chriſt at length, 

His life a ranſom gave. 
2 Scarce any for a one man 
Will dare his life to ſtake; 
And for a good man it were much 
Such an exchange to make. 
3 But God his matchleſs love commends, 
When his moit glorious Son 
Dy'd for us while unrighteous, 
Vile ſinners and undone. 
4 Since by his blood Chriſt us from fin 
Doth jultify and free, | 
Then ſurely from the wrath to come, 
We ever ſafe ſhall be. 
5 If Chriſt for enemies to God 
Did die, to end the ſtrife; 
Much more when reconciled thus, 
He'll ſave us by his life. 
6 Yea, more than ſo, we joy in God, 
Thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 
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The great atonement we receive, 
And ſo obey his word. 


7 Now he that's Lord of quick and dead, 
The God of love and peace, 


That from the grave brought Chriſt our Head, 


And him to life did raiſe; 
$ Who, as the Shepherd great and good, 
His life for us did grant, 
And did eſtabliſh, wich. his blood, 
Th' eternal covenant; 
9 May he in us his work fulfil, 
Till us he perfect make, 
still ſtrengthning us to do his will 
For our Redeemer's ſake; 
10 And work in us what his word ſays, 
Is pleaſing him before; 
Thro' Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be praiſe 
And glory evermore. 


s ON G XIX. 


MaTctLEss Love in the GirT of CHRIST: 


John iii. 14. 20 17. 


1 Wondrous divine love to men! 
When wrath gainſt us did ſwell, 
God took our nature, bore our guilt, 
To ſave our ſouls from hell. 
2 As Moſes in the wilderneſs, 
Did lift high on a pole 
A brazen ſerpent for ſtung men 
To view and be made whole; 
3 So Jeſus Chriſt the Antitype, 
Was lifted up on high 
> Upon the croſs, that wounded ſouls 
Might look and kealed be. 
4 And there, he ſays, who'er believes 
In him unfetgnedly, 


From: 
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Shall never periſh in their ſins, 

hut hve eternally, 

5 God lov'd the world ſo, as to give 

His Son to dwell in clay, | 
And die, that all who in him truſt, 
Might live with God for ay. 

6 Good news! that Chriſt there twice declares, 
All who in him beheve © 2 
Are ſafe from hell, and ever ſhall 

With God in heaven. live; 
7 And that his Son God did not ſend: 
A loſt world to condemn ; 
But by his bloed he did intend 
To ſave condemned men. 
8 Believers all. with Chriſt live ſhall, 
| And ne'er condemned: be ; 
The broken law he ſatisfy'd, 
Them for to juſtify, 
9 But vengeance juſt for ever lies 
On all the rebel race, 
Who God's eternal Son deſpiſe, 
And ſcorn his offer'd grace. 
10 Obey Chriſt's call who faves the loſt, 
Serve God that's one in three; 
To Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, 
Give praiſe eternally. a 


SONG XX 
GOD's Love in CHRIST wnalterable : from Rom. 
4 viii. 31. 7 the end. b 


1 \ OD's love in Chriſt 8 our 3 
In ſaving men from woe; 
If God's for us, and ſtands our friend, 
Who then can be our foe? 
2 Since God for us ſpar'd not his Son, 
But gave him up to die; 


" 
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His lefler gifts he Il not refuſe, 
Nor ought that's good deny. 
3 Who ſhall God's elect ones arraign, 
Whom God hath juſtify'd ? 
Or who will dare thoſe to condemn, 
For whom this Surety dy'd ? 
4 Chriſt dy'd for us: yea, in his love, 
He roſe up tor our ſake, 
And doth at God's right hand for us 
Still interceſſion make. 
5 Who from Chriſt's love ſhall us divide 1 
Shall trouble or diſtreſs? 
Shall perſecution or the ſword, 
Famine or nakedneſs? 
6 Nay, o'er all theſe we triumph ſhall, 
With the celeſtial pow'rs; 
Thro' Jeſus Chriſt's victorious love, 
We're more than conquerors. 
71 am perſuaded death, no life, 
Nor principalities ; 
Nor finite powers, nor preſent things, 
Nor yet futurities: 
8 No height, no depth, no creature ſhall \ 
Diffolve the twiſted cord 
Of mutual love 'twixt God and us, 
In Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
9 Unchangeable i is love divine, 
Time makes it not decay; 
For theſe whom once the Lord doth e, 
He them doth love for ay. 
10 From love, great mercies as thou giv , 
But one we'll fing of {till ; 
Eternal thanks to God for Chriſt, | 
His gift unſpeakable !. 


SONG 
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SONG XXL 7 


THANKSGIVING Vr GO D' free love in and thre 
CHRIST, from Eph. i. 3. Oc. Eph. iii. 18, &c. 


LEST be Chriſt's God, and Father dear, 
For all our heavenly fare; 
In Chriſt he hath enriched us, 
With ſp'ritual bleſſings rare. 
2 In love he choſe us in his Son, 
Hefore the world he made, 
To make us blameleſs holy men, 
Like Chriſt our holy Head. 
Predeſtmate us of his grace, 
By Jeſus Chriſt did he, 
To be adopted children all, 
In his own family; 
4 That all the praiſe might ſtill redound 
| To glorious grace alone; 
The Lord hath us abcepted made, 
In his beloved Son: 
5 In whom, thro' his moſt precious blood, 
We have redemption free, 
Even full remiſſion of our ſins, 
That rich grace all might ſee. 
6 In wiſdom God makes grace to us 
Flow out abundantly, 
That grace may be our laſting ſong, 
To all eternity. 
7 May we be graſping with the ſaints, 
Chriſt's love to comprehend, 
| Whoſe breadth and length, and depth and _ 
Do boundleſly extend; 
8 And preſs to know that wondrous love 
Which knowlege all exceeds, 
That from his fulneſs we may have 
Supply to all our needs. 
9 Now unto God who can do more, 
Than we can atk or think, 
| Accord- 
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According to his mighty power, 
That took us from hell's brink, 

10 All glory in the church by Chriſt, 
Too him be rendered then, 

Thro' ages all for evermore; 

Let all men ſay Amen. 


2 S O N-& XXII. | 
Our hope is in CHRIST's R1GHTEOUSNESS, and 


in being with him: JI Philip. iii. 7, Oc. 2 Cor. 
v. I, Gc. 


1 HESE things I heretofore thought gain, 
7 And of them made my boaſt, 
For Chriſt that doth me juſtify, 
I gave them up for loſt. 
2 Yea, doubtleſs, tis my fixt reſolve, 
o count all things but loſt, 
That I the excellency may know, 
Of Jeſus and his croſs. 
3 All worldly things for him I've loſt, 
1 them as dung eiteem, 
That I may Chriſt our Treafure win, 
And ſafe be found in him. 
My righteouſneſs as rags I quite, 
I plead what Chriſt hath done: 
This righteouſnels which God ordains, 
By faith I take alone. 
May I know-Jeſus in that power, 
Which rais'd him from the grave, 
That with him in his ſufferings, - - 
1 fellowſhip may have; 
And being conform'd to his death, 
By dying unto fin: 
A reſurrection bleſt from death, 
I may obtain thro” him. 
Yea, now we know if this clay houſe | 


Diſſolv'd were off the field, 
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An heavenly houſe we have on high, | 
Which God' himſelf doth build. 
8 With ſtrong deſires we therefore grone, 
That to us it were givn. 
To know that bliſs, and be new cloth'd 
With our pure houſe in heav'n, 
9 We walk by faith, and not by ſight, 
And hence we en 8 
Content we would the body leave, J , 
And dwell with Chrit tor ay, 1 8 
10 Faith's views of Chriſt prompt us to ſeck, 
And makeit ſtill our care, 
That whether here, or with our Lord; 
Of his love we may, ſhare. 


s O N . XXIII. 


A THANKSGIVING for the Favits: of CHRIST's 
RFSURRECTION; From 1 Pet. i. 3, + Oc. 


OR ever bleſſed be the God, 
And Father of our Lord, 
Whole mercy doth to us bound, . 
According to his word: 
2 Who hath begotten us again 
Unto a lively hope, + 
By Chriſt his rifing from the and | 
Of faith the bleſſed prop. 
3 For by it we are well ſecur d 
Of an inheritance,  _ 
That's not corrupted nor defil'd, 
Nor fades by any chance; 
4 Which is for us in heaven reſery'd, 
And we are kept for it, 
By the almighty power of God 
Thro' faith, till we be fit, 
5 For that falvation glorious, 
To be reveal'd at laſt; 
2 c 
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Of which we wait to be poſſeſt, 
When time and days are paſt. 
6 In this bleſt hope we do rejoice, | 
Tho for a time we need, 
Here to be kept i in heavineſs, 
Tho trials multiplied, 
7 Our faith more precious than gold, 
By fire is tried here, 
That unto praiſe it may be found, 
When Jeſus, doth appear. 
8 This Jeſus, tho' unſeen, we love, 
In him beheving ſtill; Ys 
Which yields us joy unſpeakable, | 
That is of glory full. 
9 When Jeſus comes, we ſhall receive 
Ihe bleſt end of our faith; 
Even the ſalvation of our ſouls, S 
Procur'd us by his death. 


S ON G VII. 


De "Pw of GOD ME From 1 John 1 ii. 
oe 1, 2, Oc C. 
E HOLD how matchleſs is that love | 
'B The Father hath beſtow'd 
On men, that we ſhould be adopt, 
. And call'd the ſons of God! 
2 His image he makes us to bear, 
| As ſons of heavenly birth; 
This dignity exalts us far 
Above the · kings on earth. . 
3 Though now the world us doth not know, 
As Chriſt it never knew; 
Yet God doth own us as his ſons, 
We're chang'd and born anew, 
4 And what we ſhall hereafter be, 
| It doth not yet appear; 5 
But this we know, when Chriſt ſhall. come, | 
We hall his likench bear: F 5 


Jun 
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5 For we fhall ſee him as he is, | 
And like him ſhine full bright : 
We then come near our glorious ſun, 
From whom we have our light. 
6 As Chriſt is holy, ſo muſt we 
All who hope for that hour, 
Themſelves will alſo purifie, 
As he the Lord is pure. 
7 Let's here, as ſtrangers, follow peace, 
And walk with one accord, 
And always ſtudy holineſs, 
As we would ſee the Lord, 
$ No eye hath ſeen, no ear bath heard, 
No heart can things above 
Conceive, which Jeſus hath prepar'd | 
For them who him do E 


S O NG XXV. 


The glorious TRINITY ador'd, and CHRIST's 
Love extolPd : From Rev. 1. 5 5, Oe. * 
iv. 8, Sc. TP 


AY. we have grace and peace Ga God, 
'M The glorious One in three, | 
Who us created and redeem'd, _. Ee 
And us doth ſanctifie: „ . 
2 Ev'n from the Father who ſtill was, SF 
Who is, and ſtill thall be, 
And from the ſev'nfold working Sp'rit, 
Before his throne on high; | 
3 From Jeſus Chrilt the witneſs true, 
And firſt-born from the dead, 
Who of all earthly kings and pores 
Is Prince and ruling Head; 
4 To this great Lord, that ſo lov'd en, | 
Such lothſome men as we, 
As waſh us in his precious blood, 
Our ſouls from fin to free. 
e 
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5 To him, who made us kings and prieſts, 
To God his Father high; be 
Be glory and dominion 
Thro' all eternity. | 
6 Behold he comes with fying clouds. 
Him every eye ſhall ſee, 
And unbelievers who him pierc'd, 
Shall wail moſt bitterlie. 8 
7 But let believers lift their heads 
With joy, to ſee and hear, 
For then compleat redemption 
Too them is very near. 
8 The hoſts above their homage pay, 
And crowns caſt on the ground, 
They never ceaſe by night nor day, 
Theſe praiſes to reſound; | 
9 © O holy, holy, holy, Lord, 
* Almighty God alone, | 
«© Who ever was, and alſo is, 
„And ever is to comet. 
10 Glory, power, and hemour ſtill, \ 
Thou'rt worthy to receive; 
All thin 85 were made to pleaſe thy will, 
And by thy pleaſure Ive,” 
11 Moſt worthy, Lamb, art thou, they babe 
To be adored thus; _ 
Let with thy praiſe heav'n's mankions, ing 
For thou waſt ſlain tory us. 


s ON G XXVI. 
The LAMB that was ain eternal ” BAT: Fro rom 


Rev. v. a 


* 


HE heay' * hoſts aud elders j join, BET 
To bow before the Lamb... 
With golden harps and fweeteſt tunes, 
7 hey trumpet forth his fame. 


* 


72 2 They 


( 
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2 They cry, © O Father, who ſhall look 
Into thy ſecret will? 
& Worthy the Lamb to take the book, 
«© And open ev'ry ſeal, : 
3 © Thou'rt fit God's myſt'ries to reveal, FL 
« For thou waſt ſlain for us, | 
« And thy blood purchas'd us to God, 
« Which thou ſhedſt on the croſs. 
4 ©* From ev'ry nation, kindred, tongue, 
6 Thy precious blood: us bought; 
«« Well thou deſerv'it our praiſing ſongs, 
Who us ſalvation brought. 
5 © Unto the Lamb that oncę was , 
Be endleſs praiſes giv n, 
«© By all that dwell upon the earth, 
And all the hoſts of heav'n. 
6 * Thou haſt us ranſom'd with: thy blood, 
And fet us priſ'ners free; | 
“Thou mak'i us kings and prieſt's to God, 
«© And we ſhall reign with thee.” 
Let's join, while here, our chearful ſongs, 
With hoſts around the throne, - 
Ten thouſand thouſands are their tongues, 
vet all agree in one. 
8 * Worthy the Lamb that dy d, they crys 
«© Fo be exalted thus, | 
«© Worthy the Lamb, Jes us reply, 
* For he was flain for us. 
© The Lamb is worthy to receive 
« Strength, wiſdom, riches, might; 5 
© Eternal honours we aſcribe x 
«© To-him, for 'tis his right. = 
10 Let heav'n and earth unite in one, 
« To praiſe the glorious name 
Of him that ſits upon the throne, 
« And Rn the. Lamb. 4 
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S ON G XXVII. 


4 View-of the Saints and MazTy&s in lame. 


From Rev. vii. 


E T's vie w by faith the ſaints above, 
Redeem'd from fin by Jeius' love 


Their various tribes, , their 1weet — | 


In raptures of eternal joy. | 


2 The Patriareh's with Jacob's race, 


Rais'd up to heav'n' by God's free grace! | | 
With ſongs they praiſe their Father's God, 
Who led them home the heav'nly road. 


3; Next, ſee a num'rous multitude, 


4 


Redecm'd from hell by. Jeſus' blood, 

From ev'ry nation, hindred; tongue, 

Who ſing an everlaiting ſong. * 
In white robes cloath'd they all do tand, oy 
With palms of triumph in their hand: 
% Salvation to God on the throne, 
They cry, and to the-Lamb his Son. 


Next theſe, angels, and fall eg 


Humbly adoring three in- One; 


They cry, Xmen, give glory, power. 
80 Ne. thanks to God for evermore.” 


But whence come theſe in white. who ſhine. 1 


All cloath'd with. righteeuſneſs divine? 
Theſe come from ſuff rings great to God, | 
Their robes they wath'd in the Lamb's OY 


7 The martyrs trials now are oer, 


They ſee God's face for evermore; 
The Lamb makes ſure their heav'nly Bl, 
They ve ſaid, he's ours, and we are. his. 


8 No more the heat-ſhall them torment 
Of ſcorching ſun they ve no complaint; 


The Lamb, who. ſhines amidſt the g 
Shall be their everlaſting fi un. * 


9 To Father, Son and holy Ghoſt, 


One God, who ſaved us when loſt . 
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Be. everlaſting glory gi iv 'n, Ee 
By all on earth, and al in heaven, 


SO NG XXVII. 


custer 8 Viktor and Babylon's — 8 
Rev. xviti, an Rev. XV. Oc. | 


Ehold, an angel doch deſcend, 
With power and glory great; ; 
To earth he comes, for. a good end, 
Bleſt tidings to relate! 
2 Great Babylon that did eurbral- 
The kingdoms of the earth, 
The time is come for her to fall, 
Which calls, for holy mirtn. 
3. Let heav'ns be glad, with all the * 
«« Let prophets all rejoice; | 
“ God doth avenge your long complaints; : 
« With praiſe li fe up your voice. 
4 A milſtone's caſt by Gabriel, 
« And in the ſea is drown'd + 
Thus terribly ſhall Babel fall, 
And never more be found.“ 
$5. Upon the ſea of glaſs they ſtand, 
The beaſt who overcome, 
With harps of gold into cheir hand, 
To celebrate her doom. | 
6 Theſe. conquerors do meet in bag art 11647] 
And to;Jehovab's name, 
They pleaſantly unite their wig 
Of Moſes and the Lamb. 
7 By Moſes hand, the enemy . 
Did ſink deep in the flood; 
So drown'd our fins are in the ſea e 
Of Jeſus' precious blood. 
8 The conquerors with fluent tongues, 
Christ s honour. will e 
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In ſweeter notes than Moſes's dong, 
They'll tune thoſe of the Lamb. 
9 All nations ſhall to thee bow down, 
And worſhip rev rentlyy , 
"wen once'thy judgments : are made known, 
_ - Agaialt thine ene. 
10 The hoſts of God, with 'one conſent, 
Shall Hallelujah's fing; 
When the Lord God omnipotent, 
| Takes his great pow'r to reign, | 
11 At length will end the devil's reign,” | 1 
Over the ſons of men; 2 


Let heav'n and earth rejoice and ing, 
With all that dwell in _ Ji. 


s O N.G XXIX 


The Gord News of the N Ao cue 
| * e 


Reat pity God ſhews | | 
Fo Gentiles and Jews; 
He ſent them his goſpel to bring them gooe's news 
5 Good news to the loſt, 
5 With racking fears toſs d, 
That found is a ranſom, in which they __y boaſt. 
20K ranſom of blood, 
I.hbat runs like a flood, 
Their ſins off to carry, who God's laws withſtood. 
News! that Chriſt was kind, 
When hell's pow'rs combin'd, 
To rout them, he freely his dear life reſign d. 
5 3 Blood ſtream'd from his fide, 
T' attone for our pride; 
Sin was the tormentor that him erucify d. 
When we have him view'd, 
| With his blood imbru'd, 
May we 975 this * ger all ſin ſubdu'd. 
4 What 
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4 What ſight do we ſee? 
| Chriſt ſtretch'd on the tree, 
For rebels as we are, moſt willing to die 
Paius dreadful he felt, 
O let our hearts melt | 
For fin that did pierce him, when he bore our goil. 
5 Since for ſins of men, 
GSod's dear Lamb was ſlain, 
Hard muſt the man's heart be, that yet feels no lan. 
| When the ſun did faint,. | 
And hardeft rocks rent, , | 
Shall we be ſo ſtubborn, as never relent 
6 Our glorious Head, 
Our victim was made, 
To heal us when wounded, his blood all & ſhed. 
In our place he ſtood, 1 
And pour'd out his blood, 17 
Yea, gives us free acceſs to that healing flood. 
7 Chriſt's feaſt we'll attend, 
And his love commend, _ 
We'll think on his ſufferings till our hearts ao rend... 


His wounds I'll not view. 


\ 


Like a harden'd Jew, _ 0 
But when ſet before me, my grief rl: renew. 


J 0 N XXX. 
The news of Cnrsr? 5 pierced Jack: yo 16s. ** 5 80 


OW beautiful upon the mount 
Were Chriſtꝰ's feet pierc d on our account, 
Where he was cruecify d 5 
His feet, tho” nailed to the tree, 
Swift tidings bring to you and me, 
ä God's wrath is paciſ a. 
2 T idings that Chriſt has eee peace, | 
With treaſures full of needful grace, N 
$1 0 T 0 ſupply * our wants. | 


wh | 
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Good news! that he hath purchas'd room, 
For ev'ry needy ſoul to come, 
To fit and feaſt with ſaints. 
+ Were men at God's bar ſtrictly try d, . 
None living could be juſtify d, 
All would be oily found, 
| From juſtice throne we ſinners fly, 
To Chriſt our bleeding Prieſt on high, 
Where mercy doth abound, 
. 4 4 Chriſt's the proper Mercy-/eat, _ 
Where we with God may ren ay treat, 
: In him God's fatisfy'd. 
His blood hath juſtice reconciFd, 
| ts flaming ſword bath quit the fila, 
Juſtice is on our ſide. 0 
= 5 Now God his friendlineſs to prove, 
il 14 Invites us to a feaſt of love, | 
A rich and coſtly feaſt ; 
To partahs of the rareſt food, 
Pardon and peace thro” his Son's blood, 
Which angels ne' er did taſte. 
6 Lord, ſin, the murderer here ſtands, 
That pierc'd thy heart, thy feet and hands; * 
For which F mourn and grieve. 
Lord, give a ſtrong couragious — 
To doom each darling luſt to death. 
Sin ſhall no longer live. 
7 This foe my Saviour betray d. 
It bound and hawl'd him to be try'd, 
And rais'd the furious cry, 5 
To erucify the Lord our Head 
But, good news! he roſe from the OY | ] 
EN N22 2 of us an 29 41 bt 
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SON G MXXI. 
Ya L AM BS's BATTLE and Vicrox. 


HE Lamb fought for me, 
"I My foes vanquiſh'd he; 
The lion he conquer'd, when nail'd to the tree, 
The Lamb when he fought, 
Great victory brought; 
our freedom from bondage to Satan he wrought, I 
2 The Lamb for us dy'd, 
He was crucify d; | 
'Yet, when at the loweſt, hell's pow'rs he * 1 
Ile lay in the grave, _ 
Our loſt ſouls to fave; 
Yet roſe as our Champion, moſt Jakant * brave. 
3 He fought and he fell, 
Yet overcame hell; 
He conquer'd and triumph'd, ' for ſuch as rebel. 
He roſe for our ſake; | 
And did the earth ſhake, | 
The devils and keepers to tremble did make. : 
4 Then rocks they did rend; 1 
Him angels attend, 
He taught his diſciples, till he did . 
He went up in might, 
With chariots of ligt; | 
A cloud him received, out of his friends ache. 
5 Above he did land, 
Seits on God's right-hand, 
Our high Prieſt and Soy” reign, all _ to command. 
There he pleads on high, 
Loud doth his blood cry, - 
For pardon to ſinners, who to him do *. 
6 The Lamb's judge of all, : 
The dead he will call, , 
All muſt ſtand before him, be they e or Anal. 
His mercy is great, 
His blood paid our debt, 
He will then abſolve us, when judgment is ſet. . 
| ; | 70 
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-. God's juſtice to appeaſe. - 


| They bim expos d to all diſgrace, 


Seripture Song 
7 Of chriſt that did die, 
eee A 
Our ſongs with ſweet muſic, we Il ſpread thro? the 
With both hearts and tongues, and 
We'll ſing the Lamb's, - ES 


| Leter'ry ſoul join us u that to him 


SONG. XXXII. 


5 CHRIST'S SUFFERINGS, and his Love to BE- 


LIEVING Sous. 


1 7 Hen Jeſus pour'd out blood and tears, 
| A ſinking load of wrath he bears, 
A bloody robe for us he,wore, . 
His ſoul in pain did travel ſore . 
And all to bring us eaſe. 


4 2 The ploughers his dear back did TITS 


Their ſcourges here long furrows Aer. 
| In which his bl did run. 


They ſpat upon his bleſſed face, 
| His love this did not ſhun, -- 
3 He bore our curſe and puni iſhment, 
Shed blood till ev'ry drop was Ipent,. | 
To ranſom us from wrath, F 
Who can his love enough commend, 
That faves all criminals condemn'd, 
Who look to him by faith? 
4. From ſin and wrath; thou doſt relieve, 4 
The chief of ſinners who, believe, --. + 
Thy wounds do them iincloſe; - .,,,; 
Their ſouls in theſe thy people Ae,” Ty. 
And there they conſtantly abide, , -. 
Safe from their deadly foes, | 


| 5 A-[kreen from wrath, 1 know of none, 72 


But Jefus' righteouſneſs Alone: 1 = 
1 r covers * our fin, 51 4 
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Strict trial this can well A... | 
For it is infinitely pure, 
| No flaw is found therein. 
6 Thou when on earth the ſich didſt deal, 
And to the hungry bręad didſt — pale 
Our ſouls when ſtarving feed: 
More precious they are than clay; 
Lord Jeſus, pity ſouls this, day, 
And ſatisfy our need. 
7 Believers by rhee are belov'd ; 
A kingdom, ne'er to be remov 'd, 
Shall unto them be giv'n. 
Rich crowns on them thou wilt beſtow, 
No matter what they want below, 
They U be made u in heaven. 


SON E XXXIII. 


CHRIST“. great SUFFERINGS bring. 2 Bi. 
; NEFIT fo Up. , 


\HE Lamb filent Rood, Les to 2 
, While men ſhed his. blogd ! 
Hinaſel he gave freely, to be our ſouls food. 
Crown'd was he with thorn, 
VUs'd with ſpite and ſcorn, | 
Yet patiently bore it, to ſave thee as | 
- 2 Expoſed he ſtands, | 
. With nail'd feet and hands, | 
Deep ade long bleeding, to pay law's demands, 
| - No man's tongue can tell, 
What grief him befel, 
In faving loſt finners, from ſinking to hell. a 
3 He was doom'd to die, 
on mount Calvary, . 
Sore ee he did utter his laſt bitter cry. 
Our guilt which he bore, 
gSgqueez d blood from each pore, 
Great was bis ſouls torture, that made him to roar. 
5 — Ty D 4 | 8 His 


304 Scripture Songs 
4 His wounds bring us peace, 
"AR LM His pains give us eaſe, 
From fin's pow'r and bondage they do us releaſe, 
Clhriſt ſtraying ſouls ſought, | 
| Their pardon he bought, | . 
From Satan's vile ſlavery their freedom he Ren 
5 Lord, thy love's divine, 1 
It doth kindle mine, 
O let it cauſe in me all graces to ſhine, 
| Dead ſouls to revive, 
When they life derive, 
From thy wounds, the fountain that makes ens! 
6 Im ſinful and vile, 
My heart's full of guile, 
It will be free mercy if on me thou ſmile. 
Lord do not deſpiſe | 
: My ſoul's feeble cries, 
Receive a loſt ſinner that to thy blood flies. 
7 This blood ſaves bow hell, 
And fears doth diſpel, 
The thunders of Sinai, the Lamb's blood doth quell. 
| I plead thy free grace, 
One ſmile of thy face, 
or weed to me ſpoken, would fill ONIONS. . 
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A LECTURE on 1 Cor. xi. 17. to the end; 
concerning the inſtitution of the Logp' 8 
SUPPER, i ey gn 15 


Verſe 17. - Now in this that I declare unto you, I i. | 
you not, that you come E noi oat: the Pant. 3 
| but for the worſe. 
18. For firſt of all, when ye come geber in the- 
church, I hear that there be Klose ons 3 you. 
and | partly believe it. "20 
19 For there muſt be alſo hereſies among you, that they 
which are approved may be made manife eft among Jos,” 


N this paſſage the apoſtle takes occaſion to re- 
prove the great diſorders and abuſes crept in 
among them in adminiſtrating and partaking of the 
Lord's ſupper ; which (as the ancients tells us) was 
commonly adminiſtrate with a love · feaſt annexed to 
it, which gave occaſion to the er diſorders 
| here reprehended. _ | 
Verſe 115, We have the manner of Kia introducing 
the charge, Nau in this that I declare unto you, 1 
0 3 ep 
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praiſt you not, &c. Which ſhews his willingneſs ts 
commend them ſo far as he could But ſuch ſcanda- 
lous diſorders as they are guilty of in ſo ſacred an 
inſtitution, he could not paſs without a ſharp reproof. 
Why? they inverted the very end and deſign of the 
brqdinance, which was intended to make them bet- 
fer, or to promote their ſpiritual intereſts, but it 
really made them worſe, Wherefore he ſays, they 
come together not for the better but the worſe. 
Objerve 1, That Chriſt's ordinances, if they do 
not make us better, they are apt to make us worſe ,— 
If they do us no aohd, they may do us harm; if 
they do not melt and mend,. they will harden ; and 
that corruptions will be confirmed in us, if the pro- 
per means do not work a cure of them. 2. It con- 
cerns us all to enquire into the ſucceſs of ordinances 
and ſolemn meetings. O it is ſad, if our meetings 
tend to the increaſe of our fin, inſtead of the in- 
creaſe of our grace, Let us earneftly deprecate 
- Verſe 18. For firſt of all, when you rome together in 
the church, I hear there be diviſions among you, &c. 
They fell into diviſions, ſects, parties, and fuctions, 
in their celebrating of this ordinance; they fell a 
quarrelling one with another about meats and drinks 
m the Jove-ſeaſts, or about the order of their down- 
fitting, or the time when they ſhould begin, or did 
not ſtay till they all came up. The whole church 
did not join together, but they eat it ſeparately; 
there was alſo uncharitableneſs, alienation of affec- 
tions, diſcord and contentions among them, which 
very much marred their edification, and ſucceſs of 
the goſpel. e . 
Qui. Seeing ſchiſms are mentioned here, what 
is meant thereby? Who are guilty of ſchiſm, and 
who are ſchiſmaticks? Anſcu. In ſetĩpture the word 
is variouſly taken: 1. It is taken for a difference in 
opinions and ſentiments about ſome points, ee 


| [5-207 I 
there is no heat of contention, or breach of com- 
munion. Such a divifion or ſchiſm was among the 
Phariſees, about Chriſt's curing the blind man, John 
ix. 16. it is faid there was a diviſion among them,“ 
originally chidma. And ſuch ſchiſms may be a- 
mong orthodox divines about leſſer points, and yet 
managed without giving offence. 2, The general 
ſenſe of the word is, a dividing and breaking off 
from the communion of the church in public ordi- 
nances, without cauſe, like theſe Heb. 10. 25. Not 
for{aking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as the 
manner of ſome is, And in this ſenſe the antients 
take ſchilin as diſtinguiſhed from hereſy. Auguſtine 
faith, Schiſmaticos facit non diverſa fides, ſed commus» 
nionis diſrupta focietar, 3. In this place, and com- 
monly in other places of ſcripture, as 1 Cor. i. 10. 
1 Cor. iii. 4. 1 Cor. xii. 25. the word chidma is 
taken for uncharitable, contentious and diviſive prac- 
tices among the profeſſors of the goſpel, without 
breaking off from the communion of the church; 
when people are chargeable with uncharitable con- 
tentions-and diſcords, and alienation of affections 
from their brethren ; tor here they came together, 
and yet were ſchiſmaticks. ng | F 
Obſerve. There may be ſchiſm, where there is no 
ſeparation of communion. Perſons may attend ordi- 
nances together, and ſit together at the Lord's table, 
and yet be ſehiſmaticks in ſcripture ſenſe, by reaſon of 
their uncharitable contentions, and alienation of af- 
fections: whereas Chriſtians may ſeparate from one 
anothers communion, and yet be charitable towards 
one another; and this is not ſa much ſchiſm in ſcrip- 
'ture ſenſe, as to be uncharitable and contentious. 
The apoſtle had had a report of theſe diviſions, 
which he did the more eaſily believe; becauſe he 
knew there behoved not only to be divitions bac he- 
reſies alſo, that is, falſe doctrines, more dangerous 
than ſchiſins; for hereſies are corrupt opinions which 
| 1 1 


Co. 
ſtrike at the fundamentals of chriſtianity and all 
found religion. Hereſy, according to the modern 
ſenſe of the word, is an error in the fundamen- 
tals of religion maintained with obſtinacy; though 
we cannot ſay the word neceſſarily imports ſuch a 
ſtrong ſenſe in this place, hereſy and ſchiſm ſome - 
times being ſynonymous terms. 
Oz ſerve 1, We have no cauſe to wonder that there 
thould be breaches of Chriſtian love in the church, 
when we know ſuch offences will come as ſhall make 
ſhipwreck of faith and a good conſcience. 
_  Preft. How ſays the apoltle, Herefies muſt come? 
What neceſſity is there for them? Anſw. There is 
no neceſſity of force upon any man to broach them, 
any further than his own corruption, pride. vain 
glory, envy or contentious ſpirit, or Satan's temp- 
ration prompts him to it. But the event is certain, 
becauſe 'of God's decree permitting them, who by 
His wiſdom orders them for wiſe ends, that they 


duo are approved, may be made manifeft, by their 


conſtant adhering to the truth 1 all the temp- 
tations of ſeduters. 5 
| Obſerve 2. A time of temptation and ſetuien 
is a time of trial and diſcovery, who are. ſincere 
and conſtant adherers to the unk and ways of 
God, and Who not, _ 
\ Obſerve 3. It is a pleaſure to God to ſee the faith 
and conſtancy of his uprigt ones diſcovered to ne 
world, 
Obferve 4. The wiſdom of: God e can . the er- 
rors and wickedneſs of others a foil to the cid and 
| integrity of the ſaints. 
Perſe 20. When ye come Werbe- therefore into one 
place, this is not to eat the Lord's ſupper. 
21. Fe or in eating every one taketh before other Air 
own ſuf) er; and one is hungry, Hum another * 
drunien. | 


p*. ach 
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- The heathens uſed to eat and drink plentifully at 
their feaſts upon their ſacrifices; and this protane 
cuſtom was creeping in among the malate: Corin- 
thians. Many think the apoltle was pointing here 
at their Agamai, or love-feaſis, that in theſe 
times either preceeded or followed the Lord's ſup- 
per; and they are called /ove-feafts, becauie they - 
were deſigned to manifeſt their love to their fellow 
Chriſtians, both poor and rich, and the poor carrie , 

ed away what was left at them: and alto they had 
them to repreſent our Lord's laſt ſupper, in which 
he eat the paſchal lamb, before be initituted that 
ordinance now called the Lord's fupper. Theſe 
love feaſts were founded on no command of Chriſt, 
but came in by cuſtom, and by the Jews who became 
Chrittians. Theſe would needs have an appendix or 
appurtenance of the Lord's ſupper; and in imitati- 
on of- Chriſt's eating the paſchal lamb before the 
Lord's ſupper, would have a feaſt or ſupper of their 
own to preceed the Lord's ſupper; and having pro- 
vided it at home, would needs bring it to the place 
where the church met. To this feaſt all the poor 
were invited at the charges of the rich, as an ex- 
ꝓreſſion of their perfect love and charity one to- 
wards another. But in this church great abuſes 
erept in, in this practice; the poor Chriſtians were 
neglected and deſpiſed. The rich did either not invite 
them, or did not wait for them: but the rich haſted 
to eat what they had brought with them, and ſome 
uf them eat and drank to exceſs, ſo that ohe was 
hungry, another: was drunken, The apoſtle inveighs 
againſt this practice, as turning a feaſt of charity 
into a debauch, and as that which made them inca- 
pable to partake of the Lord's ſupper. This Was a 
ſcandalous irregularity, a profaning a ſaxred inſtitu- 
tion, and corrupting a divine ordinance to the laſt 
9 What — have. been a. bond 15 mutual 
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amity and affection, was made an inftrument of 
diſcord and diſunion. 

Obſerve 1. Duties not done as they ought, are 
ä not done at all in Chriſt's account. — Or a careleſs 
rating and drinking of the Lord's ſupper is as good 
as none, yea worſe than no eating. So prayers may 
be made, yet not made; facraments received, yet 
not received. Alms given, yet not given, becauſe 
not done in the manner and form required by God. 

Obſerve 2. A ſincere ſoul muſt and will look not 
only to the matter of the duty, but alſo to the 
manner of performing it. 

Ob ſerve 3. It is a heinous evil for beit to 
treat their fellow Chriſtians with contempt and inſo- 
lence, eſpecially at the Lord's table: for the rich 
to deſpiſe the poor, this is a great evil. 

Obſ, 4. That even in the apoſtolical and primitive 
times, great diſorders and irre gularities had crept into 


ttnhe church; and that there is no church without 


ſpot in this imperfect Gy "> 

0. 5. That the apoſtle, egg of theſe, 
doth not direct the one part of the Corinthians to ſe- 
parate from the other; but he only reproves and 
rectiſies their abuſes. He doth not ſay, withdraw 
from ſuch perſons, for they will pollute the ordi- 
nance to you. No, if they be polluted, it is ts 
themſelves, and not to others. He eats and drinks 
damnation to himſelf, Every man {ſhall bear his 
oven burden. Wherefore, ſays he, Let a man exa- 
mine himfelf,, not his neighbour. The apoſtle doth 
not encourage ſeparation upon that ground, that 
there were ſcandalous perſons admitted in Corinth, 
even ſome drunk about the time of partaking, which 
might be the occaſion of their divided way. of com- 
municating. But he reproves their divided communi- 
eating, and charges them to come together to the 
Lord's ſupper, and tarry for one another. He in- 


deed ſharply reproves their ſcandalous practice, = m_ 
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tells them that it · was moſt hazardful to themſcives 
to communicate unworthily, but ſpeaks of no dan- 
ger to others. He commands them to examine 
themſelves, and fo to eat, but not to examine their 
fellow communicants, which certainly he had done, 
If their joining with them bad made them partakers 

of their. {m and danger. 

Verſe 22. What, have ye not houſes fo eat and 1e 
erink in? or Zeſpiſo ye the church of God, and ſhame 
them that have not! What ſhall I ſay to you? hall 
Pi 'praife you in this? I praiſe you not. 

The apoſtle here doth condemn both the abuſes 
ef thoſe feaſta, and alſo their keeping them in the 
place where the church met. Some underſtand the 
church, of the houſe wherein the church met, and 
cal] their feaſting there, a profaning or unhal- 
lowing the place Fer apart for divine worſhip. O- 

thers underſtand it of the people or poor members 
there met. Why do ye deſpiſe them? by exclud- 
ing them from your company, becauſe of their po- 
verty; and ſo ye put them to ſhame, whom God 
has adopted, and admitted into his family. This 
feaſt was originally deſigned for the poor's relief, 


and ye exclude them from it. | 
O. 1. The deſpiſing of the poor members of - 


the church, is a deſpiſing of the church itſelf, yea, 
Chriſt the Head of the * rch, as he that pincheth - 
the little toe, paineth the whole body, and the 
head too, bk 
Obfe 1. With what wakes and mildneſs the a- 
poſtle reproves theſe great diſorders, Shall I praiſt 
you ? It was the firſt time he had told them of their 
faults, in hopes of amendment, and therefore doth 
it gently; ; and ſome think this gentle way of re- 
proof had the due effe&t, becauſe no fault 1s taxed 
in the ſecond epiſtle that was reproved in the firſt 
Verſe 23. For I have receivedof the Lord, that which 


7 1 58 delivered unto you, that the "es Jeſus , the 


fame 


LT - 

fame nig bt i vhich he avas betrayed, took bread, 
24. Ind when he had given thanks, he brake it, 

end faid, take, eat ; this is my body, which is bro- 

ten for you : this do in remembrance of me. 

25. Aﬀer the ſame manner alſo he took the cup, 
 nwhen he had ſupped, ſaying, this cup is the new Teſta- 
ment in my blood; this do Jes. 4 off as ye drink it, it 
 Femembrance of me. 
26. For as often as ye eat this bread, 3 40 this 

' Eup, ye do Jſhew the Lord's death till he come. | 

After reproving their diſorders, he reduces them 
to the primitive inſtitution, and tells them, how he 
came by the knowlege of it, ſeeing he was not a- 
mong the. apoitles at the firſt mſtitution, It was 
by Revelation from Chriſt ; and what he had received 
of the Lord, he communicated to them without va- 
rying from the truth in the leaſt, without, adding 
or diminithing. As if he had ſaid, « As for theſe 
% love feaſts preceeding the Lord's fupper, I re- 
« ceived nothing from the Lord; you have borrowed 
them from Jews or heathens : but all that I re- 
« ceived from the Lord concerning the Lord s ſup- 
per, I here ſet before you.” And indeed he gives 
2 more particular account of the inſtitution than 
we meet with elſewhere. 

We have the Author of , the Lord Jeſus 
Christ. 05%. It is an act of Chriſt's royal power and 
authority, as King and Head of the church, to in- 
ſtitute ſacraments. The church has no power to 
appoint ſuch, but only to execute and adminiſter 
what Chriſt appoints: and as it is Chriit's ordinance, 
we ſhould have a ſpecial regard to it, and not pro- 
lane or neglect it. 

2. We have the time of the indication, the fame 
pight in which he was betrayed ; when he was enter 
ing on his ſoul ſufferings in the garden, and going 
next day to the croſs; a night much to be remem- 
Wed, being the laſt night before Chriſt 8 


E 
che night wherein he began his bitter agonies, and 
fwate the bloody ſweat for us; a night, wherein he 
faw heaven, earth, and hell; even juſtice, men and 
devils, drawn up in a battle · array againſt him. A won- 
drous inſtance of his love, in ſpending ſo much of that 
little time he had in the world (when he ſeemed 
to have more need to mind himſelf) in ſettling an 
ordinance for the confirmation and conſolation of 
his people, to the end of the world. Whatever 
come of himſelf, his people muſt not be forgot. 

Obſerve from the time of the inſtitution, the night - 
before his ſuffering, that it is very neceſſary when ſuf- 
ferings are approaching, to have recourſe to the 
Lord's table, which affords both an antidote againſt 
fear, and a reſtoxative and cordial to faith. Where - 
fore Chriſt, for our example, communicated with 
his diſciples the night before he ſuffered, | 

We have the ſaeramental elements, or the me- 
morative, e met and mſtrudive ſigns, bread 
and wine. 

4. The things fignified thereby, the body and 
blood of Chriſt, his body broke and blood ſhed, to- 
gether with all the benefits which flow from his 
death and Sacrifice, 
Obſerve 1. There is no trankblancatiie; as the | 

papilts abſurdly imagine, Why? Paul calls that 
which is eaten bread five times over in this paſſage,” 
and even after what the papiſts call conſecration.” 
A plain argument that the apoſtle knew nothing of 
their monſtrous doctrine, which makes the bread by - 
the words of conſecration to be changed into the 
ſubſtance of Chriſt's body, only the aceldents 'Of © 
bread remaining; which affronts and deftroys the 
nature of a ſacrament, and gives the lie to our ſen- 
ſes, It is called his body, becauſe it was a ſign and 
repreſentation of it, not his real hody to be ſure; 
for then it, would follow that Chriſt eat his own body 
while alir e, and chat his diſciples did the ſame; yea' 


that 
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that they devoured that body over night which hang 
upon the croſs next morning, with a thouſand ſuch 
like abſurdities. But whether the papiſts will or 
not, they muſt admit of a figurative expreſſion in this 
_ paſſage; far when Chriſts ſays, This cup is the News 

teſtament in my blood, they muſt mean that which 
was in the cup, and not the veſſel that held it; 
and this is the ordinary facramental dialect, con- 
cerning eircumciſion and the paſſover. Circumciſion 
is called God's covenant, Gen, xvii. 18. 7, e. the 
gn. of it. Alſo the Lamb is called the paſſover, 
Exod. xii. 11. #. e. the ſign of it, It is true the 
heathens. laid it to the charge of the primitive 
Chriſtians, that they eat human fleſh; but falſſy, 
as «4 by the apology made for the primitive 
| ians, by Tertullian and others; which apolo- 
gy 1 been falſe, had they daily eaten the fleſh of 

Chriſt in the ſacrament. It hath been always rec- 
koned a moſt deteſtable thing to eat human fleſh, 
and much more is it to eat the God we worſhip and 
devour him whom ve pretend to adore. 

C3. 2. That both bread and cup are uſed together, 
hic 15 the unwarrantable 3 of the pa- 
piſts in depriving the laity of the cup. It is direct- 
Iy contrary to Chriſt's inſtitution; for our Saviour, 
as it were) forſeeing the papiſts encroachment in 
this matter, is more expreſs in his injunction concer- 

| nipgrhe cup, than the bread, in theſe words, Mat. 
XVI. 27, Drink ye all of it ; and their obedience is 
recorded of the cup, and not of the bread, Mark 
xiv. 27. And they all drank of it, Now, why is 
Chriſt ſo expreſs in this? Surely it was, becaule he 
foreſaw in the after · ages this ordinance would be diſ- 
membred, by the prohibition of. the cap to the laity, 
and that by the popiſh councils and canons, with an 
expreſs non-ob/taxte to the command of Chriſt, 
5. We have the ſacramental actions, both on the 
\ miniſter's and peoples part. N 
For the fit, our Lord took che bread, he bleſſed | 


it, 


% * 
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it, he brake it, he gave it to his diſciples, 1. The 
taking of bread ſignifies God's chuſing, ſetting a- 
part, and appointing Chriſt to be a Surety and facvi- 
fice, and laying on him the ſins of his people. 2. The 
bleſſing ſignifies his qualifying and furnithing Chriſt 
with all gifts and graces needful for the diſcharge 
of his mediatory offices, and fon anſwering is 
people's exigencies. 3. The breaking ſignifies all 
huis breakings, bruiſings and woundings, both in 
ſaul aud body, which were for our ſins, in order to 
ſatisfy divine juſtice, and procure ſalration for us. 
4. The giving ſignifies hrs offering, giving, and ac- 
tually beſtowing Chriſt and all his benefits on us. 
Tbere is no — reſerved, my ame 1 
or kept. back; all: is theirs, 141 It 
24ly, The actions on the menü parti 
to take, to eat, and drink in remembrance of Chriſt. 
Queſt. What is meant by taking this bread ? Anſ. 
It is the accepting of Chriſt as he is offered to us; a 
receiving the atonement, approving of it, conſenti 
to it, coming up to the terms on which the benefit 
is propoſed to us. It is an accepting of Chriſt's: grace, 


and ſubmitting to his government. Believing. on "5 
Chriſt is expreſſed by taking or receiving of him. Well 


then, when we are bid take this bread;; we are bid 
take Chriſt, and all the benefits of his purchaſe; and 
that ſincerely and honeſtly; without: diffimulation 
intirely, fully, and without ee with cloſe and 
paticular. application, ſaying, iy Lord and mi G 
with thankfulneſs and praiſe Wohle kid Bier, 
ſuch a rich purchaſe; ſuch a free covenant, and ſuchʒ 
ſuitable promiſes; with humility aid: ſelf denial, re- 
nouncing all confidence in our own preparationg, or 
qualifications of anꝝ fort, ſaying, Inthe Lord only bau 
2 righteauſueſs an firength > and with full affurance 
ith * ug on the bread, as the Lord's: ſenl 
a pledge E dur intereſt in, and title to the bleſi 
8 rr ders =_ NN OR I Chriſt 
e 3 ow: 
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that his body was broken for us; believing that 
Chriſt and all the bleſſings of the covenant are here- 
with given to us, as really W gives the bread 
into our hands. 

Que ſſ. — cnmnt by eating chis bread ? Anf. 
It ſignifies our feeding by faith upon Chriſt and his 
benefits, which is done by our believing the report 
concerning Chriſt and his purchaſe, and making a 
particular application of Chriſt and his benefits unto 
our ſouls, and their various neceſſities and exigen- 
ces. And particularly this eating ſignifies, 1. Our 
union with Chriſt. 2. Our ſatisfaction and compla- 
cency in him. 3. Our Jaw. ſtrength and increaſe 
of grace from Chriſt. 4. Our taking infeftment and 
poſſeſſion of Chriſt and bis purchaſeas ourinheritance, 
and . this ourward 2 15 as a aße of the 
whole. 

As to the. hed condterningy wh cup, This 525 
4+ the Neu 7. eftament in my blood, ſhed for many, for 
the remiſſion of n; it is a figurative ſpoech, ſigni- 

ing that the wine in the cup, as repreſenting the 
: thedding of Chriſt's blood, is a ſign and ſeal of Chriſt's 
teſtament or covenant” of grace, confirmed by his 
blood. From which we may . e 1. That every 
worthy communitant doth here get a copy of Chriſt's 
teſtament put into his hands, with al "the legacies 
and bleſſings i it contains, ſuch as pardon of ſin, peace 
with God, wiſdom, ri dune ſanctification, 
redemption, grace and glory. Which teſtament 

if we take hold of, and acquieſce in the method of 
Aalvation containecb in it, and can prove our relation 
to the Teſtator: by faith and regeneration,” we. are 

'Ehildren and heirs, and havean'niterelt therein 
Oh. 2. What it was that purchaſed! the New Teſta- 
ment tous, even Chriſt's blpod : here is never a line 
ee read or hear af the New Teſtauient, but we 
{h641d mind the blood bf Chriſt. . Hud it not been 
7 2 dhe . — rord ehe eee the New 
a 9 5 | | Teſtament 


4 
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Teſtament written, and had it not been for the New 
Teſtament, we had never known __ WY or 
Chriſt's blood ſhed. « 

6. We have the ends of the inflication, 145 To 
keep up the remembrance of Chriſt, Chriſt knew 
how apt our baſe hearts would be to forget him a- 
midſt a throng of f ſenſible objects as we here eonverſe 
with; and how much our forgetfulneſs of Chriſt 
would be to our prejudice and diſadvantage; and 
therefore he appoints this ordinance, to bring Chriſt, 
his death and love to our believing, aſſectionate and 
thankful remembrance, 2. Tz ſhewforth his death it e. 
to declare, publiſhand proclaim it. It is not barely, in 
remembrance of Chriſt, of what he hath done and ſuf- 
fered, but alſo r eee publiſh and proclaim his 
glorious condeſcenſion, his love and favour to loſt ſin - 
ners. We declare his death to be our life, and the 
ſpring of all our comforts and hopes. We glory in 
khis atonement and ſacrifice, and ſpread | it before 
God as aur only ranſom. We ſet it in the view of 
our faith for our quickning and comfort. We own 
it before the world, as the only ground of our hope; 
and that we are the diſciples of a crucified Chriſt, 
who truſt in him alone. for falvation and eee 1 
with God. - k 

We have a mandate or charges given for the ce- 
lebeatian; of this ordinance, and for doing it frequently. 
Our Lord's command is twice repeated for ſecurity, 
This do; "this do ye. It was our Lord's will that we 
ſhould celebrate the memorial of his death and paſ- 
ſion. It is the will of our ſoverei gn Lord and Lawgiv- 
er, the expreſs command of a Saviour, yea of a dying 
Saviour. A command of love; and it is ſuch x 
command, as if we.duly obſerve it, will be a bleſſed 
means to enable us. to obſerve all the commands of 
God the better. It is ſuch a command, as whoſo- 
ever lives in the wilful neglect of it, cannot be cal- 
led a Chriſtian, but will be treated by Chriſt at the 

n day as an ene: ny, and deſpiſer of his dying 


Ee 2 „love. 
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. Wherefore it is our duty not only to com · 
municate and partake of this ordinance, but we muſt 
do it often, - We cannot maintain bodily health and 
ſtrength without frequent meals, ſo neither ean 
we maintain ſoul-health and ſtrength without this 
ſpiritual diet frequently taken and received. The 
antient churches celebrated this ordinance every 
Lord's day. Let us be thankful that we have this 
piritual meal more frequently tendered to us than 
formerly. O for ſharpened appetites for our food? 
| 8, We have, the perpetuity of the ordinance, 
It is to be celebrated til} the Lord come the ſecond 
time, without in, for the ſalvation of them that 
believe, and to judge the world. Ohhſerve 1. That 
the Lord's ſupper is not a temporary, but a ſtand- 
ing and perpetual ordinance- 2. That there is no 
need of ſacraments in heaven; for Chriſt is there 
bodily preſent.—-Faich is then changed i into viſion, 
and hope into fruition. _ Here we hold communi- 
on with 9 — by ſigns and ſymbols; but above, we 
will ſec him as he is, and enjoy him perfectly. The 
Cay then will break, and all the lhadows hg flee 
away. 
Verſe 23. V herefore, 3 ſhall ent his bread, 
and drink this cup of the Lord unwortbily, 4 2 Be: 
guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, 
28. But let a man examine himfelf, and fo let him 
cat of that bread, and drink of that cup. | 
29. For he that-eateth and drinketh unworthily, ROS 
eib and drinketh damnation to W not diſcerning 
the Lord's body. 
The apoſtle having declared the 5 WK inftituti- 
on of the Lord's ſupper; he comes now to inſtruct the 
Corinthians in che right uſe of it, and to beware of 
profaning and abuling this ordinance, as 2 851 1 
done. 
Obſerve 1. The mn which he warms them of, viz. 
Eating and drinkjng unworthily, Nut. What is 
this? Aa. It is not a weak faith, or weakneſs in 


know: . 
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knowlege, or want of perfect Holineſs or free- 
dom from fun, that will denominate a perſon an un- 
worthy receiver; for this ordinance was not inſti- 
tuted for angels, but for men who are imperfect and 
ſinful: but it is to come ignorant, without due 
preparation, without faith, without repentance, 
ſelf· examination; without reſolution againſt ſin, 
and without reconciliation to God, or to our neigh- 
bour. | 
| ' Obſerve 4. The guilt and W of this ſin; 
they are guilty of the body and blood of the Lord, 15 
. e. It is an acceſſion to the guilt of ſhedding the 
innocent blood of our Lord we Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, | 
it is an implicite approbation of the Jews act i in, 
crucifying: Chriſt, —lt is a trampling Chriſt's blood 
under our feet; —— lt is a crucifying Chriſt afreſh, 
and harhouring the traitors and enemies of Chriſt. i in 
our boſom. 

Obſerve 3. The danger of i it; eating and drinking 
damnation to ourſelves; 1. e. They provoke God to 
inflict ſore judgments on them, temporal and ſpiritual 
judgments here, and eternal A Sena hereafter. 
The meaning is not, that this ſin is unpardonable, 
but that it deſerves damnation, and will bring it on, 
without repentance, and flying to the blood of 
Chriſt for cleanſing. Every {in is in its own nature 
damning, and therefore ſuch a heinous ſin, as profa- 
ning this holy Ordinance, muſt ſurely be ſo. But t1- 
morous and fearful believers ſnould not be diſcourag- 
ed from attending this holy Ordinance by the ſound 
of this word, as if they bound upon themiſelves the 
ſentence of damnation, by coming to the Lord's 
table unprepared. For hearing and praying unwor- 
thity incurs damnation, as well' as communicating; 
vaworthiy, . But this ſiu, as well as. others, leaves. 
room for forgiveneſs upon repentance, __ 

Obſerve 4. That unworthy receivers of the Lord's 5 
ſupper do contra great guilt, and iacur great dan- 
EE * | ger 


aud the weight of it by the ſeale. Swe 
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ger to themſelves, And therefore they ſhould be: 
much concerned to guard againſt this heinous and 
dangerous fin; and cry with the Pſalmiſt, Lord de- 
liver us from Blood  guiltinefs. 
"Obſerve, 5 It is only judgment to himſelf, it is 
not to another that receives with him. For if a 
wicked man's preſence at the ſacrament ſhould pol- 
lute the ordinance to a worthy. receiver; then 
Chriſt and his eleven apoſtles were defiled by the 
company of Judas at the paſſover, at which he cer- 
tainly was, and, as many think, at the Lord's ſup- 
per alſo. Which is abfurd. | 
We have in verſe 26th, che duty required for 
Preventing che ſin and danger of unworthy com- 
municating, and that is the great and neceſſary duty 
of ſelf. examination. It is a hor taken from 
goldſmiths, who try the truth of their gold by the 
touchſtone, the purity of their gold by the fire, 
have: here, 
1. The perſon examining, Lei a man examine.” 2. 
The perſon examined, it ĩs himſelf; he is to call him- 
ſelf to the bar of conſcience, and put queſtions to 
dimſelf, 1. Concerning his ſtate, whether he Has 4 a 
eee to come or not. 2. His fins and ſhortcomings 
3. His wants and neceſſities. 4. His ends and e- 
figns; whether it be to obey the charge of his dying 
Saviour, to ſhew forth his death, renew and ſeat his 
covenant with God, get nearneſs and eommunion 
with him, nouriſhment to his ſoul, and ſupply to 
his wants. And 5. . bis graces and qua- 
 Hfications, particularly as to knowlege, faith; re- 
pentance, fear, love, chankfulneſs, Holy . _ 
| New obedience. _ 

Obſerve, 1 1. It is not enough chat a niingitr wy 
mine us before partaking. We muſt examine'our- 
| ſelves, for we only can try our own: He and | 

thoughts, rg a miniſter cannot. 
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: Obſerve 2. Our main concern before partaking is 
about ourſelves.—It 1 is not about examining others, 
but about examining ourſelves that we are to be em- 
ployed. It is not what he or ſhe is that is to n 
nicate with us; but what Lam myſelf. - 

_ Obſerve 3. It ſhould therefore be our fin care 
before communicating, to examine ourſelves, and 
commune with our own hearts, as to our right to, 
and fitneſs for the Lord's table. 

We have in verſe 29th, the true 1 unworthy” 
communicatmg, Not diſcerning the Lord's body ;. i e. 
not making a diſtinction between this bread and 
common . bread; betwiat the Lord's body and the 
body of a mere man; not prizing nor eſteeming 
the body of a crucified Jeſus, as ar meritorious 
ground of our juſtification, NN : 

Verſe 30. For this cauſe many are weak avid fell 
among you,. and many ſleep. . 

some were puniſhed. with fickneſs wide — 
and ſome with death, for their eee in ap- | 
proaching-to the Lord's tablleQ. 

Obſerve 1. That careleſs and i irreverent partaking 
brings on OE A Mes as avell a5 ID 
and-ete 

Obſerve 2. That God may punis his own pigs 
with temporal judgments: for ſeverals of theſe ſo 
puniſhed, were in à ſtate of favour with God, as ap- 
pears from the word fleep, the death of the wick- 
ed being hardly called ſeep 1 in any place of ſcrip- 


ture; and from verſe 32. they were chaſtened of the _ 


Lord, that they might not be condemned with the world, 
Now, divine chaftening is a ſign of divine love. 
Obſerve 3. That the holineſs of an ardinance, ot 
the habitual holineſs of a perſon will not exempt him 
from God's diſpleafure and the infliction of temporal 
judgments here in this life, if he do not by actual 
Preparations ſanctify the name of God in * er 
ae ordinances of his b 3 
Obſerve 


4 322 ] 
 Opferve 4. That God puniſhes his people now te 
prevent their eternal wo. 
- Verſe 31. For if we would fudge ourſelves, aue 
' ſhould not be judged. 
If we would examine, try, cenſure and ſentence 
ourſelves, and ſo come to the Lord's table, we 
' would eſcape the caſtigatory punithment, and con- 
demnatory ſentence of God. Obſerve 1. That as 
it is our duty often to examine and judge ourſelves, 
ſo ſelf · judging will preſerve. us from the condemna- 
tion and judgment of God. 2. That theſe who: 
| through weakneſsof underſtanding are not capable: 
to examine themſelves,” are by no means fir to . 
take of this ordinance, 
Vierſe 32 But oben aue are bs; abe are ber 
| ed of the 1 that we Jhall not be nota with: 
the world. BY 
The e f theſe judgmibets; or af :Aive evils;, 
which do befal the children of God i in this life, they 
are chaſtenings, we are chaſtened of the Lord. To be: 
chaſtened has a double aſpect, fivſt upon our privi- 
lege, it denotes our relation, as children to God 
our father. Chaſtenings are a part of his childrens 
portion; yet in that we are chaſtened, it taxes us 
with weakneſs; we are fooliſh and unruly, and there- 
fore ſo long as we are here, muſt always go with: a 
rod at our back, Chriſt who was alſo a Son, was 
chaſtened, The chaſtiſement our peace was upon | 
him; but his were judiciary chaſtiſements, not as a 
child, but as an enemy, a malefactor, in our ſtead. 
04/erve, The merciful deſign of God in chaſtening 
his children, is to prevent their condemnation. 
When therefore at any time we are under chaſtiſe- 
ment, let us juſtify God, and condemn ourſelves, 
ſeeing his chaſtiſements are I to en our 


Mali 


condemnation. 
Verſes 33, 34. Wherefore my 38 1 — 4 Je 
come together to cat tarry ene for anither;. Aud if any 
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man hunger, let him eat at home; that ye come nb 
together unto condemnation.” 1 thereft will I ſet in 
erder when I come, © 

The apoſtle cloſes all Lich a caution to beware 
of the irregularities they had been guilty of, and to 
rectify them, that they come not together to con- 
demnation.— 0. 1. That our holy duties through a 
our own abuſe may prove matter of condemnation. 
chriſtians may keep ſabbaths, hear ſermons, per- 
form prayers, attend ſacraments, and only aggravate 
their guilt, and — 4 * a heavier doom on them 

ſelves.—03/. 2. We have great noch * ſee that we! 
come to God in due order, "SEEK 

Laſtly, He tells them, that as td the other 
of church order, he would determme them, when ke 
came among them: The reft will I ſer in order avher 


I come. Such unchriſtian diſorders may ariſe in — 


church, as will require the preſence and —_— 
5 an apoltl to corre and reform chem. 8 
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PREPAKMAT ION SERMON 
| before the SACRAMENT. 5 ; 


jou SHUA iii. 808805 yourſelver, Ab ro-mobiees he 
5 Toſs Il do wonders among you. 


N {this chapter we have the hiſtory of tracts pal. E 
fing through Jordan to Canaan; and a very me- 
morable hiſtory. it is; for long after they are bid to 
remember wha God did for them between shittim 
and Gilgal, Micah vi. 5. that they may know the 

righteouſneſs of the Lord, Shittim was the place where 

they * and 9 where they n next pitched. 
See 


SF 3” 
See Joſhua iii. 1. compared with Jeſhna iv. 19. He 
orders them to march up to the river-fide, where 
they came and lodged, though they were unprovided 

of means to paſs it in the ordinary way. Though they 
had neither boats nor bridges, yet they go nd 
in faith, truſting God's power and promiſe. It was 
told them, Joſhua i. 11. that they ſhould paſs it. 
We muſt go on in the way of our duty, though we 
foreſee difficulties, truſting God to help us through 
them when we come to them. The people are 
directed to follow the ark, ver. 3. when borne by 
the prieſts and Levites, to teach us cloſely to attend 
ordinances, if we would have the marks of God's 
favour and ſpecial preſence. 2% 

In the text we have two things, ' 1. A command. 


2. Reaſons given for it. N 
As to the firit, Sanctiſ yourſelves, The word 

fandtify has divers acceptations in ſeripture. Some- 
times it is applied to God, we are commanded to 
fanttify the Lord, i. e. to think and ſpeak reverently 
of him, or humbly to worſhip him. At other times 
we are commanded to ſanctiſꝭ ourſelves, and then it 
imports ſeveral things; x. Our ſeparating or ſetting 
ourſelves apart to ſome holy uſe. 2. Our cleanſing 
ourſelves from all ceremoniat pollution. 3. Our pre- 
paring ourſelves for ſome ſolemn or ſacred action, by 
the uſe of fome ſacred rites, or ceremonies, ſuch as 
legal waſhing, &c. 4. Our putting ourſelves in a 
ſuitable frame for attending on God's worſhip. 5. 

Our purifying ourſelves inwardly from fin, and ador- 
ning ourſelves with holineſs. I might cite ſcripture 
for all the ſignifications of the word, as Exod. xix. 
22. Joſh. vii. 13. 1 Chron. xv. 12. 2 Chron. v. 11. 
AXiX. 5. XXX. 3, Oc. I ſhall take it here as compre- 
hending ſomething of all theſe ſenſes, eſpecially the 
— preparing themſelves to attend the ark, and 
the diſcoveriag of God's power, glory, and goon” 
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_ _nef6,-with a ſuitable ſorrow and awful frame of ſhi 
rit, befitting ſuch a great occaſion, - 

II. We hog the l for it, For to-morrow the 
Lord will do wonders among you. See how magnifi- . 
_ cently he ſpeaks of God's ws he calls them 
wonders; and indeed theſe were ſo, the dividing of 
the waters of Jordan, and making them to ſtand 
upon a heap, and then to run back, turning fluids 
into ſolids, and cauſing the Iſraelites to walk Keogh 
the rapid river upon ſolid dry ground. All theſe 
were great wonders of God's power and goodneſs 
towards Ifrael. Now, ſays Joſhua, ſince God is 
about to give you ſuch uncommon inſtances of his 
power and favour, ſanctih yourſelves, compoſe your 
minds by meditation, prayer, and abſtractedneſs 
from the world; that ye may be in caſe for a care- 
ful and religious obſervation of his wonderful works, 
and to receive the diſcovery of his glory, and the 
communications of his goodneſs, that fo ye may 
give God all the glory, and take to yourſelves the 
comfort of his wondrous works and n ap- 
pearances. 

Docrrine. When God is about to make wonderful 
diſcoveries of his glory and goodneſs to his people, 


then they ſhould make ſolemn preparation for ob- 7 


ſerving and receiving of the ſame, For'confirmati- 
on whereof, ſee Exod. xix. 10, 11. And the Lord 
faid unto Moſes, Go unto the people, and ſanttify them 
to-day and to-morrow," and let them waſh their 
cloaths ; and be ready againſt the third day ; for the. 
third day the Lord will come' down in the fight of all 
the'people, upon mount Sinai. Or 2dly, When God 
ſets tryſt with a people, they ſhould prepare them- 
ſelves'to attend him, 1 Sam. xvi. 4, 5. And Samuel 
did that which the Lord ſpate, and came to Bethlehem ; 
and the riders of the town trembled at his coming, and 
faid — thou 9 And be ſaid peaceably : I 
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am come to ſacrifice unto. the Lord: ſandiif your ſelver, 
and come with me to the Jacrifice, 

Methed.1, When it is that the Lord makes fuch 
wonderful diſcoveries. of himſelf to his people. | 
II. Wherein the preparation for ting on this 
| of e e God doth ly 

III. The properties of this preparation. 

IV. The neceſſity of it. 43 

V. And laſtly, I ſhall make application. 1 

I. As to the firſt head, When it is that the Lord 
makes glorious and wondrous diſcoveries of himſelf 
to a people. 1. When, notwithſtanding of grievous 
ſins and provocations, be averts threatened and im- 
pending judgments, and comes to them in a way of 
mercy; as when he threatens famine and ſcatcity, 
he ſends fruitful ſeaſons and plenty of bread ; when 
he threatens the noiſome peſtilence, he removes it and 
ſends health; when he threatens a bloody fword, he 
ſheaths it up, and ſends peace and ſafet x. 
2. When he is pleaſed to quell the church's ene- 
mies and perſecutors, to deliver his people from their 
oppreſſions, and give them the freedom of their aſ- 

ſemblies, and of obſerving God's inſtitutions in purity, 

When be pours out a ſpirit of reformation on 

all ranks and degrees, ſo that people generally turn 
to the Lord, prize ordinances, prayer, . wor- 
ſhip, and appear againſt vice. 

4. When God pours, out his spirit on the Aken 
blies of his people, ſo that the preaching of the 
goſpel is attended with life, power and ſucceſs, to 
| = melting of hearts, and converting ſouls. 
8. When he diſcovers a Redeemer to a laſt ſink- 

ing ſoul; When a poor ſelf : condemned finner, that 
was at his wit's- end, gets a fight of the poſſibility of 

AKalxation through the ſatisſaction of Chriſt. 
6. When he ſets forth Chriſt crucified before our 
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wiſdom, juſtice, love and goodneſs of God to fin- 
ners in a moſt hvely manner, 

7. When he returns and makes his people's ſky © 
break after a long night of deſertion; when he 
makes light to ariſe and ſhine to them that were in 
darkneſs, and opens the door of his Fn cham + 
ber. 

8. When he gives them whe victory over Satan! 's 
temptations and aſſaults, after long Tufferings and 
conflicts, and ſpeaks to them as to Paul, 2 Cor. xii. 


9. My grace is fufficient for thee ; for my Arengtb is 


made perfect in weakneſs. 
9. When he meets with them in ordinances, looſes 


their bonds, frees them from their ſtraitnings in du- 
ty, and enlarges their hearts in prayer, and enables 
them to pour forth their M4 and eee 
before the Lord. ; 
10. When he comes with a return to their 


ers; particularly, 1. By lifting on them the lebe X 4 


his countenance; -or, 2, By grving them a view of 


their covenant refacion to God; a well grounded Fo 


hope of heaven; and new ſtrength to grapple with 
ſin, perform duties, and bear trials. 
11. When he comes and gives a glorious diſcove- 
ry of his greatneſs and majeſty, ſo as to fill them with 
awful fear and reverence of God, and makes them 
cry, Lord what is man, that thou art mindful. of 
him? O the unipeakable diſtance that is between 
God and us! God i is gforrous, and the creature is 
nothing. 
12. When he comes and gives che ſoul a glorious 
diſcovery of the holineſs and purity of God, in his 
nature, his law and his works, as he did to Job, 
making him cry, Behold I am vile; and to Haiah, 
Wo is ne, for I am e becauſe Tam a man of 
unclean lips. 

13. When he gives a glorious diſcovery of the 
goodneſs and mercy of God, particularly in theſe 

F f mn 
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inftances, 1. The glorious contrivance of our re- 
demption, by ſending Chriſt to ſave us. 2. In par- 
doning guilty ſinners ſo many crimes, and makin 
them cry, as Micah vii. 18. Whs is a God like unto 
thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and paſjeth by the tranſ- 
' greſſion of the remnant of his Rn ? be retaineth 
not his anger for ever, becauſe he delighteth in mercy, 
. In taking rebellious traitors and enemies to God, 
to be children of God, and favourites of heaven. 
4. In exalting them above angels that never ſinned, 
and providing glorious manſions for them. 

14. When he comes in the ordinances, and quic- 
kens the dead and languiſhing graces of his people; 
as, 1. When he melts their bard hearts into the ex- 
erciſe of repentance and mourning for fin, 2. When 
he comes and actuates their faith, enables the weak 
finner to go out to Chriſt, caſt his ſoul and lay his 
burden on him, and wholly to look to him, and lean 


on him far pardon and ſalvation. 3. When he 


comes and makes their hearts burn with love to 
himſelf, and to precious Chriſt the Mediator, while 
he talks to them and opens up the ſcriptures. 4. When 
he draws out the deſires and pantings of the ſoul to- 
wards himſelf, 5. When he, quickens the ſpirit of 
prayer, and elevates the heart for praiſe, and en- 
ables · the ſoul for every duty. 

II. As to the ſecond head, wherein this prepara- 
tion and ſanctifying of the heart for waiting on God 
zn ordinances, doth lye. Firſt, It ſuppoſes, 1. That 

we are naturally unfit and unprepared for approach- 
ing to God. 2. It ſuppoſes a work of God's grace 
and Spirit on the heart; he only fits the ſoul for 
ſpiritual things. It is God that avorteth in us both to 
avill and to do of his good pleaſure. The preparation 
of the heart in man, and the anſwer 27 the fongue 16 
from the Lord, Prov. xvi. 1. | 

Secondly, It directly imports theſe things; 1. 
The ſoul's being in a gracious ſtate, tranſlated from 

nature 


1 
nature to graee by the Spirit of God, and chat the 1 
ſoul is reconciled to God by the blood of Chrift, and 
2 work of ſanctification begun; without chis we can- 
not be accepted. 

2 lt lies in bringing our hearts with us, ad en- 
gaging all the powers aad faculties of our ſouls to 
attend God in duty, Pſalm Ixxxvi. 11. Unite ny 
beart to fear thy name; and, Pſalm cxix, 10. With 
my whole heart have 1 Sought thee. | 

It hes in our having right thoughts and optak- 
ings of that gracious God whom we approach to; 
1. That we believe that God i is, and is a Rewarder | 
of them that diligently ſeek him, 2. That he is 
incomprehenſibly great and glorious, fills the hea- 
vens and earth with his preſence, and that greatfear 
and reverence is due to him, 3. That he is glorious 
in holineſs, and 2 purer eyes than that he can be- 
hold iniquity. 4 That he is ſpotleſs in juſtice, and 
will by no means clear the guilty, 5. That he is 
omnipotent in power, for protecting his people, and 
deſtroying his enemies. 6. That he is matchleſs in 
clemency and mercy, eaſy to be intreated, and rea- 
dy to forgive through Chriſt. . That he is faithful, 
and keeps covenant for ever.. 
4. It lies in having humble and low thoughts of 
ourſelves, as unworthy to. approach to God, or re- 
ceive any token of his favour. The ſoul that is ſanc- 
tified and prepared for approaching to God, hath a 
deep ſenſe of former fins and miſcarriages, wonders 
at God's patience, that the earth has not opened its 
mouth to ſwallow it up e're now. : 
F. It lies in cleanſing and purifying ourſelves, by 
fearching for and throwing out all theſe fins and e- 
vils that unfit us for converſe with God. If we would 
have God to accept us, we muit regard no iniquity 
in our our hearts ; particularly, 1. We muſt caſt out 
pride and ſelf conceit. If we have a good opinion 
of — our duties and performances, God wil _ 
FE 2 not 
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not accept us, we muſt count all but lofs and dung 
for Chriſt. 2. Worldhneſs, and thoughts about 
earthly things. 3. Unbelief and donbtings con- 
cerning the truths of God. 4. Malice and revenge 
5: Vain and wandring thoughts, and ſeek to have 
dur hearts fixed, Pfal. vi. | | 
- 6. It lies in our retiredneſs and abſtractedneſs from 
he world. and earthly thoughts. In the temple, 
for as much fleſh as was uſed there for the ſacrifice, 
not one fly was feen ſtirring; which teacheth us to 
drive away the flies of worldly thoughts in God's 
preſence, that they do not ſpoil nor corrupt the ſa- 
crifice, as that grievous ſwarm of flies did every 
thing in the land of Egypt, Exod. viii. 24. Po as 
Abraham, when he went to approach God and do 
ſacrifice on mount Moriah, Gen. xxü. 4, 5. When 
he ſaw the place afar off, be ſaid to his young men, 
abide. you here with the aſi, and JI and the lad will 
gy yonder and worſhip. He knew that if they had 
gone along with him, they would ſo diſtract him with 
their clamour, that he could not offer facrifice with 
that freedom and tranquility of ſpirit requiſſte. 
F. It lies mexamining che principles from which you 
act, and ends to which you move in duty. The 
principles muſt be faith and love; the belief of 
God's command, and the love of Chriſt, muſt con- 
itrain you to duty. Your ends mult be to glority 
God and enjoy him; not as the Pharitees, to be ſeen 
of men; not legal ends, to get a reward. Selfiſh 
and legal ends are as a dead fly to fpoil the oinc- 
ment, and make duties unfavoury to God. O for 
right principles, pure and ſpiricual ends! | 

8. It confifts in labouring to get the heart in a 
ſuitable frame for converſe with God; as, 1. Ina 
humble and ſelf denied frame. 2. In a ſpiritual and 
heavenly frame. 3. In à fixed and ſtayed frame, 
calling in all ſtraying and wandring thoughts, breath- 
ing out that prayer, Pſal. Rxxvi. 11. 4. In a lov- 
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as 
ing and affectionate frame; for God is love, and 
love is the cement between God and the ſoul in 


duty. 5. In a cautions and watching frame; 


guarding always againſt every thing that may creep 
in, to indiſpoſe you for communion with God, and 
mar your acceſs to him. 6. In an active and lively 
frame; all the ſpices ſhould flow out, all the gra- 
ces ſhould be in exerciſe. 

7. It lies in weakening our ſouls which are natu- 
rally dull and drowſy, to activity and livelineſs in 
duty, as David, Pſal. lvii. 8, Aale up my glory, 
awake pſaltery and harp :. 1 myſelf will awake early. 
Pſal. ci. 1. Bleſs the Lord, O my foul; and all that 
is within me bleſs bis holy name. Be ſtirred up all 
that is within me; there mult be a * up our 
ſouls to take hold of God, Iſa. Ixiv. 7. Put forth 
your ſpiritual ſtrength: to the utmoſt; pray with 
the moſt fervent importunity; praiſe with ſpiritual 
elevation of heart; love God with the moſt ſublime 


_ atfections, and do. all in ſome. proportion to the 


greatneſs of that God with whom you have to dog 


as Plal, cl. 2. Praiſe bim according to bis een 


greatnefs., — 
10 lt lies in our earneſt prayers to God to ſanctify 


us; for we muſt put it back on him, and pray for 
the ſanctifying inffuences of his Spirit, for the ſubduing 
of ſin, quickning grace, and e holineſd in 
the fear of God. | 

III. As to the third TR the properties. of this 
preparation; 1. It mult be timeous preparation. The 
Jews took time to prepare for approaching God in 


the paſſover, they had the Lamb four days before in 
their houſes, tied to their bed- poſts, that hearing. 


conſtantly its bleating, they might look back to E- 


gypt, and remember the ſorrows and bondage they 


endured there, and be thankful for their redemption ;. 


and eſpecially for their deliverance from the deſtroy- 
ing, bangs! that nighe he paſſed over their. houſes,. 
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4 which were ſprinkled with the blood of the Lamb; 
and that they might look forward to the Meſſiah, 
and remember the bitter agonies and ſufferings he 
was to endure for their ſins, 

2. Inward preparation. It muſt ly mainly in the 
heart; a grave decent carriage is needful indeed, 
dut God looks to more than we outward eee | 
even to the heart. | 

3. Conſcientious preparation, * all as in che 
fight of God, before whom all things are naked and 
bare. study to have ſingle ends and aims, to glo- 
rify God, and obey our Lord and Saviour's call. 

4. Diligent preparation, not dealing with a ſlack 
hand, but apph ing your ſouls with the greateſt acti- 
vity to the work in hand, . that your fal- 
vation depends on it. 

5. Humble and felf denied preparation, ruſting i in 
nothing in yourſelves, but in Chriſt; depending on 
God that he would fit and prepare your hearts, and 
| 1 for Chriſt's ſake. 

6. Univerſal preparation, be mindful of all the 
parts of it, eſpecially of examining yourſelves with 
reſpe& to your ſtate, your fins, your wants, your 
knowlege, faith, repentance, love and new 0- 
bedience. 

IV. As to the fourth head, The neceſſity of chis 
preparation; 1. Becauſe of the falſeneſs, ſſuggiſlmeſs 
and deceitfulneſs of our hearts; they love to wander 

from God, and are bent to backflide in duty, as the 
wiſe man ſays, Eccleſ. x. 10. If the iron be blunt, and 
he do net whet the edge, then muſt he put to more ſtrength. 

Labour to heat the iron, ſeeing a blunt iron, if hot, 

will pierce more eaſily than a ſharper, if cold. Warm 
your hearts with the love and ſufferings of Chriſt. 

2. Becauſe it is the heart God mainly feeks in du- 
ty, Prov. xxiii. 26. My fon give me thine heart; he 
fays as Joſeph concerning Benjamin, except your 
brother le with you, I will not fee your face. =D 
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| _ be not brought to him, there can be no ac- 


"mg | 
3. Becauſe God is well pleaſed with them that do 
fo, 5 with Jehoſhaphat, 2 Chron, xix. 3. Nevertheleſs. 


there are good things found in thee, that thou haſt ta- 


hen away the groves out of the land, and haſt prepar- 
ed thine heart to ſeek God, And he is highly diſpleaſ- 
ed with theſe that do it not, as with Rehoboam, 


2 Chron. xii.-14. And be did evil, becauſe he en | 


ed not his heart to feek God. 7 

4. Becauſe God, whow 1 we approach to, is an in- 

knitely holy and pure Spirit, and will be e 
in Spirit and in truth. | 461 


IMPROVEMEN T. 


Inference. I. See hence the cauſe why ſo few get 
diſcoveries of God's glory, and wonders of mer 
in the ordinance, but meet with a hiding God, they 
do not ſanctify themſelves, and pare, their hearts 
in a ſuitable manner, 

1. Uſe of reproof to ſeverals; 1. To theſe who 


approach God under the power of wandring and ro- 


ving thoughts, their minds are not fixed, ſanctified 
and prepared, 2. To theſe whofe minds are going 
after their covetouſneſs, when their bodies only are 
preſented before God. 3. To theſe who are Wer: 
tical and formal in their approaches to God. 4. To 
thoſe whoſe hearts are dull and drowſy in God's 
ſervice. : „ 
III. C. of trial, It concerns you upon this oc- 

caſion to examine if your hearts be ſanctified aud pre- 
pared for approaching God to morrow. It is high- 
ly neceſſary now to examine your fouls, Ler a man 
examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat. I fear there are 
many unſanctified and unprepared hearts among us. 
And in order to aſſiſt you therein, I ſhall give ſome 
* both n and poſitively. 
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4 


rr 


"Ea. ] 
I. Negatively, marks of unſanctified hearts. 1. 
{| The ignorant heart that knows not Chriit, nor has 
i" any uptaking of the way of falvation through his 
righteouſneſs, Such are unprepared, and incapable of 
: gracious communion with God. See hgw the pro- 
miſe runs, Jer. xxiv. [vill give them an heart to | 
know me, that I am the Lard, and they ſhall be my. 
people, and I will be their God; for they ſhall return 
unte me with their whole heart. 2. The  unbelieving 
heart 1s unprepared. 3. The. impenitent heart, 
4. The heart that harbours Chriſt's enemy. 
The heart that hath no. love to Chriſt. 6. No love 
to the friends of Chriſt, 7. No hungring and thirſt- 
ing after Chriſt and his rightecuſneſs. 8. That hath: 
ſlight thoughts of his —— 9. Indifference 
about the ſucceſs of the ordinances. 10. That re- 
ſiſts the motions of, the Spirit. 11. The heart that 
is drowſy, and at no pains to waken itſelf. 12. That 
is a ſtranger to itſelf, and to ſelf- examination. Such 
| hearts are 2 unſanRtified and unprepared for approach» 
to God to-morrow... , 
II. Poſitive marks of hearts in ome meaſure ſanc- 
tified and prepared. 1. Hearts ſenſible of their de- 
pravity and ſinfulneſs. 2. That are ſenfible of their 
need of Chriſt. 3. Hearts filled with revenge a- 
gainſt ſin. 4. That are humble and lowly. 5. 
Hearts troubled. for heart plagues and fins. 6; 
Hearts that conſent to the well ordered covenant in 
- All its articles. 7. Hearts that aim at communion 
and ellowſhip with God in every duty. 8. Hearts 
that hold on in cloſe. purſuit after Chriſt, notwith- 
ſtanding diſcouragements and diſappointments, as 
Mary Magdalane, Who would not leave the ſepulchre, 
Shen others left it. 9. Hearts that are unſatisfied 
with the beſt means and ordinances, if God be not 
| _ found i in them. 10. Hearts that are applying them- 
ſelves to every duty, in Chriſt's ſtrength, ſaying, 


without Chriſt I can do — 11. Hearts that 
are 


\ 
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are wouklas when they drive heavily in duty, and are 
weary of their remiſſneſs. 12, Hearts tender of the 
peace of God, afraid of ſin, and grieving the Spirit. 
13. Hearts concerned about the ſucceſs of this ordi- 
nance, both with reſpect to themſelves and others. 
14. Hearts concerned for want of ſufficient prepara» 
tion, praying with Hezekiah, for pardon and. ac- 
ceptance, though not den,, to the puri- 


cation of the ſanctuary, 2 Chron, xxx. 18, 19. 


IV. Uſe of exhortation. O communicants, fanctify 
yourſelves. againſt to-morrow, that the Lord may 
come down and do wonders ainong you, wonders 
of mercy for your ſouls, | 

Motives, 1. 8 that the near approach you 
are to make to God at his table to-morrow, is the 
neareſt approach you can poſſibly make on this fide 
of death. Conſider what preparation God required 


of the Iſraelites for receiving the fiery law at mount 


Sinai, Exod, xix, IO, II. Gad commanded them ta. 


fanetify themſelves, waſh their cloaths, and be rea- 
dy againſt the third day, for upon that day the Lord 
would come down. upon maunt Sinai, in fight of all 
the people, What awful fear and trembling do 


you imagine was there among them, when God.came 


down in a thick cloud, when the trumpet began ta 
ſound, the thunder to crack, the mountain to finoke, 
and the earth to tremble under the weight of the 
great God deſcending on it.— Well, yau ſhould be 
under the ſame awe of God in this ſolemn ordinance 
as they were, It is, true, he comes not down with 
ſuch terror, to give a fiery law as on mount Sinai, 
but to deliver the goſpel of peace from mount Zion. 
But mind, it is the ſame God that ſpeaks, hath the 


fame majeſty, the ſame authority; and therefore your 


{ould prepare as carefully, and be as humble before 
him, as the Iſraelites were. Were God to come 
down among you to-morrow in terrible majeſty, 


thould a thick choad fill this houſe, and lightening 
break 


\ 
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break out and ſhould you hear the thunder of his 
voice, 1 am the Lord, thou ſhalt have no other gods be- 
fore me, certainly ſuch a dreadful glory would make 
your hearts tremble within you, and the earth trem- 
ble beneath you. Well then, God is come down as 
really among you as among the Ilraelites, hear him 
with the ſame reverence, and be as intent upon ado- 
ration as they were. Let not his gracious and fami- 
liar way of condeſcending to deal with you, tempt 
you to come with leſs preparation and reverence. _ 
II. Conſider the nature of that God you are to ap- 
proach to. 1. A great and mighty God, Pſal. Ixxxix. 
7, 8. God is greatly to be-feared in the aſſembly of the 
ſaints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are 
about him. O Lord, God of hoſts, who is a ſtrong 
Lord like unto thee, or to thy faithfulneſs round about 
thee ? Would we feaſt with a great King with filthy 
hands and garments? Joſeph-prepared himſelf, by 
ſhaving himſelf and changing his raiment, before he 
went in to Pharaoh; and wilt thou not prepare thyſelf, 
by putting thy ſoul in the holieſt dreſs and humbleſt 
poſture, when thou art to go to the King of heaven and 
earth? 2. He is a jealous and omniſcient God, moſt 
jealous of his honour, and will come in to ſee the 
gueſts, Mat. xxii. 11. and then he will ſpy every un- 
prepared and unſanctified gueſt; he notices the ſtate 
of your ſouls, the frame of your hearts, the ends of 
your communicating, and your preparation before 
hand. O then ſanctify yourſelves, before you come to 
the feaſt. 3. He is a pure and holy God; he cannot 
hold communion with unholy perſons. he will be 
ſanctified in them that come nigh him, Lev. x. 3. he 
will be attended as a holy God, in a holy manner. 
Did a holy angel ſet tryſt with you at a certain 
place, againſt ſuch an hour, would you not prepare 
with all ſeriouſneſs and ſolemnity to attend him? 
Oh ! but it ische God of angels that tryſts with * 
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here, even the God before whom the angels adore, 
and cover their faces and feet with their wings, and 
cry, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty. If the linen 
on the communion table, or veſlels that hold the 
elements were foul, ye would be ready to exclaim a- 
gainſt it; and no doubt there ought to be obſerved an 
outward decency | in this reſpect; Chriſt would have 
the very room in good order where he was to eat 
the paſſover. But O it is a ſmall crime to have a 
foul "ck or veſſel for outward elements, in reſpect 
of what it is to have a foul heart, or an unprepared 
ſoul to entertain a holy God, and receive the body 
and blood of Chriſt, 

3. Conſider that God's people uſed cho great 
preparation before ſolemn approaching to God, Gen, 
\ XXXV, 1,—5.. Where we ſee how ſolemnly Jacob 
prepared himſelf and his family, when by God's 
command he was going up to Bethel to ſacrifice unto 
the Lord. They change their garments, waſh and 
make themſelves clean, and put away their ſtrange 
gods.” How much more ought we to prepare, when 
we go not only to Bethel, God's houſe, but to God's 
table, by changing our garments of ſin, and put- 
ting on Chriſt's righteouſneſs by faith, and putting 
away and mortifying our luſts and idols of jealouſy? 
MWe ſee alſo the Pſalmiſt's preparation for approach | 
ing to God, Pſal. xxvi. 6. I will waſh my hands in 
innocency, ſo will I compaſs thine altar, O Lord, The 
Jews had great preparation for the paſſover, and ſo 
ſhould we for the Lord's ſupper that is come in its 
room. Wherefore we find the primitive Chriſtians 
| uſed to fit up whole nights at prayer before the 
Lord's ſupper, which they called vigijʒỹ x. 
- 4+ Conſider that the matter of this ſacrament re- 
quires ſolemn preparation. Solomon directs us, when 
We are to eat with a ruler, to conſider what is ſet 
before us, Prov. xxiii. 1. There are here the ſym- 


bols of Chriſt's * and blood, rare food ! It is a 
great 


— 
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t ſm to abuſe common meat and drink, or ts 
partake of theſe without ſome fertous thought be- 
fore hand. We would have veſſels clean to hold 
our ordinary food; but here is ſoul- food, heaven's 
dainties, the jewel of heaven. Chriſt's body in the 
_ facrament muſt be wrapt in a clean foul, as well as 
his body by Joſeph of Arimathea was vwrapt m clean 
linen, and laid in a new tomb. 
5. The duties to be performed at the Lord's ta- 
— 1 preparation, viz. Covenanting with God, 
1 Fu baptiſmal vow, expreſſing our love to 
ing on a broken Chriſt. 

I You are naturally unfit for this ordinance ; 
naturally you have neither habitual nor actual pre- 
paration, being dead in fins and treſpaſſes, leprous, 
lothſome, carnal, and earthly minded. Where- 
fore we muſt be quickened and purified, before we 
can hold communion with a holy God. 

7. Becauſe communion with God would be alto- 
gether difagreeable to an unſanctified ſou], he would 
weary of it, ” at take no pleaſure in it. 

8. Becauſe of the great advantage of this prepa- 
ration, God will come to-morrow, and work wonders 
of mercy for ſuch as ſincerely aim at preparation, 
O then ſanctify yourſelves. Due/?, What are theſe 
wonders of mercy? Anfw. 1. He will raiſe dead 
ſouls out of the grave, and put life in them. 2. He 
will warm cold hearts, and put ſpiritual heat in 
them. 3. He will ſoften hard rocky hearts, and 
make them tender and ſenſible. 4. He will cleave 
the rock and make waters guih out of it, the wa- 
ters of penitential tears. 5. He will cure the pa- 
ralytic trembling hand, that could hardly be ſtretch- 
ed out, or grip to any thing. He will enable the 
weak ſoul to grip faſt to Chriſt, and ſubſcribe his 
name to the marriage contract. 6. He will ſtrength- 
en the feeble knees and lame feet, and make the 


foul to run in the way of his commandments with 
enlarged 


5 L 335 1, | 
enfarged heart. 7. He will il iro ng Goliahs 21 
luſts, that defied the armies of the.God of. Iſrael, 8. 
He will fix a wandring heart, and fix 1t on God. and 
things above. 9 He will heal a wounded conſcience 
by the balm: of Gilead. 10. He will brighten a dark 
loudy mind, and reſolve all the doubts and fears 
of a believer, 1 L.. He will give a fi ht of the ng 
in his beauty, a view of the ſmiles o Chriſt's lovely, 
face. 12. He will give a ſeal of the pardon of all 
your ſins. 13. He will give. a Piſgah View of Ca- 
naan, a ſight t of the promiſed land. 214 He. will 


fealt the 4 0 de and fill them with the dainties, 


S&#IJ*,4 4S 
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is to pray, 25 reater is his return Non CO ' 
Plal. X. 1 7 Thou wilt prepare their hearts, thou, 
wilt caufe thine ear to hear. So it may be ſaid in the 
caſe of receiving, thou wilt. prepare the heart, thou 
wilt cauſe thine hand to give. When God Prepares 
 a'mahy's heart for” duty, it is a token he hath a 
hand prepared for mercy. Hence the Lord makes 
that gracious promiſe, Pſal. Ixxxi 10. Open iy 
mouth Wide, and I will } fill it. 7 d. will enlarge my 
hand, as you i enlarge your heart. He faith, as Jos” 
ſeph to his ſteward, Gen. xIiv. 1. E ill the mens ſacks 
as much as they can carry. So as Joſeph's brethren. 
prepared facks 1 in number and largeneſs, ſo did they 
carry corn away: and as you bring prepared hearts 
to the oydinane 5 ſo ſhall you reap benefit thereby. 
9 Becauſt Nef the great danger in coming unpre- 
pared. 7 you do not Aanclify and prepare yourſelves, 
God will come and do * of judgment, won- 


G g ders 


\ 


on 20 3 
ders of wrath, among you. 1. He may inflict bo- 
= dily diſeaſes, as 1 Cor. xi. 30. 2. He may ſend un- 
þ | timely death, 3. He may ſmite with deſertion 
from God. 4. He may ſend darkneſs on the mind. 5, 
Hie may finite with deadneſs and impenitency on the 
heart, 6. With decaying and withering on the 
gifts and graces. 7. He may ſend leanneſs and 
barrenneſs on the ſoul. 8. He may ſmite with for- 
mality and lifeleſneſs in duty. 9. With ſearedneſs 
on the conſcience, ſo as it ſhall challenge for no ſin. 
10. He may ſend horror and terror on the . 
ence, ſo as to make it a Magor-Miſſabib. 7 
may let Satan looſe againſt you with geh sons, 
atheiſtical and blaſphemous thoughts, 1 2. He may 
ſend you to hell from the communion table, as 
Matth. xxii. 12, 13. And he ſaith unto him, friend, 
how cameſt thou in hither not having a wedding-gar- 
ment? And he was ſpeechleſs. Then ſaid the king to 
the ſervants,' bind him hand and foot, and tate him 
away, and caſt him into outer darkneſs, | 
| ' Oueſt. How ſhall 1 get my heart ſanctified and 
| prepared, ſo as I may expect the Lord will come and 
do wonders of grace for me to morrow. Anſ. 
There is a twofold preparation, habitual and actual; 
you muſt ſtudy both, and habitual preparation in the 
firſt place. Peſt. What is habitual preparation? Anſ. 
It hath ſeveral ingredients in it. 1. A covenant- 
relation to God in Chriſt, 2. A principle of ſpiritual 
life. 3. A Rate of peace with God, 4. The im- 
putation of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, 5. An univerſal 
change by regenerating grace. 6, The inhabitation 
of the Spirit, 7. A holy converſation, 8, The 
Lamp of a profeſſion, Quęſt. 2. What is actual 
preparation for the Lord's ſupper? Anſ. 1. Seque- 
ſtrating ourſelves from the world. 2. Self. examina- 
tion. 3. Humiliation for fin, 4. Rene wing of our 
perſonal covenant with God in Chriſt. 5. Reforma- 
Gon of ere is amiſs. 6. Exciting of all the graces 


to 
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to a lively exerciſe. 7. Meditation on the death 
and ſufferings of Chriſt, 8, Earneſt prayer to God 
for preparation and aſſiſtance in the Work. And 
after your utmoſt preparation, you muſt lay no 
ſtreſs thereon, but caſt ourſelf . olly on Chriſt for 
aſſiſtance, faying, It is only in the, Lord 4 have righte- 
ouſneſs and trengtb. We 5ught to be denied to 
ourſelves, and to Jook with Dibid to the Lord both 
for aſſiſtance and acceptance, Pfal. Ixxi. 16. I avill 
go in the ftrength of the Lord, I will male mention 
of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only. You- ought 
to imitate king Aſa, Who; though he had a, great ar- 
my to fight againſt the Ethiopians, yet cxied to the 
Lord, and truſted in him alone for help., as you 
have it recorded, 2 Chron: xiv. 11. And a cried 
unto the Lord his God, and ſaid, Lord,. Mt ir nothing 
with thee to help, woether with 7, many, ar - avith them 
that have 710 power : help 5, O Lord our God; fer 
abe reſt on thee, and in Thy, name go out againſt this 
multitude, So let every communicant ſaß, 4 Lord 
all my ſtrength and preparations are nought, I 
e have no power for celebrating this feaſt, help me, 
* wo. Lord my God, for I reſt on thee, and in thy name 
go to this great and weighty ordinance.” | And 
700 come forward to-morrow in this ſelf- denied 
and ſanctified frame, you have ground to expect 
; that the Lord will do- wonders of Brace We, marry, 
for you. 1 1 A 
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ACTION, SERMON, 


1 From Canticles 18 ; 
1 1 me to tha banquet 1728 houſe, and hich banner 
4 ove over me was love. 


\HE whole of this ſong is an allegorical deep | 
tion of the myſterious union and communion 
A; G g 2 " 2 


* 
betwixt Chriſt and his church, under the * of 
4 bridegroom and bride, which is à frequent meta- 
7 

hor made ule of f in ſcri ture. The forty fifth pialm 
2 An Abridgr ent of is ſong. In this chapter 
Obrist and e chureh ſeem t to ſtrive, WhO {hall out- 


vie each dec in Their commendations. Chriſt firit 


commends the church, and chen the church extols 

Chriſt” She compares him to he ble tree among 

— 5 the « o, Verſe 2 Chriſt is a fruit 
rin retz; put the children of men are 


trees. Io © but his ſhadow 1 is refreſhi nd Ne 


fruit ſweet. to 4 believer. Byt as if. 
and fruits of an app dle tree were too low a Je 
to ſet” forth his excellency 3 and goodne "ar us 
"the « ent tainment be; gives Bet in  banqueting 
n 1 2 text. ug 
we have, A, : The place 1155 the ſpouſe 


22 180 ught to, the bang AE houſe, or houſe of 


wine, 75 e, of feaſting a wine is a Yincipal 
part of Feaſts ; by Which we re yo underſtand the 
Yder, or Means, whereby Chr rap anxeys his or Fen 
and bleſſings - to behevers; and there js none gf all 
- 1 rp tie of the gg 19 may be Bae 175 
the bangueting 61 hes h in houſe, than 25 2 
8 an fu per, v which 1 great goſpel [pt 
Fherewith | Chriſt entertains 5 pephple 
ordinances are called his Bang gering haz Freie 
of the great plenty, variety and ric Ky 
ſings he thereby communicates to his br ra * 
2. We have the Perſon that 2 * her into this 


banqueti bquſe, and that i is Chriſt, Hy brougbt ue: 
hid fie 1. Our want of kee theſe bleſ- 


lings, of ourſelves, All 4 right is in Chriſt, 4 Our 


impotency to come to'the feaſting oule; he. muſt 


both give us ſtrength and Prepurdsen of ſau}. 3. 
The freeneſs of his grace in me theſe 1 - 


1 3 1 1 
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3. The manner how ſhe is brou ght 1 in, and that is 
under a banner, ſtandard or enſign. It is a milita- 
ry rod; banners or enſigns are uſed in camps and 
armies, Pſal. xx. 5. We will rejoice in ihy ſalvation, 
and in the name of. our God will ſet up cur banners. 
Her march or entry into this feaſting houſe was joy- 
ful and triumphant, fuch as that of people under a 
diſplayed banner? or colours lifted up. Colours are 
uſeful to draw, invite, engage, and lead people after 
their Captain; and the lifting up and diſplaying of 
colours is a ſign to invite and direct thoſe'of ſuch a 
party or fide, to come to ſuch a place, or march 


ſuch a way. Now, what is the device or motto of 


Chriſt's banner; not like thoſe of other generals, a 
| lion, an eagle, Oc. but Love, The love of a 
crucified. Jeſus is like a banner lifted up and diſplayed 
in the goſpel for inviting and engaging ſinners to 


come to hin. Love is the banner that Chriſt lifts 


up and diſplays this day, to engage you to come to 
him, and liſt yourſelves under his banner. Love is 


that which leads to the banqueting houſe, and fur- | | 


nithes proviſion and entertainment for us there, 


Obſerve 4, That Chriſt has rich feaſts in the ordis 


nances for entertaining his people's ſouls. 


II. That the banner which Chriſt diſplays for | 


drawing us to him, is love. 
As to the firſt, I ſhall ſhew, x. That Chriſt in hi 


ordinances doth provide feaſts for his people's ſouls. ' 
2. That the Lord's ſupper in particular is one princi- 


pal feaſt that he prepares for them. 3. Why he 
prepares ſuch a feaſt. 4. Shall apply. 

As to the firſt, it is evident, 1. From God's pro- 
miſe to his people, Pſat. xxxiv. 8. They /hall be a- 


bundantly ſatisfied with the fatneſs of thy houſe; and 


thou ſhalt make them drink of the river of thy pleaſures. 

Iſaiah. xxv. 6. And in this Mountain ſhall the Lord 
of hoſts make unto all people, a feaſt of fat things, 
a fea of wines on the lees of fat things full of 


G g 3 Marrow, 


— 


| 
| 
| 
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anarraw, * wines on tlie lees well refined; This 
promiſe is concerning the goſpel times. From 


" Pray. ix. 2. where: Wiſdom, i. e. Chriſt, is ſats to 


have kiH{ad her. beaſts, mingled her wine, and fur- 
niſbed ber table. And, to name no more, from 


Luke xw. where the Father 3 RT the 0d l 


for his penitent prodigal. 
2. From the experience of God's prople,. as of 


David, Pſal. iv. 6. Ixiy, 5. and liv. 4, and particu» 


rh from the experience of the church in the tart 
God's people can ſet to their ſeal to this truth. 
As to. the ſecond head, that the Lord's ſupper 


is one principal feaſt, which the Lord prepares for 


his people. Wherefare it is called % table of the 
Tord, 1 Cov. x. 21. It is called 4 feaſt onthe ſacrifice 
of Chriſt, 1 Cor. v. 7, 8. a wedding feaſt, Matth. 
Xxii. 4. In theſe places the Lord's ſupper is principal- 
y pointed at.— 1 ſhall here ſhew wherein the Lord's 
Zapper reſembles a ſeaſt; yea, it is not an ordinary 
&aſt, it is a rich, reyal and magnificent feaſt. 

1. At a feaſt there is rich and noble proviſſon. Sq 
here there is more than bread and wine, even the 
body and blood of Chriſt, My feſh is meat indeed, 
and my blood is drink indeed; John vi. 55. What 
bread and wine afford to the body, uz. Strength, 
comfort and nouriſhment, the ſame doth the bod 
and blood of Chriſt, received by faith, yield to the 
mul. Here is. ſpiritual food to the hungry foul, 
bread that ſtrengthens man's heart, and wine that 
cheers the fainting ſpirits. Behold here is wiſdom's 


gates, and wildom's feaſt. It is good for us to be 


here, good to wait at her door poſts. Hexe the 
breaſts of conſolation are drawn forth, here we may 
ſack and be ſatisfied. Here the fountain of life, 
and the wells of ſalvation are opened, the ſtone. 
rolled from the well's mouth. Here is the hidden 
manna, angels food, bread from heaven, yea the 
mw of the tree of 288 that grows in —_ 
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of the paradiſe of God. ere is the water of life 
that ſprings from beneath the throne of God and the 
Lamb, clear as chryſtal; if you get but one drop 
of it, it ſhall be an everlaſting ipring in your ſout, 
| fo that you need not thirſt after carnal comforts 20d 
enjoyments. Here are the grapes of Canaan, the 
| fruits that grow in the land of promiſe; yea clu- 
ſters of theſe grapes are at this feaſt, the firſt fruits 
of heaven. ——In a. word, there is at this ſpiritual 

feaſt for the ſoul to feed on, Chriſt crucified, and 
all his benefits and purchaſe : and are there not ma- 
ny diſhes and delicacies here? 
1. Here is pardon of fin ſealed to a 1 0 
is not this a rare feaſt and excellent cheer, Matth. 
ir. 2. Br of good cbeer, thy fins are forgiven thes. 
Here you get Chriſt's blood, which was ſhed for 
many, for the remiſſion of fins, Here we claſp a- 
bout a crucified Chriſt as the great propitiatory fa- 
erifice for our fins, and accept of him as the Lord 
our righteouineſs; and thus we receive the remiſſion 
of fins. Here God faith. to a believer, as Nathan to 
David, 2 Sam. xii. 13. The Lord hath put away thy 
Ans, thou ſhalt not die. Here we hear the voice of 
joy and gladueſs, which hath made many a broken 
bone to rejoice. Is there any thing more ſweet 
than pardon to a condemned man near the place 
of execution? And what can give more joy, than a 
free diſcharge to a ſinner arreſted by juſtice, and 
drawn to hell's door to be caſt into that. priſon for 
debt, out of which there is no redemption. 

2. We have peace and friend{hip with God]; O rare 


diih! not only to be freed of a burden of debt, that 


would have weighed us down to hell; and for which 
millions already have been carried thither, and are 
yoaring under it without hope; but. alſo to be re- 
ceived into ſpecial favour with God: for in this ſa- 
exament a covenant of peace and friendſhip is ſeal- 
od and confirmed. O mult it not be a ſweet * 
0 or 
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for an enemy, a rebel, to be owned as a ſpecial ſa- 
vourite of the King of heaven, ſo that the ſoul may 
ſend a challenge to hell and earth, and bid defiance 
to men and devils, Rom. viii. 33, 34. #ho ſpall lay 
any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
' guſtifieth, who is he that condemneth ? lt is C hrift that 
died, yea rather, that is riſen again, «who is even at 
the right hand of God, who alfo maketh interceſſion 
for us. And you may fay with David, Ptal. iv. 8. 
I will both lay me down in peace, and ſleep : for thou, 
Lord, only makeſt me io devell in ſafety. Come lite, 
come death, I am ſafe; my conſcience is diſburden- 
ed, and I am at eaſe. 
3. Adoption is another of the Giles at this feaſt, 
You are not only made a friend, but a fon and heir; 
and in this ſacrament you get ſeaſine and infeftment 
of the childrens privileges, relation and inheritance, 
And here God faith, I will be a Father to thee; 
and, fon, thou ſhalt be ever with me, and all that 


1 have is thine. Thou ſhalt have my blefling and 


Jove,. the ſmiles of my face, the kiſſes of my mouth, 
and the arms of my grace to ſupport and preſerve 
thee. Thou ſhalt have my Son for thy elder Bro- 
ther, thy Prieſt and Advocate; my angels to be thy 
guards; my providence to be thy protector and 
manager: Thou ſhalt have manna in the wilder- 
neſs, and water out of the rock. Thou ſhalt be 
my heir, and joint heir with my eternal Son and 
Firſt- born. Thou ſhalt have heaven for thy home, 
Chriſt's throne for thy ſeat, and a kingdom for thy 
portion; a honcurable maintenance while here, and 
an incorruptible inheritance hereafter, 

4. Another diſh is peace of conſcience. T his i is 
one of the precious legacies which Chriſt leaves in 
his Teſtament, which is here ſealed, John xiv. 27, 
It is here Chriſt ſpeaks peice to his people and to hrs 
ſaints, here he breathes peace upon them, as in Luke 
Xxiv, 36. Do doubts and fears ariſe within mo 
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that hinders von to believe the good news, as with 
che diſciples; ſo there is that in ci ſacrament which 
may check all theſe fears. Luke xxiv. 38, 39. I 
pre ye troubled, and auly do thoughts ariſe in yaur 


hearts? Bebold my bands and my feet. that it js 4 


meſs handle me and ſee, &c. O but the-prints of 
the nails may calm the Aaubtigg conſcience, and 


quiet thy fears. 
5. Supplies and ſtrength to our weak and decayed 


graces. Here Chriſt' s ſtare -houſe i is opened, and © 


we may get grace for grace out, of his fulneſs; hęre 
ir ſmoaking flax may be kindled i ato a flame, and 
Hal er reed find ſupport; here you may get 


weak faith ſtrengthened, cold love enflamed, weak 


deſire kindled, repentdnce renewed, hope made 
lively, the ſoul fitted and fortified for trials and ſuf- 


ly and prepared for paſſing through the valley of 


adow of death: yea, in a word, you may 
get all your wants ſupplied, all your grievances re- 
dreſſed, and maladies remedied. Here you may get 
a meal that will hoth ſatisfy, and beget a ſtomach, 


to your luſts. It is here the empty foul is 
filled, the Carving creature fed, the poor beggar 


ga % # 


enriched, the hard heart ſoftened, the cold heart 


warmed, the dead ſoul quickned, the paralytick 
hand cured, the blind eye enlightened, the 19 4 


heart ſatisfied, the feeble knees ſtrengthened, the 


ſtraitened heart enlarged, the wandering heart fixed, Z 


the creeping defires elevated, the cloudy ſoul bright- 
ned, and the doubting ſoul reſolved. O are not 
theſe gracious pg bleſſed changes! Here you may 
get ſtrength. againſt your ſtrong luſts and tempta-» 

tions, and furniture for eyery duty, ſo as you map 


pray with enlargement, hear with comfort, praiſe 


with elevation Mind. and nine with 4 How 


8 that will prove liſe to your ſouls, ana 


= > 
6. Here is Chriſt's gracious preſence, and a fight 
ef his countenance ; that is a rare delicate in this 
feaſt, that ſatisfies the foul, Pfal. xvi. ult. In thy 
Preſence is fulneſs of Joy, that was the Pfalmiſt's 
heaven upon earth. lt is here Chriſt trylts with his 
people, here he walks with them and is held by them 
in the galleries; here he viſits them and holds com- 
munion with them, intimates his love, and kiſſes 
them with the kiſſes of his mouth. Here they ſee 
the King in his beauty, here the ſaints have beheld 
the beauty of the Lord, Pal. xxvii. 4. O this is 
worth our while, O let it be our errand this day 
to meet with Chriſt, and ſee his bleſſed face. God's 
people in all ages have placed their Happineſs here, 
Abraham rejoiced in a ſight of Chrift, though afar 
off, at 1900 years diſtance, The wiſe men thou ghr i it 
worth their while, to undertake a long journey from 
the eaſt toſee him, though but new born. Old e. 
deſires to ſee no more on earth, after he gets a fi 
of him, though a child. Zaccheus ran and climbed yy 
a tree to ſee him, though deſpiſed of inen. O now 
he is ſhining in glory, ſhall we not deſire a ſight of 
him? David defred' it as his one thing, Pſal. xxvii. 
though he then wanted his throne and kingdom. 
The ſpouſe ſeeks it as her one thing, Cant. iii. 3. 
Saw ye him whom my foul loveth? O but a fight 
of him would make your face to ſhine, a ſight of 
him in his love, in his dyed garments, A ape | out | 
the wine preſs alone. ; 
J. Another dith is the comfort of his spirit, n 
the clearing up your intereſt in Chriſt and glory, a 
ſight of heaven, and your names written in the 
book of life, ſo that all your fears may be ſcatter- 
ed, objections anſwered, doubts reſolved, and like - 
wife the evidences of your graces cleared up to yon 
ſo that though you doubted before if you had faith. 
yet now you may be enabled to ſay with the poor 
man, Lord, I believe, You MEN before of 0 0 
ove, 
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love, but now you may ſay with Peter, Lord, thou | 
that knoweſ? all things, knoweſt that I love thee, You, 
doubted before of your intereſt in Chriſt, but now 
you can ſay with Thomas, My Lord, and my Cod: 
with Job, [new that my Redeemer liveth ; and with : 
Paul, I know in whom ] have believed. ; 
Thus 1 have ſhewn you ſome of the rich proviſion 
and noble entertainment Prepared 1 in this banquet 
before you: yea, you ſee it is not only rich proviſi- 
on, but there are choice rarities here, hidden manna, 
angels food; yea, not only choice, but plenty and 
variety, food adapted to our ſouls nature and fa- 
culties; food to nouriſh, ſtrengthen, delight and 
refreſh the ſoul, Here is food ſuitable to all the 
fe ulties, light to the mind, peace to the conſci- 
ence, ſatisfaction to the will, and food for all the 
affections. Here love may ſatisfy itſelf in embracing + 
the chief among ten thouſands, Deſire may fry 
itſelf in claſping the defire of all nations, Delight 
may here bathe itſelf in the river of pleaſure, In a 
word, what can the ſoul need but is here? For Chriſt 
is made of God to us wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſancti- 
fication and redemption. Here is precious blood to 
purge away our deep guilt; here is perfect righte- 
ouſneſs to cover our naked ſoul; here are riches, and 
unſearchable riches in Chriſt, righteouſneſs for our 
juſtification, and grace for our ſanctification; here 
all things are given us richly to enjoy; here hope 
may feed on the great and precious promiſes, _ 
2dly, At feaſts there uſed to be lavers for the 
guelts to waſh in,” as at the marriage-feaſt in Cana 
of Galilee, where were ſix water pots ſet for purifi- 
cation, John ii. 6, Doth ſenſe of defilement ſcar 
you from partaking? Behold here is a fountain ope- 
ned,' Zech xiii, 1. O come and waſh in it, that 
ye may be fit to compaſs God's altar, and ſit down 
at his table, l 
34ly; At banquets there uſes to be mirth and 
chentfulng s; ſo Ov when N ſinners firſt 
return 


\ 


— 
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rettirn'ts their Pather, he hath niirth and muſic ta 


entertain them, See Luke xv. 24. The tidings of 
Chriſt's purchaſe, and the promiſes, are the beſt mu- 
ſic and melody iti the world: the news of what 
He hath done and ſuffered,” ought to fill your hearts 
and lips with the high praiſes of God, and thank- 
fol admiration” of Chriſt and redeeming love. 0 
Believers, confider your are not to come like mour- 
ners to a funeral; but like children to your Father's 
feaſt” a royal feat. Iwill bring tbem to my holy 
muuntain, and mate them joyful in my houſe of pray- 
en, ſaith the Lord: So that ye may eat this bread 
wich joy, and drink this wine with a merry heart, 


in hopes of God's accepting you and your facrifice, 


Eeeleſ. ix. 7. 
4thly, Kt feaſts there is the maſter of the feat, 


to bid the gueſts welcome, as ready as the Father to 


welcome the prodigal child. Chriſt is the maſter of 


this feaſt; he ſent forth his ſer vants, to call 
and invite you to the feaſt, and now he is to come 
to che table to bid you welcome, as in Cant. v. 1 
EatO. friends, kink. -yea; drink abundantly, „O beloved. 

"5h, At feaſts there are ſervants to attend the 


here the mĩniſters are Rewards and ſervants 


to — chriſt's gueſts at this feaſt: and their 
work is to direct you to the table, and to give . 


one their portion of meat in due ſeaſon. God grant 
we give not the childrens bread to dogs, and them 


that have no right to it. We know not the heart, 
ye all have profeſſed yourſelves to be children, O do 
net moek God and his ſervants. ä 
Gry! Here is a bleſſing craved by the Maſter of 2 
this feaſt; yea, he has commanded, and will com- 
mand the” bleſſings and nis ſervants are to pray for 
the virtue of that Fiel to this table. 
7thly; At a feaſt there is good company; 
there is rare company at this feaſt. The Kin for 2 fr 
at his table Cant. i. 12. even che * glory. 
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brit himſelf is is there preſent, and the Father alſo; 
for in this feaſt we have fellowſhip 1 the Father. 


and the Son, throus h the holy Spirit, Here the chil--. 
dren of God, yea the e glorious ſaints aboye ſit at this 
table, and ſhare with us in this feaſt. it i is true, 
they fit at the upper end of the table, and we at the. 
lower end. They have better appetites, better 
muſick; they feed on a naked Chriſt, we by ſigus 
and ſymbols; but we have all the fame cheer, 0 
what a great and good company is here . 
read of Belſhazzar that made a feaſt for a thouſand . 
of his Lords, Dan, v. 1. But here is a feaſt for many 
thouſands, yea, to all believers, Jews, and Gentiles, 
an open free feaſt, Iſa. xxv. And we read that. 
Ahaſuerus made a feaſt to all his princes and ſervants, 
which laſted one hundred and eighty days, Eſth. 455 5 
4. But here is a feaſt which laſts to all eternity. 


III. As to the third head, why he prepares fiick” 4 


a feaſt for his people? Aufl. 1. 19 be a ſolemn me- 5 
morial of his love. to finners, in ſuffering and dy- 
ing for them; and this memorial is to be kept up. , 
through all generations till Chriſt's ſecond coming. 
Jult ſo the paſſover was a commemorating feaſt to 
the Ifraelites of their protection and deliverance from. : 
ö the bondage of Egypt. 

2. To diſcover his infinite riches and goodneſs to 
poor ſinners. So Ahaſuerus Eſther i i. 2» 4» Rader, 
a feaſt to all bis princes and ſervants, to Jhew them the. 
riches of his excellent Majeſty. 

3. To expreſs the j joy and ſatisfaction he hath, in_ 
the believer's coming to him. The Father of the 2 
prodigal evidenced his joy for the return of his N 
Son Fes aba dead and noa alive, loft and Hund " x4 
by a feaſt and muſick. O believers this is the day 


> 


of the gladneſs of Chriſt's heart; glad i ie he to ſee. , 


his prodigals returning, and this fealt is the welcome 
home 


bd f 
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Y To expreſs His love to belle ers, and that 1 
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erer of his Tore to 8 5 

* Jelly 2 ratify. a and confirin tlie een 
Got and us. ft was uſual in the eaſtern countries 
to tatlty cbnttacks and covenants by eating and 
dtinking tos oge ether. $0 it was in the covenant made. 
betweef\ Tfaac and Abimelech, Tee Gen. xxvi. 28, 301 ; 
An ſb it was a federal rite between Laban : and, J A 5 
cob, Gen xxxi. 46. between the liraelites and 
onites, Jothva ! iK. 14. between Dayid and Abet 2 
Sam. iii. 26, Conſider then, this is a covenanting . 
feaſt, here a folemn bargain - between God.: i: 
is ſealed and ratified, ; What is the bargain ? See # 
tlie tenor of the covenant, Acts xvi, 3ult.. ht 
litve an the Lord Fefur C briſt, and thou: Huli be fave, 
Here we Ste to believe, 1 23 Chriſt, and brill | 
engäges to ſave us. my God proales to be to 
us a God, and we promiſe to be to him. a people. 
Here God promiſes and. ſeals the benefits of - 
the covenarit on His part, and we Promile and ſeal 
the duties of the cbyenant on our, Here: 
God's. givi ng the. ſigns is a ſeal on is > parts, and our 
takin F them 15,4 ſeal on ours. —=—Here Chrilt gives N 
ny Ko Soul and body to. fave us; and we give. our 

ls and bodies to ſerve | him. Here God binds him-. by 
10 to be faithful, and we bind gurſelves to be 2 
tant. Vea, We here fear alle ance t. to Chriſt 
hiz broken body and ſhed pio 1 x 
6. To be a cordial to his poor ating ones, " 4 
for ſtrengthening the weak and feeble of his people. — 
Many sf bis people are ſore caſt down, We 

We £ 


4 


— 
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welt long with fears and borrors; and this is 4 
relief to them, here Chriſt ſmiles, and ſpeaks peace. 
—— Others are weak in grace, here he brings them 
fupplies; here the ecayed haye renewed their 
ſtrength; here the lame have been made to leap 
as an hart, and the tengue of the dumb to ſing. 
Jo fortify and encourage againſt all diſieul- 
ties and trials we may meet with in Chriſt's ſervicg, 
We are to look for reproaches and perſecutions, if 
we hold faſt by Chriſt. Satan an che world will 
not be idle, ſee Heb, x. 32. Here is a meal and 
cordial to hearten ys for it; and ſome have met 
with that in this feaſt which hath made them chear- 
8 venture on ſufferings, and Feſalye never toleave 
Chriſt, An hour af ſealing animapes the ſoul for 
an hour of ſuffering. If the Reda ſinile on ps, 
and his love be ſhed abragd W we can 
bear any thing, ſuffer any thing, loſe any thing. 
and not be diſcouraged. O then come, and. take in 
Proviſion, againft evil day, for ye have A Wil- 
derneſs to go through. Elijah was exeited to take a 
double meal, for Eis journey was long. 80 if yon 
would have ſtren gth for your journey, O lere yon 
may have it, here is food more bling Ws durable, 
and. nourithing than Elijah's cake and cruſe of 
water, of which he eat and drank, and in the 
ſtrength of that meal went forty days and forty 
an unto Horęb the mount of God, 1 Kings xix. 
. What bread and wine afford to the body, 
the ſame doth Chriſt's body and blood in the ſacra- 
ment received by faith, afford to the ſoul, viz. 
ſtrengthening, comforting nourithment. And who 
but a madman would-be fo cruel to himſelf, as to 
deny its faint body its ſtated meals and relief? O 
may it not hearten you, that whatever your, ſtraits, 
bodily wants or neceſlities aze, and however you 
may be deſpiſed, you have a great King that honours 
7%, 505 you, takes you to feaſt with him ſelf here 
| 1 2 and 
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and will ſhortly call you to the marriage · ſupper of 
the Lamb above. | 

8. To wean you from the yain Plextor and 
comforts' of the world, and from. ſenſual delights; 
and to make you Tong for that lorious and full feaſt 
above. This is a foretaſte of fes and ſhould ſtir up 
a hunger for i it; for this fealt is the firſt-fruits K 
heaven. ET 
| Improvement I. 1 ier what A horrid caluny 7 it 

is, chat is raifed againſt the ways of Chriſt by the 
devil and the world, that they are fad and melan- 
choly, of purpoſe to fright men from them. No, 
Fou fee Chriſt has royal feaſts for his people, the 
world knows little of. A believer would not give 
a crumb of this ſpiritual feaſt for many days of 
| worldly feaſts. 
1 Ade his deft” that the Lord of 

glory ſhouſd make ſuch a feaſt for beggars, ſee Luke 
iv. 21. Poor worms, vile ſinners, will he call us, 
that deſerve not a dog's cramb beneath the table? 
5 come and fit down with the children at the table? 
O what are we that he ſhould deal fo with us, ſin- 
ners vile as the mire, and black as hell. You have 
far greater cauſe to wonder at this privilege than 
Mephiboſheth, 2 Sam. ix. . David ſaid to him, Iauill 
furely ſhew thee Rindneſs fer Fonathan thy Father's 
fake, and will reſtore thee all the land of Saul thy 
father, and thou ſhalt eat bread at my table continu- 
4, Obſerve his anſwer, What is thy ſervant, that 
7599 ſhouldft look upon ſuch a dead dog as am? 

III. How unexcuſable are they who flight this feaſt, 
that has coſt Chriſt ſo dear, more than ten thoufand 
kingdoms? He has made all things ready, and has 
been calling ſinners to come, Conſider how griev- 
ouſly the King took it, when he made his marriage 
Tupper, and thoſe that were bidden would not come, 
Luke XIV, 24. ny 

* 9 IV. Ex 
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AV. Exhortation, O communicants who have been 
Preparing for this feaſt, come away to the marriage, 
all things are ready on Chriſt's part. 047. But how 
ſhall Iget acceſs to the banqueting-houſe? Anſu. Em- 
Ploy Chriſt to bring you in. It is he alone that brings 
bis ſpouſe in. You may come to the table, and get 
the out ward elements, but unleſs Chriſt bring you in 
to the -banqueting-houſe, ye will not be taken in. It - 
is only Chriſt can give you appetites, and clothe you - 
with the wedding-garment; it is only he that can 
quicken the dead ſou], and ſtrengthen the weak, 1 
can do all things through Chriſt ſtrengthening me, ſaith - 
Paul. He only can fend the comforter, the north 
and ſouth gales of the ſpirit, He only can remove 
the burden of ſin, and take away the heart ot ſtone, 
diſſolve doubts and ſcatter clouds. O look and long 
for him then to bring you in, and ſay with theſe in 
John xi. 56. What think ye, will he come to the faaft? = 
will he bring me in to the banqueting houſe; will he 
touch my heart and take me by the hand? Poor 
faner, I will tell you whom he will bring in. It is 
true, it is not every dne, many come thronging-to 
the feaſt that have no ground to expect to be taken 
in. But there are ſome he will bring in, and they are 
theſe; 1. The hungry and thirſty ſinner that is long- 
ing for a meeting with Chriſt, ſenſible of his needs 
and wants, and crying, O a erumb from his hand, 
a drop from his wounds, a ſeal of pardon from that 
table, elſe I die, Theſe have a promiſe to be filled. 
2. The poor, broken-hearted, humbled ſoul, that 
has a deep ſenſe of his own nothingneſs and unwor- 
thineſs, ſaying, I am not worthy that Chriſt ſhould 
come under my roof, and far leſs worthy that 1 
ſhould come under Chriſt's roof, my fins are ſo ma- 
ny and great, Is there any ſtanding afar off with 
the publican, afraid to come to the holy table, ſay- 
ing, God be merciful to me a finner, Chriſt will come 
to ſuch, Iſaiah lvii. 15. He will revivg the ſpirit of 
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ting up many a petition, 


* 
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the humble, and the heart of the contrite ones. 3. The 
poor praying and w—— ſoul, that has been put- 

gh and groan for acceſs, 
laying, © that I knew 1 to fond him! O when 


wilt thou come unto me, how long wilt thou hide 
"thy face? O have ye been ſtorming heaven with 
your cries laſt week, laſt night, and this morning? 


Have ye been knocking for the opening of the door 


of the banqueting- houſe? he will come and Nr. | 
ſuch in. 4. All the friends and lovers of Chriſt 


will be taken in. O ſinner, art thou ſuch, ſee thy 


Warrant and thy welcome, Cant. v. 1. O fay ſome, 


I cannot be a friend to Chriſt; but I with him well, 
and his people and intereſt, 1 cannot ſay I am a true 
lover of Chriſt; but I find my heart glowing and 


warming with deſire to him, and I would give all 


the world 1 had theſe glowings kindled into a flame. 


Take courage; poor ſoul, Chriſt will not quench: 


the ſmoaking flax, he will blow it up into'a flame, 


and take thee in. 5. All fincere covenanting ſouls, 


that have been yeſternight and this morning honeſt- | 


Iy ere to the bargain offered in the goſpel, 
elo 


content to eloſe with Chriſt as he offers himſelf, to 


renounce their idols aud luſts, and to give Chritt 


their hearts. Is there any ſoul willing to open to 


Chriſt; O chen he will take you in, Rev. iii. 20. / 


any man open the door, I will come in to him, and 
ill ſup with him, and he with me. O poor ſinners, 
that never opened your hearts to C hriſt, be perſuad- 


ed to open to a bountiful Lord; open your hearts 


tohim, and he will open his banguetin g-houſe to you. 


O ſinner, haſt thou no need of Chriſt's dainties; art 


thou not a poor, periſhing, ſtarving ſoul, a famiſhed 


Prodigal, and needeſt thou not the bread of life? 


Chriſt is at the door with variety of bleſſings, and 


ready to open his banqueting-houſe to you, O will 


ye open to him? Conſider that if ye do not accept of 


Chriſt, he may paſs ſuch a ſentence againſt you, as 


in Luke xiv. 24. For 1 fay unto you, fa! one of theſe 


. men 


/ 
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men — were le, : ſhall taſte Fo my Apr. 
| Will it not be dreadful to ſee the ſaints fitting at the 
royal feaſt in heaven, and you yourſelves ſhut out, 
Wt a company of ſtarving beggars ſtanding RY 
the doors where the marriage ſupper is kept? they 
ſee the lights, and behold the rich diſhes carried up 
they hear the mirth and muſic wo the E HIRE, but 
not a bit comes to their ſhare, 
But as for you that are content to accept of Chriſt 
on his own terms, come away to the marriage ſup- 

; per, Chriſt the Maſter of the feaſt invites you, and 
will make you welceme. And in coming to chis 
fer obſerve the following directions: 

Come with holy awe and reve.ence of God, 
the "Maſter and Maker of this feaſt, If ye were go- 
ing to a prince's table, you would have ſome awe _ 
upon your ſpirits; mind the Maſter of this feaſt is a 
glorious, 575 t and e God, that will not be 
mocked. 

2. Come with a Pole heart ad clean Ms: waſh | 
your hearts in the tears of true repentance, purge 
4 them of all filth, through the blood of jeſus, which 
cleanſeth from all ſin, otherwiſe you will affront the 
Maſter of this feaſt. Should a beggar that has been 
wallowing in a puddle, intrude himſelf in that con- 
dition into a prifice's company, fit down at his 
table, and dip his beſmeared hands into the ſame 
diſh, with him, how would he take it? O come not 
with filthy rags and filthy hands to this holy table, 
but repent of every ſin, renounce every 258 and re- 
folve -againſt every ſin. 
3. Come with a holy fear ws neon, over your- 
Geeks feared that you be not eady. C 428 
get · me not wrong Chriſt or my o ſoul, t . dx? 
O let me not betray the Son of God, with a kiſs; | 
let me not murder Chriſt or my own ſoul ont 1 
blood-guiltineſs, or drink damnation. O what if! 
want the wedding garment when the King comes | 
in to view the guelts! 


| Come | 
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4. Come with a broken and bleeding heart 40 

view the ſlain Lamb. O will net the dying groans 
and bleeding wounds of Chriſt move you? When 
you ſee him ſtretched out and pailed, will ye not cry, 
© behold my Saviour that was mailed for me, dying 


with love in his heart, and ſmiles in his face; O it 


was my {ins drove in theſe nails. Remember, the 
ſun vailed his face in the time of Chriſt 's ſufferings, 
fainted. at the ſight, and could not Jook; O wail 
yours, retire inwardly, and take amends af lan the 
cauſe of his ſufferings 2 
5. Have on the — garment, 1u¹j Faith i in 
a Redeemer's righteouineis. Come relying on him 
ſor acceptance, and lock to him for ſtrength and 
furniture; look up to him, O dead ſoul, for liſe 
oy quickening. How unſeemly will it be to ſee A 
mpany of dead corpſe ſet down to the feait of 
wing God? O be acting faith in a lively man- 
; 155 on Chriſt, for faith is ebe life of all: G ceme 
reach hither thy finger and behold Chriſt's hands, 
reach hither thy hand, and feel the prints of the 
nails, and mark of the ſpear, and cry with Thomas, 
My Lord and my God ; here Jauill reft, and here Iauill 
70 In the clefts of his wounds any ſoul ſhall ace 
ſhelter, where juſtice ſhall not reach me. 
6. Come with love, for it is a love- feaſt. 
love Chriſt, that is both the Maſter, the Maker 8 
matter of the feaſt, Chriſt's heart is burning and 
bleeding with love to you, O let yours do ſo to 
him. Without love ye have nothing to do here. 
Come alſo with love and charity to all men, be 
ready to forgive every ane, as Fe would have God 
to forgive ou. 
J. Come with panting and thirſting deſires, 10 | 
dee and meet with Chrift, ſaying, I care got who - 
Here, if Chriſt be abſent, O the deſire of my ſoul 


_— n him Ana the remembrance of his name. 
5 | 8, * 
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8. Come with expectation, depending only” on 
Chriſt's merits, God's promues, aud free mercy" in 
Chriſt, greedily expecting ſomething from Chriſt this 
day; as the poor eripple man did from Peter and 
John, Acts iii. 4, 5. And Peter fa fening his eyes p- 
on him, with John, ſaid, look on us. And he gave 
| heed unto them, expecting to receive ſomething of them. 

We ordinarily receive little, becauſe we expect little. 

DO raiſe your deſires and expectations, for you come 
to a merciful and liberal God, that will not let ws 
expectation of the poor periſh, Pfal, ix. 18. 

9. Come reſigning yourſelves to Chriſt, + Give Gp 
your hearts to Chriſt, ſaying, Lord, 1 have no ſa- 
erifice to bring but my heart, O that it were a thou- 
ſand times better than it is, it ſhould be thine; 
Lord, accept of this poor ſacrifice. | 

10. Come with admiration and praiſe. 0 the b 
high praiſes of God ſhould be in our mouths: won- 
der and praiſe God for the contrivance of our re- 
demption, and for making choice of ſuchaRedeemer. 
O wonder and praile our Redeemer for leaving his 
throne of glory for a manger; yea, for a croſs 
and a grave, and all for the ſake of us. Say, 
« Lord, what am 1, that thou ſhouldſt part with 
« thy glory, yea with thy blood and life for ſuch 
« a wretch-as I am? O how: am 1 aſhamed, that 
“ love thee no more; my heart is cold, my 
© tongue is ſlow, I cannot love, I' cannot praiſe. 
O let heaven and earth, angels and men, Join a 
“ and extol his free grace and wondrous love.“ If 
ye come in ſucl a frame, you will be taken into the 
banqueting houſe, a:.d his banner over you will be 
love. And this leads me to ſpeak a word to the 
banner of love. | 

Chriſt upon the erofs hath lifted up a (antes of 
love; he hath declared himſelf willingly to receive e- 
very foul that will come under his banner, and it . 
bimſelf to fight under his colours. As ye are mor 
: | 8 
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"OOF to leave. che devil's ſlandard, and come te 
Chriſt, by taking your ſacrament, (which uſed to he 
2 military oath among the Romans) and ſwearing 
Allegiance o Chriſt ; O mind ye are not to dra 
back, but to follow the Captain of yaur falvation, 
and fight againſt the devil, the world and the fleſh, 
If ye perjureyeurſelves, aad return to your old ways, 
ſaying, welcome drunken eups, bloody oaths, lyug, 

4c, ye will incur all the curſes of the law, and 
vengeance of the goſpel alſo. © ye will ſink deeper 
into hell than others, and ye will be made to cry, 
would to God 1 had been the ſon of a Pagan or Ma- 
hometan. Wherefore own and ſtand by che banner 
af Chriſt; and to enoourage you to ſtedfaſtne ſh, keep - 
in mind that you haye, 3. A noble General, whohath 
already conquered, and is ready to join you in the 
ght. 2. A noble cauſe; it is the Lord's battle, 
they are God's enemies, and enemies to your fouſs 
alſo. 3. You have noble weapons the thield of 
faith, ſword. of the Spirit, 5c, they are impenetrable 
and full proof. 4, Neble pay, a white ſtone; a 
crown and a new name, grace here, and glory 
hereafter. 5. Ve are ſure of victory, if ye fight 
valiantly, for Chriſt will fairly bring you out of the 
Feld at length. 

A banner is a ſign of union; it ſignifies that all 
who reſort to it, are united in one company, under 
ſuch a captain; O then ſtudy union among your- 
ſelves. Let the conſideration of Chriſt's love move 
you all to be unite, and to love one another. 0 
{bun diviſion, diſcord, ſlandering and backbiting; 
Fe are ſoldiers of one company, and under one 
Captain, and if you divide, enemies will reap 
advantage. Again, a banner is a ſign of pro- 
tection, and love is the banner that engages Chriſt 
to protect his people; as long as Chriſt loves his 
People, he will protect and defend them. O then 
and ge work 1 in evil times, 9p; to GREY'S love, 
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and abide in this love; keep your ſouls in the love 
of God, clear up the evidences of Chriſt's love, 
and ſo you may look to him for protection and tho- 
rough-bearing in the worſt caſe ; men or devils ſhall 


do you no hurt, while his banner over you is love. 


Lafily, A banner diſplayed ſignifies victory. 
When conquerors won a city, they diſplayed their 
colours on. the walls; O has Chriſt this day won 
your hearts, conquered your enemies and luſts, and 
diſplayed his banner thereupon, O it is love that 
engaged him to make ſuch a conqueſt, Be faithful 
to your friendly Conqueror, and let not theſe enemies 


and rebels get into the city again. O hold out the 


city, and fight valiantly under Chriſt's banner; be 
not cowardly, do not baſely ſurrender the fort that 
Chriſt has won; he has won it, let him wear it, let 
him poſſeſs the throne for ever. Say to Chriſt, as 
the men of Iſrael ſaid to Gideon, Judg. vin, 22. Rule 
thou over us, for thou haſt delivered us out of the hand 
of Midian. O but Chriſt has delivered you out of the 
hands of Satan; ' ſubmit therefore kindly to his go- 
vernment and laws, own him as a King as well as a 
Prieft ; ſurrender willingly the keys of your heart te 


him, and keep your heart for him. 


